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your care : in the/e you have been long exercifed with great 
honour and fiicceft ; and by thefe you have gained die affec- 
tion of foreign princes, as well as of our own lbvereign. 

Politenels joined widi dignity, a juft difcemment with an 
ealy addrcfs, and a facility of expreifing die nobleft fenti- 
nien.ts in the mod becoming language, are endowments uni- 
verfally allowed to your lordship : fuch qualities liavejuftly 
recommended you to the efteem of that prince, who makes 
die welfare of his fubjccls die great end of his government. 
May your lordship long enjoy, under his happy reign, all 
die pleafures and advantages which are due to your diftin- 
guiflied merit. I am, with great relpcdt, 

My lord, 

Your lordship’s 


EondoT, 
January, 1753* 


moft obedient 

humble fervant, 


Jonas Hamvay. 
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NADIR K O U L I, 

From 1687, 

Tiel his putting TjEHMAS SHAH 
in possession of MESCHED in 1727. 

CHAP. I. 

c The name of the Persian ufurper , bis birth , captivity, robberies, and 
employment in the fervice of a beg, whom be murders ; be marries the 
daughter of the deceafed, and retires into the mountains : bis engage- 
ment in the fervice of the governor of khorasan : be commands an ex- 
pedition agamjl the ousbegs, acquires great honour, and is afterwards 
difgraccd. 

T HE Sovereign of the univer/e, who fives the periods of empires, 
and retrains the wild ambition of princes, had now prepared 
an inftrument of his vengeance to chafhfe the Afghans, whofe 
cruelties had filled Persia with blood. Their triumphs drew near an 
end : the hour approached, in which the Persians were to take ample fa- 
tisfadion for all the ravages committed by thofc ufurpers, from the death 
Vol. IV. A of 
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1:727. of gurghin khan *, to their inv„fion of Persia and for all the dread- 
furcaT.miities fliey'hacT occationed-dunng thaFperiod W “ ~ 

About this time appeared, with a more diftinguilhed eclat, nadir 
kouli, the hiftory of whole life" and aElioits will fever feem wonderful, 
becaufe they are really fo, and npt jhe,fidtions of romance, or the flat- 
tery of panegyrlfts : charafters like 1 his, will excite the curiofity, and 
command the^attention of pollerity, fo long as the lives of great men, 
and accounts of great adlions, continue the objedt of hiftorical enquiry. 
We fliall here find a man, whole birth and beginning were fo obfcure, 
as with difficulty to be traced out ; condufting to an iflue, with amazing 
refolution“and fteadinefs, opportunities he had worked out for himlelf; 
planning with deliberation and forefight, the fabrick of his future fortune ; 
and carrying his 'defigns into execution, with an unwearied application, 
till, like other mighty conquerors before him, he became terrible to asia, 
and the undoubted arbiter of the'eaft. He changed his name, as he 
changed the fituations of Ins fortune, which has bccafioned fome per- 
plexity: his real name was nadir koul, or NADtR kouli J . Nadir, 
both in the Turkish and Persian languages, fignifies wonderful , which 
epithet is ufed by the mahommedans to defign the particular attribute 
of the deity, as we ordinarily fay the Almighty ; tho’ the ufe and culloni 
of Persia gives it to people of the loweft rank of life. When shah 
T animas made him a khan c , as wc fliall have occafion to relate, he ho- 
noured him with the addition of his own name ; and this Iaft is one of 
the higheft dignities that can be bellowed by the monarchs of Persia, 
He was then tjehmas kouli khan ^ ; and tho’ koul fignifies a Have, 
in this fenfc it is the higheft badge of honour in the call. Afterwards, 
when he became the fovercign of Persia, he rc 3 fiiimcd his name nadir, 
with the addition of shah 1 ; tho’ as he muft be ever confidcrcd as an 
ufurper, the name by which he has been moll known, and probably 
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will continue to be known, to pofterity in Europe, is tzemmas h kouli 
khan. 

Thdugh authors feem at length agreed about his original name, their ’ 
accounts differ in fome particulars with regard to his birth, his family, and 
ftrft appearance in life As to himfeif, he fbmetimes boaded of themean- 
nefs of his extraflion, at others, policy or caprice induced him to claim 
a relation to ginghiz khan, the great Turkoman conqueror, and olfo to 
TAMERLANE I have not yet feen any account fo fatisfadtory and confident, 
as w hat I recen ed in Persia , and I am the more inclined to acquiefce m 
it, becaufe, tho' there are \ ery few reports of things, in winch the Persians 
agree', yetm che circumftances I am now about to relate, people of the 
mod underfianding, and of the bell intelligence, unammoufly concurred. 

According to thefe accounts, n adi r' was born in the year 16S7, at a ,68 
village, or more probably in a tent, a few days journey to the fouth-ead 
of mescued, hot far from kjelat He was defeended from the af- 
shars, who are a tribe of tartars, and fubjedls of Persia . they live 
for the mod part by hufbandry, and fupply the Persians with horfes 
and cattle The name of nadir’s father was imam kouli, whole iitua- 
tion of life was fuch, that he earned his bread by making caps and flieep- 
fkm coats, which is the apparel of the lowed of the common people in 
Persia Nadir himfeif was bred up jo no other employment than that 
of a fhepherd, and being only thirteen years of age when IMAM kouli 
died, lie was left in fo poor a condition, that he was obliged to gather 
dicks in the woods, for the fupport of himfeif and his mother, and carry 
them to market on an afs and a camel “, which were his only patrimony. 
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It is' recorded of ihim, that when he was returning in triumph from 
his conqueft of India, he happened to pafs near the place of his nativity, 

. where he made a fet Ipeech to his chief captains, in which he related in 
what manner, he had pafled the early part of his life; and, in particular, 
mentioned the feeding^ his father's camel, concluding to this effect : “You 
“ now fee, to what a height it, has, pleafed the Almighty to exalt me; 
•J from hence learn not to defpife men of low eftatc.” 

1704. About the year 1704, when he was 17 or 18 years of age, the ousbeg 
tartars made an irruption into khorasan, where they put many of 
the inhabitants to the fword, and carried others into flavery; among the 
laft were nadir kouli and his mother: fhe died in captivity, but he 
I708. made his efcape in 1708, and returned to khorasan. From this time 
we hear no more of him, till with’fome of his companions he robbed a' 
flock of fheep * ; the money which this produced, enabled him to retire 
into the mountains: however, we do hot find that he continued the pro-- 
1712. fcffion of a robber for any length of time, but entered into the fervice of 
a beg, by whom he was employed as a courier. He was 'once charged 
, • with difpatches of importance to the Persian court at Ispahan, and 
fent in company with another courier, as is frequently praflifed in ter-) 
si a. Whether NADIR was ambitious of being the foie carrier of thefe 
difpatches; or, whether his fellow-courier did not travel faff enough; or 
for fome other fecret reafon, he killed him. - After his arrival at Isfa- 
han, he told his llory fo well, that he procuted admittance to the 
, miniflers 

companion and fellow-labourer in ranging the woods, was created a khan, and granted the privilege 
ef wearing the black heron *s feather* on the left fide* this u one of the higl cl mark* of f-uour » 
j-cmia, for their kings wear thefe plumes upon, the right, as a badge of the r fovercign'y. Thu 
rran died at jcislar, on an erabaffy to Russia. Nadir, upon car fet mg tho'e honours upon him, 
fpoke thefe words, ** Do not grow proed, but remember the afj, and the p ckt ig of tlicks ” And 
fo U eas 174$, aiu nc, a yu-h-fb or captain, dedated, that haqir. kouli, having forcictly 
borrowed of him 50 batmans of wheat, wh ch 11 about the talue of d. rty {killings of cur monet, 
he hod often importuned both kadi*. kouli ami ha brother, who was af.crv.A-ds israisiss shah, 
for payment of it t and that at length they did repay him thirty ba.r*ans of the f fiy V/hat 11 d 'I 
>aore ttmaikab’c, and snore comirung of the tradt, af.er he afee-dui the throne of rmiA, tc 
took no ice of this incident in a puhLc raanrer, and reproached it 1 ti k e 10 for his unrcc/cdal sns- 
jOrtumty, but did not pay the ballance of tbs debt of pot en> , nor uke any fjnher notice of the cua, 

* Net of his fhthci’s, ai ferae w rum mention, for he tvaa alrc_d) dead 1 nor do we find llho’ 

•*nde nugbs be u bct-cr circamiliaco} that hj father was ocx m^dex of a dock of fheep. 
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m.inifters of shah sultan husseim, to whom he atfigncd fuch pluuiible 171a 
reafons foe his conduit on the road, that he was not only acquitted, but 
received prefents, and was fent back with anfwers to the letters he had 
brought. 1 His mafter, however, received him with Zilch a countenance, 
as gave reafon to iufpeft that he meditated his'deftnidtion. Nadir per- 
ceiving this, refolved to kill his mafter; to which he was the more in- 
duced, from a violent pafiion he had conceived for his daughter, whom 
he had demanded in marriage, but was refufed. After the murder waa 
perpetrated, he took the lady away, and retired into the mountains. One 
effeil of this enterprize was the birth of riza kouli myrza, whofe 
genius and ‘difpofition had fo great a refemblahce with his father’s. This 
defperate action having acquired him a reputation for courage, fome of 
the domeftics of his late mafter, the beg, joined him, and they became 
robbers : in this ftation they continued for fome time, as favourable op- 
portunities occurred. Nadir at length offered hisfervice iobabulu khan 
governor of khorasan °, by whom he was accepted in the capacity of a 
gentleman uflier r . 

‘ Itmay feem ftrange, that a chief of a gang of free-booters, ftiould be re- J7I4, 
ceived into the family of a governor of a province, and have an honourable 
office bellowed on him. But this will not appear fuch a matter of furprize, 
ifiwe conlider the great extent of country, and that nadir’s robberies were 
for the moft part 111 maz ander an, which is three or four hundred miles 1 
diftant from mesciicd , add to this, that a man of perfonal flreiigth and 
bravery generally meets with a favourable reception in Persia, without be- 
ing much queftioned concerning his manner of life. Befidcs, the revolt of 
MIR vais had alarmed the eaftern provinces, as it gave occafion for the 
TARTARS to make frequent inroads; lb that men of a promiling figure, 

or 

• He had alfo the title of b rri, i t. sec, ot lord of lords Thtfe t hive- had oc.’aGoa to 
plains there vre not abo\e three or foot in the empire , of whom rase is always fixed in e ioaa- 
SAM thu ptostret ha* been gercrally ccrfidmd as a lirgdom, -r*d the govcrrxnrflt given to tic 
la ig’s fan, ot tvt^rel rcli ion fome Are fincc a wall was b title alot g this frostier, tu fie* 

‘sentthc ro-rfon of the-t uru», cf which there ate hll fome ♦emairs j bat juaii aoai the c»ur 
removed fe\end thoafcnd families from other province*, and bro-ghf them hith*r ( alJcdgtr.g that a wall 
of ilcfli was the moil ciTcaaal turner agneil aa enemy j and kadi* afer dm example £aci forral 1 
f.T.iLci cf and cnaisTiAicj, a* well as «aiiquw*da*i, in isncaio, to fome of when 

he lent money :o trade, to o*hcn Uoia were afugeed to calurare. * Esic acauj. 
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1714. or remarkable for their gallant behaviour, were fure of being 'acceptable ; 
and thus we may reconcile the conduft of the governor of khorasan. 

The Persians are al^fuppofed to be foldiers upon occalion^ and it 
may be prefumed, that nadir’s reputation for courage and great perfonal 
ftrength, were recommendations more prevalent than virtue, or any polite 
accomplilhment. But without being bred at couit, from the ftrength of 
his own genius and difcernment, he was a mafter of the arts "of addrefs, 
and having a mind unreftrained by any moral confideration, he infinuated 
himfelf into the affedlions of thofe, whom he afterwards made no fcruple 
to deftroy. He behaved fo well in this new fervice, that he won the 
heart of his mafter; and, under the fpecious pretence of defiring to pleaie, 
he concealed his 'ambition. The fatisfadlion he expreffed in his prefent 
fituation, induced his companions to believe, that to be faithful in the 
caufe he efpoufed, was the virtue he afpired at mod ; however, he af- 
fedled a particular zeal for fome, whilft he lhewed a coldnefs for others, 
as they feemed more or lefs inclined to pleafe him. 

J 7‘7' The diftrefies ’ of Persia increafing, he had not been long in the fer- • 
vice of babULU KHAN, before a command in the army was given him, 
in which he behaved with great intrepidity, in feveral fkirmiflies with 
the tartars of KHiEVAand Bokhara, who frequently made inroads on 
1719., the frontiers of khorasan. ezadallah being already mafter of He- 
rat, and the kourds in the weft making incurfions into irac agemi; 
thefe Tartars’, who are generally called ousbegs*, came this year in a 
body of above 10,000 men, and began to lay wafte the moft fertile plains 
of khorasan, plundering the inhabitants, and carrying many thoufands 
into captivity. In this emergency babulu khan coHcdted all bis forces, 
which did not exceed 6000 men, and of thefe part were infantry. His 
officers fhewed a rcludlance to try their fortune with fo unequal a force, 
agiinft a people of fuch known bravery as the tartars. Nadir kouej, 

, however, had different fentiments of the matter, and from his experience of 
• the valour of the khan's troops, he offered lib fervice to march at their 
head againft thefe ravagers ; declaring at (he lame lime, that he would cn- 

Sage 

1 * °* ***♦ F£ c 63. tic. r Of indcpcnJazt tartaht. * TfJi no.J ue 

tatc cuMt.oncd to Cgiufj frtc tad uvdcpctdit.u 
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gage his life upon tlie event. Nadir’s military virtues were evidently f u . j? in. 
perior to thole of the officers about the khan, though he was not then' 
above 33 years of age. The khan was fo fenfible of this, that he had al- 
ready given him the command of tooo’ ; and not having the lead doubt of 
his fidelity, he accepted the offer, and conferred upon him the command of 
his troops, during the intended expedition, whilft himfelf remained in the 
city, to keep good order, and prevent the inhabitants from following the 
example of thofe of Herat, who had revolted.three years before. Several 
of the officers refufed to aft under this new genera), but their place was 
foon fupplied by others, whom nadir approved of. 1 

The ousbegs were already advanced to the banks of the river tedjen, 
within a few days march of aiesched. Nadir having with great appli- 
cation provided what was neceffary for the expedition, marched at the head 
of his troops in fearch of the enemy, who were pillaging at large; how- 
ever, the news of the approach of a Persian army brought them toge- 
ther, and they prepared for battle ; their numbers beipg almoft double to 
thofe under nadir’s command. We have no particular account of this 
adtion, but in general terms, that the tartars, according to their ordi- 
nary cuftora, charged with great fury. Nadir having feledted a proper 
ground, and encouraged his men, flood the fliock; and when the tar- 
tars by their own impetuofity were in fome difordcr, the Persian troops 
rmie a jtsitfA HS&a&yt. vs? slvdx fist-asas, sSkss fsKsssj esc. 'kwJa slisix 
fibres and battle-axes, put them to flight, dellroying near 3000, and re- 
taking all their plunder and captives, which were very confiderable. 

Nadir, elated with this his firfl viftory, returned in triumph to aies- 
ched, where he was received with great expreffions of joy. The lire 
of his ambition now began to blaze, nor could he fupprefs the confeiouf- 
nefs of his fervices, but demanded to be confirmed in his office of general, 
under the command o'f babulu khan; this governor affured him that he 
would write to court in his favour, and that nothing fliould be wanting 

on 

* Commanders of loco are called amt bashis As fe v leaders can retain a remembrance of the 
eaplanariort of rBSrlAtt wordr, I Stall avo d Urcar at re.Jr as poKble, but tvheti they ceccllaiily 
occur, I Stall oecafiooally tttettjon that. EgnaJ:ca-on, tbo' Utc fame v, oidi fto-N have been already 
explained m other p—rts of this ft Ofh. ^ 
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on bis part; to reward his merit. Whether it was that babulu khan 
did not a& ingenuoufly and agreeable to his promife; oc that the weak 
admuiiftration of shah sultan hussein evaded the promotion of nadir, 
is uncertain j he was however much incenfed at his difappointment. 
What added to his refentment, was to fee a perfon much younger than 
hiinfelf, and a relation of babulu khan, without either experience or 
abilities, placed in his command. Under thefe circumltances, nadir 
demanded of the khan the reafons of fo unjuft a condudt ; and with a 
ferocity peculiar to him, made no fcruple to declare his_opinion, that the 
khan had not ailed as a man of honour. This infolent behaviour obli- 
ged the governor to alter his conduit; fo that from the higheft com- 
mendations of nadir’s valour,- he condemned him to be beaten, in the 
fevered manner, on the foies of his feet '. What contributed to this dis- 
grace, was the envy of nadir’s abilities as a foldicr, among feveral offi- 
cers of diftinition in the Persian troops. It is eafy to imagine that a 
man of fo imperious a fpirit, could but ill brook fuch indignities ; he 
' therefore retired from mesched to feek fomc new adventure. 


C H A P. II. 

Nadir retires to ksllat, and it well received by bis uncle. From thence 
he retreats to the mountains, where be forms a Jlrong -party , and robs 
for federal years. “The Afghans take Isfahan. Sef o din beg 
deferts shah T animas. Nadir’i uncle obtains a pardon for bis nephew 
oj the shah. Nadir’s treacherous ccndubl in feizing kvelat ; he beats 
ajlrong party of the Afghans, takes nichabur, and reinforces his 
army with 1000 men, 

N ADIR being thus turned ioofe into the world, applied his thoughts 
immediately how to retrieve his fortunes, and do himfeif that 
j office, which he could not obtain of babulu khan. His uncle a 

chief 

1 TfcU i» ccnucen to pcifon; of Uie A gt dl sssts in mm. See Vwl l f,-c3;C. • I; 

asjrpeshipt fees, Sh^.c, :L.: e een't ftikee Asia Utnacap a-ier, ^ Its . :x.'c ci tCcf 
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chief of one of the tribes of the, afsiiars^ commanded at kielat, a j/ip. 
llrong hold, about ten days journey from mesched : to him he applied, 
and complained of the hard treatment he had met with in the king’s 
fervice. His uncle entertained him for'fome time, till by his intrigues 
he began to difeover ambitious defigns ; and nadir thus .becoming an 
objeft of jealoufy, was obliged to retire. ‘ " ' 1 

* f 

Nadir was now determined to feek a fupport by the arts of violence, 
in which he was a thorough proficient j experience having taught him, 
that he could not procure a fubfiftence in a manner fuitable to his vatl 
defires, by'any other means. It is probable, he had already planned a 
defign of getting pofleflion of KiELAT j however, he retired, for the third 
time, into the mountains, where he returned to his old trade of robbery. 

Maghmud having invaded Persia, and compelled the unfortunate 1722. 
hussein to yield up his capital, together with his diadem, the provinces 
were involved in great confufion and diftrefs : this afforded the better op- 
portunity to nadir, to colled a body of men of defperate fortunes, many 
of whom had already ferved under him as foldiers. After robbing fevcral 
caravans, he foon acquired riches enough to bring together the number of 
fevtn or eight hundred men of approved refolution; and having fixed a 
rendezvous in the mountains, they made incurfions into kiiorasan, and 
the adjacent provinces, laying the country under fuch contributions as they 
^leafed, to imqafe. • 

The Afghans, though in pofleffion of Isfahan, were not fufficiently 
numerous to make a rapid conquefi; of the whole empire ; fevcral pro- 
vinces and cities in the heart of it, as well as the frontiers, refufed to fubmit j 
and thereby cut them out work for fome time. As to t.ehmas, the 
fourth fon of hussein", who made his efcape from Isfahan, and was 

now 

a tnbe, and gov ernor of kjzlat , but not fo fl range as \ loir’s own fortune When, and by w’ur ^ 
means, die uncle became ch-tf of a fibe, I know not, but it is not fo diiHcultto comprehend, how 
oae brother may be in caiy arcumfUrcc', -ml the oJicr poor, vvhil'i we f.c fo many revoLtion ia , 
hurnaa Ju-rs m su rope, and many more .q as i a, w H*s 6r*t fon was scrrie uyaza, 

whom tho ni millers of suak kuxuk had on^c caufed to be cor fin'd, from an appichcrficn char 
he had too much coatag- awl fagacity to fuller that infamous admirdlration, for vvl c i thej were lb 
d. hnguvCied , ard u is pr>. fumed that tij prince vra Jlcn.urdj put to dc*th by the a tciiAtti. 

Vo L. IV. B 
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1722. now confidered as the lawful heir of the Persian monarchy, he was 
rather a fugitive himfelf, than in a capacity of fuppotting order and go- 
vernment in thofe provinces not yet fubjedted to the Afghans ; and was 
1724- now content with an obfcure life, in the province of mazanderan. In 
the interim, the Turks feized upon the provinces in the weft and fouth 
weft; and the Russians conquered the weftern coaft of the Caspian, in- 
cluding great part of ghilan. However, as foon as t.fhmas was infor- 
med that the king his father had abdicated his right to the fovereignty ; 
he, in quality of fuccelfor, took the title of shah, by which name we 
(hall call him, tho’ he can hardly be faid to have been more than a no- 
minal king. 1 

1726. Whilft he was negotiating fecret treaties with the provinces that pro- 
„ felted any fidelity to him, or fending embaffies to implore the afiiftance 
of the neighbouring ftates, nadir extended his lawlefs fovereignty in the 
eaftern frontiers, living on fpoil, and exadting what he thought neceflary 
for the fuppoit of himfelf and his followers. 

iyzy. About five years palled under thefe circumftances; when, at length, 
T.FHMAS colledted a little army; but his father’s fortune ftill purfued him. 
One of his principal generals, sef o din beg, a ciiief of the bayots -, 
having given fome offence, and being apprehenfive of punilhment, fled 
from txhmas's camp with the troops under his command, which were 
, no lefs than 1500 men, and joined nadir kouli, who was then in the 

fame province of khorasan. The union of their forces compofed a 
'body of 2 or 3000 men, which the adjacent country was compelled to 
fupport : this formidable body was within 30 leagues of kaxat, fo that 
nadir’s uncle began to be much alarmed,, left his nephew Ihould attempt 
'to dillodge him from hi/ftrong hold: in order, therefore, to fupport a 
good underftanding, he wrote to him in very obliging terms, intimating 
( that he had now a fair opportunity of making his fortune, by engaging 
. in the fervice of his lawful fovereign shah T/Eh.was; who, he was fure 
would pardon him, and all his followers. Nadir feetned to relilh the 
" propofal, and defired his uncle to procure the king's pardon, which he 

“ would 


J Thclc arc the inhabitants of dest dayad, a diflnd in eovuejtah. 
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would 'gladly accept: accordingly the uncle reprefented the cafe to > the 
shah, who, tho’ he knew nadir to be a moft notorious offender, yet as 
he was in great need of fo brave and .experienced in officer, with fo con- 
ffderable a body of men, immediately ffgned his pardon, and fent it to 

IC.£LAT. i 

The uncle no fooner received this writing, than he difpatched it t 6 his 
nephew j upon the receipt of which, nadir kouei fet out for kaslat, 
in company with sef o din beg, under an efcort of ioo men of his beft 
troops. He had now a convenient opportunity of excrcifing his genius 
in the art of treachery. His uncle received him with great kindnefs, and 
enteitainecP him and his followers as perfons to whom he had done a 
ffgnal fervice, and from whom confequemly he appichended no harm; 
at the fame time he (hewed them alL the honour and regard due to per- 
fons of rank and condition. Nadir, on the other hand, had not forgot the 
indignities offered him five years before j neither was he ignorant of the 
motives of his uncle in procuring the pardon, nor of the king’s views in 
granting it: but whatever moral confid?rations ought to have influenced his 
conduct, his thirff of power filenced the dictates of confcience : fo that he 
determined .to embrace the opportunity of an hofpitablc reception, and the 
fpecious pretence of an obliged gueft, to make a (acrifice of his bene- 
factor. For this purpofe he had left orders that 500 more of his bed 
men fhould follow him the next day,, and conceal thcmfelves near the 
fortrefs of k^lat, and there be ready at a ffgnal appointed. 

Having thus concerted Ins meafures, the fecond night after his arrival 
he ordered his 100 men within the caftlc to kill the centrics, and fhut 
up the reft of the garrifon, to the number of 200 men, in their bar- 
racks, wliilft he went himfelf into his uncle’s chamber and murdered 
him. As foon as he made the ffgnal, his 500 men were let in at the 
gates, and he became abfolute maflcr of the fortrefs Without (bedding 
much blood. Thofe of the garrifon, who did not chufe to flure his 
fortune, he fet at liberty. The next d ly lie difp itched .neffengers \v ith the 
news of his fuccds, ordering the remainder of hia mu. to join him, and 
now inftead of changing his rdidence continually, as the apprehend 

B 2 wf 


1727. 



THE HISTORY OF 


Part I. 


14 

1747. of an enemy, or other reafons of convenience might 'render neceflary, lie 
eftablilhed his head-quarters in this fortrefs. IOelat includes a con- 
fiderable fpot of ground, the natural iituation of which, with the a/fiftance 
of feme art, has rendered it almoft inacceflible. He continued there for 
feveral months, levying contributions. The fuccefs of this enterprize was 
the more grateful to him, as tiiis place was not far diftant from that of 
his biith : his poor relations and friends in the neighbourhood were re- 
• lieved by his bounty, and the humanity with which he treated mod of 
the inhabitants of the adjacent country, induced numbers to enlift them- 
felves in his troops ; fo that from this time he in fome meafure appeared 
as an independent fovereign, efpecially as shah tiehmas’s authority was. 
not acknowledged at mesched, meeuck maghmud, an abdollee chief, 
having got pofleffion of that city. ’ ’ » 

• Nadir being thus become formidable, carried his views beyond the” 

. plunder of defen'celefs pea/ants : he afpired at the delivery of his country 
from her foreign enemies, particularly the Afghans, who had lorded it 
over the Persians with the utmoft barbarity for five years : but altho’ 
he appeared as a fovereign, he did not pretend to wage war again/! the 
Afghans in any other name than that of shah TsEHMAS. As he was 
confcious that the shah mull have greatly refented his killing his uncle, 
under pretence of accepting the royal pardon, he refolved to do fome 
fignal^aflion in behalf of the king, that might obliterate the remembrance 
of his conduit at K/Elat. 

With this view he prepared for an expedition again/! the Afghans, 
who were matters of the neighbouring city nichabur r , where they had 
a garrifon of above 3000 men. Nadir’s forces exceeded this number, 
but being unaccuftomed to lieges, and defirous of affion in the field, he 
determined to make ufe of a ttratagem to draw the enemy out of their 
garrifon : the Afghans, who confidered nadir rather as a free-booter, 
than the general of a formidable body of forces, apprehended no great 
danger from his neighbourhood. Their troops, to the number' of 600, 
were fecurely marauding, when nadir detached about that number 

of 

1 Nichabur, fometimes called irab, was formerly the capital of KUQ3 asab'. till abas the 
eaSAT ciiabldhcd the totals of issass roues riba at UESCUED. 
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of his cavalry, who attacked them unexpectedly, and cut them to pieces: 
upon this, the governor with his whole garrifon ilTued forth to fall upon 
the Persians, whp immediately retreated towards, banrahad, a defile 
in the mountains, which feparates the provinces of khorasan and astra- 
bad; this was the rendezvous.appointed. The Afghans purfued them 
for feveral leagues 1 , till they came to this defile: nadir, in the interim, 
marched with 1 500 of his men, and under the favour of a wood, which 
covers thefe mountains, he concealed his men at the entrance of the 
pafs. The Afghans, not fufpecting any other enemy to be near, fol- 
lowed the 600 men with an impatience of refenting the lofs they had juft 
fuftained at nichabur. As foon as they had well entered the defile, 
which is very narrow, the 600 Persians faced about, wbilft nadir with 
liis body of 1500 men, fell upon them in rear, with-fuch impetuofity, 
that the aftonilhed Afghans incapable of afting with their cavalry, and 
fufpeifting themfelves furrounded by a great army, became an ealy prey, 
and few of them cfcaped the daughter. 

After dividing the fpoil taken upon this occafion, nadir returned 
to nichab'ur, the gates of which were opened to him : he took pof- 
feflion of it in the name of shah t /ERMAS, charging his troops not to 
injure any of the inhabitants, declaring that his intentions were to deliver 
them from the tyranny and ufurpation of the Afghans, and to fupport 
them in their fidelity to their true lover cign ; as he knew that neccflity 
only had induced them to fubmit to their late mailers. The cffefls be- 
longing to the Afghans he divided among his foldiers ; and the humanity 
with which he treated the inhabitants, was fo remarkable, that without 
forcing a fingle perfon to join him, he obtained a reinforcement of near 
1000 men. 

■ The entrance of Oils ilditc is sbgut eight or ten leasees eUAaece from Mtumu. 
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CHAP. III. 

Nadir, kouli hears of the diftrefs of shah t^hmas at farabad ; deftres 
hn pardon, and obtains it. He joins his forces with 'thofe under the 
command of faxef ali khan, whom he afterwards ini’s, and acquires 
the foie command of the army. He conduits shah t ehmas to nicha- 
bur, and from thence to mesched. Shah T/£hmas\! devotion in that 
city. 

W HILST nadir was preparing at nichabur for new expeditions, 
he received intelligence that shah tashmas was reduced to great 
extremities. This prince had been pent up in mazanderan, as a kind 
of dependant on tatey ali khan khajar 1 , who had during the 
troubles taken poffefiion of that province, which being fortified by the 
mountains that furround it, the inhabitants refufed to fubmit to the do- 
minion of the Afghans. Tjehmas in the mean while treated with the 
Turks and the Russians, but he was fo far from receiving fuccours from 
either, that they had divided great part of his dominions, as already* men-, 
tioned: he was therefore obliged to take up his quartets at farabad 1 *; 
from whence, in cafe of danger to his perfon, he could embark on the Cas- 
pian sea. Thefe circumftances were favourable to nadir, who made 110 
doubt of procuring a full pardon for all his offences : this he had the moie 
reafon toexpett, as his lafl'adtion againft the Afghans had increafed his 
military reputation, and made him confidered, in fome meafure, as the in- 
ftrument of providence for the delivery of his country. Having therefore 
caufed his forces to advance to the confines of mazanderan, he fent to 
acquaint the shah of the affair at nichabur, and that himfelf and his 
troops were entirely at his majefty’s fervice ; adding, that he defired to 
have the honour of waiting upon the king, to whom he would give an 
account of the reafons of his conduct at the fortrefs of kjelat, which 
he held at the king’s orders. Tho* tajhmas had received impreffions 
much to the difadvantage of nadir, propofals of this nature feemed to 

pronufe 

• This kijaj. wzsa nauveof astrabad, whofe inhabitants, as I has e explained n VbL f page 
302, arc d JUngulhcd t>> tLenanic of k ha jars. b This is the jjhcc meruoi ed in Vol I. psgeaeg. 
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promife fome happy event, and were highly fatisfadory . he therefore 172 ' 7 . 
made anfwer, that nadir might come with all fecurity, and fliould be ‘ ' ' 
received as his faithful fervant. Accordingly nadir, leaving his troops at 
fome diftance, fet out with an efcort of zoo cavalry for i-arabad. 

Fatey ali khan khajaji c having, as already mentioned, taken pof- 
feffion of the province of mazanderan, as alfo of astiiabad, headed a 
flrong party of khajars, who are a very warlike people. T.ehmas 
‘ fent a body of forces againfl: him, whom the ichajars repulfed : but 
upon the king’s taking a folemn oath to pardon them all, and that he 
would never, upon any confideration, touch the life of fatey ali khan 
khajau, but always treat him as a faithful fervant; the khan on his 
'part fwore allegiance, and the khajars, who were naturally attached to 
the snrriE family, became the only fafe-guard of the king : they even en- 
gaged, that as foon as a favourable opportunity fliould offer, they would 
recover mlsched out of the hands of the rebel melucic maghmdd. 

For this purpofe fatey ali khan had recommended nadir to the 
king, as a very gallant officer, and one whofe affiflance was much to be 
, delired ; he therefore received nadir with open arms, and offered his 
fervice to introduce him to his mujefty. Nadir’s efcort made but a con- 
temptible figure with legard to their apparel and accoutiemcnts, their 
merit confifling only in their ftrength and valour. He faw that the khan 
was treated with the refpeff of a fovereign prince, wliilft TuEHMAS had 
only the name of fuch ; and tho’ he naturally confidered his own merit 
as much fuperior ta that of the khan, yet, not to appear his rival, he 
affefted great humility, and would not even fir jn‘ the khan’s prefence 
without great importunity. 

Nadir being introduced to shah tiehmAS, acknowledged the great 
obligations he was under to his mujeily for the free pardon which had 
been granted him ; that however ftrange his condud: might appear, the 
death of his uncle was fo far from being a contempt of the royal clemency, 
that thought to be confidered as an exprefiion of his gratitude to the king;- 
for that the cafUe of kalat was now at his majcfly’s command, which 
. he 

c -Thus is the father of uahoumid hassan, by 'sheet I "as robbed m 1714, of "hole conduit 
there is an ample account in Vol. L Page 301. 
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he had very good reafon to believe it would not have been, had his uncle 
remained in poffeffion of it. He then related the affair of nichabur, 
In which he made it evident, that lie bad given iuch a (hock to the 
power of the Afghans in thofe parts, that it would very much facilitate 
the conqueft of iierat ; and that he did not doubt but in a (liort time 
fatey ali khan khajar and himfelf fhould reflore the kingdom 
to their majefties, the true defcendants of the seffies, whom thofe fa- 
vage invaders the Afghans had fo highly injured. 

This dlfcoutfe was uttered in fo refpeQful manner, mixed with fo noble 
a boldnefs, that the shah could not but exprefs his fatisfadtion, and told 
him, he hoped the hour would come, when he ihould be able to re- 
ward his fervices in a manner fuitible to his great meiit. Nadir then 
obtained a pardon for sef o din beg and all his followers, telling his 
majefty, that tho’ he could not commend the appearance of his troops, 
he would anfwer for their experience, valour, and fidelity to their true 
fovcreign. 

.Matters being thus adjufted to the mutual fatisfa&ion of the shah and 
his new general nadir, his troops, which now confided of 4 or 5000 
men, were ordered to enter the province of mazanderan, and to join 
thofe of fatey ali khan khajar, fo that the whole conftituted an 
army of above Sooo men. Nadir made it his iludy to cultivate a good 
correfpondence with the khan, and by his humble deportment mfinuated, 
himfelf fo much, that there feemed to be no jeafoufy entertained of him ; 
will'. ft the fuperior genius which he demonftrated, gave him an apparent 
afeendency in the efieem of the shah. 

In tlie interim nadir, whofe ambition could not bear an equal, much 
lefs a fuperior, had fecretly mitigated his creatures to complain of the 
conduct of the khan, with refpeft to the good order and payment of 
the troops, and the extravagant price of tlieir cloathmg. He alfo watched 
the khan very clofely, and finding the king had already received im- 
prefiions to the difadvantage of this general, he took a favourable op- 
portunity of acquainting his majeljy, that he had difeovered a treacherous 
corrcfpondcncy between the khan, and sieluck. maghmud the rcbcl- 
a ' governor 
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governor ’of mesched ; and that, under pretence of conducing the shah 
to the conquelt of that city, as had been concerted, his intentions were to 
deliver him to meluck maghmod, on condition, that tvhilft the latter was 
to continue mailer of that city, together with the whole province, which 
their joint forces were to fubdue, the khan (hould remain in pofleffion of 
the fouthern coaft of the Caspian fea; and as a proof of what he advanced, 
he produced letters of the khan, which he pretended to have intercepted. 

It feemed improbable that the khan ihould really have held fuch a 
correfpondency, after having had taehmas in his hands for fome time ; 
nor is it believed, that any change of circumftances induced him to take 
fuch defperate meafures : however, it was not the fortune of tashmas 
to be much wifer than his father hussein j and he gave the eaiier 
credit to the report, as he recolledled that the khan had been in arms 
againil him not long before ; and that nadir, who had given fuch re- 
peated proofs of his fidelity, could have no interefl in deceiving him, to 
the ruin of that very man, who had io lately made a point of recom- 
mending him to his favour. Nadir affefted a great concern, reprefent- 
ing to the shah, that his duty to his fovereign was prior to all other 
confiderations ; and moreover, that it was impofiible his majefty could, 
with any confiftency, entertain hopes of recovering his dominions, whilft 
he cherilhed a ferpent in his bofom, and trufled himfelf in the hands 
of men devoid of fidelity. 

Taehmas, at length, believing the ia£t, was much perplexed with 
regard to the oath he had taken, never to hurt, much lefs to" touch the 
life of, fatdy ali khan. To which nadir replied ; “ If your mar 
“ jelly has taken an oath, I have not;” and thus, by a tacit content, 
the ruin of the khan was refolved. This general, not fufpe&ing fuch an 
intrigue againil his life, came to court as ufual ; when nadir ordered a 
colonel' 1 , who was one of his creatures, to take an opportunity of killing 
him : but fo great was the reputation of the khan, and his pretence lo 
majeftie, that the colonel was fo much awed, that he put this bufinels 
. on 
d Tim wai the perfpn whom I lime tucationcd in Vol I. page 303. 
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1727. on his fervant. Nadir having thus executed this pretended* fervice to his 
mailer, carried out the head on a fpear, and prefented it to the foldiers, de- 
claring the reafon of the khan’s death, and that thofe who meant to be 
faithful to their fovereign, could not difapprove of the death of a traitor: that 
for his own part, he was refolved to facrifice all the confiderations of friend- 
ihip and private intereil, to the good of his country, and the reiteration of 
his majeily to his dominions. Tliefe declarations, in fome meafure, fatisfied 
thofe who were molt attached to the dcceafed ; fome who affefted to mur- 
mur, as if there had been foul play, and that the khan had been cut off. 
through the intrigues of nadir and his creatures, were feized and confined. 

1728. Nadir having thus removed the bar to his ambition, as a reward for 

this fignal fervice was conilituted a khan ', and had the command of the 
whole army given him : he now began to diiplay all the talents of an able 
miniiler and a great general^ fo that tkhmas trailed entirely to his con- 
duct. He was a mailer of the art of improving advantages, and knew 
that his fecurity, as well as the future advancement of his fortune, de- 
pended on that army, of which he was now 'the chief. As one of his 
peculiar diaraCtcriilics was a piercing knowledge of men ; he foon re- 
folved which officers to difcharge, and Whom to put iri their place : he 
gained the affections of the common foldiers by an unwearied attention to 
every circumilance that could tend to the promotion of their intereil, 'par- 
ticularly with regard to their being paid punctually, 1 and buying their deaths 
at an cafy price. His firil care.was to engage his mailer to m.rch his 
army into khorasan, where heiaffured him the inhabitants were ready 
to take up arms againit the common enemy. . : , 

' The proper meafures' being taken to fccure the pafs of banrahad, the 
army marched towards nichabdr, the king himfelf commandingm perk 
fon. Tsehmas made his entrance there the 15th of May, on which cccaiion 
the inhabitants proclaimed their joy in the linccrcll manner. Their w lilies 
feemed to prefage his reiteration, which they were the more inclined ro 
believe, from the pleafure they received in being tile firil city tint was re- 
lieved 


• Thu male lua kadi, xooli k ham, Let '-sJscttSrJ hint cal cJ h/ 1 -a* na "e, Lets r e U- 
foOa aficn\-nii >,aiLocc-rcJ v,Hh ihc name of its man, sni Hal caLcU r.on-lut nv.ei La** 
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heved from thpiyoke of the" Afghans, at a time when they leaft expected 
fo happy an event.i It was an acceffion to then; joy, that tins revolution 
was brought about by a perfon whom they had confidcred only as a robber, 
and. whofc power as fuch they dreaded equally with that of the Afghans, 
but who wis now verifying the affurances he had given them a few months 
'before, that he meant to reftore the Persian diadem to the true heir of 
shah sultan HUSSfeiN. The Afghans in thofe parts, diflieartened by 
the great lofs ( they had differed in the affair of banrahad', and unable to 
recruit, retired from the neighbourhood of nichabur, without attempt- 
ing to fucco’ur their ally meluck maghmud, governor of mesched. 

Under theft circutnftances, nadir found no difficulty to augment the 
fill ah’s army ; the anxious willies of the people, to fee themfelves free _ 
from the yoke of the Afghans, and their defire of eftabhfliing their law- 
ful fovereign, foon brought a ftrong reinforcement, fo that this general 
was now at the head of near 18,000 men, a larger army than had for a 
long time appeared in thofe parts. 

Nadir was impatient under every unneccffary delay, and prepared 
immediately to march with all his farces againft the abdollees, who 
under the command of aieluck maghmud, had taken pofleflion of mes- 
ched : they no fooner heard of the defeat of the Afghans in the defile 
of banrahad, and that shah t asiimas had entered khorasan with a 
numerous army, than they began to prepare for a defence. But mesched 
being a place of little or no firetigtb, and the inhabitants intirely averfc 
to the rebel government, they retired from that city ; fo that when nadir 
arrived there with his troops, the shah made a triumphant entrance, 
without effufion of blood. The citizens, delivered from opprefiion, re- 
ceived T Animas with the higheft demonll rations of joy; and nadir, who 
was petfonally known in that city, where babulu khan had fome years 
before treated him with great indignity, was now loaded with honours. 
The prefent fituation of t Animas’s affairs, rendered him incapable of 
making bis acknowledgments to nadir in a pecuniary way, jet he was 
in the higheft degree prodigal of his authority, as if he already meant 
to conftitutc him his lovereign, rather than his general. And as the 
C a higheft 
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highelt mark of dignity whichjie could confer on him, according to the 
cuftom of the Persian kings, was to give him his own name, from hence 
forward he ordered him to he called t .-eh mas kouli khan f ; by which 
name we ihall diftingnilh him, till he wrefted the diadem from his mailer. 

T.'ehmas thus lavith of his favours, may be fuppofed to have adted 
upon principles of gratitude, as men of probity are generally inclined to 
think this a duty ; but where the expreffion of this virtue is alfo an ho- 
nour conferred on him who receives it, nothing can be more reafonable, 
than to expedt a fuitable return. However, he feemed to be ignorant, • 
that when princes have nothing left to bellow, they feldom receive any 
return for thofe favours they have already conferred ; nor is it ftrange 
that it Ihould fo happen with regard to princes, when we find it fo ah- 
moll every day in common life. 

This prince, who partook much of the genius of his father, with re- 
gard to the religious turn of his mind, rejoiced at fo favourable an op- 
portunity of paying his devotion at the tomb of imam s riza for it had ► 
been long obferved as a duty of the kings of Persia b , to make a pilgri- 
mage once in their life-time to this tomb, as the TURKS do to .Mecca 
and Medina. And the perils which he had gone through fince the battle 
of gulnabad, with his providential reftoration, by means of his general 
t.£hmas kouli khan, naturally inlpired his mind with a deeper CcoCe 
Zc i. 
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part II. 

, FROM THE 

Recover v of the whole province of 
j KHORASAN in 1728, 

T O T H K 

Expulsion of SULTAN ASHREFF out of 
ISFAHAN in 1729. 


CHAP. IV. 

T^hmas kouli khan reduces khorasan and Herat. He returns in 
triumph to aiesched, -with the bead of the governor of Herat. Shah 
t.-fhmas fends an embajfador to the ottoaian court. The TURKS fend 
SULIAIAN EFFENDI into PERSIA. AsilREFF defrays SAIID ACH.MEO 
khan governor of kheraian, and prepares to attack T -lumas shah. 
Ashretf marches to daaigoon. and is defeated •, be retreats to Isfa- 
han, and encamps his trooops at aiourtchakhor. 


W HILST t.fhaias siiah was offering up his prayers to the I72S. 
deity, t.liiaias kouli khan prefented incenfe to his idols 
of ambition and military glory, the only deities he feemed to 
reverence. Reafons of policy might juflly induce t.fhaias shah to re- 
main in aiesched, till his army fliould be in a condition to march towards 
Isfahan : and it was natural for his general t-ehmas kouli khan, to re- 
commend this ftep, as it left him at liberty to adt with the more bound- 
ids authority in the army. The country of khorasan was well known 
to him in every part, in confequencc of the many cvcurtions he had made, 
as an officer in the army, as well as the chief of a band of robbers. The 

beginning 
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1728. beginning_of this year_he piqrched.at.the head of a confiderable body of 
"forces, to reduce the other "cities and towns of the province, which had 
revolted, and eftablifhed an independent government, or fubmitted to the 
AFGHANS. • • 

The news of shah t.ehmas having entered mesched in triumph, where 
he now took up his refidence, facilitated the enterprizes of y^HMAs kouli 
khan ; fo that the greateft part of the towns and villages fent deputations, 
and profeffed themfelves entirely devoted to the intereft of their lawful 
fovereignf Before this year was ended, we find all the vafl: country of 
KHORASAN fubje&ed, and the Afghans obliged to retire, without daring 
to give battle. Nadir returned to mesched, not fo much out of incli- 
nation, as to make an appearance of refpedt for his mafter, and to con- 
fult about the future operations of .the war. 

It was about ten years fince the inhabitants of Herat, which is near 
„ the frontiers of khorasan, had in confequence of the viftory obtained by 
the young ezadaelah, (liaken off the Persian yoke, and ercffed them- 
felves into a kind of republic 1 , together with the whole province of that 
name. It does not appear, that this young ufurpcr yet remained in that 
government, which he had been the great inftrument of forming, tho’ he 
had for foine time maintained the chief office in it. It is certain, however, 
that this republic became formidable to the neighbouring country, and was 
at this very time meditating the invafion of khop.asan : but the fuccels 
which taihmas KOULI khan had againft the Afghans at NicHABun, 
, and afterwards through the whole province of khorasan, put a bar to 
the execution of their projcft, 

« T/Fiima s kouli khan having reprefented to the shah, the facility 
with which he could reduce Herat, obtained a penniflion to march to 
that province, with about 12000 men: he no fooner encamped under 
the walls of the city, than the inhabitants naturally inconfiant, and diffi- 
dent of their ability to oppofe the fortune and valour of T/FHMAS kouli 
khan, fubmitted to him, and delivered up their chief, together with the 
1 . garrifon. 

* It i, prefumed, 25 they were in alliance with the ArciiAVt, whole feat of empire Wat nr*- 
UAK, ami that the aaoollasi of iiaaat were 10 feme rrcafarc tributary to them. 



Chip.' IV. ' NADIR SHAH.- 23 

garrifon k . ‘ The. Persian general having caufed the former to be be- 
headed, left a garrifon in Herat ; lie treated the inhabitants with fo ju- 
dicious a mixture of mildnefs and feverity, according to their different 
circumftances, that he feemed to have fecured their allegiance} he then 
prepared to march back to mesched, agreeably to the orders he had re- 
ceived from the shah. Being returned viflorious, with the head of the 
late governor ‘of iierat, he began to form a more important enterprize, 
than that of marching fouthward through the deferts of segestan, as 
the Afghans had done five years before. 

! * r > 

In order to detach the Turks from the intereft of ashreff, whom 
they had with great reludhncy acknowledged as fovereign of Persia \ 
tvehmas had in the mean time fent an embaflador. to the ottoman 
court. This miniiler was received with more regard than he expected $ 
for the news of tjehmas kouli khan’s exploits having reached Con- 
stantinople, gave the Turks a good impreffion“of the ftate of the 
affairs of shah tjehmas. Tho’ their intereft was concerned to fee Per- 
sia humbled,' yet they did not much incline to fupport an ufurper, whofe 
imperious fpirit bud carried him fo far as to pretend to an equality with 
the grand feignior. But in order to be informed more minutely of cir- 
cumftances fo interefting to them, they fent suliman efpendi, an offi- 
cer of truft, into Persia ; of whom they foon learnt, that tjehmas 
already mafter of khorasan and herat, with a confiderable army of 
choice troops, and a general of great reputation at their head, feemed to 
promife an approaching change in the Persian empire. 

In the mean time ashreff, after giving a check to a Turkish army, 1729,' 
tho’ it was the eftedt of accident rather than military ftrengtb, dreaded no 
evil from the fugithe tjehmas: he often mentioned'him in terms fo 
‘comtcmptuous, that to appearance he had perfuaded himfelf of the im- 
poflibility of being molefted by him. 1 

After a tedious liege, he had at length made himfelf mafter of yezd, 
which at different times had coft the Afghans much blood j kherma- 

NIA 

k This a£l<on has been repreferted as a bitt’e, hfwhich lie aedollsis hid 30,000 tren, b.tJ 
could rc\cr find aa> a-thortry for that report, as a fourth part cf that number in fuch a yrm-nce 
%0-dd bw confidercd a ^rcar anny, under fych dUrcJcd crc-rmlasccs zs the emp te was then m. 
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I729. NIA had alfo fubmitted to him. Saiid achmed khan, who was a near 
relation of the royal blood of the shefi-ies, during the troubles had efta- 
blhlied an independant fovereignty in merman i a, of which ashreff had 
not leifure to difpoflefs him by force of arms; but saiid being in want of 
money to pay an army, and the impoverhhed Rate of the province making 
it impoffible to raife fufficient contributions for that purpofe, his forces at 
length defeited him. He then fubmitted to ashreff, who was not only 
the neareft potentate, but the only one who feemed to have any regal au- 
thority : defiring him, however, to remember that he had only adied upon 
the fame principles as ashreff himfeif, and therefore hoped to be re- 
ceived with the refpeft due to his quality, and with all fecurity to his 
perfon ; upon condition of which he profefled an entire devotion to the 
fervice of this Afghan prince. 

Ashreff promifed the khan his protedlion, under the fandlion of fi- 
cred oaths, and let him know that he might repair to shirass, with the 
people under his command, in all poflible fecurity : but no looner was 
he arrived there, than the governor febt him prifoner to Isfahan, where 
he was beheaded. The province of khermania, and the country on 
the lea coaft quite to bender abassi, thus becoming fubjcdt to ash- 
reff, his dominions were extended farther than he had forces to guard 
them; for the cruelties and depredations committed from the Afghan 
invafion till this time, having impovetilhed the inhabitants to an ex- 
treme degree, he was in no capacity to maintain an army fufficiently nu- 
merous to fupport his authority over fo vail a trail of country. As to 
the Persian foldiers, they were as reludlant to enter into the fervice of 
the Afghans, as the Afghans were diffident of their fidelity; and from 
Kandahar recruits could hardly be expedled in great numbers; for 
Hussein khan, the governor of that province, fince the murder of bis 
brother mix maghmud in Isfahan, confidered ashreff rather as an 
enemy than a friend; and prefuming that he might ihortly be driven 
out of Persia, he would hardly fend him recruits, left by that means he 
might retire into kandaiiar, and with the fame authority that he put 
magumud to death, claim the fovereignty of that province. 
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'Spiritual and temporal power being interwoven in the clofeft manner 1729. 
by, the mahommedan law, the grand iignior is fuppofed to reign over 
the Turks in quality of imam 1 , and fuccefior of the Caliphs. From 
hence he claims an authority over all mahommedans of the fedl of 
the sunnis, fo that ashreff, who was of that fedt, could not with 'any 
confiltency refufe to acknowledge him as fuch, without affedting an inde- 
pendent power. However, he artfully contrived to make his fubmiflion 
procure him what was moie eflential; for he obtained from the turks 
the acknowledgement of his being fovereign of Persia, and of his holding 
‘ that dignity and power according to law : and having thus made a puiffint 
protedlor of a formidable enemy, he lulled himfelf into a fecurity, as if 
his dominion was built on the moll folid bads. He had given rechid 
DASHA, the TURKISH embalfador, the kindelt reception, and Ihewed him 
many marks of honour, during his rcfidence at Isfahan. 

Not to be wanting in a fuitable return, the Turks made great prepa- 
rations for the reception of the embafiador cf ashreff, who arrived at 
Constantinople in julv this year. Greater rejoicings could not have 
been made for the reception of a fovereign prince returning in triumph. 

It is however very remarkable, that this Afghan affedted a contempt of 
all the grand appearances, the military fliews, and the roaring of cannon ; 
for without looking on one lide or the other, as lie entered Constanti- 
nople, he cctfiVt«K& to ren& Van hWaw. -ft. is mvavA w> ytefoswn Stoss ’ 
this incident, that he endeavoured to raife the reputation of his country- 
men for great fandtity, and a divine zeal for the mahommedan law, as 
pradlifed by the turics : this fort of condudt had been the chief caufe, 
a thort time before, of faving his mailer ashreff, together with the 
AFGHAN army, from deftrudtion; but the embaflador-now over-acted bis 
part, and gave the Turks imprefiions to the difadvantage of his nation. 

Ashreft in the mean while enjoyed the fweets of peace. The love 
of pleafurc is natural to mankind, and freedom from toil is generally 
fuppofed the bell means to arrive at it. Tins prince was certainly a man 

of 
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of parts, very ciicumfpect, and an intrepid foldier: but like moll other 
oriental warriors of diftindtion, he had no fenfe of any moral obliga- 
tion. He feemed now to be arrived at the higheft point that the nature 
of his affairs would admit j and therefore it was natural to give fome 
indulgence to his favourite paffions. However he kept part of his troops 
in the field, whilft he followed the exercifes of hunting, and gratified 
his inclination in building. As to the pleafures of women, they are but 
an ordinary conference oFmahommed an voluptuoufnefs, efpecially ' 
when it is fupported by an unlimited authority. 

This prince, who had hitherto confidered nadir kouli in no other 
light than as a robber, began now to look upon him as a formidable 
enemy. Shah tahmas had been fo much the ridicule of the court of 
Isfahan, that the news of his fucceffes in the enftern parts of the empire 
did not feem to give the lealt alarm to the folders, nor even to the officers 
of the army. They gave him the name of $ek zade, in allufion to the 
word cheik “ zade, the latter being fon of the king, and the former fon ' 
of a bitch : at the fame time they expreffed great fuisfadlion, that they 
Ihould at length have an opportunity of getting him into their hands. 
However proper it, might be to encourage the common foldiers to think 
thus contemptibly of their enemy ; asiireff, who had certain intelligence 
of his force, and the valour of his troops, thought it high time to provide 
for the ftorm that threatened him : he therefore caufed all the forces, as 
well thofe on the frontiers, as in the heart of his dominions, to be joined 
taithie’garrUbh ofi Isfahan. And in order to prevent any infurrcdlion in 
favour of TtEHMAS at cashan, room, casein, tvehiran, vezd, and 
other great cities and towns in iiis jurifdidlion, he ordered all the Per- 
sian inhabitants, who were capable of bearing arms, to leave their habita- 
tions and retire, under pain of death : he did the fame at Isfahan. 

Having made this difpofttion, his whole force did not exceed 30,000 
men, fome of which were darguzzis • and iiassarais*; a force, how- 
ever, not much inferior to that by which his prcdcceffor had obtained the 

. PERSIAN 

* Cm it tintt vtm the lift founder cf the lErnz dlTufly. ■ I pcjLtee. the lehahitucti 
of Ditciiiii-t m the ceiplibouthood of lUUADA't. ° T tele people ere feppefed to cctee 

from the cslUra pern of ersuu 
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Persian diadem. , About the beginning of September, he encamped his 
army without the walls of Isfahan 5 in which city he left 260 of his 
men in garrifon, thinking that fmall number fufficient to keep this once 
vaft capital in awe : for io miferably was this unhappy city reduced, by the 
inceffant maffacres committed by maghmud and hirnifelf^-that few of its 
inhabitants weje left, except old men, women, and children. In a few 
days he began his march, with the ordinary pomp of a Persian king. He 
directed his courfe by cash an and room, to the plains of damgoon' 
in the 'province of coumasj where he arrived towards the clofe of the 
month, after having marched about 400 miles 0 .’ His intention was to 
have proceeded towaids khorasan, and by attacking tahmas in his 
new-eftabhfhed empire, prevent his accumulating more ftrength. 

Tahimas kouli khan had employed the greateft part of this year in 
augmenting and difeiplining his troops. In the former he met with fome 
difficulties, for the .people not having yet worn off the impreffions, which 
the valour of the Afghans had made on them, and knowing that they 
were to come to adtion immediately, joined him but flowly. He had, 
however, collected an army of near 25000 p men j in the compleating, 
as well as difeiplining of which, he had given fuch proofs of his abi- 
lities, as infpired his maftfr with the greateft affurance of.fuccefs. The 
meafures which ashreff had taken, to prevent any revolt in favour of 
T JEM mas, had occafioned many to offer their fervice to this prince j for 
as they had been turned out of their habitations, refentment as well as 
ncceffity, carried them where they were fure of being received. 

The shah, thus upon the point of being reftored to the throne of his 
anceftors, and urged by an impatient defire to revenge the dilgrace of his 
father, and the blood of fo many thoufands of his fubjedts, had piopofed 
to march to Isfahan, and compel ashreff to give him battle ; but this 
defign was laid afide. His fagacious general reprefented to him, the in- 
conveniencies that would attend the length of the march , and moreover, 
that the meafures which ashreff had taken at Isfahan, >verc certain 
, D 2 indications 

0 When i write miles without diftmdion, I mca i esglhii miles r Some writers make 

them much under this lumber, and fomc much above it.* 
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1729. indications that he meant to feek his majefty; and confequently, that the 
• Afghans would be more hurt by the fatigue of their march, than bene- 
.tited by the jundtion of freih forces, feeing that ashreff had already col- 
ledled all in whom he thought it fafe to confide 5 he obferved hkewife, 
that the further he came from Isfahan, the more difficult and the more 
dangerous would be his retreat. However, not to bring the war into 
khorasan, nor lofe any advantages which his majefty ’s faithful fubjedts 
the khajars, bayots, or any of the neighbouring countiies might afford, 
it was determined to make fome advance to meet ashkeff. After flow 
marches, he accordingly arrived with the king, and the whole army, near 
the city of oamgoon, before ashreff had entered thofe plains. This 
fituation was not far from that vaft ridge of mountains, which run eaft- . 
watd along the fouth coaft of the Caspian sea, which being well known 
to kouli khan, in cafe of an extremity he could make a fife retreat. 
Having leifure to chufe his ground, he had already encamped his forces, 
and refrelhed his men for fome days, when ashreff approached vvithhis 
whole army. ■ * - 

The Afghans had been accu domed for fome time to daughter the 
Persians, rather than to engage with them; and to put them to flight 
by their fliouts, and the fiercenefs of their attack, rather than by theic 
fuperior flrength and knowledge of arms. As they were now equally con- 
fident of vidtory, they urged their general to begin the attack. Ashreff 
however foon difeovered from the advantageous fituation of the PERSIAN 
army, that he had to do with a. general of experience, and againft whom 
he mud proceed with great caution, efpecially as his fate feemed to depend 
on the iffue of the battle. Whild he was thus unrefolved, his officers 
reprefented to him, that upon the firfl report which fliould be fpread of 
their being afraid to attack the Persians, the peafmts would no longer 
bring proviftons to their camp, and that they fliould be compelled to 
fight hereafter at a greater difadvantige. 

Ashreff having therefore made a proper difpoiidon of his forces, on 
the ad of October attacked the Persian army with that impetuofity, 
which the Afghans had generally found fucccfsful. The per»ian 

troops 



Chap. IV. s *N A D I R SHAH. „ 0 

troops flood the fliock, without giving way in the leaft, returning their 1729. 
fire with perfedt order, fo that the Afghans could make no impieffion 
on them. Ashrlff furprized, tho’ not difconcerted, at the difeiphne 
and filence of the Persian troops, brought off* his fquadrons from the 
charge, and had recourfe to the expedient which he found of great 
ufe in his late adhon againft the Turks. He detached two bodies, 
each of 3000 men, commanded by the mod experienced officers in bis 
army, and ordered them to take a circuit, and charge the enemy in rear 
and flank, whiift he attacked them in front. T^hmas kouli khan, 
watchful in every quarter, prepared to receive the enemy; and repulfed 
them with fuch valour, as flung them into great condition. After a ge- 
neral difeharge of his artillery, it was his turn to attack ; and falling fu- 
rioully upon the Afghans, he obtained an eafy vidlory. 

What lofs was fuftained on each fide is uncertain. It may be pre- 
fumed that of the Afghans was very confiderablef their camels, harque- 
bufles, with all their tents and baggage, fell into the hands of the con- 
queror. The Afghans fled to TvFHiRAN, which they reached in about 
two days, tho’ the diftance is near 200 miles ; from whence, after pilla- 
ging the inhabitants, and refrefliing thcmfelves, they made forced marches 
to ISFAHAN. 

The day after the arrival of the Afghan army, ashreft commanded 
all the people of lus nation, inhabiting that city,' to ictire with their ef- 
fects into the citadel * : thefe orders were executed in fuch a tumultuous 
manner, that it appeared as if the city had been taken by aflaulc : the 
Afghans drove the other inhabitants from their houfes, deftroying 1110ft 
of their effedls which were not portable, and pillaging the fliops of every 
thing that was valuable. After which, ashreff retired with his troops 
to mourtchakhor r , where he encamped in an advantageous fituation. 

P As they earned oC only 1 2,000 men from Isfahan, their lofs here null bai e been near 1 0,000. 

1 An mdofed building, which had been trade fince the imaSon of the Afghans. 

f 7 his place is about 25 nulcs caftrtard of 13 Fahah, according to report; but deli*L£ docs cot 
mention it in lus map 


CHAP. 



THE, HISTORY OF 


Part IE 


3T 


CHAP. V. 

Txhmas KoijLi “khan engages, the shah to remain at tehiran. The 
battle of mourtchakhor. Ashueff murders shah hussein, and 
fys from istahan. The city taken by the Persian army. The Per- 
sians revenge themfehcs on the Afghans. Shah T.£iiMAs enters Is- 
fahan, and- gives his general TiEHMas kouei khan, the power of- 
raifmg money. 

T fEHMAS kouii kiian, now jealous of his glory, proceeded with 
the utinoft care, to prevent a reverfe of his fortune. The shah, 
thinking himfelf fecure of victory over the fugitive Afghans, impatiently 
defiled to fee Isfahan. Tieiimas kouli khan, on. the other hand, 
feemed to adt as if lie was apprehenfivc, that his fovereign would come 
in for too great a fliare in the reputation of Ids vidtories, and that his 
foldiers would coufider themfelves as afting rather under their king, than 
under their general. This neither confifted with his defire of indepen- 
dency in the command of the „rmy ; nor with his ambition and thiift of 
applaufe. He therefore took occafion to reprefent to the shah, that 
his majefty’s prefence was no longer necefiiiry to encourage his troops, 
fince it was evident from their fuperiority at damgoon, that the enemy 
was rather to be defpifed than feared ; and he did not make the lead: 
doubt, that he {hould foon exterminate them ; that fo much depended 
on the precious life of their fovereign, that fliould any misfortune happen 
to him, his fubjedts could have no fecurity of being relieved from tile 
tyrannic yoke of the Afghans ; that the courage which his majefly 
demonfirated, at the fame time that it engaged the love and admiration 
of his fubjedts, made them more anxious for the prefervation of a life, 
of fuch ineftimable value ; that this was the fenfe of the army , in general, 
which humbly intreated him to remain at tvchiran, with a guard of 
fix or eight thoufand men. ^ 

Tbefe reafons made an imprefiion upon the shah ; he had an entire con- 
fidence in his general, and therefore fuffered him to gather thofe laurels, 

2 which 
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which he might indeed have juftly claimed as deliverer of his country, 1,729. 
had he adled upon honcft principles. He accordingly marched without 
obftrudlion, proclaiming his vidlory in the name of shah tfehmas, and 
was every where received with acclamations of joy. ' He foon found his 
troops confiderably augmented by crowds, who now 'voluntarily offered 
their fervice, to give a finifhing ftroke to the ruin of the Afghans. 

In the mean time, ashreff, expedting to be attacked, had made every 
preparation neceflary to receive the enemy: not only his fovereignty, but 
his life depended on the event. . In the flattering hopes of repairing his 
lofs at damgoon, he exerted all his (kill in the choice of a proper Crea- 
tion for his camp ; in eredling batteries for his cannon ; in covering 
them by intrenchments ; and making the moll advantageous difpofition 
of his troops. 

The 13th of November, early in the morning, t^hmas kouli khan 
appeared with his army in order of battle: the Persians marched up 
to the Afghans, and fuftained the whole force of their mufquetry, and 
part of their cannon, without diforder. Being come clofe to the enemy, 
they, in their turn, gave a general difeharge. So regular and intrepid 
an attack, might have difconcerted troops enured to the fevereft difei- 
pline. The aftonifhed Afghans feeing fuch numbers fill, that hardly 
a Angle bullet faded of execution ', thought only of faving their lives by 
flying precipitately from the field of battle. The lofs they fuftained on 
this occafion, was not lefs than 4.000 men. The greateft part of the 
Afghans who fled, reached Isfahan by three in the afternoon, and 
asiireff hirafelf, with a finall number, returned at night. They pre- 
tended to have obtained a vidtory, but the cries and lamentations of 
their women and children in the citadel, foon difeovered the contrary. 

'There was alfo great confufion in other parts of the City, infomuch 
that the miferable inhabitants, remembering the threats' of the Af- 
ghans, in cafe a misfortune Ihould at any time befal them, expedted 
nothing lefs than a general maflacre. But the panic which had feized 

the 

r The Persians are excdler.c marhfrr.cn, and when they keep good orde" e they talc ana, and 
mutt neceflardy do great execution, 
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1729. the Afghans, diverted thern from anyTuch cruel purpofe, if they ever 
intended it. 

Ashreff, however, found time to glut his revenge, by imbruing his 
hands in -the blood of shah hussein. This unfortunate prince, whom 
MIR maghmud with all his horrid barbarity had fpared, at length fell a 
facrifice to the difappointment and rage of this cruel Afghan. Others 
of the royal blood are fuppofed to have fallen alfo on this occafion ; as to 
the daughters and female relations of hussein, he took them from the 
barram, determining to cariy'them oft with him. 

The Afghans, having now no other expedient, prepared for flight, 
and weie bulled in colledting their fpoil. Befides the number of beads 
of burthen, to accommodate their women and baggage, they loaded feve- 
ral mules, and near 300 camels, modly with the treafures and rich effefis 
of the royal palace. As foon as night came on they left the city, in 
number about 1 2000, after having reigned as conquerors of Persia, feven 
years and twenty one days. Ashreff perhaps ftartled with the groans 
of the dying hussein, or having his' whole mind employed in colledfmg 
his treafure, or providing for his own fecurity, had forgotten that the 111- 
aftivity of the Persian general, afforded an opportunity of glutting his 
revenge by fome more fignal cruelty; but he had not maicbed two leagues, 
when he fent back his athemat doulet, with a chofen party, it was 
fuppofed with orders to fire the city, and maffacre all thofe who might 
come in their way. This party was advanced to the royal gardens, within 
a mile of Isfahan, when fome among the common people, concluding 
they were not come for any good purpofe, colledied fcveral drums, which 
they beat in fuch a manner, that the Afghans, apprehenfive that tiie 
Persian troops had already entered the town, fled back without doing 
any mifchlef, and continued their rout towards siiirass. 

This precipitate retreat having left the capital unguarded, the peafants 
. of the neighbouring country, as well as the inhabitants, began not only 
to pillage the houfes which were abandoned, but alfo to rob one another: 
which unbridled liccntioufncfs created an infinite confufion. Two days pad 
under tiicfe melancholy circumflances, in which the weak were obliged 
2 to 
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to yield to the ftrong, without any recourfe to 'either civil or military 1729,' 
authority. 

The 16th of November, tsehmas kouli khan detached a body of 
'1500 men, to difperfe the mob, and take poffeflion of the royal palace, 
and gates of the city, in order to his own entrance. It may feeni dif- 
ficult to account for his not following the Afghans, after the battle of 
mourtchakor, which might have prevented their carrying off the riches 
of Isfahan : but we are to confider tahmas kouli khan, as unbiaffed 
by any particular affedtion for the Persians ; that his glory was not ar- ’ 
rived to maturity ; and that, betides the duty of a general to aft cautioufly 
with fo artful an enemy as the Afghans, if we may judge from his 
condudt after he arrived at Isfahan, it is reafonable to conclude, his 
defign was to liutband the war, that his office as generaliffimo might not 
become unneceffary. 

As foon.as the khan entered the city, he took the proper meafures 
far quieting the tumults of the people, accafioned by the pillage already 
mentioned j and' ordered a diligent fearch for all the Afghans, whom 
neceffity or choice had induced to remain there. Of thefe, numbers 
had concealed themfelves in the houfes of their relations or friends, in 
hopes to elude the fearch. Many of them were brought into the public 
places and executed : thefe were a kind of vidlims to the fouls of thou- 
sands, who had been ftarved to death by the ambitious policy of MAGii- 
Mtin, or for the fame reafons butchered in cold blood, during the reign 
of the Afghans. It is remarkable however, that tsehmas kouli khan 
pardoned all thofe, of whom the inhabitants of the city made a fair re- 
port, with regard to the humane manner in which tiley had executed 
their refpedtive offices. In the interim, he received a deputation from 
the Afghans of casbin i thefe not only offered their allegiance to shaii 
tlehmas, but alfo their fervice as foldiers, and to engage immediately in 
his army. Such a reinforcement could not but prove agreeable to the 
Persian general, fo that in the name of his mailer he prolnil'ed them a 
kind reception. 
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The fpirit of revenge did not flop with the (laughter of the Afghans. 
of Isfahan : the people weie furious at the fight of every objedt that 
could raife in their minds the lead remembrance of their pad fufferings. 
Maghmud, when he was near his natural death, was taken off by vio- 
lence as related ; yet, as he was the founder of the dominion of the Af- 
ghans in Persia, they had at a confiderable expence eredted a magnifi- 
cent maufoleum to his memory. This edifice, according to the cudom 
of the ead, was built in a grove, and inclofed with a wall. Tho’ this 
prince had been fo inhuman a murderer, yet the fuperdition of the part- 
ners in his vidtories, induced them to offer their prayers at his tpmb. 
This increafed the indignation of the inhabitants of Isfahan, and added 
to their defire of dedroying it. Having obtained the permiffion of the 
khan for this purpofe, they levell'd this edifice to the ground, with the 
fury of an enraged mob; 'they would not even differ the repofe of his. 
hones ; and, to add yet a greater mark of contempt and abhorrence, ill 
the very place on which this maufoleum had been eredted, they built a 
public jakes. 

Shah tjehmas, who was dill at tiehiran, having received notice 
of what had paffed at Isfahan, prepared to take poffefiion of his ca- 
pital. He marched at the head of the greeted part of the forces which 
weie left with him, and arrived the 9th of December following at 
gaze, a village about fix miles didance from Isfahan. Here he was met 
• by his general tveiimas kouli khan ; whom the siiah no fooner faw, 
than' he alighted from his horfe, as if he meant to pay him homage; 
. the general difmounted alfo, and ran to him in a rcfpedtful manner, to 
. prevent this great mark of condefcenfion ; but the shaii infided upon 
walking a few paces with him, declaring that he could not (hew too 
great a didindlion to the perfon who had delivered his country, and 
driven his enemies from Isfahan. After a (hort converfation he mounted 
againj preceded by his running footmen ‘ 5 the khan following jud be- 
hind him at the head of his troops. 

T/EHMAS now made his entry into Isfahan, and was received with 
. all thofe demondrations of joy which’ the fudden change, from the exe- 
crable 

l Sharia. - 
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crable tyranny of the ufurper ashreff, to the gentle deportment of their 
legal fovereign could infpire. , The remembrance of his misfortunes added 
all the tendernefs of affectionate fubje&s, to the religious, refpedt for the 
perfon of him who npw appeared as the only furvivor of the seffie fa- 
mily. But the tranfports of his joy were in a great meafure fuppreffedj 
when he heard of the fate of the king his father, and faw the palace, 
which eight years before contained all the fplendor of a court, exhibiting 
only naked walls (the remembrance that he was reftored to the throne of 
his anceftors, was not Sufficient to tilence die dictates of humanity,, in a 
breaft formed to gentle impreffions , and tho’ a king, he was not alhamed 
to weep. As foon as he entered the harram, an old woman threw her 
arms about his neck in great tranfports of joy ) as he knew that ashreff 
had carried away his lifters and other relations, he was the more fur- 
prized to find this perfon to be his mother. This lady had, ever fipce 
the invafion of the Afghans, difguifed herfelf in tho habit of a Have, and 
fubmitted to all the offices of drudgery, which are ordinarily impofed on 
pcrfons in that fituation. 

The king, after enjoying.the latisfaftion to find one of his parents alive, 
prepared himfelf for the duties of a fovereign prince. He received all 
thofe who appeared before him in fo affable and obliging a manner, that 
he won them entirely to his intereft; and though their poverty was very 
great, they contributed as liberally as pofiible to the fupport of the army, 
which was increafed to near 40,000 men. Taihmas, whofe tendernefi 
of nature became his crime, inftead of commanding his general to purfuc 
and extirpate his enemies, gave way to a melancholy turn of thought, 
Tzeiimas kouli khan took occafion from hence, to reprefent to him 
in a refpeCtful manner, that his prefent fituation ought to efface all re- 
membrance. of paft difgraces; the shah replied to this effect 1 “ How 
“ is it pofiible that my heart fbould be open to joyi are my own 
“ misfortunes, and thofe of my people to be forgotten, fo long as the 
' “ murderers of my father and brothers are yet at shirass, where my 
“ lifters, and other female relations, are held in flavcry by the vile AF- 
“ ghans ?" This was, in faCt, to' reproach tzehmas kouli khan for 
' his inactivity; for it was in his breaft to have purfued them, without 
E z giving 
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1729, giving them the leaft time to form any future projeft ; but this general, 
true to his own principles]" forefaw'that the remembrance of his fervices 
would wear out of the minds of the people, unlefs to the office of gene- 
raliffimo, he could add that of a prime mihifter, or at lead: poffefs a 
power adequate to it. Pie therefore took this occafion to reprelent to the 
shah, that he was very ready to march againft the enemy, and finiffi the 
bufinefs of reftoring to his majefty all his dominions ; but that he knew 
an army was not to be kept together without pay ; and moreover, he had 
learnt from the experience of lutf ali khan, towards the clofe of the 
unfortunate reign of his father, that the intrigues of a court often baffle 
the moft glorious military operations; therefore, if his majefty meant to 
compleat the work which was fo happily begun, a power muft be granted 
him to levy money for the payment of the army. 

V 

The king, who already defigned to give his aunt in marriage to this 
general, and had adtually made him begler beg of khorasan, was 
ftartled at his demand of this extraordinary power of levying money ; 
being fenfible that fuch a ftep was in fome meafurc to yield up the fove- 
reignty. Pie confulted however with fome of the principal officers, if 
there was any proper perfon to whom he could give the command of the 
army. Whether thefe officers were in the intereft of the general or not, 
they declared their opinion, that the foldiers would not willingly ferve 
under any other perfon than tahmas kouli khan ; and confequently, 
that it would be beft to comply with his demand for the prefent, and re- 
fent his infolence hereafter, when there ftiould not be any fuch preffing 
occafion for his fervices. The khan, thus obtaining his point in fo im- 
portant an article, profeffed an entire devotion to his mafter’s fervice : as 
a proof of which, he offered to take the field immediately, and go in 
fearch of the ArcHANS. Accordingly before the end of December this 
year, the Persian army began their march towards shirass. 
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PART III. . 

FROM THE 

Total defeat of the AFGHANS in 

JANUARY 17303 

TILL 

TaEHMAS KOULI KHAN is chosen king* 

IN MARCH 1736. 


C H A P. VI. 

Ashreff fops at SHIRASS. T^hmas kouli khan inarches and defeats 
the AFGHANS the 15th of JANUARY 1730. Flight, difrefs, and death 
of ashreff. T/FHMAS kouli khan marches againjl the Turks, and 
takes hamadan and tavris ; he makes a truce, returns to Herat, re- 
duces that province, and marches into khorasan. The shah marches 
to erivan, obtains feme advantages over the Turks, and is afterwards 
defeated near the aras, and again at hamadan. 


A SHREFF did not entertain the leaf! thoughts, that the aftive 1729. 
TAtHMAs kouli khan would remain long at Isfahan j on the 
contrary, he expeited to be clofely purfued. He had, befides 
his army, a numerous caravan, of which part confided in camels loaded 
with the plunder of Isfahan ; yet the firft day he marched fixty miles. 

His intentions were to have taken the rout of kherman, but hearing that 
the balouches were in arms, and concluding they would have no regard 
to him as a fugitive prince, poilelled of great riches, he determined to 
march to shirass. When he was informed that the Persian army was 

loitering 
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1729; loitering in Isfahan, he had leifure to plundei and ravage_the province, - 
aS well as the city-, and gave a lnofe to all that baibarity, which the coiji- 
plicated motives of revenge and avarice can fuggeft to a mind naturally 
cruel.^ To this he was the more induced, by the condudt of the Per- 


sians in Isfahan towards the Afghans. , ' 1 


‘ Task mas kouli khan having fupported the rigor of the feafon witlt 
great conftancy, after a march of twenty days arrived near astakhar 
His troops had differed very much by the feverity of the feafon, and want 
of provifions, the ArGHANS having laid the countiy wafte 5 fo that the 
Persian general found hts atmy confiderably dimimfhed, by mortality 
and defertion. The Afghans having fixed their camp in an advan- 
tageous fituation, determined to try the fortune of another battle. The 
Persian troops, on their part, were impatient to give a fimfhing ftroke 
1730. W the Afghans. The 15th of January, tasmas kouli khan at- 
tacked the Afghans with all his troops, with the fame vigor as he had 
done at mourtchakok, and put them inflantly to flight j infomuch that 
he was apprehenfive, ■ left by fo feeble a refiftance they meant only to 
draw him into an ambufcade. Ho had adopted it as a maxim, not to fe- 
parate his troops ; being fenfible that when a detachment is. routed, their 
flight often throws a whole army into confuflon ; and that the fpeed with 
whjch the vanquifhed fly, is but a precarious fecurity to them, fince the 
conqueror muft overtake them at laft. 1 


An excefs of caution, may bring on the fame confequences as rafhnefs t 
the khan’s great circumfpcdhon, upon this occafion, gave the Afghans 
an opportunity to concert meafutes for their fecure retreat, with all their 
valuable effedts. The houfes, gardens, and narrow paffages about the 
city of suirass, were fiich as rendered the approach difficult; and die 
khan refolved to put nothing to an unneceffary hazard, fince it was 
plain that the pride of the atghans was humbled to the duft. 

Thefe people had however taken a refolution, to defend a paffage in the 
north fide of the mountains, which leads to the city 5 and dividing their 

men 

* This city is near the rums of the antient PinsEroLis. 
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men into platoons, made feveral difcharges on the Persian army : finding f73°* 
this did not hinder the Persians from marching on in regular order, they 
fled to shirass. Ashrefi- being now reduced to the laft extremity, fent 
two of his principal officers tq tashmas kouli khan, with offers of de- 
livering up the princefies, alfo the treafure and other effedls belonging to 
the crown, on condition that he and his troops fliould retire out of Persia 
unmolefted, and carry with them their families, arms, and baggage. To 
this the khan replied, that lie would not comply with fuch propofils j on 
the contray, that if they did not deliver up ashreff, he would put all 
the AFGHANS to the fvvord. Thefe officers then' pretended, that if the 
khan would grant them quarter, they would deliver up their chief: 
to this no definitive anfwer was given, but the deputies were permitted 
to retire. 

In the interim ashrei-f, who was not ignorant that he had nothing 
to expedt but a ciuel death, if he fell into the hands of the Persians, 
marched off in the night, and was got to fome dilfancc before the khan 
was informed of it. It may be prefumed, that it did not give him any 
great concern time be had miffed the recovery, of the princcffes of the 
royal blood, however he might be affedted with regard to the treafure. 

In order to facilitate their retreat, the Afghans feparated into different 
bodies; it therefore became the more difficult to- prevent their flight. 

The khan was not perhaps fo much concerned about this, as his army 
imagined; fince every circumftance of his condudt proved that he was in 
his heart a tartar, and more difpofed to favour that nation than the na- 
tives of Persia; and thus we may, in fome meafuie, reconcile a condudt 
feemingly fo contrary to the natural adlivity of his genius. However, on 
his arrival at shirass, he caufed feveral of the Afghans, whom he found 
there, to be put to death : thofe of any diflindtion he lent prifoners to 
Isfahan with the news of his vidtory. 

Altho’ ashreff had made a fudden and feeret flight, fome of the parties, 
which the khan detached after him, overtook the Afghans, and a flair— 
mifh enfued, hut the Persians were obliged to retreat. It is not eaiy to 
8 figure 
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1730. figure the difficulties which ashreff encountered ; this liphes ferving only 
to increafe his danger : befides the great diftrefs he was in for provifion 
and forage, in the dead of winter, he was perpetually attacked, on every 
fide by the peafants, till at length he was obliged to abandon his baggage, 
and after that to drop all the Persian women and children, whom he 
was carrying into captivity. Some of his followers, jtranfportcd with rage 
and jealoufy, killed their women, to prevent their falling into the hands 
of their enemies. 

' - it 

Under thefe circumflances, it was impoflible for'them to keep together 
in any confiderable body : their divifion gave an opportunity to moll of 
their captives to efcape ; and among thefe were the aunt and lifter of shah 
T/fhmas. As foon as thefe ladies returned to shirass, they were conducts 
ed honourably to the court at Isfahan, and the former was given to 
TjEhmas kouli khan in marriage. Hunger and thirll, cold and fatigue, 
with inceflant lkirmilhes, having difperfed the Afghans ; ashreff had 
with him only 200 men, when he was attacked by a body of the da- 1 
louches w : he made a very gallant defence, but at length he and his people 
were cut to pieces. • ' > 

Thus ended the ufurpation of the AFGHANS, but not the calamities of 
PERSIA. The death of ashreff was but a prelude to thofe milchiefs, 
which nadir, that fcourge of heaven, was to bring on this unhappy 
country. The weaknefs of hussein’s reign, had been the firft apparent 
caufe, which by a chain of effedts could hardly'fail to plunge this mifer- 
able nation into further misfortunes, not inferior to thofe it had felf under 
the cruel Afghans. i 

T ehmas kouli khan remained about two months in shirass, and 
rcfrcfticd his army. As foon as the fpring approached, he directed his 
courfe towards hamadan: his name was already fo formidable to the 

TURKS, 

* There ere djiTcrcnt account! gives concerning the place where thus afciiav chief ended hir 
life, Lulav the defect of ieccatan war hi* rout to ukuaimi, tC clay he prefumed that he wa* 
not very far advanced ta that country when ti..v ever* happened. 

7 
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xurks, that front his valour and experience, they dreaded the lofs of thofe 
dominions, which they had conquered during the late troubles in Persia. 
If he was an objed of terror to them, his condu&alio gave.umbrage at the 
court of Isfahan ; the afcendency he had obtained by means of the 
army under Ins command, rendered him already too great for a fubjefh 

Shahmhmas had no fooner made a diipofition of his interior govern- 
ment, than he fent an embaflador to the port, to acquaint the grand 
fignior of his re-eflablifliment in the government of the Persian empire; 
and that he defired to live in perfedt amity with the Turks ; demanding, 
however, the reftitution of his dominions, which they had taken during 
the troubles, and alfo all the Persian prifoners. The embaflador had 
hardly opened his commiflion, when news arrived at Constantinople, 
that the Persian army had already taken hamadan. The Turkish mi- 
niftry enraged at this proceeding, declined any further conference.. The 
embaflador declared, that he believed the news was not true, or that thofe 
hoftdities had been committed.contrary to his mailer's intention, by fomc 
rebellious fubjedls: however, the turks refolved immediately to declare 
war againft the Persians, and accordingly made great preparations to 
carry it on with vigor. 

In the mean while, T/EHMAS kouli khan had by his arbitrary pro- 
ceedings, and the abufe of his authority, rendered his fecurity abfolutely 
inconfiftent with peaceable meafures ; or, indeed, with any other fttua- 
tion than that of being at the head of an army. He had, in fadt, beaten 
ABDALLAH basha, and taken hamadan, and following the Turks to 
kermanshah, compleated the defeat of that army. After putting gar- 
rifons in thefe places, he marched for tavris and ardeville f , which 
the basha kouproli was ordered to defend with 40,000 men ; how- 
ever, the khan having out-marched him, took thefe places. The 
Turks being thus terrified at the progrefs of the Persians, demanded a 
truce, to which TjEHMAS kouli khan confented the more readily, as 

the 

I This city had been taciouj for the fepukhres of the r Eft 31 a u Lsrgs, lor college! richly erdossed, 
and mofques with colUy ornament! in Riser , bet the TURKS during the troubles -bruLCsi the Ltd', 
and plunder'd the riches. 
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the abdollees of HERAT had revolted, and formed a confiderable army. 
Upon this he returned back with a laige body of his troops, and by a 
laborious march entered the country of esfekain, and defeated the ae- 
dollees in a pitched battle. He then blockaded hekat, which being 
unprovided for a liege, was obliged' to fubmit. , Hcput the governor and 
all the principal perfons concerned in the rebellion to death, and leav- 
ing a garrifon of his own men, he marched to mesched, 

Tpehmas shah concluded that the truce with the port would not ter- 
minate in any accommodation : the Turks took advantage of the abfence 
of kouli khan, and great preparations were made for the march of tire 
ottoman armies. The shah therefore left Isfahan in October, with 
an army of about 20,000 men, direfling his courfe towards tavkis, where 
he joined the troops left by his general tmmas kouli khan. From 
thence he marched over the mountains of 'Armenia, in the height of 
1731. winter, by which he loft a confiderable number of his men: and about 
the end of February he reached erivan. Ah basha, seraskier of 
that province, had taken care to fupply the city, not only for a liege, -but 
alfo to afl offepfively againlt the Persians when a favourable opportunity 
flrould offer : accordingly hecaufed 6000 of his men to march out of the 
garrifon to attack the Persians, with inftruflions to retreat at the firft lire. 
This order was executed fo well, that the p er^ians having the apppearance 
of aviflory, followed the Turks, and fell into the fnare; for a malked 
battery of cannon was played on them fo furioully, that they loft a great 
number of men. The easiia at the fame time marched out of hi? camp, 
and attacked the Persians in flank, fo that the battle became very bloody 
on both lides; however, the Persian valour was fuperior to that of the 
Turks, who were driven back to their entrenchments. The shah then 
laid liege to the caftlc, but the tup.ks having laid the country vvarte, he 
foon found his army in diftrefs for provilions, and was obliged to raife the 
fiege. The Persian army then direfled their courfe towards tavris. 
Ah basha followed them, and foon met and joined the forces of basha . 
kouproi.1. The union of the Turkish troopshaving rendered them fu- 
perior to the Persians, they attacked the Persian army near ihe city 
AST ab at, and defeated them, pulliing fomc of their troops into the river 

2 ZLNGUI ; ' 
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zengui ^ i.many of. them.werc drowned, and a great number taken pri- 
foners. • Among the latter was sejftie kouli khan, a general of diltincl 
tion, who had been formerly the athejiat doulet of shah hussein. 
This perfon, now,about 60 years ,of age, was remarkable for his know- 
ledge and bravery. .When lie was brought prifoner to Constantinople, 
the grand iignior' demanded of him,' why pt the late fiege of tavris he 
had differed the chief mullah and his family to be maffacred ? He an- 
fwered in an undaunted tone, “ There are rafcals in Persia Js well as in 
“ turkey, and when a place is taken by aflaulr, it is iinpoffible for 
“ commanders, to. preyent.diforders.*,’. Whatever might be the reafons 
-which induced the ottoman court to behave thus cruelly to this gallant 
officer; he was conducted richly cloithed, with his hands tied behind 
him, to a place near the feraglio, where the grand Iignior glutted his 
refentment in feeing his head cut off. In the mean time, the Persian 
embaffadors had been very ill treated, and even plundered on the road, fo 
that the t urks feemed to obferve no terms with their enemies, but de- 
termined to lay wade the borders of Persia with lire and fword. 

T,£hmas shah had, befoic his defeat near astabat, refolved to aban- 
don tavris, in order to provide for the fecurity of hamadan, to which 
achmed basha was preparing to lay liege. The Persian army reached 
the plains of hamadan in September, being reduced from 50 * to lels 
than 30,000 men. With tliefe were joined the garnfon of the city ; and 
a bloody battle enfued between the two armies, in which the Turks were 
victorious. The shah returned with his fcattered forces to casbin ; and 
hamadan fell again into the hands of the Turks. Thus the ottomaji 
army gained this year, what they loti the year before. 

During tbefe tranfaCtions in the field, the fituation of afiairs in turret 
was changed by mteftine commotions. As they had moreover. much to lole, 
without a profpeCt of making any further acquifition, peace was become 
very defirabie. Achmed, basha of bagdat, in confequenceof.the fuccels 
of the Persians the preceding year, had received orders .to make a peace 
with them on the belt terms he could. Ibrahim i basha, the grand 
Fa " 1 vizir, 

r This riser fills into tbe a has, a Ink belotv astabat. * It may be piefomed that 

he conceit! a great number of forces m bis march thiough Persia mto the tuarish dominions, 
belielci the force, he found at tavris. a 
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j, vizir, was apprehenfive that if fuccefs attended the arms of the Persians 1 
in reconquering the provinces wrefted from that monarchy, during the 1 
invafion of the Afghans, fuch ' an event would necefiarily render his 
fafety the more precarious, as he was already odious to the people. 

t The end of September the preceding year, a great revolution hap- 
pened at Constantinople ; and as this event was attended with re-, 
markable circumllances, it will not be foreign to our fubjedl, to give a, 
fuccindt account of it. J r i 


CHAP. VII. 

An account of the revolution in turkey. The grand vizir, and feveral 
ether great officers put to death. Achmed the IHd dethroned. Ma- 
hommed advanced to the government. The extraordinary adventures of 
patrona kalil, chief of the rebels. ’ 1 

T730. TT often pleafes the wifdom of providence to accomplifli the greateft 
JL> ends by ignoble inflruments., Patrona kalil, a native of Alba- 
nia, who had been a common failor, and was now only 3 fimple Jamf- 
fary,’ became the inftrument of dethroning achmed the III. the grand 
figmor, in refentment of the evil admmiftration of the government, and 
the rapacious avarice of ibrahim basha the grand vizir. 

Patrona appeared in arms the z8tk of September, at the head of afew 
defperate fellows. It was agreed this fmall body fliould divide itfclf into 
three companies, and taking different routs they were to'meet at atmei- 
dan% which was appointed tlieir general rendezvous. This difpofmon 
being made, patrona began his march, difplaying a fmall llandard j his 
companions, with fabres in their hands, cried out, that all lhopkeepcrs and 
mcchanicks fliould fliut up their fhops, and every good mufliilman fhould 
follow their enfigns to atmeidan, where they would communicate the 
juft caufc of their appearing m arms againft the prefent government. The 
two other companies having done the fame, the whole city was in an alarm, 

and 
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and the (hops, were /hut up. The Turks who did not join them, confined ‘‘ 
themfelves to their houfes. _ The grand fignior, ' and his vizir ibrahim, 
were at their country palaces at Scutari ; and the revs effendi b was 
alfo at one of his country houfes on "the canal which extends to the black 
sea. ( This minifter, being given up to his natural indolence' treated the 
account which was lent of the tumult as a matter below his attention; 
fo that there was 'no perion of authority to quaih this commotion in the 
city,' except the aga of the Janiflaries, and the kiaya* of the 'grand 
vizir. The laft, apprehenfive of danger, retired; whilit the aga. put 
himfelf at the head_of his guards, defigning to difperfe the mob. He 
foon found that his very guards were "corrupTed ; and'inftead of being 
difpofed to adt offenfively againft the_ promoters of the fcdition, they be- 
gan to complain of his not joining with them to obtain juftice of the 
grand vizir. . 1 ' 

Things being thus circumftanced, he was intirely at a lofs what mea- 
fures to take, till news was brought him that a party of the rebels were 
gone to plunder his palace; upon which he retired to provide for his 
own fecurity. 1 The mob incrcafed every moment: they obliged. all the 
Turks they met to join them, threatening to kill thofe who refufed ; and 
fome unhappy perfons. who had no inclination to embark in fo delperate 
an enterprize, adtually fell a facrifice to their fury. They now broke 
openin' the prifons, and made flaves and malefactors the companions of 
their fortune. As 'their number augmented, thole whom fear, rather 
than inclination had hitherto reftrained, became the partners of their re- 
ibellion. Thus the fire of fedition had already made a great progrefs, 
before the g,and vizir had received any exadl information of it; fo that it 
i was not till four in the afternoon that the mufti d , the kaimakhan *, 
;aod the kiaya, with feveral other principal officers of ftate, came to 
1 inform him to what a height the infurredlion was arrived. , Immediately 
i a councilnvas held, which Lifted till, night without any refeluuon, but 
..that they fhould hold another council at the palace of the grand fignior. 

Here 
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17.30. Here it was refolved that the court fliould immediately go to constan- 
’ TiNortEj and they accordingly embarked in a yatcb. They were no 
fooner arrived, than the grand vizir, with the other minifters, began to 
deliberate what meafures to take under fiich preffing circumdances, which 
* were of fuch a nature, as feemed already to baffle the utmoft of their drill 
and authority. They refolved however unanimoufly, that the only ef- 
fectual method was the force of arms, and therefore a body of troops 
Ihould be collected. This indeed feemed to be the.only expedient , but 
the grand fignior being informed of their refolution, was unwilling to try 
fuch defperate means. As foon as it was day, his highnefs fent one of, 
the principal officers of the bostangis ‘ to atjueidan, to command the 
rebels in the gland fignior’s name to retire ; and to acquaint them that if 
they did not diew a teady obedience, his highnefs would be obliged to 
have recourfe to arms. They made reply with great unconcern, that they 
were aflembled for the honour and welfare of the date, and would not lay 
down their arms, till the fultan redrefied their grievances. 

The grand fignior highly incenfed at fo infolent an anfwer, gratified 
his refentment m teproachmg his vizir ibkhaim as the caufe of the dis- 
order. The vizir laid the fault on the ksimakkax, loading him witli 
the mod heavy reproaches in the prcfencc of the fultan ; turning towards 
whom he find, “ Will your highnefs differ that a wretch fo vile and de- 
“ fpicable as this (hall longer enjoy the light.” The fultan druck with 
the manner in which his vizir accufed the jcaimakhah, caufed him im- 
mediately to be arrefted : and then afiuming a compofed air, difeourfed 
with the vizir upon the fituation of their affairs. Ibrahim who was an 
able, tho’ not an honed minider, found the advice his mader gate was 
impracticable : therefore, without amufing him with vain projeds, he re- 
commended -force as the only expedient to reduce the rebellion. “ I 
“ fee,” continued he, “ in this crifis of the empire, only two expedients; 
“ either tliat your highnefs put yourfelf at the head of your hotidiold 
“ troops, and fall upon the rebels, or that you permit me to go in your 
“ place. I flatter myfelf that I am fufficiently beloved by the foldiers to 
“ form a confiderable party, as foon as I drall appear.” 

. ' The 
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The timorous fultan rehthed neither of thefe propofals, but ftill vainly iyjo. 
endeavoured to avad himfelf of the right he derived as fovereign of the 
people. He therefore caufed the ftandard of mahommed to be forthwith 
difplayed at the gates of the feraglio, and ordered a proclamation to be made 
from the ramparts, that every foldier who would come under this banner, 
to aflift him in reducing the rebels, fhonld receive a gratification of 30 
crowns h ; and, moreover, that their pay iliould be augmented two afpcrs. 

He foon found that thefe fair promifes were ineffectual, and therefore gave 
orders that the bostangis fhould be affembled, but neither were thefe 
orders practicable, for thofe who were capable of bearing arms concealed 
themfelves, having no inclination to fight in behalf of a minifiry, which 
had been long odious to them. His next application was to the marine ; 
but before any number of men could be collected, patrona icalil, at the- 
head of a body of rebels, fell upon the.arfenal, drove the captain basha 
from it, and threatened the foldiers of the marine, if they perfifted in de- 
fending the court, he would grant them no quarter, but would burn their 
houfes, together with all the fliips and gallies belonging to the fultan. 1 By 
this means, he difperfed a great number who had already received mopey 
for enlifling, and brought off others to join his party , at the fame time, ho 
augmented his forces with all the Turkish malefactors and Haves, who 
were m the gallies and baths. 

At length the grand fignior fent a deputation to the rebels, demanding 
what their intentions were ; they anfwered, that they defired the mufti, 
the grand vizir ibrahim basha, the kaimaxhan, mustapha basha, 
and MAHOMMED the kiaya, might be delivered to them : with regard to 
his highnefs, they were fatisfied with his reign, and wifhed him profperity. 

Upon this anfwer, the fultan immediately caufed the two lafl: to.be ar- 
refted, and fent to acquaint the rebels that they.fliould be put to death; 
but that, in confideration of his compliance fo far, they ought to be con- 
tented with the banifhment of the Mum and yizir. The rebels con- 
fented' to Ipare the mufti, but ftill perfifted in their firft demand in re- 
gard to the vizir ; infomuch, that the fultan found his own fecurity 
would be endangered by his refufal. 

j t In 
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In the mean while patrona conduced himfelf with all the dignity 
and good order of a commander in chief, exafting an oath from his com- 
panions, that they fhould commit no hind of excefs. For the better 
fupporl of their difcipline, forne, who had committed thefts and diforders, 
were actually punithed with death by a confent of the leaders of the re- 
bellion : by which means the city was fupplied with provifions as ufual. 
The J aniflaries, who had revolted long before in their hearts, joined the 
rebels at atmeidan, where they formed a regular camp. This Hep feem- 
ed to render the affairs of the court defperate ; however, the fultan made 
another effort to obtain the life of ibrahim basha : to which the rebels 
made no other reply, than that they had already done enough in pardon- 
ing the mufti. The grand vizir, and other great officers already men- 
tioned, were accordingly condemned to die, and the 30th of September. 
the delinquents were condudted to kapu orasi k . The approach of death 
fo terrified the kiaya, that he rendered up his foul without the hand of 
the executioner. The kaimakhan performed the offices of devotion, 
and received the abfolution which is ufual on fuch important occafions, 
in a very compofed and regular manner. The vizir did not exprefs lefs 
fortitude and coropofure, but he neither faid his prayers, nor received 
abfolution j obferving, that as his life was fo near an end, he would not 
give himfelf that trouble. 

How far the grand vizir had milbehaved, during the long adminiflra- 
tion of twelve years, may be judged from the immenfe riches which he 
left behind him. One of the gentlemen of his bed-chamber 1 , who had 
been in his fecrets, now confeffed that in a vault under the pigeon-houfe, 
which this minifler had caufed to be built in one of the courts of the fe- 
raglio, his riches were depofited. From hence were taken four iron chefts,' 
of which three contained 18 long leather bags, with 60,000 fequins " fun- 
duklis in each, and the fourth contained a great quantity of precious Hones. 
The kiaya of Ibrahim's harram, who had a perfefl knowledge of his af- 
fairs, confeffed that a great part of thefe riches was the price of injuftice , and 
' that 

k The apaerracot in [he fera^Iio, where prifonera of Hate are put to death. 1 Atacta a 

* At 9 /. ifd. the fequin u 1,5 1 2,000 / which feems to he much too large a fiaa 
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that he had himfelf been employed In the moft fecret manner, at different 
times, in conveying money into theCe chaffs. 

The next day in the morning, the bodies of thefe three' great officers, 
without any funeral rites, and almoft naked, were conveyed in a cart to 
ATMriDAN, followed by a crowd, who expreffed great contempt and re- 
fentment of the condudt of thefe minifters by infulting their remains, and 
declaring with loud acclamations, that they hoped all the enemies of their 
religion and country would meet with the fame fate. When the bodies 
were brought into the camp, the rebels were loud in their expreffions of 
refen'tment, that the grand fignior had not delivered the.traitors alive, as he 
had promifed. It was urged, on the other hand, that the fultans had 
never been accutlomed to deliver their minillers alive into. the hands of 
their enemies, and that they ought to be fatisfied with the, great con- 
defcenfion which his highnefs had (hewn upon this occafion. , 

The rebels having carried their, point thus far, were intoxicated with 
their own fuccefs , and began to declare without referve, that they would 
depofe die sultan acumed III. and fet his nephew mahommsd on the 
throne. They confidered that .Achmed was naturally cruel, and had 
caufed all thole to be put to death who had dethroned his brother must a- - 
pha II. in 1703 , and confequently, they could expeft very little quarter 
from him, fliould his power be again eftabliihed, as they had been the 
authors of the death of his near relation Ibrahim : on the contrary, Ibould. 
they chufe mahommed, who had been confined for feven .and. twenty, 
years, there was' great reafon to believe he would acknowledge their fer- 
vices. Achmed, in reality, had given them no remarkable caufe of com- 
plaint, 'except : his great favour to lbrahim,basiia; fo that it was income 
meafure difficult to find a Ipecious motive for this laft afl: of violence _oa 
the Hate. ‘ They pretended, that the body' of the vizir ibrahim was not, 
among thofe of the delinquents,” however, after hanging the bodies of, 
the kaimanhan andKlAVA, each upon a tree, as Ipefhcles to the peo-. 
pie, theyjdragged die third, which was really Ibrahim’s, at a horfe’s 
tail to the gates, of the feragljo. - , 1 , 1 
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Here they demanded with the moft clamor'ou/infolence, that the real 
vizir with' all his creatures' fliould be delivered 50 ’them alive, as alfo the 
reys effendi ; adding, that as they could not depend on_ the promifes 
of achmed, who contrary to all laws’, perfi'fted in 1 protedling a villain, 
whofe avarice had plunged the ftate 1 into the greateft diftrefs, he was 
no longer worthy to reign : at the fame time they proclaimed mahom- 
med. Achmed tried’ every expedient to quiet them, offering them con- 
Jiderable rewards, and to deliver up all thofe whom they demanded ; 
but they were inflexibly bent on dethroning him. On their return to 
atmeidan, they threw the carcals of ibrahim into the common road, 
near -a fountain, where this minifter had eredted an elegant ftrudture' 
about two years before, as an embellifliment to the city, and for the.ufe 
of the people. t 

The rebels having plunged themfelves fo deep, began to find the ne- 
ceflity of fome perfon, fkilled and experienced in politics, to conduit 
them in the completion of their work." Ispiri zade, one of the fultan’s 
chaplains, though he had often received the higheft marks of the royal 
bounty, had the ingratitude to abandon his mafter, and join in the con- 
fpiracy. This man had concealed his ambition under the cloak of piety 
and mortification, and was now fecretly become their chief advifer. The 
ill of October he entered the feraglio,’ - where he found the minifters of 
achmed under a great confirmation, not knowing what would be the 
iffue of the rebellion. As foon as this treacherous pneft entered the apart- 
ment, the minifters inquired impatiently what was palling in the city. 
He anfwered with the air of a man depreffed with forrow : “ The rebels 
“ will not upon any account fubmit'that achmed fiiall reign over them 
“ any longer; all my endeavours 1 ^ in favour of the fultan are rendered 
“ abortive, by the fiercenefs of their ammolity. It is in vain to flatter 
“ ourfelves any longer, that we fiiall be able to alter their refolution.” J 


At thefe words, the whole allembly became motionlefs, and unable to 
utter a word. The perfidious ispiri. zade, obferving that there was 
no body who dared to acquaint the fultan with this news, went himfelf. 
As foon as he entered the royal ptefence, achmed faid, “ Are the rebels 

•1 ' “ y <* 
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“ ‘yet at atmeidan ? why do they not retire ? I have lhewn them more 1730. 
" favour than I ought : I have offered to do themjuftice on thofe of 
ct whom they complain j and I have promifed them large prefents ; what 
<e would they have more?’* Ispiri zade replied, in a bold but com- 
pofed tone, c < Thy reign is fimfhed ; thy revolted fubjeCts will no longer 
a fubmit to thy dominion.” Achmed, fhrting up, replied, u Whence 
“ comes it that you have delayed to give me this information?” Then 
running immediately to the apartment a of mahommed his nephew, he 
took him by the hand, and conducting him to the throne, placed him 
there himfelf, ,and was ( the firft who faluted him as emperor. Among 
many, tender.things, he fpoke to this effect : w Remember that your fa-j 
“ ther Iofl the place in which you are now feated, by his blind com- 
“ plaifance for his mufti feizoullah efffndi ; and that I lofe it my-j 
(t felf, by having trufted too much to my vizir ibrahim basha. Learn 
<f from our examples not to confide in your minifters without due cir- 
u cum/peChon. If I had always followed my old maxims, I fhould 
“ never have left mine fo long in place, or omitted to have demanded 
<c frequent and regular accounts of the affairs of the empire. Perhaps I 
u might have then finifhed my reign as glorioufly as I began it. Farewel ; 

“ I wifli that yours may be more happy; and I hope that you will have 
“ a proper regard for me and my children, whom I recommend to your 
<c care.” Immediately the unfortunate achmed retired to thofe apart- 
srawts vfWh hvs. nephew had yaft quwted. f 

After the ceremony of the inauguration of the new fultan was per- 
formed with the ufual pomp, and he had received the honours due to 
thL 1 high dignity; his cunofity excited him to fee patron A kalil, 
who had been the inftrument of his exaltation to the throne. This man 
appeared before the grand fignior in the habit of a common Jamffiry, 

\\ ith his naked knees. He advanced with a bold air to the iultan’s throne, 
and kified his hand. His hjghne/s /aid, “ What can I do for thee ? 

“ Thou haft a right to demand of me any favour.” Tins artful wicked 
fellow, now gave marks of more noble and generous fentiments, than 
could be expedled from his birth and paft life, and anfwered the fultan 
G 2 v / j ! to 
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1730, to tliis purpofc : “ As to^ the prefent time, I am arrived at tjiebigbeft point 
* “ of my wifhes,*in feeing your higbncfs on the throne of the ottoman 

“ empjie. .With regard to the future, I know I have nothing to expedt 
“ from yoij but an ignominious death.” The grand fignior replied, “ I 
y f«ear,I will never do. you any harm ; tell me only what recompcnce I 
“ can make you, and I grant it before you alk.” “ Since your royal' 
“ goodnefs is without bounds,” replied patrona, “ I defire that you > 
“ will fupprefs all the new impofts with which your fubjedts have been 
“ loaded under the late adminiftration.” 1 

i i * 

This was a dangerous requeft, as it feemed to increafe the popularity 
of this fellow ; howevec the gtand figniot did not hefitate to comply, and 
orders were immediately given to fufpend the collection of thofe taxes. 
In the interim the rebels, far from dilhanding, committed many out- 
rages, particularly in pillaging feveral houfes of perfons profcribed, which 
had been fealed up with the royal feal. The new fultan could not but 
havp a quick refentment of fo great a mark of difrepeft, as well as viola- 
tion of the laws ; however, as he was not yet fecure on his throne, he 
1 defired that they would refrain from fuch kind of executions ; reprefenting 
at the fame time, that as they had placed him on the throne; they ought to 
leave tlie power and authority of punifbing to him, in the manner which 
he fhould think moft convenient. Thefe gentle remonftrances, though 
' founded in the highefl reafon, did not prevail on the bjfe and undil- 
ciphned minds of the rebels ; on the contrary, they renewed their in- 
flances that the keys effendi fhould be delivered up to them. Tiro’ 

1 this mimfter had not been fo guilty as. the other officers of Hate, yet he 
thought proper to retire and conceal himfelf. But had he been prefent, 
the new fultan feemed in no difpofition to comply with their extrava- 
gance, the gratification gf which might have only ferved to increafe their 
tumultuous fury. 

The rebels proceeded in rifling the houfes of thofe who were moil 
obnoxious to them : the plunder of the grandees, together with the 
J riches of the vizir, enabled patrona' to make a plentiful diflnbution 
of money to gratify all his followers, among whom even children' and 

old 
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So 

old men, were admitted, as by ibis means he incrcafed his popularity. 
■The (lieutenant-general of the Januaries, the' chofen by the rebels, was 
confirmed by the l'ultan ; he therefore took the liberty to reprefent, that 
Vo profufc a liberality to perfons fo little intitlcd to it, ill fuited with juft 
government, in tbe.c-eufc of which they had taken up arms: but tills 
unhappy officer, for his indifereet zeal, was cut to pieces on the fpot. 

The grand fignior, obferving that it would be impoffible to' eftablifli 
peace whilft patron A appeared in arms, propofed to give him'a'ricli 
government, or a fum of money to retire. Patrona knew well' that 
he could have no fccurity but- in arms ; however he continued to chaftife 
thofe who committed any outrage without his permilfion. All the new 
officers of date, out of fear of his lawlefs power, paid him the greateft 
refpeft. ■ ■ 


Patrona at length rcflc£fing, that the charadler of a’.difihr’ereflcd 
patriot, in which he had hitherto appeared, would not fujiport him,’ when 
the lives of the inhabitants of constan riNOPtc, together with 'their 
wealth fliould ccafc to be in his power; began to accept briber, and to 
fell his favours for money. His companions being informed of it, c\- 
prefted their rcfentincnt with fomc bitternefs,' as he thus violated thofe 
principles, in defence of which they had taken up arms. The matter 
was but too apparent, and tended much to weaken his intcreft; however, 
he ftill pretended that all his paflions and defires centered in the public 
good. , , , . , 


Their plundering and proferiptions ftill continuing, the iultan convoked 
•a council, compofed of his new multi and principal officers of ftate. In 
confecpiencc of this, the mufti prepared his religious artillery, by fending 
his tetpa to the rebel camp at atme:dan„ by the istameoui. cr- 
pendi “. This was a humorous whimfical fellow, who having from the 
beginning taken the part of the rebels, was in great efteem among ft them; 
and plajed'his part fo well, that tire moll fcnfible among the Janiffaries 
‘confirmed to retire to their quarters, and to fubmit to the fultan's pleafurej 
t\t the fune time tlie rebels were threatened, that if they did not retire, 
~ ’ ' . ’ ' the 
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1730. “ war, to prevent greater evils, and to revenge ourfelves on them for the 
« blood of muffulmen, which they have been the caufe of fpillmg. Let 
“ us immediately fend a great army againft them, tvhilft the tartars 
“ invade the country of tliefe infidels on the other fide, and bring the 
« inhabitants into flavery. I think alfo that there is an abfolute necefiity 
“ to curb the bafhas on the fiontiers, in tlieir evil pra&ices, fo far from 
“ taking care of the troops, and regarding the Janiffaries as the fure fup- 
“ port of this monarchy, they tieat them ill, and retain their pay for 
“ their private ufe, and to gratify their own creatures." ( 1 

‘lie made feveral other remarks in as wild and indigefted a manner, 
whilft the whole afiembly, with hearts full of indignation, deplored the 
wietcfied fituation of the date, that obliged the gieat council of the ot- 
toman empire to hear this” defpicable wretch prefume to give laws. At 
length the khan of the tartars, tired of hearing his impertinent dif- , 
courfe, faid, ‘‘ You, who fpeak fo much of war, do you know what it is ? , 
“ What teafons ate there that his highnefs (hould declare war againft the 
“ Russians ? Do you not know that the court is at peace with them ; 

“ and that without juft caufe we ought not to break that peace? Before 
“ 'we proceed to fuch extremities, we ought to know the truth of the , 
“ extraordinary reports which you make. After this, upon mature de- 
“ liberation, ,we might refolve whether peace or war is mod for the ho- 
“ nour and advantage of the empire. Thefe are not fuch light nutters , 
“ as you feem to imagine: tell me by what rout you would penetrate 
“ into Russia?" “ By what rout, v replied patrona, “ that is a plea- . 
“ fant queftion indeed; why can’t we go the fame way as we did before, 

“ you on one fide, and we on the other?” The tartar prince, with 
an air that plainly Ihevved he thought it below his dignity to make any 
anfwer, otherwife than as the circumftances of the date rendered it ne- 
ceflary to temporize, fpoke to this effedt; « Formerly we paffed through 
“ rot. an D , becaufc we were then at war with the polandfrs, but 
“ at prefent we are at peace with them. Is it juft to fpread dcfola- 
“ tion among people, againft whom we have no caufe of complaint? 

“ Lo you know that an army of an hundred thoufand tartars, can- 

>ot 



Chap.Vir. . • NADIR SHAH. ' 

( “ n °t maroh into a country without ruining it? It is true that war is the 
“ proper occupation, and the real fource of the riches of my fubjeds ; 
“ fliut up in the plains of the crim, as we have no trade, we decline 
“ into poverty; but we had rather facrifice our particular intereft, than 
“ juftice, equity, and the laws of nations. We know that wars are the 
“ chaftifements of heaven ; and we ought to reflect maturely before 
“ we take up arms, that we may not repent when we are obliged to 
" lay them down again. Thefe are not affairs to be refolved on in- ’ 
“ a hurry.” Patroma replied, “ I fee no barm in carrying defok- 
“ tfon into the country of infidels ; and as to our deliberations, I did 
“ not cxpeCt this council fhould have been compofed of more than you, 

“ mouslouk aca r , tile grand vizir, a few other perfons, and my- 
“ felf ; and for the future, if you pleafe, it fhall be fo, that we may 
“ conduS our bufinefs with more fecrecy; otherwife the infidels, being 
“ informed of our refolutions, will difconcert our meafures." “ When 
“ the bufinefs of a council,” replied the khan, “ is to confult of war 
“ or peace, it is a maxim 'eftablifhed among us, to have numerous af- 
“ femblies, that we may know the different fentiments of men upon fo 
“ weighty a concern. You fee that ibrahim basha, ambitious of go- 
“ verning alone, not only periflied himfelf by an ignominious death, but 
“ was near drawing on the ruin of the empire. It is aflonifhing, that fo 
“ recent and terrible an example does not inftrud you to avoid the danger 
“ of directing folely ; but I declare, if that continues, I will fupplicate 
“ his highnefs to fend me into the remoteft banifliment, rather than be a 
“ witnefs to the violation of his honour,' and the ruin of the Hate.” 

So bold a declaration as this, could not but fijence the formidable pa- 
tron A. The council broke up, and nothing was determined. Many 

entertained 

1 The v.--, arother Jin Baiy of the lame ilatrp a: tat * 03 1 htmfelf, a' a h_d forfo cd Bn h r e on 
fecal occ-f o, , This fellow, dur tig the tnuiLHionS of the late rcioltuon, went iw li -n impcrc-t 
air into fonjc of the trib-nah in cokjtantiioph, and without refcr.e difpatclcd las cjnala-.ca 
V ,1 0 attended him, iv th order* to till Inch and fnch fer'en: ; letting thefe who were prelect I roiv 
at the Hi e time who he was, and that Le had the gift of thfcoienng the he-rts of mo 1 that he 
loved honed neo ard tinted nft-Ji t balding theraioo’a to thctnlcl.c*- Seen wa; the powc" ct iLe 
Ja-idnei a: t'nt true, aid .he terror which the; fpread threugh the c 
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■ entertained the rnoft ardent wiflies to fee the deftrudtion of the rebels j 
tvho, on their part, concerted mealures to put their own creatures in 
poffeffion cf the principal offices of the government, as the only means 
of fecurmg themfelves. 

Two days afterwards, the grand fignior invited patrona, mouslouk, 

. and the aga of the Janiflaries, to court, defiring to be informed of the 
, effeft of their conference, and to confult with them what meafures to 
purfue in regard to the affidrs of Persia, as well as the interior govern-. J 
ment of the empiie. At 1 1 o’clock they attended, with a retinue of 
fix and twenty perfons, whom they left in the firft court, and .were them- 
felves conduced to the chamber, where the ottoman princes are cir- 
. cumcifed’., Here they found the khan of the tartars, the mufti, 
the grand vizir, with other great officers of the crown, feated according 
to their rank : there were alfo many officers of the eostangis, and 
. other perfons, Handing. The rebels took their feats, without feeming to 
fufpeft any danger, as the bostangis are confidercd as domefiics of the 
feraglio, . ' 

The grand vizir opened the afiembly, and addreffing himfelf to pa- 
trona, faid, “ The grand fignior has made you beglekbeg of no- 
“ mania', and gives you the command of 30,000 men, with which 
“ you are to join achmed, basha of bagdat, and to act in concert 
“ with him againft the Persians." He next fpoke to mouslouk aga 
in thefe terms -. “ His highnefs his appointed you beglerbeg of NA- 
“ TOLr a, with a body of troops under your command." And then turn- 
- ing to, the aga of the Janiflaries, he acquainted him, “ That iie was 
“ appointed basha of three tails.” Thus he was going on, when'MUS- 
TAPHA aga* cried out aloud, * c Let all the enemies of the fiafe be c\- 
“ tirpated;” and immediately thirty of the officers of the bostangis 

fell 



Chap. VII. NADIR SHAH. . ' 

fell with their fabtes upon patrona kalil, moustouk, and the aga 1730; 
of the Janiflaries, The firft was drawing his dagger from under his furr ' 
to defend himfelf, when mustapha aga cut his arm with a ftrofce of 
his fibre : xiouslouk threw his robe over his face, and refigned himfelf 
to his dciliny like a cjesar. 

It may appear extraordinary, that thefe traitors left their guard in the 
outward court, however, the difficulty is reconciled, when we confider 
that the bufinefs they were to treat of, was of an important nature, and 
tint they had, in the fond prefumption of their imaginations, flattered 
themfelves into a belief that the grand flgnior had adopted their fenti- 
ments ; not only with regard to the affairs of the empire, but alfo in re- 
fpe& to the fecret manner in which they propofed to hold their councds* 
agreeably to what patrona had recommended in the laft aflembly, 

, As foon as thefe rebel chiefs were put to death, their bodies were 
thrown into the court before the apartment where the cataflrophe hap- 
pened. A meflengcr was immediately fent to acquaint their guard, that 
as the grand flgnior had been pleafed to prefent their chiefs with a' coat 
of honour, his highnefs intended alfo to give them each a cattan " ; and 
for this purpofe they were to enter three or four at a time, that the cere- 
mony might be performed with decency. Thefe deluded wretches were 
no fooncr arrived in the interior part of the fecond court, than they under- 
jKf.’af the Jatse Site as /heir an after* : .throe «f ahem an the runer murr nr 
length began to fufpeft, as none of their companions returned, that they 
were enfnared, and attempted to favc themfelves : but the gates were float 
upon them, and they were flaughtered in the fame manner as the others 

-The report now prevailed in the city, that patrona, jiouslouk, and 
-the aga of the Janiflaries,’ had been a long time in the feragho, all the 
gates of which were fhut. This brought feseral of the party thither, 

' who began to murmur, and thrcaten-violence , but as foon as they nw 
the gates opened, and feveral carts brought forth loaded with the bodies 
of their chiefs recking with blood , they were feized with difmay and * 
fled. All thelc mangled carcafies were expofed m the flreet for two 
*H 2 " hours, 

- Tl.if 1; \.c term to ihofe vcAiaciitt \vhich.arc prdcatid ai narks of favour. 
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I- jo;' hours ; after which, the court, apprehenfive that fo hideous a.fpedtacle 
might conjure up feme new frenzy among the people, caufed them to be 
thrown into the fea. 

' A numerous body of guards were now ordered to patrole the flreets, 
to keep good order, and prevent any defperate attempt to fire the city ; 
for patrona had often declared, that this would be the confequence of 
faking away his life. ‘ At the fame time, feveral of the rebels were feizrd 
and put to death; and the butcher yanika furvived his patron but one 
day. Public thanks were then ordered to be given to the Almighty, for 
his Angular. mercy in delivering the (late fiom fuch imminent danger. A 
general pardon was publifhed to all the rebels, except certain perfons 
who were deemed the chief conduflors of the confederacy; but their 
punilhment alfo was changed into banifhment. , Befide thefe a As of cle- 
mency, large (donatives were prefented to the Janiflaries, Spahis * and 
other orders of the foldiery who had been concerned in the revolt. Such 
marks of a generous difpofition in their fovereign, converted their refent- 
ment into wifhes for his profperity and liappinefs; fo that by the end 
of November, the city was, to all appearance, reftored to its former 
tranquillity. 

lyj i, ‘ The flames of fedition were not however extinguiihed. The blood of 
patrona kalil, mouslouk, and their other companions, like that of 
the hydra, nourifhed new monfters, which in lefs than four months grew 
to a formidable fizc. The great difiipation of tieafure which this revo- 
lution had caufed, together with the want of conduit in the nc'vv mini- 
flers, not only occafioned the Janiflaries to be in arrears for their pay, but 
alfo created a fcarcity of provifions in Constantinople. Towards the 
end of rcDRUARY this year, people began to murmur aloud, and predift 
another revolution. 

The number of loofe and abandoned fellows, whom the late rebellion 
had brought together, was great. Thefe from their natural difpofition, 
and fiom their idle manner of living, were ripe for any defperate entcr- 
prize. The partizans of ach.wed, the dethroned fultan, fubmitted with 

rcluQancy 
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reludancy to the deftiny of their late matter; fo that the fpirif l0 f rebel- L 
lion was Secretly fomented. The court feemed, however, to have no ?1 ' 
fufpicion o^ it, when news was brought the 25th of march, thjt a, body 
ofpeoplehad aflembled at atmeidan, tlie, ordinary rendezvous of male- 
contents, who, after pillaging feveral Slops', had colleded a number of 
arms. Thefe being joined by a party of the Januaries, broke open and 
plundered the houfe of the aga of the Januaries, who with difficulty 
efcaped with his life. " ' ' 

The aga immediately acquainted the grand ttgnior; and his highnefs 
ordered the grand vizir, the mufti, and other great officers to be aflem- 
bled. The experience of September laft. had taught them, that fuch’ 
lawlefs force can hardly be fupprefled but by military juttice : accordingly ’ 
they inttantly colleded'what forces were at hand, during the night; and 
left neceflity fliould oblige them to call for affiftanec, they carried out the 
ftandard of mahommed. The Turks imagine that thofe who die in 
defence of this ftandard, are entitled to the crown of martyrdom. , As 
foon as day broke, the ACA.of the Janiflaries at the head of one parly, 
and the' grand vizir with another, fell on the, rebels at atmeidan-. A 
fmart Ikirmiih cnfued : the ftandard-bearer was difmounted, and in dan- 
ger of ioftng his ftandard, which might have had fatal confequences. 

Tile' rebels being at length put to flight, retired to the chambers of the 
Janiflaries, who, though they'had not taken arms in any confiderable 
Y numbers, weie ripe for rebellion. The grand vizir therefore prudently 
declined following the rebels, left the violation of that azylum, which the 
quarters of thefe foldiers are efteemed, fliould furnifli a reafon for a revolt, 
and plunge the city into the fame diforder, as if had been expofed to four 
.months before. They contented themfelves with killing about zoo in 
the flight, and taking 60 prifoners. As foon as thefe laft had made con- 
feffion of their accomplices, they were ftrangled, and their .bodies thrown 
into, the fea. :< . I 

* The coffee-houtes and taverns were immediately ordered to be ihut'; 
and the Greeks* who fell wine had their vefiels ftaved, that ho fuel might 
i ~ ■ .be 
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be afforded to beat the brains of a defperate mob. A conftant patrole 
was kept in the ftreets, and the leaft fufpicion rendered the party criminal, 
fo that numbers of innocent perfons fuffered death. This fevere method 
of curing fo dangerous a diforder in the body politic had its effefi, and' 
prevented the flames of rebellion from fpreading. 

There were feveral parties of the rebels difperfed in different quarters 
of the city. v Some thoufands were determined to have joined the camp 
at atmeidan : had the grand vizir therefore been in any degree lefs 
atftive, it is probable another revolution would have fucceeded, with cir- 
cumftances more bloody and fatal than the former. It was imagined that 
^Fatima, daughter of achmed the III, and widow of the late grand 
vizir Ibrahim basha, who was ftrangled, had Corrupted the Janiffuries, 
in hopes of revenging the death of her hufband. Whether this lady was 
guilty at not, is a queftian which has remained unrefolved. In order to 
quafti this fpirit of fedition as much as poffible, a confiderable number of 
Bosnians, Albanians, and lats r , were banilhed out of the city. The 
grand vizir alfo omitted no means of humbling the rebels. All thofc 
who were ftrangled or beheaded, were thrown into the fea ; and floating 
about with the waves as fpedtacles of terror, became a prey to birds, and 
fith, infomuch that people of any delicacy, would not eat fllh for fome 
time. , 

It was reckoned, that in thefe different rebellions more than io,ooc 
men perithed by the fword or the bow-ftring. Above 30,000 were driven 
out of Constantinople! and the Janiffaries were quartered in dift'erenl 
parts to prevent their cabals. Thofe of a feditious fpirit were obliged tc 
leave the city ; fo that the public tranquillity was at length in a great 
meafure reftored. The Turks however fuffered very great inconveni- 
encies from thefe diforders,' not only by unhinging their government, and 
giving occafion to a continual change of minifters; but alfo by the difli- 
pation of their treafure, which rendered theih lefs capable of fupporting 
a war againft the Persians. 

CHAP. 

7 Iticteare a people who I habit ibe cosft of tie! BLACK it who ate robbo-s aril laarjcrcri 
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CHAP. 

Achmed, DASHA of eagdat, negotiates a peace nith the Persians in 
January 1732. T/EHMAS i^ouLX khan augments his army in KHG- 
kasan. He difapproves of the peace with the Turks, and enters into 
intrigues with bis officers. He makes his fin governor of khorasan; 
arrives at Isfahan 111 august 1732, and endeavours to .vindicate his 
conduit to the shah. 

URING tlicfc inteftine commotions in Constantinople, ach- 173 i 
med, da$ha of dagdat, received full orders to treat with tile 
PERSIANS for a peace, from an apprehenfion that a defeat of any of their 
armies in Asia would unavoidably bring on further revolutions. The 
lofs which TA 3 MAS shah lately fuftained, in a great meafurc facilitated 
this undertaking. This prince had alfo many private reafons, vyith re- 
gard to his mtcuor government, which rendered peace as defirable to him 
as it was to the Turks. Achmcd dasha was too able a miniilcr, to be 
ignorant of any material circumftancc relating to Persia, the intend and 
po« cr of which he perfedtly underflood ; and particularly, that the return 
of T ehmas RouLi khan might render the fucccfs of another campaign 
very different from the laft. The grand iignior had trufled him without 
referve, to make the bed terms he could. He therefore lent to the Per- 
sian king to acquaint him, that notwithdanding the great fuccefs of the 
ottoman arms, his mader the grand dgnior was ready to edabliili a 
firm and lading frienddup with him. 

The shah, who was at casein, received the news -with the more 
f-thfaftioo, as he wa„ under fome apprehenOons, that if the Turks had 
refolved to march to Isfahan, that city mud have fallen a prey to them ,- 
for there w>as no army between hamadan and his metropolis, which 
could make head againd them. The alarm in that city was fo great, 
that when a detachment of the Persian troops arrived there to main- 
tain tranquillity and order, numbers of the inhabitants were preparing 
for fbgbt. 
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Achmed basha being apprchenfive that his court might rife in her 
demands, in confequence of the late victory, was defirous to bring on an 
accommodation with the Persians as foon as poffible. Experience, and 
the light of his own genius had inftrufted him, that a war with Persia 
could hardly be attended with any good confequences to his country; and 
that it mull certainly hurt his own particular intereft; bagdat, the capi- 
tal of his province, having long been an objedt on which the Persian 
kings had cad their eyes with earned wilhes. 

Towards the'clofe of the lad year, the plenipotentiaries on the part of the 
Persians arrived at the Turkish camp near hamadan. The conferences 
being opened the 16th of January following, the preliminary articles 
were figned. The river aras was appointed as the boundary of the per- ■ 
sian dominions; fo that the shah yielded his right to Armenia, eri- 
van, and Georgia. The Turks thus remained polfclTed of a country 
near two hundred leagues in extent, which formerly belonged to PERSIA. 
It was however dipulated, that their joint forces flrouid be united in cafe 
of need, to compel the Russians to evacuate ghilan, shirvaN, and 
derdend, with the red of the weftern coad of the Caspian fea. 

During tbefe tranfadlions, tiehmas kouli khan, being poflefled of 
the royjl authority to raife money, edablilhed already a kind of inde- 
pendency -, for the fupport of which he engaged in his fervice a confi- 
— derable number of abdollees, Afghans, ousbegs, and turkumans. 
If we may judge from confequences, and the general tenor of his con- 
duit, he forefaw from the beginning, that the only method by which he ’ 
could avye the Persians, and arrive at the object in view, would be to 
form a large army, compofed chiefly of tartars. For thefe not having 
any prejudices concerning tiie hereditary right of princes, were mod likely 
to be at his devotion, fo long as he paid them well, which the power ' 
he vvas inveded with, enabled him to do. He employed his time in 
kuorasa;! in putting mesched in a dtuation of defence, and took other 
meafurcs to prevent the incurflons of, the tartars. 

As foon as he heard that the shah had lod two battles againd the 
TURKS, and was entering into pacific mcafures with them, lie wrote im- 
2 ' mediately 
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mediately- to».his majedy-mithe'drongeft terms, defiririg that lie would 1732, 
perfiftin demanding the.reftitutiorii of all the conquered provinces; ad- 
ding, that he-, fliould join him foonwith anarmy of vidorious troops, 
before whom the Turks would fly) as the afghaIis had lately done; 

• -that in', the mean while; he. need only keep On the defenfive. 

The shah,' who; in agreat-mcaiure inherited the peaceable difpofitioti 
of ' his father, found more joy in repofe, than in conqucft. 'It is probable,- 
however) that he was adluated by motives of policy; for. having now, no 
enemy to contend with;' ins' numerous' bunding • anny would* become un'-' 
necefliry ; and : he' might have a fair opportunity of reducing the enormous, 

' power of- hist general," by cither totally diibanding his forces,' or reducing 
'them to a fmall number;" To this- might be-added, that Persia having 
groaned feveral years under, the fervitude of the' Afghans, tile-people were • 
very much impoveriflied,. and' required fome refpite to. cultivate the earth, 
and rebuild their ruined', houfes! ' ’ 

..After the conciufion of the peace, TAUtMAs'marched with hisforces ’ 
from casbin to Isfahan; where he ratified the treaty; -dilbanded- fome • 

' ,of his troops, and. fent others into, their refpeflivc quarters.'- , He' then 
wrote- to hisigeneral.TAiMAs kouli khan, acquainting him,,' that lie had 
thought. proper, to put an end to a war fo chargeable to bis people; and as 
he had no enemies foreign or doinefiicj. that didurbed-the repofe- of the HI 1 
date, lie'ordered him to dilband the' army under his command, and to t 
repair to Isfahan,, to confult with him concerning, the domeftic ceco- 
nomy of the government, and -the welfare of his people!’ '. . r 

■Thefe pacific meafurcs were by no means confident with the ambitious 
, projefts of the Persian general. He,,, who in a lower, rank. of life iiad 
' been accudomed to follow the.diftates of his own paifions, unredrained 
by any law humun or divinej .could hardly, be expected, to (hew a paflive 
conduct at the head of a victorious army, intirely ; devoted to his ierv-ice. 

. -He had already acquainted his chief officers of the king’s HI fertuncagaind 
'the, TURKS,. and the peace which, had been modem con feqv cnee of it: 
he reprefented this conduct as inglorious, impolitic and pufiiuiimous ; and 
- as that which would draw on the inisfortunes of the preceding reign, and 
' Vol. IV. I , plunge - 
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■* 71 2 - -plunge the empire into the fame diftrefs as it had been in under the Af- 
ghan's. He further made thernfenfiblc, how much fuperior their valour 
and knowledge in the arc of, war_.was.to_ that of the Turks; but that 
pacific meafures, after thus roufing themfelves to a martial fpirit, were 
the fure way toenervate their minds, and difqualify them for the duties of 
afoldier; and confequently prepare them to become flaves again: that 
the Turks, in the mean white, being fuffered to poffefs fo fine and ex- 
tenfive a tradl.of country,- would increafe in power, and Persia would 
be expofed to the greater ruin hereafter:' moreover, that fuch meafures 
mull certainly have a more direft aim at himfelf and them,i whofe mili- 
tary virtues rendered them objefis of jealouly at court ; and the experience 
of Hussein’s reign had proved it. to be dangerous for Persians to diilin- 
guith themfelves in the fervice of-their.country. , ; , . 

•jS t 

Difcourles like thefe carried with them the appearance of honour and 
integrity ; and many who meant well to the royal family, had their loyalty 
fliaken under the fpecious pretence of the public good. But not to throw 
all the odium on the king, 'nadir artfully infinuated to thefe,' that the 
minifters, whom their fovereign had employed* to negotiate this rpeace, 
had been falfe to their trull; or Persia, fupported by their Vidorious 
arms, would’ certainly have obtained terms lefs. diihonourable. As to 
the common foldiers, what offended them moll, was the confideration 
that! no ' particular gratuity was promifed them on their difmifiion, after 
1 their great and lignal fervices. - ii . 

Under thefe circumflances, a man of lefs art and refolution than nadir, 
might have tainted their minds with rebellious fentiments , however, it 
was necelfary to conduct his defigns to an ifliie with great circumlpedtion, 
fince there could not be wanting numbers m his army, who were much 
more inclined to dilplace their general than their king. Things were not 
yet arrived to maturity; nor could any certain judgment be formed of the 
Hate of affairs at fo great a diilance. The court was diffident of the gc-“ 
neral, and the general jealous of the court, fo that neither knew exaflly 
what the other intended. * ' 

u 


Nadik 



Chap. VIII. 


NADIR SHAH. 


'is '* i "> r; 1 i t - ' 

Nadir was not at alofs to find pretences for delaying his return ’to 
court, -and fome time was necefiary to plan his fcheme for the increafc 
of his power.' It is hard to fay, if the ftrong impulfe of feif-prefervation 
had hot almoft as great a ihare'as ambition.’ The eafy credulous nature 
of t/ehmas might have forgiven all that was pall, with regard to the 
infolence of his general, 'in demanding fo extraordinary a power as'that 
of railing money, 1 and his imperious conduft in the ufe of it. But fc- 
veral of the great men about the king’s perfon,’ fome from a knowledge 
of nadir’s boundlefs ambition, and others Horn private refentment, were 
fo defirous of feeing him humbled, that they could not keep their own 
council. 1 They difeovered their opinion. and defigns to thofe, who were 
fecrctly in the interefl: of the general. Of all thefe intrigues and private 
commotions, the general was made . acquainted ; alfo of the conduct of 
fome, who fpoke difrefpeftfully of the king himfelf. He was therefore 
the better qualified how to aft his part, when he fhould return to court. 


£ He had employed the end of the laft year, and the beginning of this, 
chiefly in levying men, and difeiplining his army; which now amounted 
to near 70,000 men, the greateft part, of them tartars. The parti- 
cular regard he had for the province of khorasAN, engaged his attention 
in every inllance that could promote the welfare and fecurity of it ; and 
as a natural effeft of his power, as well as to ilrengthen.his intereft in 
that country, he gave the government of the province to his Ion riza 
iKouLi. 1 And tho’ this ftep was prefumed to be with the king’s appro- 
bation, yet as this province had generally been given to one of the royal 
blood, his conduft in this inftance feemed to demonftrate a delpotic t au- 
tbority. ' , | 

Having made this difpofition, he fet out about the month of juke, 
making flow marches towards Isfahan, .where he arrived in aucust. 
-The people,, as well as the king andL his court, feemed to dread his ap- 
proach. All perfons of difeernment faw that he could mount 110 higher, 

■ without feizing the diadem. The king himfelf hardly dared to name 
any perlons to fill up the firit employments _of the empire, without the 
confent of his general. Ta-hmas kouli khan cter took occafion to 
I s reprefent 
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reprefent the neceffity of fuppgrting a great army, and that the national 
levenues ought to be appropriated to that purpofe, prior to any of thofe 
.large falaries, which he pretended were unneceffarily annexed to the great 
offices of the crown. Indeed he was the fpirit that animated the whole 
army ; he entered fo intirely Into the bufipefs of it, that hardly the meanell 
common foldier committed any offence, , deferted, or died, but he was, 
immediately acquainted ; and the great ftrength of his memory enabled 
him to ad in every circumftance of the military ceconomy. ' 

Tjehmas kouli khan was now to thew a matter-piece of policy. 
Diredled by thofe principles which had been inftramental to his ad- 
vancement to -his prefent height of power, he was if'poffible to make 
the SHAH'fuhfcribe to his own ruin. As foon as he arrived near'isFA- 
HAN, and encamped his- army, he waited on the king to inform him in 
what manner he had been employed; and'how much he had his majefty V 
inteceft at heart He reprefented at the fame time, that his majefty had 
been very ill advifed with regard to the peace he had lately concluded 
with the~TURKS, fin ce lie was morally certain, that the army under his > 
command, if they might be permitted, would foon drive the Turks to 
their antient confines, and perhaps make the grind fignior trejnble in his 
capital, fo that thofe mimfters, who had advifed his majefty to this ftep. 
Were certainly no friends to their, country, and could not have the glory 
of their fovereign at heart , adding, he had too much reafon to believe, 
that fuch men _were his o'Vn enemies alfo ; and that he was informed 
fome of them had gone fo far, as to advife his majefty to imbrue bis 
hai)ds in the blood of that man, whom he had been pleafed fo highly to 
honour , whofe fervices he had fo often acknowledged j and whofe only 
happmefs it was to devote his life to his fervice. 

- i * 

The siiah, who had for fome time diflembled his refentment, was 
now inclined to believe that his general had been mifreprefented to him. 
The mi All, who watched every motion of Ins heart, found it a proper 
feafon to regain his mailer's good opinion. The shah denied that any * 
pcrfon'had recommended to him to deprive his general of his life, Kouli 
khan, in very tender paflionate terms then reprefented to him, ho w much 
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his majelly was a prey to evil counfeljorsj , and. as, the .treacherous .courtiers' 
of, his father,; by, their intrigues; would have cut.offi.UTF ali khan, at’ 
the very, time that tile arpiy. under his command might jiayeffaved the 
, empire j, fo they were novv. playing off the fame ’diabolical , engines to ruin 
hjs.taiajefty. ,He then produced, the letters, already menti.oneil, .yyhich die 
had received; from feveral perfops at couft, whilft he was in kiiorasanj 
and begged his majefty ,wpuld be pleafed,.to,read them, and judge from 
thence of the fidelity of his minifters. 'After this, alluring the, Icing ' of; 
his own readinefs to devote his life to his fervice, he retired. 


Tteiimas shah haying;read the letters, of wluch it is .probable fome 
were real, 'Was aftonilhed.to fee.the’perfidy of feveral of thole in whom he 
had placed a confidence. .But as. this treafpnable.correfpondence feemed 
father to. argue a contempt,. of- his, perfon,; than a defjgn againft his life 
or. crown.; | the geptlenefs qf ljis mind,natUfajly,d.ifgofed;hitn.to fbrgive- 
,nefs,at leaft.to, diffemble his.refpntpient fpr;the prefent. ; y .. ..... , 
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„Kouli KUAV.feizes shah T.-EHMAS. ; ..72>e infant, a has (jefl efi king... /«- 
• i triguey.tf kouli khan. , T/F.hmas shah removed to a ebjawa^. ; _ The 
■ - two font of ’ kouli khan nominated to, the principal governments.^ His 
, manifejio d if claiming the peace with the Turks, Topal osman bash a 
’ appointed, i'hiASKizf [of -the Turkish '( i/wiy. ■ Kouli .'khan marches to 
bacdai 1 . ■ ■ ' . • *■. * * 'A ; 

T H E diftradlions of the preceding years feemed' to, have banilhed 
all fentiments of .virtue from.the hearts of the Persians ; infomuch, 

. .that the .unfortunate shah, tjehmas' had really no friends, or. none who 
were men of abilities. .The only pcrfons.who.had been about him fince 
his reftoration, -remarkable for their, honour, and capacity, ^werc aiyrza 
daudam, a Georgian prince, .who had been married to one pf ilis 
. lifters in his father's, time-; and seffie. kouli -khan ; .yhefirll of, thele 
- was killed in the late adtion at eriyan, and the latter, teing :tikenj>ri- 
*’ ’* o'- “loner. 
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3723. foner, fella facriiice to thc refentment of tlie Turks, as already related. 

“ It is probable, that the general aimed at the deftruetion of thofe, whom 
he apprehended would be the greateft-bar to his ambition. -Whether 
he meant' to procure their removal, or only to gain the confidence'of his 
matter, that he might the more eattly get him into his pofleflion, is not 
material; this conclutton we may draw from the shah’s paffive 1 conduft, 
that it probably encouraged koulj khan to proceed farther than he at 
firft intended. 1 1 ' ‘ 1 ‘ 1 ' 

It is certain, however, when he difeovered that the, letters .produced 
no eftedl with regard to the perfons whom he defired to deftroy, he natu- 
rally concluded that he was himfelf marked out for deftrudtion ; for he 
could not be ignorant in what degree his condudt had rendered him ob? 
noxious. He acquainted the chiefs of his army with his apprehenfions, 
and poffeffed them with'an opinion, that their intereft and fafety were 
infeparably connected with • his own.' -The fentiments which -they had 
previoufly entertained ' of the king’ and his court, together with ■ the 
late peace .concluded with the Turks, confirmed them in an opinion) 
that the king had refolved to difband the army, and to call the, general 
and his adherents to a fevere account. Tashmas kouli khan artfully 
infinuated, that (there was an expedient by which they could not only 
preferve, them felves, : but ahb fave their country from the confequences of 
this ruinous peace. • v 

, He then communicated the projeft he had formed,' of depofing t/eii- 
mas, and putting that prince’s fon, abas m vrza, an infant of fix months, 
in his place; and fince there was ’no other method,' he would, with, their 
approbation, enter immediately on this important bufihefs, the condudt of 
which 'they might leave to him.- The matter being thus agreed, under 
an engagement of the matt inviolable fecrecy ; _the next fiep was how to 
prevail on, the shah to leave the city, and ‘afford him a fair opportunity 
of.fecuring 1 his perfon. 1 . ’ 1 . ' ■ ‘ 

Whatever 'defigns the shah might have, he diffembled them for the 
prefent, without feeming to' be fufpicious ; and tho‘ he' had defiroyed the 
treafonable letters)' yet they made fuch an impreffion on him, that he 
a thought 
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thought the general at leaf! as faithful as his other courtiers; and therq- 1732- 
fore made no lcruple to accept an invitation to fee his army in revie\v. 

The evolutions and appearance of his fojdiers gave hitp great ( fatisfadlion, 
and might have^afforded him a fair opportunity of removing the general. 

The fight of their piince naturally drew the attention of the fubalterns 
and common foldiers : as he rode through the ranks, many of them de- 
clared aloud, “ That if he had any particular command they were ready 
“ to execute it.” The boldeft traitor, whilft a plot is ripening for exe- 
cution, mud feel fome tremors, when there is any ground to think his 
treafon is difeovexed. The general, in whdfe hearing this declaration was 
made, was at firft furprized; but recovering himfelf, he denied the shah 
to tell them, “ That as the command of the army was given to him, the 
“ proof of their obedience to their fovereign was to obey their general.” 

After the review was over, the khan 1 invited the shah to a re- 
paft. This crafty afshar, as if he had learnt from that mafier of 
tfeachery MIR vais, how to cany his treafon into execution *, though 
his purpofc was not bloody , had prepared this Clare to entangle his fo- 
vereign. Whether fatigue or the infufion of a drug helped to overpower 
the king ;> a fmall quantity of .wine intoxicated him. Under thefe cir- 
cumilances, this unhappy prince was an objedt of the denfion of the 
general’s creatures , and in this condition be ordered him to be removed 
to an apartment in the gardens of hazarjerjb, there to be kept under 
a ftrong guard. The king’s attendants, who infilled on the right of 
taking charge of his majefiy’s perfon, were feized by the guards, and put 
.under confinement. 

Tvehmas kouii khan having corrupted the great officers of Cate, as 
jvell as his own generals, called an affembly the ne\e day, which he ha- 
rangued to this effedt : “ All the world knows how much I have the 
'* intereft of my country at heart, and how prodigal I have been of my 

life to advance the welfare of it. We have feen, by the Jate reign, the 
» fatal confcquencea which attend a weak and pufiianimous conduct : and 
** fhall we be idle Ipedtators - of our own ruin? Shah tjehmas has al- 
•' ' “ ready 


is« Vet. nr. ..re 47. 


1732. 


7 2 THE HISTORY OF Part III. 

“ ready given us a proof of his incapacity to govern. Could, a prince, 
u jnfpired with a common refolution, or in any degree feniible of thejn- 
« tereft of his fubjedls, have made fo fcandalousa peace with the Turks: 
“ a people, who have adopted it as a principle of their politics, as well 
« ^ religion, to pillage and lay wafte this country? There is no kmg 
“ but he, who being worthy of a crown wears it with dignity; let us 
“ haften to dethrone a prince, whole weaknefs and cowaidice will foon 
“ plunge us into thofe misfortunes, out of which we are but juft re- 
“ covered. We have in his fon an heir of the true line, who under 
“ the conduit of wife tutors will learn the art of government. In the 
“ mean while the kingdom may be ruled by a regency, who have the 
“ honour and intereft of their country at heart.” 

This difeourfe met with all the- applaufe from thofe who were intirely 
his creatures, which his moli fmguine expeditions could fuggeft : he 
then demanded of the affembly, what fliould be done further with the 
king ; this queftion alarmed them a little, fearing a deiign of putting him 
to death, which they would hardly have been wicked enough to confent 
to. They made anfwer, that nothing more was neceflary to be done , 
however, upon maturer deliberation, to prevent the diforders which might 
arife from his being near Isfahan , it was agreed, that he iliould be re- 
moved to' fome remote part in the eaftern provinces of the empire ; and 
he was accordingly fent to'sEBSAwAR ', under a ftrong convoy of ous- 
begs and AFGHANS of the Sunni religion. , 

The next debate turned upon his fucceffor. As they fet out on pre-’ 
tended principles of equity, and the general himfelf had declared, he 
meant to preferve the diadem to the royal line in the perfon of the young 
abas, it could hardly be expected, even in this corrupt affembly, there 
fliould be a Angle perfon who r dared to propofe any other than the in- 
fant prince. Some of the moft abandoned however, declared there 
was none fo proper as the general bimfelf, as the circumflances of the 
ftatc required a prince, who was capable condudiing an army. The 
KHAN rebuked them with an air of indignation; alledging, that the 

hereditary 
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hereditary rights of princes were facred, fo long as they took no ficp to 1732, 
injure the people whom they govern. He was indeed already poffefied 
of an unlimited power, and might have embraced fo favourable a con- 
junfiurc to grafp at the croWn 5 but he could not be ignorant, that fuch 
an attempt would be attended with fome danger. There mufl have been 
great numbers in his army, who were not yet entirely devoted to his fer- 
vice ; nor could the reputation of his exploits have fo firmly eftablithed 
his character, as" to countenance fo daring an attempt. We cannot fay 
that his ambition yielded to his policy, but that he feafoned both with 
patience, till his army (liould be more accuftomed to his authority, and 
receive more demonfirative proofs of his abilities. 


The apprehenfions of an infurreffion had induced the general to caufe 
a proclamation to be made in the city, that no perfons Ihould flir out of 
their houfes ; but as foon as he difeovered that the neighbourhood of the 
army kept the people in fafficient awe, and that the unfortunate tjeumas 
• had no adherents who dared to oppofe his pleafure, he revoked thofc 
orders, and bufinefs went on as ufual. Preparations were now made for 
the inauguration of the young prince abas. T/eiisias koui.j khan en- 
tered Isfahan with great pomp, and going dircdlly to the palace, caufed 
public notice to be given, that the khan and the great officers of the 
crown had declared shah tvehmas incapable of holding the reins of 
government ; and therefore they had chofen his fon abas, the third 
of that name, emperor of Persia. ’ 

The young infant was accordingly brought out in his cradle, and the 
diadem fixed to the right Gde of his head, as a mark of his fovereignty ; 
the general himfelf firft took the oath of allegiance on the khoran, and 
proftrated himfelf in homage to the new king ; all the other great officers 
followed his example. 

Koun khan and his creatures now gave the law, not fo much in 
form of a regency', as in conlequence of their offices. He had ac- 
quired the afccndcncy, and was in fadl the Ibvcrcign. Orders were lent 
to all the provinces, to notify the acccfiion of a3as III. to the throne; 

Vot. IV. K and 
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, and Inch officers were appointed , for the, refpedtive governments, as 
fuited the pleafure and intereft of the general. He then celebrated his 

, nuptials with the aunt of the dethroned shah. His eldeft fon, riza 
kouli, we have obferved, was appointed governor of khorasan ; and 
his fecond fon, nezr ali, was now made governor of Herat. His 
elder brother ibrahim, one of the followers of his fortunes, was made a 
khan, and the government of tavris was affigned him. Kherman 
was conferred on his next brother. Befides thefe, many other difpofitions 
of the like nature were made, and the feveral offices of mod importance 
were given to perfons devoted to his intereft. - He then confulted for the 
further advancement of his own fortune, and the gratification of his paffion 
for military glory. All thefe events paffed in the month of august. 

Thus did this great wicked man, under the fpecious pretence of pro- 
moting the honour and intereft of his country, prepare the way to afcend 
the giddy heights of his ambition. He feemed already to look down on 
thefe inftruments of his pride, as wretches who were affiduous in forging 
their own chains. 

The 'adlivity of his genius fuffered not a moment to be' loft. In 
order to give the greater fandfion to his conduft, upon' the principles of 
national love, he publiftred a manifefto, difclaiming the peace which had 
been lately made with the Turks. "It was in a more particular manner 
addrefled to the tjasha of bagdat, and conceived in thefe terms: 
“ Be it known to you, the basiIa of bagdat, that we claim an indu- 
“ bitable right of vifiting the tombs of the imams, ali, gherbellai; 
“ mahallade, mouza, and hussein \ ’ We demand the delivery of 
“ nil the Persians who have been taken prifoners in the late war : and 
'* as the blood of our countrymen yet fmokes, and calls upon their fove- 
“ reign for vengeance, there ought to be.fo much filed of the fubjefis 
“ of the grand fignior, as thefe have* fpilt of the fubjedts of the king of 
" •' Persia. We make thefe our fentiments known, that you may not 
“ accufe us of the difhonour of taking you by furprize. We are going 

“ foo» 

Thefe arc prophet! who are tidii ia t eneratloa by the and whofe tomb! are near 

SACDAT. 
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“ loan at the head of our viftorious army to breathe the fweet air of the I 73 2 - 
“ plains of bagdat, and to take our repofe under the fhadow of its 
u walls.” • , ' 1 

Achmed, basha of bagdat, immediately acquainted the ottoman 
court of the extraordinary menace which had been, fent him. The runics 
being thus alarmed, the grand vizir and the mufti were difgraced, as having 
been the chief advifers in making a peace with the Persians, at a time 
when the ottoman armies were viftorious. On the 6th of October, the 
horfe’s tail, which is the fignal of war, was hung out at the feraglio at 
Constantinople j and the divan declared war againfl: the Persians with 
the ordinary folemnities. Orders were alfo fent to equip a fleet of (hips 
on the black sea, to tranlport a large body of Janiflaries and Spahis to 
trebisonde, together with all kind of ammunition for the fecurity of 
the flrong places in Georgia. The bashas of natolia and Egypt were 
ordered to lend their quotas of men to the fuccour of bagdat. At the 
fame time, achmed basha put himfelf in a condition of holding out a 
long fiege. 

In the beginning of march this year, topal osman, late vizir, and 1733- 
now basha of trebisonde, was appointed generahflimo of the ottoman 
army, which confided of near,8o,ooo men. Tho’ the caprice of the 
Turks had rendered it neceflary to deprive him of his office of vizir, his 
great valour and .integrity, joined to a large experience, gave him the 
highefl place in the efleern of his mafler the grand flgnior ; and the great 
fhare he had in recommending the late pacific treaty with the Per- 
sians, created in him a quicker refentment of their violation of that 
treaty. > 

The grand flgnior acquainted the European courts of the caufe of 
his military preparations, in eonfequence of the ufurpation of t.chmas 
kouli khan, under pretence of electing the infant-king abas. The 
Persian general affefied great unconcern at the menaces and preparations 
of the TURKS j for tho’ he knew they could fend large armies into the 
field, yet he fcrupled not to declare, that the fortune of war did not fo 
K 2 , much 
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1 733 - much depend on numbers, as on the'valoiir and experience 'of Soldiers. 
He thought it his intereft however to cultivate a good underftanding with 
the Russians, and fent an embafftdor to acquaint them of the'acceffion 
of abas the III. to the throne of the Persian empire. The court of 
st'. Petersburg received this embafiador with all the honour'due to mi- 
nifters of his rank ; and tho' the depofing of shah t^hmAs was in itfelf 
a circumftance ungrateful to them, yet the natural intereft of Russia 
could not but render it agreeable, to find that the Turks were threatened 
to be humbled by the vidtorious troops of t^hmas kout.i khan. 

, In the mean time, the Persi an general having colledted all his forces 
from the eaftern provinces, and engaged alfo a body of Arabians, the 
plains of hamadan were appointed for a general rendezvous. The army 
confided of near 80,000 fighting men; and as the fortune of kouli 
khan, and the bravery of his men promifed fome remarkable fuccefs, 
the provinces fent in their refpedtive quotas of troops with great alacrity. 
Of the grandees of the court of Isfahan, fome through hope of pro- 
motion, and others through fear of the refentment of kouli khan, were 
induced to accompany him in this war , which anfwered a double pur- 
pofe to him, 'as it prevented their caballing in his abfence, and by means 
of their influence in their refpedtive provinces, put him m a better capa- 
city of carrying on the war with vigour, ' 

Tiehmas kouli khan at the head of this formidable, army, began 
his march from Isfahan in the month of February, diredting his courfe 
towards hamadan. As foon as he arrived on the plains near that city, 
he made a general review of his forces, and encouraged his men by allur- 
ing them, that he did not doubt before it was long, he ihould fix his 
ftandards on the ramparts of Constantinople. 

The firft operation of the campaign was the fiege of kermansiia ‘. 
Siiah tiehmas had certainly erred in his politics, in yielding up tins 
place to the Turks, as its vicinity to Persia muft neceifarily have occa- 
sioned great jealoufies between the fubjedls, as well as the governments of 
- both 

* ^"' u5 1J a great acy, which os Lim'i map includes m Irak acaui, but it is generally under- 
Acod to be in kouRDesTAu, 

A 
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both countries. A great part of the inhabitants were Persians, fo that 1733. 
T AIM as kouli khan was hardly arrived there with his whole army, when * ' 

1 the inhabitants opened their gates to him. The unfortunate governor was 
’put to death, in return for the violence on seffie kouia khan at Con- 
stantinople; this execution was performed in the fight of the whole 
jarmy. Several other tusks had the fame fate 11 . After appointing abdal 
baki KHAN as governor, and leaving a garrifon of his own people in this 
> city, TiEHMAS kouli khan began his march towards bagdat. , This 
was the favourite objedl he had in view: he knew that aciimed, Basra 
of that city and its dependencies, had made the neceflary preparations for 
’ its defence ; but he flattered himfelfj that by taking the field fo much 
earlier than the Turks could collefl an 'army to oppofe him, he fhouid 
bring the basha to a fubmiflion.h 1 , 1 1 . 

The Turks had the precaution to fend detachments of their forces to 
guard the defiles on the Persian fide, which cover ‘the plains towards the 
frontiers of bagdat. Thcfe however were eafily forced ; the Turks 
. hiving neither flail, courage, nor numbers to flop the progrefs of the 
Persian army. .Traverfing the great foreft between the cities mendtli 
and nezereth, lie palled the river synnle, pn the banks of winch the 
Turks had in vain eredled feveial batteries. Then coming into file plains 
of bagdat, he crofied the river kentoul, which is a branch of the 
Tigris, and after a inarch of tiyenty days, he arrived the 10th of April 
under the walls of bagdat. 

d I cannot help rui arhing, how fond fome Winers of hiftoncal accoui ts of fkksia are of died 
dmg blood if a ly number of perfons are put to death, they make whole cuics ma/l?cred Again, if 
an army confiits of*5o,coo men, they mention them as too.ooo, but this laft error feems tg arfe 
from the numerous followers of the camp 
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Description of bagdat. This city is befieged. The conduit of icouli 
ivHAK. The vigilance of achmed basha. Stratagem of topal os- 
man. ithe Persian army defeated with great Jlaughter. Letter of 
ACHMED BASHA to the grand fignior. Great rejoicings at the otio-. 
man court for the viftory over the Persians. Topal osmaN fends 
his army into quarters. ( u 

B EFORE we enter upon any circumftance relating to the fiege of 
bagdat, it may afford fome light to the fubjedt, to give a fhort^ 
account of this famous city, in the neighbourhood of which formerly flood 
the metropolis * of one of the moft antient and moft potent monarchies 
in the world. The place is generally called bagdat or Bagdad, ’tho’ 
fome writers preferve the antient name of Babylon. The reafon of 
thus confounding thefe two cities is, that the Tigris and Euphrates 
forming one common ftream before they difembogue into the Persian 
gulph, are not unfrcqucntly mentioned as one and the fame river. It is ( 
certain that the prefent bagdat is fituated on the Tigris f , but the an- 
tient babylon, according to all hiftorians facred and prophane, was on 
the Euphrates. The ruins of the latter, which geographical writers 
place about fifteen league's to the fouth of bagdat, are now fo much 
effaced, that there are hardly any vefliges of them to point out the 
fituation. In the time of the emperor Theodosius there was only a 
great park remaining, in which the kings of Persia bred wild beads 
for the amufement of hunting. 

Bagdat, 

« Babylon, the feat of the kings of Assyria f The waters of this river, which jj 

called didgElie by the Turks and Persians, are reckoned extremely whole fome, and not lefs 
agreeable to the tafte This river 1 flues with a great noife from a cavern to the north of the city 
djarbekir, near which there is a very good done bridge over it Before it reaches this place it 
takes in fevcral other rivers, and running to the eaflward is augmented by the ueim, fesdgil, 
BiciiERi, aqd others which come from the eaii After pailing bacdat it receives a great inercafe 
from the diala, and meets die Euphrates not far from doznasir Near vasit it divides 
into many branches, aud forms fevcral iflands, called the lflands of the Arabian mcr At corha 
it again joins the Euphrates, and difemboguc* ltfcif into the msu» gulph below bassoRa, 
it, whole cowfc being computed 400 leagues , 
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Bagdat, formerly the feat of the abbassinean caeiphs, is the 1733. 
capital of irac-arabi. This country is reckoned 120 leagues long 
and 80 broad, though great part of it is very poorly inhabited. Jt in- 
cludes feveral diftrifts, 1 and is one of the moll important governments in 
the ottoman empire. The city is Ctuated on the eaft fide of the Ti- 
gris, on the banks of which if extends about two miles. It was ‘built 
on the ruins of the antient seleucia, near the year 760. The govern- 
ment of the CALiPHs being extindl, the city was united to the kingdom 
of Persia about the year 1250, but was taken by amurath the ivth 
in 1638, and has remained under the dominion of the ottoman em- 
pire, notwithftanding the repeated efforts of the Persian monarchs to 
recover it. 1 

The fortification is compofed of lofty thick walls of brick, covered 
with earth, ftrengthened by great towers in form of billions placed at 
certain dillances, and protected by a deep ditch, which can be filled at 
any time by the waters of the Tigris. The citadel is on the north fide, 
and commands the river. The whole fortification is furnilhed with neai 
200 pieces of. cannon 8 . .'The garrifon generally confifls of a body ol 
ten thoufand men, and in time of war. more than twice thit,number, 
befides the ordinary militia, which is iz,coo men. From hence it is 
’eafy to conceive, that under an experienced commander this place could 
hardly be taken by an ealtern army, any otherwise than by famine. Its 
happy fituation on the , Tigris is an advantage which enables it, 'upon 
the apprehenfion of an enemy, to lay in a large fupply of provifions. 

The fuburbs being very extenfive, and raifed on both fides of the Ti- 
gris, there is a communication by a bridge of boats, the only one which 
that river will admit of, as it is broad and deep, and in its ordinary courfe 
very rapid. At certain feafons it fnells to a prodigious height, and over- 
flowing the country, occalions many moralfes on the fide oppolite to the 
city. Among thefe are feveral towns and villages, whole inhabitants are 
faid to be the antient caldea.ms. Thefe people are of a particular reli- 
gion, 

8 Thefe were formerly only fix pounder', bat of ktc feme of them bare been exchanged for 
hcavStr. 
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1733. gion, which they pretend is that of seth : there are alio a great number 
of arabs in this neighbourhood, who render travelling dangerous. The 
. advantage of the Tigris is fo confiderable with regard to commerce, that 
altho’ the climate is excefiive hot, and in other refpedls far from being 
agreeable, yet there are a great number of inhabitants in this city. The 
gieateft part of thefe are Persians, Armenians, and jews. The tWD 
iail occupy near half the city, and drive a Confiderable trade with bas- 
sora h , and the inland parts. The jews are the more engaged to lne 
here, from a reverence to the fepulchre of the prophet ezekiel, which 
it is pretended is a day’s journey from the city. 

Tjehmas kouli khan having found means to corrupt fome of the in-' 
habitants of this important city, made his advances with great confidence. 
However, he was in want of artillery, and of courfe in no capacity to 
make regular approaches, had he poflefied the fkill of an European ge- 
neral. His great bufinefs was to inveft the city, and force the inhabitants 
to a fubmiflion by famine, or fubdue them by ftratagem. Myrza khan, 
an officer of great valour and experience, who had been an early follower 
of the fortunes of kouli khan, was fent with 10,000 men a league up 
the Tigris, and palled the river near the fuburbs of kouch kalessi ’• 
This detachment executed their bufinefs without any confiderable lofs : 
after pillaging the town, they fixed their camp in that neighbourhood 
Here they found a piece of cannon of a very great fize, which the basiiA,. 
nothwithftanding his great circumfpeftion, had ncglefted to bring away, 
or render ufelefs. But this was the only battering cannon in the Persian * 
army, and was by no means fufficient to make a breach, tho’ it was ufed 
with fome fuccefs, and helped to intimidate the inhabitants. 

1 1 Bagdat, 

b They have com d veflcls called tecvei, in which they bring the produce of i ydia and other 
countries up the tick] s. There are alfo others call’d caniu and curabs 1 

1 Signifies in arabic the bird tower. k It is reported that the waters of the ticrij foo“ 

after fwcU’d to a great degree, and cut off all communication from the mam body of the perhaM 
army that the turk* took, the opportunity to attack this officer, who maintained his ground very 
gallan ly , but being over power d by numbers was obliged to retreat after a confiderable lofs And 
that this circumflarcc, in a great jueafure* contributed to the defeat of the Persia** general fc» e 
tunc after But what turks thefe were who defeated him u not fad, unlefj it was after the batt’e of 
Ksanovn , ard a» topal osma h, as well as achued sash a, are fi’ent on this head, I mud 
leave myrza mi as to be difpofid of *s the reader plrafca 
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Bagdat was now clofely blocked up on both Ccles the Tigris, by an 1733. 
atmy of 80,000 men, fo that neither troops, ammunition, norprovifions 
could be thrown into the town. The Turkish garrifon within the walls 
confifted of about 20,000 men, bolides the militia. They laboured how- 
ever under the great inconveniency of having a number of Persian inha- 
bitants, fome of whom might be fuppofed in the interell of the Persian 
general ; fo that achmed had his attention divided both within and with- 
out the walls. But in order to prevent any evil eonfequence from hence, 
tho’ the majority were much more dilpofed to live under the Turkish 
government than the Persian; he caufed fome of the principal among 
them to take up their lodging in the citadel, as hoftages for the good 
behaviour of their countrymen. Tzehmas kouli khan having thus 
cantoned his army, and blockaded the city, expedted to oblige achmed 
basha to a furrender by famine : nor could he well have failed, if his 
vanity had not got the better of his prudence. 

Topae osman basha, though an able and experienced officer, and 
zealous in the lall degree for the glory of his mailer, and the welfare .of 
his country 3 -would hardly have been ab!e_to relieve bagdat, and pre- 
vent its being difmembered from the ottoman empire, had the Per- 
sian general been lefs confident of his fuccefs. When this basha was 
appointed seraskier 1 of the ottoman army, his credit at the port was 
very great; yet the fuccours and reinforcements of money, troops, and 
ammunition, which were promifed him, were fent only in fmall propor- 
tions, and in a very irregular manner, 1 fo that he was unavoidably obliged 
to remain feveral months in a Hate of inaflion. 

During this interval, t^hmas kouli khan, already anticipating his 
triumphs in imagination, wrote to the basha of Mosul, fummoning him 
to furrender, adding words to this effeft 11 : “ I am informed that a certain 
“ Turkish general, whofe flow advances give me no great idea of his 

“ courage, 

l - 

J General m due » Meflages of defiance iaiebeea long difufed among European 

g«nerab » nor uosld I ha\ e inflitcd thefe, but to gne ferae idea of the charattcr of ttlhuai noun 

KHAR. 

Vol. IV. 
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I 733' “ coura S e > / ,as b een a l° n g { ‘ me ' n march, intending to oppofe my eon- 
“ queft. Let him know, that I defire he wdl make more fpeed ; and, 
“ in order to fhorten his way, I wdl meet him with part of my forces, 
“ which are fufficicnt to make him repept of his rafhnefs. I will not 
“ only take his little army, but hirqfelf alfo as a child in his beChik 
Topal osman being informed of this meffage, replied : “ The grand 
“ fignior my mailer has armies as numerous as the fands of the feas, and 
“ many chiefs to condudl his forces ; but he has chofen my feeble arm, 
“ with only a fmall army, to confound thy pride. It is true, lam lame”, 
“ old, and fickly, but I hope by the affiftance of the Almighty, that 
“ thou wilt meet the fate of nimrod p.” 

In order to facilitate the junftion of his troops, as well as t<> advance 
nearer bagdat, topal osman decamped from'DiARBEKiR, and marched 
along the banks of the Tigris ; he paffed this river at Mosul, and con- 
tinued his march towards cherchesene. This province is fubjfdt to the 
ottoman empire, and had been laid wafte by the Persians. He then 
direfled his courfe to kerkoud’, a city forty leagues diftant fromaipsuc, 
where the basha of the province refides. He had feveral copfiderable 
branches of the Tigris to pafs, befides the rivers hazir, jarb, and AL- 
tun; over fome of thefe he was obliged to traniport his troops on floats, 
which retarded his march ; whiift this army was forming, by the feveral 
detachments and fmall parties which joined him from different parts. In 
this fituation, if kouli khan had put himfelf at the head of a body of 
his bell troops, and at the fame time left a fufficient number, which he 
could have done, to flog the communications to bagdat, in all pro- 
bability he might have rendered the utmofl: efforts of the seraHKiee in ' 
effectual. But his vanity betrayed him : elate with his fucceflt 3 , which 
■ ^ v hitherto 

B This word dgiufies cradle and Inter, topal osmas on account of lus infirmities l >c:D o obliged 
to ufe the ] alter. • Topal in the Turkish language figiufies lame, and was 2 ° appellant 

given to osman, according to the colloin in turkey, in conference of a Wound he received, 
c which really lamed him, the circumftances of which I /hall relate hereafter. P The Ttf** 4 

have a fabulous tradition, that the p ide of nimrod, who equalled himfelf with con, was cha/bfed- 
by a lingular providence, m a fly creeping up ius nofe to tus brain, with which he died in exerflb* 
pain, and the a ash a here exprefles himfelf with humility, by nay of contrail, to the mfolence of 
kouli khan. ^ i This place is alfo called cher alour, and u generally cilccP c ^ 
tal of KouantsTAN., 7 
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hitherto, had .met with, no- interruption!; be.aflfedled to treat the Turks j7 ,_ 
as enemies 'not injhe leaftjfbrniidable.- .i .* j, / - ■ 

■ While the^ Turkish army wasvjforming, Kouli-khan ere&ed two 
forts-abouit tvvg leagues ‘from bagdatV one on ! each fide ' 1 of the tygris, 
which communjcated-bya bridge of boats.' He then cauied a great num- 
ber of -houfes to be built- upon the banks 'of' the river : in fotrie' of thefe 
the .principal , officers refided; and 1 lodged their wives and houihold': 
others were occupied by part of the .foldiery, orufed by fullers" and ' ar- 
tificers,-' with’ (hops well fupplied. • The lame abundance feemed' to reign 
here,’ as- in the richeft city , ; in the' heart of Persia, i . ’ 

ftps probable, that icouli khan was aftuated .by motives of policy, 
in building thefe houfes;, far-on the one hand, tbi? was likely to excite 
his'troops to the.greater bravery, in order to lave their effefls from being 
'plundered, and their wives and children from captivity j and, on the 
othcr.^the Turkish garrifoti might' be 'driven to defyair, ' Gy ' feeing the 
’ enemy build a city under 'their walls. ’ However; it is certain, by fuch 
' methods;' and by his threafening-fumnions, the inhabitants were intimi- 
; dated to ‘a’ very! great degree. 'He let'them'knoiy continually, that they 
' fhould' have 'quarter and good' uiage; if they fiirrendered ; adding, that 
"topai. osman was abfolutely unable to relieve them ; and, if they obli- 
ged' him to give' an adalilt; he would' make’a general maflacrc, or fell 
'into flavery all who ftiould'efcape the'fword.' The extreme neceffity the 
town, laboured' under'occalidned fuch murinurings,' that it required all 
-the'addrefs of achmed.easha to prevent an infurredlion. He was there- 
' fore obliged to punifli fomei and to footh others : feigning falfe yxpreiles 
from topai. osman, that he was in full march, and juft on the point of 
relieving them. , 

The inhabitants were likewiie intimidated by the ftratagems of kouli 
kiian, who often fenffrom his camp in the night detached parties of 
feveral thoufauds, both horle and foot, with .orders to make a long round, 
and enter the camp, another way, ..with colours flying, as if they were 
frelh reinforcements. To inliilt the' mifery of the inhabjtants,.as if, be 
, . ' L' 2 - ■ , - • knew 
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jyjj. knew their diftrefs, he lent achmed kasha a prefent of fome ’carts load 
of water melons, defiring him to divert his hunger. Achmed returned 
his compliments, and fent a handfome prefent of the heft bread j obferv- 
Ing, that with fuch he made a fhift to giatify his own hunger, and that 
of the citizens. Indeed the basha played his part fo well, that kouli 
khan was really ignorant to what an extremity the city was reduced. 
The vigilance and abilities of the governor, had hitherto defeated the 
arts of the Persian general ; but matters were at laft brought to fuch an 
extremity, after being blocked up three months, that no kind of necef- 
faries could have been procured for four days longer ; fo that the town 
muft have inevitably fallen into the hands of a cruel and enraged enemy. 

Topal osman, having now increafed his army to near 80,000, in his 
march to kerkoud had taken two Persian prifoners". He c>rdered 
them to be brought before him, treated them civilly, and enquired if they 
were well acquainted with the by-roads and private ‘ways to ba 01 ^ 1. 
Upon their anfwering in the affirmative, he told them, that as up(>n that 
account they were much fitter for his purpofe than any of lus ’own people, 
who would certainly be taken ; if they would undertake fo bold an a&ion, 
and deliver a letter into the hands of achmed basha, the governor of 
bagdat, he would give each of them a thoufand fequins before they fet 
out ; and that they might expedt greater rewards if they proved faithful, 
as the letter was of the greeted confequenee. However he demanded 
of them to fwear fidelityto him, to which they confented. The letter 
was to this effedt: “ As I have not yet been joined by all the troops I , 
“ expea, I am obliged to march very llowly, in order to give the reft 
“ time to come up, before I am too near to tjehmas kouli i£HAN, 

“ againft whom I am not yet-able to make head ; therefore I defire you 
“ will have ftill fome farther patience : keep yourfelf clofe within y our 
“ walls, and hutband, to the bell advantage, what provifions and fieccf- 
“ faries are yet left.” 

The two Persians were no honefter than he expedled : they received 
their fcquins, and haftened to the camp of kouli khan, in hopes of a 
further reward from their own. general. The letter produced all the efi' ct ^ 3 
1 the 
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the seraskier could defire. The expe<ffationS;of tahmas kouli 1733 
khan fwelled to the highefi: degree j and in the triumph of his imagi- 
nation he looked upon the seraskier as already vanquiflied. 

By the firft motions of topad osman’s army towards kerkoud, it 
feemed as if he had intended to go dire&Iy to bagdat ; but as he mult 
have been obliged to pafs thro’ a barren defert, where the troops would 
have differed greatly, he returned to the allan, where that river dif- 
charges itfelf into the Tigris : s the army then marched by the moun- 
tain of geobar along the Tigris, till they came to duljeiluck', 
about twelve leagues from bagdat. 

Tajhmas kouli khan having advice of the march of the Turks, 
detached ( thirty thoufand men, mofily cavalry, hoping that the enemy, by 
the favour of the night, as they were pitching their tents, or decamping, 
might be furprized. The general of the detachment having taken two 
.Turkish prifoners, who reported that topal osman had an army of 
above 100,000 men j this determined him to acquaint kouli khan of 
his information ; and that not being willing to venture againft a force faid 
to be fo powerful, he waited his orders. Kouli khan, upon this, im- 
mediately marched at the head of his forces, which were near 70,000, „ 
leaving a confiderable body of his men * before bagdat. 

The Turkish army decamped the evening of the 1 8th of July, and 
marched towards kerkoud, near which the seraskier propofed to en- 
camp. About fun-rifing, the advanced guard of the Turkish army, 
commanded by boulad achmed, basha of adenc, met a detachment 
of the Persians, and a fkirmifh enfued. Had the seraskier been dif- 
pofed to adl on the defenfive, the antient bed of the Tigris was before 
him, which formed a deep foflee , but he chofe to favour the fpint of 
his troops: and tho* it was attended with fome difficulty, he pafied this 
ditch with lus army and* artillery. Having reached the plain, he ranged 
his forces m battalia, in the form of a crefcent, dividing them into five 

different 

t Called alfo odckdru , , * Tbs body « faid to have been JO.COO, and. vve accord ngly 

find tnej were pat to flight immediately when the t falhed oat 
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1733. different bodies. He himfelf commanded the troops of Romania' in 
the center, ; abdallah aga was at the head of the right wing with the 
Janiffiines ; the kourds, and other different troops, under Ibrahim,' late 
basha of conie, forming the left wing. Mahommed basha com- 
manded in the rear. 

T^hmas Kouni khan had hardly time to make a difpofition of his 
forces , and his ground was full of hillocks of fand : however, he divided 
his men into ten different columns. As he had intended to make the 
attack, he was a little difconcerted in feeing the basiia of adene, , with 
the Turkish cavalry that compofed their van-guard, advance upon him 
with great fury , yet his prefence of mind was not wanting : he animated 
his men, and expofed himfelf fo greatly to danger in the heat of the 
aftion, that he had two horfes killed under him. 

At length the Turkish cavalry gave way, and were puflied ac far as 
their infantry , but thefe made fo good a countenance, that the fury of 
the Persians was flopped. The Persians thus appearing fuperior, fome 
of the Turkish officers counfelled the seraskier to make a retreat to 
his camp ; to which fie declared, that he would rather perith than do 
any thing that had the appearance of flight. He then ordered the troops 
of Romania in the center, and the Janiffaries in the right wing, to be 
led up againft the center of the Persian army, confiding of 1 5,000 foot, 
which foon gave way. 

The kourds, and other different people, who compofed the left 
wing of the turrish army, and whofe chief attention was to wait 
an opportunity of pillage, were now induced to fall on the right 
wing of the Persians : thefe maintained their ground very gallantly 
for fome time. Nadir had taken, the precaution not only to break 
up the ways towards Mosul “, but alfo to fend a detachment of 3000 

ARABS, 

1 Thefe European Turks are eftemed the brave# 6 Near this place is a vciy remark- 

able. rum, m which is an arch, that appears to hate been the frontiipiece of a great temple, wfuch 
the inhabitants, who deal m the marvellous, imagine to be part of niniveh, and that it was built 
by minus thefon of balos, or semis, they fiieiv m the neighbourhood the place where the pro- 
phet jonas inhabited, m honour of whom they have built a little chapel, which the/ vi/it with 

dtvouon 
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•Arabs ", fupported by as many Persians, to guard the paffes on that 1733-, 
fide/againft the basha of that place, in cafe he fhould attempt to aflift 
TOPAL OSMAN : but the basha advanced, and having found means to 
corrupt the ARABS, thefe not only abandoned the pafs, but joining the 
TURKS, obliged the Persians to retire ; and then advancing with him, 
fell upon the main body of the Persians in flank, whilft the whole 
Turkish army were already engaged. The Persians could not fup- 
port the fhock : tiehmas kouli khan did all that was poflible to rally 
them, but in vain. The ftandard-bearer *, either through fear, or being 
clofely preffed, rodeoff the field > and a total rout enfued. 

The feene of this a< 3 ion being a fandy plain, and the duration of it 
not lefs than eight hours, the Persians were fo much fatigued, that 
their flight was rendered the more difficult. Clouds of duft, with the 
fcorching heat of the weather, without a poflibility of getting water, 
added to. their diftrefs, and expofed them the more to be flaughtered by 
their purfuers. Their lofs upon this occalion, was not lefs than 30,000 
men, cavalry and infantry; with all their baggage, their camels,, and 
' harquebufles. The latter did very little execution, in comparifon to the 
TURKISH artillery. 

The number of prifoners taken by the Turks amounted to about 
3000 : their victory however cod them dear, for they loft near as many 
• men as the Persians. Topal osman aferibed the glory of this day to 
“the bravery of abdallaii, the kiaya, and the Janiflaries, whom he 
led on to adtion. Abdallah being quite fpent with fatigue, fainted in 
> the field ; the good topal osman fupported him in his arms, and when 
he recovered, allured him that the grand fignior fhould be informed of 
his merit, and how much the victory, under God, had been owing to 
him, and to the bravery of the foldiers be commanded. The seraskicr 
then difpatchcd raeflengers to diarbekir, bagdat, and other govern- 
ments, 

ievolion. their tnuhocn concern.-)- the prophet d JTcn no: Hitch fton that cf the fcrip-are. 
w This circumflacce is net mentioned by thofc who are of the tussisu irtercft, but is B n t, I 
believe without foundation •, bccaufe, uc do not find that ha dir ever afterwards chc r # theie 
peiEdious alliance. * See Vol. I. F£ e 
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ments, as well as to Constantinople, with an account of the fuccefs 
of the ottoman arms. 

In the mean while, achmed basha, with his garrifon'at bagdat, 
fallied out, and attacked the Persians, whom kouli khan had left in 
their entrenchments : they made a gallant defence, but were at length 
obliged to yield to numbers. Here the befieged found a fupply of com 
and other provifions, which was in the higheft degree welcome to them 
after fo much diftrefs. 

Achmed no fooner received the joyful news of topal osman’s fignal 
victory, than he alfo difpatched a meffenger to Constantinople, to 
inform his mailer the grand fignior of the ftate of affairs in that great 
city. As this letter appears to be genuine, and gives an idea not only 
of the circumllances in which the Turks' were, but likewife of the 
oriental manner of writing, it may perhaps be acceptable. 

“ May God be ever praifed and bleffcd j for, by his grace, the com- 
“ mander of the fultan’s armies, the ever invincible topal osmaN 
“ basha, on whom may the molt high ever Hied his bounties; and 
“ may he find mercy before the throne of God, at the founding of the 
“ trumpet. He has delivered us from the afflictions we have fullered, 
“ fince we were befieged by the Persian armies. The diftrefs of the 
“ garrifon and inhabitants of this city was incredible ; and is beyond de- 
“ fcription. We were furrounded ; we were blocked up; we were en-' 
“ compafled for the fpace of a whole league. During three long months, 
“ tjehmas kouli khan, with a body of his troops, pitched his tents 
“ at jman azem, on the fide of the Tigris towaids Persia, about half 
“ a league from the city, where he fortified himfelf with Itrong lines and 
“ redoubts ; and uled all means to frighten us to a furrender. 

“ Sometimes he detached part of his troops, without our being able 
“ to perceive it ; and ordered them to enter another quarter of his camp, 
“ with drums beating, and colours flying, and with the found of trum- 
“ pets, as if they were ftelh forces coming from all quarters to his af- 
4 . “ filtance. 
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fiftance. ' He built forts on each fide the ticris, well mounted with 1733? 
artillery ; fo that all communication was cut off. He was continually 
fummoning us to furrender ; offering good terms if we would capitu- 
late, and threatening us with the fword and captivity if we delayed ; 
endeavouring to excite the people to mutiny. Your Cave took every 
method to keep up their fpirits ; I held affemblies of the people of 
war ; I told them from time to time that I had advice from the invin- 
cible topal OSMAN BASHA, on whom may the bindings of God de- 
feend, that he was at fuch a place, and would foon come and pour 
upon the enemy thw irrefifiible force of the ottoman arms, ever 
viftorious, and we fiiould' foon be delivered. 

“ On the firfl day of the moon seter *, the vizir topal osman 
basha fent me an evprefs from kerkoud, by which I received his 
high commands, letting me know that he was arrived at that place. 

I immediately read his letter publicly, that all the people and inhabi- 
tants might be acquainted with the news ; they would hardly bcliev e 
the letter to be genuine ; I was obliged to ihew it to every one, that 
they might with their own eyes view the feel and hand-writing of the 
great commander, and prevent their defpair. 

“ On the fourth of" sefeu in the morning, t.fhmas kou/.i kijan ranged 
his army in battle array, and marched towards vughjm, leaving a large 
body of his troops behind him to block us up. As foon as our garri- 
fon and the inhabitants of the city were informed of this, their anxiety 
was renewed. Sometimes they were clamorous to have the gates 
opened, that they might fally forth : fometimes they were determined 
to wait for further news : every one, men and women, young and 
old, continued \vithout intermiffion, their hands clafped, and their eyes 
turned to heaven, befeeching God and. his prophet to grant fuccefi to 
ouc arms. 1 

On the ninth " of sefer, juft at break of day, as vve were lying in 
the duft, offering our prayers to God, vve perceived on the fide of the 

® “ dcfirr, 

* rhetsthef jvlv. * The 16 hof jult. h Tlx Sift of jut v. 

Vol. IV." M 
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“ defart, and towards the' gate karani capsi, an officer with . twenty- 
“ five horfe-men, with their fabres in their hands. They cried with a 
“ loud voice, and faid, open to us the gat es, J for we bring good tidings 
“ to achmed basha. At firft your flave believing them to be fpies,* 
“ doubted to give them entrance. But as the aga who commanded them 
“ was known to feveral people from the walls, I caufed the gate to be 
« opened. As foon as he was entered, they began to call aloud, O in- 
“ habitants of bagdat forget your forrows and rejoice, for the great and 
“ mighty commander top An osman basha, has entirely vanquished the 
“ army of the Persians; he has cut in pieces 60,000 of the enemy e ,: 
“ T/EHJias kouli khan is fled undiflinguifhed among thole whom our 
“ fabres could not reach. 

“ The officer then delivered to me the letter which the invincible vizir 
“ had wrote, imparting to me the news of his vifiory. No fooner was 
" this fptead abroad, than the whole city feemed as people rifen from 
“ the dead : they faid with one common voice, let us fall upon the re* 
“ mains of the Persians before they have time to fly. The garrifon 
“ aflembled with the principal inhabitants of the city, and your flave at 
“ their head, fell upon the Persians; we poured in upon them like 
“ the mighty torrents, like the thunder of the waters of the Almighty ; 
“ they refilled for fome time, but at length gave way to our vidtorious 
' “ arms, and fell under the edge of our fabres. AH their artillery, am* 

munition and provifions, which were in great abundance, by the fa* 
“ vou’r of the prophet came into our poffeffion. 

> > “ A great number of people who had no horfes, and others who were 
“ too old to bear arms, bowing their heads, and crofflng their arms, 
“ and covering them/elves with the drefs of the grave, having in a molt 
“ fupplicant manner cried for mercy ; my bowels were moved with com- 
1 “ paffiou towards them, I pitied their condition, and ordered that quar- 
“ ter fliould be given them, with liberty to retire. As for thofe who 
“ fled over the plains, it was no longer a fight, it was a hunting in tbs 
d ( “ forefl, 

e We may allow people to raagmfy thor faced, cxvciaclj on fitcli art occafioa a, Cut and ti^ 

ksppciis ta be double the auraber which the r er.ua ns xcally lort. 
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“ foreft, a chace of the hearts of the defart. Our vidlorious troops cutting 1733. 
f‘ down every thing before them, purfued the enemy with the fword. 

“ The next day we returned thanks to God and his prophet: we 
“ planted on the walls the 1 ftandards of the vanquifhed enemy, with all 
“ the other trophies of our vifiory. After the public rejoicings and 
“ thankfgivings were over, we buried in their tombs fuch of our people 
“ as had the glory to receive the crown of martyrdom. We then cut 
“ off the heads of all the enemy who were flam, we piled them in 
“ heaps on the field of battle ; and threw the bodies into the Tigris. 

“ The day after, the great and mighty conqueror, topal osman basha, 

“ arrived with his victorious army at imam azem, the fuburbs of bag- 
“ dat, whither the people of all ranks, young and old, ran to lick the 
“ duft of his feet. . , 

“ The day following, I, your flave, accompanied by the bashas and 
“ great officers here, with my whole retinue, and all the principal in- 
“ habitants of BAGDAT, went with the great seraskier, and returned 
“ thanks in the mofque of imam azem, for the vidtories obtained, and 
“ for the end of our great affiicftions. I fend you this account, under the 
“ providence of God, by chassoucar aga, whom may the Almighty 
“ fafely conduit.” 

Topal osman remained with the Turkish army two days on the field 
of battle burying the dead : this viiftory coft very dear, not only by the 
death of fo many common foldiers, but alfo by the lofs of many perfons 
of great diftindtion. The wounded, who were in great numbers, he 
fent to Mosul. Among thefe he found the father-in-law and nephew 
of kouli khan, whom he treated with great generofity , and after their 
wounds were drefled, he fent them to’ 1 the Persian general, with fomc 
propofitions concerning a peace E . To the latter no reply was made , but 
he acknowledged his obligations to the seraskier for the humane treat- 
ment of his relations, and that he hoped 'ere long to return the obliga- 
tion after the fame manner. " 

, . M z s The 

= Others mention their having been fent to copstahtinople , bull bcbeve topal osmaw 
fought to appeafe rather than to enrage kouu khan. 
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The Turkish general no fooner received a report of the circumftances, 
of his own army after the battle, than he fent one of his favourite 4 officers, 
to Constantinople with the news of his vi&ory, which was received 
with all poflible demonftrations of joy, and magnified beyoad the truth. 
The fpirit of the court however was a little damp’d, when a fecond meflen- 
ger from the general-arrived eight days afterwards, to acquaint the grand 
fignior, that the army was in great diftrefs for want of provifions, the coun- 
try round bagdat having been ruined by the Persians ; and moreover, 
that tho’ he had been vidtorious, yet his lofl’es were fo great, that he re- 
queued an immediate and large fupply of recruits ; that as for himfelf, his 
age and infirmities were fuch, that he begged his highnefs would give the 
command of the army to one more able tojervebim, as the duty required 
all the flrength of youth, as well as the experience of old age; for he 
forefaw that kouli khan would foon return with a numerous army, 
when he thould not be in fo good a condition to receive him as before. 

This news was however fuppoled to be in a great meafure owing to 
the modefty of the basha ; fo that inftead of ‘making fuch provifion as 
had been reprefented as neceflary, they loaded him with new honours 
which he did not defire. His fon-in-Iaw was made beglerbeg of 
Romania, and his fon a basha of three tails : he had alio leave to dilpofe 
of all military employments, and to diftribute rewards according to the 
merit of his officers ; and if he flrould think it mod for the honour and 
fafety of the empire, he might alfp negotiate a, peace. To thefe great 
honours and fignal inflances of the confidence repofed in him, were added 
the bigheil: commendations of his valour and condufl. 

In the mean time, the court would not be perfuaded, that after fo 
fignal vidtory there could be fuch a neceflity of fuccours as the basha 
reprefented: the fight of the three thoufand Persian prifoners filled 
their mind fo ‘much with the idea of conquelt, and a fond perfunfion of 
the dillrefied condition of the Persian army, that a fufficient care was 
not taken to anftver the demands of the seraskier. The great diftanre 

of 

* O* thefe occaSons the Turkish general: gisc rteir mclTengere agolien cmamenl, 11 (° ,nI 
i iIjt.c, will, three F O.QB, by ssluelr meant tic people when: Le paffea are (o unSertani te n da 
meflenger of vjftory or nc-vj. 
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of the army, and thepoverty of the’fta'te,'‘-was a firtherreafon why the 
court' was fo remifs/whilft their general Teemed to be the only man who 
knew how much the ftrength and valour of the'enemy was to be dreaded. 
He had accordingly made fuch it’ difpofition of -his troops- in the neigh- 
bouring country,’ as was neceflary to their fuppott, with' orders toailemble 
in the plains near ba.gdat the ert'd of .august, himfelf with 30,000 
men, remainingdt kerkoud. 


- c HAP. XL 1 • 

T.f.hmaskouli khan prepares fir another aBion : his Jlratagem. To; " 
- pal osaian obliged' to continue in bis command. Poulak b asha aban- 
dons the pojl of takajak. Topal' osman coIleBs his forces, and meets 
the Persians. • Bdttk of leilam the 22t iof October. Second battle 
‘ofi hziLAM .. Topal osman billed,, and the Turkish army routed. 
Abdallah 'Kouprolt, basha of. car to, appointed generalijjimo. \ 

T fEHMAS koult khan retired' with' the remains of'his army to 
'hA'MADa'n : 'having been always "accuftome'd to vidlory,'he wav the 
more fenfibly affebted by his defeat^ efpecially as there was reafon to fear 
that his glory vyas nipped, at ‘the very time wheh to appearance it was ripen- 
ing'to its full maturity. ’However, as ho reverfe of.' fortune could fubdiie 
his niind, he feemed yet'to triumph in' the afiurance'bf future fuccefs's and 
the perfeil knowledge. h.e had,:,how;dear the.enemy had purchafed- their 
victory, and that the treacherous conduct of iris Arabian allies had been 
the chief caufe,of'the difafter which befel him j.’he encouraged his,. rol- 
djers, applauded their conduit, and commended their; valomyin the lame, 
flattering terms, as if he had. been himfeif the viflor, . He acknowledged, 
the miftakes he had committed in terms, the moll engaging being con- 
vinced ’that pall misfortunes 'can be. retrieved only,. by. future cqndnbt. 
He made his own 'and that of the army one common caufe ; and by re- 
niinding’them 1 of* their’ valour’upon fo many occafiohs, he allured them 
they {liquid have fiich'dn’opportunify of revenging thenifelves, as Sat uid“ 

■ • ■ 7 ■ intirely 
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173 3. intirely efface the remembrance of an accident, for which they were no 
way to blame. Thus he ingratiated himfelf with the common foldicfs, 
as well as the officers, in ffich a manner, that he kept the army in 
good fpirits, and without the lead reluftance to try their fortune in an- 
other battle. 

As a proof of what he had advanced, he was hardly arrived at ha- 
madan, when he wrote to achmed basha,~ the governor of bagdat, 
that notwithftanding his misfortunes in the laft campaign, he did not in 
the leaft hold himfelf as vanquilhed ; that he was fenlible of the faults 
he had committed, and intended to mend them : and as he was deter- 
mined to make war like a generous enemy, therefore he acquainted 
him, that he might be prepared ; for that early next year he would take 
the field with a more numerous and powerful army than the former, and 
meet him once more at bagdat. 

How oftentatious foever fuch a mefiage might feem, it not only ferved 
to keep his foldiers in fpirits, but alfo as a ftratagem to deceive the 
Turks ; for tho’ they might deem fuch menaces not entirely as an effeft 
of his vanity, with regard to his intentions of returning into turkey, yet 
they did not dre 3 m that his real defign was to fall on them before the winter 
came on. For this purpofe he fent to Isfahan for recruits, and command- 
ed his fecondfon nesr ali, the governor of Herat, to join him with all 
the forces under his command. Thus he foon completed an army, very 
near equal to that with which he had made his late expedition into TURKEY. 

Achmed, basha of bagdat, had toq much penetration to be ig- 
norant of the genius of the Persian general, and too good intelligence 
to doubt of his intentions of returning into Turkey j but whether that 
fliould happen fooner or later, he took all pofiible care to put the city 
in a ffatc of defence, and to bring a fupply of provifions by means of the 
‘Tigris, which he could not colleft near his own diffrift, the province 
for many leagues round bagdat having been laid warte. 

Topal osman on his part was ftill in want of ammunition and other 
aeceffarics for his army, and in no condition to aft offcnfively againff 

4 ' PERSIA: 
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Persia: he therefore contented himfelf with fending poulak basha, 
withlfix thoufand men, to take pofiefiion of the, pafs of takajak” 733 
which is the entrance into turkey qn the fide of hamadan. 

Affairs were in this fituation, when advice arrived at kerkoud, that 
the fon of tahmas kouli khan was upon his march to the afiiftance 
of his father, with a large body of Afghans and abdollees. The 
seraskier difpatched a courier to the port with this intelligence, repre- 
fenting to the minifters, as he had often done before, the necefiity there 
was of fending large fupphes of men, money, and ammunition to the 
army intended to adt agairift kouli khan. He earneftly requefted at 
the fame time, that in confideration of his age and infirmities, they would 
allow him to refign the command of the army in favour of achmed 
basha, who in all refpefts was fitter than himfelf to difeharge the duties 
of fuch an important truft. i _ * , 

The grand fignior, in confideration of his requeft, and his great fer- 
vices, had adtually determined to comply with his defire, and appointed 
him basha of cvtata’, and beglerbeg/ of natolia. The difpo- 
fition for thefe changes was already made, when a frefh courier arrived 
at, the feraglio from topal osman, with advice that the Persians had 
forced the pafs of takajak, and that their general was in full march at 
tile head of a mighty army; requefting that they would immediately 
order the fuccours, which lie had fq often and fo warmly follicited. 

An extraordinary divan was held upon this fubjedt; the difpofition of 
thofc changes juft mentioned was fufpended, and topal osman ordered 
to continue in his command of the army. 

Poulak basha had been fent by the seraskier with 6 ooo men, to poft 
himfelf at takajak, which (s tile pafs on the frontiers of turkey. Ac- 
cordingly he took pofiefiion of it with his troops. On the 1 2th of October, 
kouli khan's Afghans advanced towards him : the basha having ne- 
gledled to fortify his poft, or ftruck with a panic, retired with his men, 
and abandoned this important pafs to the enemy. The seraskeier was 
filled with fuch indignation and refentment, that be would have ordered 
’ his 

* This is a diflnfl about tbice days journey from cossTasTlKOrrs. 
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1733. his head to he ftruck off in the field, notwithftariding he had behaved 
gallantly in the battle o£ kdrkoud, if feveral of the mod diftinguifhed 1 
officers, who were in great efteem with him, had not begged his life. 

Topal osman now' found himfelf in a very dangerous fituation; a 
fierce and formidable enemy was advancing on. him, whilft the fuccouts 
he had follicited from the port, he knew by experience, were not to be 
depended on : the basha of syria was his particular friend, and exerted 
himfelf in colledting all the forces poffible ; but thefe were not fufficient. 
Syria was once a powerful kingdom, and could of itfelf fend large 
armies into the field ; but fince it has been under the dominion of the 
Turks, it is fo far ruined, that the basha could hardly colledt 12000 
infantry, with a fmall body of liorfe; neither of which had any reputation 
as foldiers. The seraskier had alfo collected feveral bodies of forces 
fronfMosui', tho’ the inhabitants had been fo terrified at the appioach 
of a Persian army, that numbers were difpofed to flight, till they found 
themfelves furrounded by roving ARABS, and other enemies j they rc- 
folved therefore to affifl in the common caufe of their country, and en- 
deavour to withftand the torrent of the Persian arms. In the mean 
while, the garrifon of diarbeksr was alfo fent to join topal osman, 
and fomeitnbes of the Arabians, who had been of fuch fervice in the 
affair of kerkoud. 

The seb askiek, in order to facilitate the junftion of his forces, march- 
ed to the plains of.ARONtA, near tbecity mendelt, where he muttered 
near joo.ooo men; happy 'for the Turks if they had been all equal 
in difciplme and valour to the Persian troops. Here the prudent 
total osman entrenched his army in an advantageous fituation, 
to prevent a furprize, and, enable him to adt as circumflanccs might 
require. 

T phmas kouli khan being informed of the fituation of the Turks, 
marched dircdlly towards diem, and arrived within fight of their army 

(he 

1 Tl. s is a i.’i-.it citj fi«> leagues stoic bacd st, ini fony bcW Disssiem, on if c weile/n 
t.rle of tic stems, jt is nur [he assent sinrni.1 Inch at pr[fciit is but a heap ol Lain jo-tcC'et 
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the 21ft of October. ' In the mean while, he ordered a detachment to 1733, 
• make a circuit by the foreft of nezereth, and by puffing the Tigris 
intercept a rich caravan going for Smyrna and aleppo, and then to join 
him near the plains of aronia, which they performed K > 

On the 2 2d of OCTOBER, 'topai, osman basha acquainted his officers, 
that he propofed to keep in his trenches on the 1 defenfive j but at the 
fame time let his troops know, that fuch as were difpofed, might lkir- 
milh with the enemy. • 

The Janifisries of Cairo, and fome troops of Romania, who had not 
been in .the battle of kerkoud, thought their honour concerned to per- 
form fome lignal adtion , and being joined by fome other of the troops, 
and by the Arabs, whom the seraskier had taken into his pay, they 
fallicd from the entrenchments, and attacked the Persians. The foil 
was dry and dully to a great degree j the wind favoured the Turks, and 
they took the proper advantage of it. They came to an engagement, or 
rather a Ikirmilh, which lallcd about four hours. The seraskier per- 
ceiving his men had the fuperiorrty, gave orders for others to join them , 
this determined the fortune of the day j fo that the ■Persians retreated to- 
wards t,eil<im, about five leagues from kerkoud, leaving upon the ipot 
near 4000 h men. 

We are left a little in the dark, with regard to that engagement which 
went by the name of the battle, of leieam; tho’ this. place, reported to 
be within five leagues of kerkoud, mull confequently have been twenty 
or thirty leagues from the plains of aronia *. The Persian general now 
prepared for a decifive llroke : he had fought the firft battle m bis own 

name 

t Tins was not the caravan which had been locked up in bacdat during the fiege, a s fome ac 
counts pretend 1 h Some make the Iofs here much grea’er It was reprefented at, cox 

^tantimjplb as a fecond vi&ory, tho’ the court was too prudent to rejoice It feems to me to be 
little more than a flcirmiQi previous to the fate of die Ottoman army i however, it is certain, that 
kouM khan’s army fuflered on this occafion * We may reconcile the different accounts, 

by fuppofieg it to be between both places, for the plmnsof aronia extend near lbilaM The 
defenpuon of battles properly belongs to foldiers, and few of thefc give^us a good account of what 
paffes at our v cry doors, fo that we mult fuppofe a great deal with, regard to thtfe icmottt fccncs 
pioie than is related. 

Vol. IV. N 
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name as genera! ; tRe fecoiid was !n the name of the young king shah, 
ADAS 111 . Both thefe being unfuccefsful, the army began to be fuper- 
flitious. Rouli khan therefore tefolved to make his decifive blow in 
the name of shah T/PHMAS k . He chofe an advantageous fituation to the 
eaft, intending to make the attack eafly the next morning; and the fun 
fhining in the face of the enemy, he might, receive from thence the ad- 
vantage which the Turks enjoyed four days before, with regard to the 
wind. At day break, the 26th of October, he advanced at the head of 
20,000 of his bed troops, and fell upon the van-guard of the Turkish 
army, which had made fome approaches towards him : this attack was 
fo well conduced, that in a fhort time he pierced through this body of 
the TUntts. The battle then became general on both lides.. The TURKS 
began foon to give way, which put their army in fome confufiort. To- 
tal osMan was not wanting in the duties of a brave and experienced ge- 
neral; he brought his men up to the charge more than once, but the. 
PERSIANS had the afcendency, and repulfed them with great daughter. 
The seRASkier was fatigued with rallying his people, and perceiving 
the diforder, of v his army, put himfelf at the head of the Janiflaries, and, 
difputed the victory. With as much bravery,, as the importance of the 
occafiotl could infpire; till it length, two mu fqliet- balls pierced his body,, 
and he -dropt dead from his harfe. ..j , 

Thus fell the biave topal osman, one of the greateil ftatefmen andt 
generals, and a man of the molt integrity,' of any in the ottoman em- 
pire. His fall determined the fate of the TuRaasH'army ; thofe who, 
iwere near him were difheartened, and 'no longer fought, with the fame- 
fpirit: mod of thsfe'fell by the ftyord, others fled, and the defeat bc- 
.came general. The Persians purfued the vanqmfbed enemy, and made 
, a great (laughter. Kouli khan immediately fent his Afghans to inter— 
-cept the flight of the Arabs, who had fought under topal osman ; and, 
in remembrance of their perfidious conduft at the battle of'KERKoUU, 
he canted great numbers of them to be put fo the fvvord. 

- 1 * 1. a, a Tim 

k However extraordinary this may appear, the fuperltmon of the foldiers might render it ncccflaiy I 
not fo much out of love to shah t -eiisi As,'as to tty their fortune under a name which had tcc a 
always lucky to utiuit teuit xhah, " - ' 
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The tubes .Ioft,upon this occafion ail their baggage, artillery, with 
their military cheft, and not lefs than 40,000 men, among whom were 
niany.BASHAS and peffons_ of diltinfiion. A great number were takep 
prifoners, ( atnong thefe was the intendant* of the army, who informed 
Tt-H.WAS kouli khan of the fate of topajs os.>ian. Curiofitp, "as tyeli 
as veneration for the cbqradter of this great maij, induced the Persian 
general to order that the body (liould be brought tp him i he flood fome 
time in filence, and furveyed it with an awful reverence. Topal osman 
was indeed f the conqueror; tho’ vanquiflied, lie triumphed. Being ar- 
rived to the age of feventy, he had finifhed his courfe with glory, which 
it was 'hardly ( poffible his enemy fhouid ever attain to; fince the prin- 
ciples on which he fet out, were diametrically oppofite to thofe of this 
good man! The Persian general ( ordeted the body to be fent to bag- 
da't with proper honour,' that the remains of fo brave an officer might 
receive the funeral-rites due to his rank, and the laft homage of his 
countrymen, whofe caufe he had ever cfpoufed, wi(h a true patriqt 
Seal. ' - ’ 

. The news of the death of topal Osman, with the intire defeat of the 
ottoman army, aftoflifhed the court, and the whole city of constant!* 
Nople. The fuccefs at kkrkoud in july before, ferved only to add 
tp their fenfibility of this misfortune : and from the opinion which had 
been entertained of the great lofs of the Persians on that occafion* they 
imagined Kouiyi khan $o v be a devil , 91^ enchanter* \yho could with fd 
rapid a courfe reverie his fortune. 

The grand vizir, apprehenfive of fome commotion in the city, caufed 
.guards to be placed at certain polls to prevent air infurre&ion, The 
divan afiembled immediately. The grand fignior and the mufti recom* 

- mended a peace with Persia almofl at any price, as the war feemed 
tQ tepd to the ruin of the empire. The vizir on the other hand repre- 
iented the Persians as vincible, of which the battle of kerkoud was a 
fhnding memorial j anti that to Iofe the conquered provinces by the 
force of arms, would be lefs inglorious than tamely to yield them up to 

the Persians* 1 " . 
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’1733. This opinion being at length agreed to, preparations were made to 
fend cannon and ammunition to Alexandria ', 1 alfo money for the pay- 
ment of the army ; and 8000 Janiffaries were commanded to march the 
15th of December. Abdaddah kouproli, basha of Cairo, was no- 
minated as generaliflimo, in the place of top ad osman ; and the feveral 
kashas in the Turkish dominions in asia, had orders to march with 
all the forces they could colledt. 


CHAP. XII. 

The education, and moji remarkable incident s of the life of top ad osman 
basha ; with a particular account of his gratitude and great generofty 
to his benef aftor, who ranfomed him in his youth from faveiy. * 

T HE mention I have already made of a brave turk, will fufficient- 
ly countenance the following ftory. It is an anecdote by no 
means below the dignity of an hiftorian, nor foreign to my fubjedh The 
defign of it is to infti udt us by example, which is confefledly the great 
ufe of hiftoiy: and I am perfuaded this relation will give pleafure to 
every one who does not think gratitude a pious frenzy, or that it is"U 
virtue fit only for little minds, whofe weaknefs betrays them into a pafiion, 
which clalhes with felf-love, fo much the idol of mankind. ' .... 

Topal osman was educated in the chambers of the feraglio”* a me- 
thod which was formerly ufed only 'with the children of the tribute, and 
who were all of chriflian parents. In the year 1698,’ being then about 

the 

** There are different chambers of the feraglio through, which thofe children p tiffed, who were 
formerly fent up from the Christian provinces fubjefted to the otto jan -empire. They 
from the laft chamber inro^thc fervice of the fultan, and were employed in the different offices of the 
court and miruftry According to their condaft. or fortune, they rofe to the feveral polls and offices 
of the empire The policy of this was, that nor knowing their parents and relations, and oftentimes 
ignorant of the \ cry country the) came from, they might be the more abfolaiely deper.dar £ and de* 
voted to the femee of the grand figmor But now the turks hayc found means to have their ova 
children educated in the feraglio , and the chambers m which thofe defigned for emplo) meets ar* 
b cd, and from, which they arc taken, do mofUy coniifl of native tvrk*. 
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the age of twenty-five, he was fent with the fultan’s orders to the basis a 
of Cairo. He travelled by land to said ", and being afraid of the Arabs 
who rote about the adjacent countries, plundering paflengers and cara- 
vans, he embarked ^n board a Turkish vefiel bound to damietta, 

, a city on the eafiermofi: channel of the nile. " In this fhort paflage they 
met with a Spanish privateer: their Ihip was no match for her, but the 
whole crew refolved to fight, and try to preferve their efiefis, and defend 
themfelves from flavery j upon which a bloody adtion enfued. There it 
was this great man gave the firfl proofs of that intrepidity, by which he 
fo often fignalized himfelf afterwards. The crew, animated by his ex- 
ample, fought with great bravery ; but fuperior numbers at laft prevailed, 
and osman was taken prifoner, after being dangeroufly wounded in his 
arm and thigh. 

When the vefiel had furrendered, the inftanccs of bravery which os- 
man had fliewn, induced the Spanish captain to pay him a particular re- 
gard, efpecially when it was known that he was charged with the grand 
fignior’s orders, and that confequently a large ranfom might be expefted 
for him. Notwithftanding the good treatment he received, his wounds 
were Aill in a dangerous way, when he arrived at Malta, whither 
the privateer went to refit: the wound in his thigh was the moil danger- 
ous, and he was lame of it ever afterwards j from which he had the 

name of topal or cripple, as already mentioned. 

* 1 

At that time, vinclnt arnaud, a native of Marseilles, was com- 
mander of the port at Malta j and, as his bufinefs required, went on 
board the privateer as Toon as (Tie came to anchor. Osman no (ooner 
, law aunaud, than he faid to him j “ Can you do a generous and gal* 

" « lant action ? Ranfom me, and take my word you (hall lofe nothing by 
«* it.” Such a requeft from a fla\e in chains was not common j but the 
manner in which it was delivered, ftruck the frenchman fo much, that 
he immediately turned to the captain of the privateer, and a/ked what he 
demanded for the ranfom. He anfv.cred, atheufind fcquins 0 . Aknaud 
ui)0.i tilts turning round to the turk*, laid: “ I know nothing of you, 

** and. 
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J 733- “ and would you have me rifque a thoufund fequins -on your bare word ?” , 
“ Each of us adl in tins," replied the turk, “ with conffilency. I am 
“ in chains} and therefore try every method to recover my liberty; and 
“ you may pdl right ip not trufting to the word of a granger; I have 
“ nothing at prefent but my word and honour to give you, nor do I 
“ pretend to a(lign any reafon why you Ihould truft,to it; however, I 
' “ tell you once more, if you do trail to it, you fhaU have po ocqafion to 
“ repent." The commander upon this went to make his report to the 
grand . mailer, don perellos. The air with which osman delivered 
himfelf, and the Teeming ingenuoufnefs, together with the Angularity of 
the circumftances, wrought fuch an effeft upon arnaud, that he re- 
turned immediately on board the Spanish velTel, and agieed. with the 
captain for fix hundred fequins, which he paid as the price of osman's 
liberty. After this, he put him on board a velfel of his own, where he 
provided him with a furgeon, and every thing necelfary for his entertain- 
ment and cure. In a fliort time he was out of danger, 1 

Osman had mentioned to his benefaftor,, that he might write to Con- 
stantinople for the money he had advanced ; but finding himfelf in 
the hands of a man who had trailed fo much to his honour, he was em- 
boldened to ?lk him another favour, which was to leave the payment of 
the ranfom entirely to him. ArnaiHi diftinguiflied that in fuch a cafe 
, things weie not to be done by halves; he thereforemot only agreed to the 
propofal, with a good grace, but entrullcd him with the fiiip, in which 
he had been lodged, and /hewed him every other mark of generality and 
friendfliip. Accordingly osman, as foon ns he was in a condition, fet 
out again upon his voyage in this velfel. 

The french colours now protected him from the privateers. In a 
fliort time he reached damieTta, and laded up the Nile to Cairo. No 
looner was he arrived there, than lie delivered a thoufand fequins to the 
mailer of the veficl, to be paid his benefaftor arnaud, together with 
fome rich furr, p , and five hundred crowns as a prefent for himfelf He 
. executed the orders of the fultan his mailer with the basha of ca!R°> 

3 ' ' and 

1 v p TEqfc: are tie genteeicll prelcnu La the dll 
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and fettmg- oui for Constantinople, was himfelf the firft who brought 
the news of his flavery. 6 

- His fenfe of the favour that had been done to him, and the generous 
circumftances of it, was not confined to the firft emotions of gratitude: 
during the whole courfe of his life, he did not ceale, by letters and other 
acknowledgments, to teftify thedeep impreffion ithad made upon him, 

1 111 r 7 iy war was declared between the Venetians and run re?.. 
The grand vizir, who had projefled the mvafion of the morea, affem- 
bled the ottoman army,, near the iftlimus of corinth; the only pafs 
by which this pemnfula can be attacked by land. Topal osjian was 
cliarged with the command to fo'ce the pafs, which he not only executed 
With great fuccefs, but afterwards took the city of corinth by afiault. 
I^or this fervicejie was rewarded, by being made a basha of two tads. 
The next year he ferved as lieutenant-general under the grand vizir at the 
fiege of cortu, which the turns were obliged to abandon. Osman 
ftaid three, days before the place to fecure and conduct tile retreat of tile 
ottoman troops, which he effected With great fuccefs. 

In 1722 he was appointed seraskier ’, and had the command of the 
army m the mor£a. When the confuls of the different nations came 
to pay their refpeCb to him in this quality, he diftmguifhed the trench 
by particular marks of kindnefs and protection, and ga\e them a drift 
charge to write to Malta to vincent arnaud, and acquaint him of his 
new dignity, and to beg of him ta fend his foD, that as it was now 111 
his power, he would charge himfelf with making his fortune. Accord- 
ingly arnaud’s fon went into the morea, and the serasmer not only 
made him prefents, but granted him. privileges and advantages in point 
of trade, which foon put him ru a way of acquiring an eftate ' 

Topal osman’s parts and abilities were fuch, that from this com- 
mand he was foon raifed to a greater. He was made a u asii t of dime 
tails, and beclerblc of roaiania, one of the gresteft governments 

m 

1 General to chef ' ft m ay beobfertedm gen ret, tii.i when men c f art fieri 12 ~a m 

the call mean ta do a ddhcguOicd fen ce, day arc not behind the chrik. 
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1733- > n empire, and which the vicinity to the danubian provinces, and 
the frontiers of Hungary, renders ftill more important. 1 

His reiidence, during his government, was at nyssa. In the year 
1737, Vincent arnaud and his fon waited upon him there, and were 
received with the utmoft tendernefs and affeftion. Laying afide the 
pomp of the basha and governor, he embiaced them, caufed them to 
be ferved with fherbet and perfume, and to fit ‘upon the fopha with him- 
felf, an honour but rarely beftowed by a nASHA of the firft order,- and 
hardly ever to a chriftian. After thefe marks of diftindlion, he fent them 
away loaded with prefents. As the father and fon were taking their 
leave of him, arnaud faid, he hoped he (hould live to pay his duty 
to him, as grand vizir, at Constantinople. This, which wjs then 
only a compliment, proved prophetical. 1 

I have already given an account of the great revolution of 1730 in 
Constantinople, in which the grand vizir Ibrahim perifhed. This 
office was become fo perilous, that three had been preferred to it in left 
than a year's time. In September 1731, tofal osman was called from 
his government, to fill a place, 1 which though by far the highefl in the 
ottoman empire, and perhaps the higheft that any fubjeft in the world 
enjoys, is always dangerous, and was then fo in a particular degree. He 
t>o foonet attlved at Constantinople to take poffeffitm of Inis new dig' 
mty, than he fent for the french embaftadpr, and defired him to write 
to Malta, and let his old benefadtor know of his advancement; and that 
he fhould haften to Constantinople, while things remained in the pre- ' 
fent fituation ; adding, that a grand vizir feldom kept long in his ftation. 

In the month of January 1732, arnaud with his fon arrived at 
Constantinople from Malta, bringing with him variety of prefents, 
and twelve Turks whom he had ranfomed from flavery. Thefe, by 
command of the vizir, were ranged in order before him. Vincent 
arnaud, now feventy-two years of age, with his fon, were brought be- 
fore topal osman, grand vizir of the ottoman empire. He received 
them in the prefence of the great officers of ftate, with the utmoft marks 
4 - of 
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of affedtion. -Then turning to thofe about him, and pointing' to’tlie ran- 
fomed Turks, “ Behold,” fays he, “ thefe your brethren nowenjoying 
“ the fweets of liberty, after having groaned in flavery : ‘'this rHENcu- 
‘.‘ mam is their deliverer. I was myfelf a flave, loaded with chains, 
“ ftreaming in blood, and covered with wounds: thisris the man’ who 
“ redeemed and faved me ; this is my mailer and benefaftor : to him I 
“ am indebted for life, liberty, fortune, and every thing I enjoy.i .With* 
,! _out; knowing me, he paid for me a large ranfom ; fent me away upon 
“ my bare word, and gave me a flip to carry me where I pleafed. 
“ Where is even a muflulman capable of an adtion of fuch generality r” 


While osman was fpeaking, every one prefent bad -their eyes fi\ed 
upon ’old” arnaud, who held the grand vizir’s hands l clofely locked be- 
tween his own. The vizir then aiked both father and fon many.queilions 
concerning their fituation and fortune, heard their anfwers with kindnefs 
and attention, and then ended with an ARABIC fentence, allah-ke- 
rim *. He made before them the diilribution of the prefents tliey had 
brought, the greatell part of which he fent to the fultan, tlie,fultana mo- 
ther, and the kislar aga *. Upon which the two Frenchmen made 
their obeifance, and retired. 


After this ceremony was over, the fon of the grand vizir took them 
to his apartments, where he treated them with great kindnefs. .Some 
time' before they left Constantinople” they had a conference in pri- 
vate with the vizir, who diverted himfelf of all ftate and_ ceremony. 
He let them underftand, that the nature of his fituation would not per- 
mit him to do as he deiired. Cnee a minifter ever appears in the eyes of 
many to do nothing without a view to his own particular intereft ; ad- 
ding, that a basha was lord and mailer in his own province, but that 
the grand vizir at Constantinople had a mailer greater than himfelf. 

He caufed them to be amply paid for the ranfom of the turns, and 
likewile procured the rcftitution of a debt, which they had looked on as^ 
defperate : he alfo made them prefents in money, and gave them an 

order,' 

* The providence of Goo ts great. I Ch cf of the black cuncciu. 
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1733. order, in virtue of which they took a loading of corn at salonica, 
which was likely to be very profitable, as the exportation of com from 
that port had been' for a long time prohibited. , , ’ 

As his gratitude was without bounds, he feemed defirous to convince 
■his benefadtor, that his liberality was the fame ; his behaviour, upon this 
occafion, muft appear great and noble, fince every adtion of his life de- 
monftrates a mind fuperior to affedtation. His condudt appears the more 
generous, when it is confidered, what contempt and averfion the 'preju- 
dices of education often create in the mind of a Turk againft the chri- 
ftians : and if we refledt further, that this confefiion was made before 
his whole court, ,the adtion will appear in its full luftre. 

By the vigilance and fteadinefs of his miniftry, this great man reftored 
government and a regular difcipli'ne, with plenty to Constantinople, 
where a licentious confufion had fo lately reigned, and where the inhabi- 
tants had been in fuefi diftrefs, that.the neceflaries of life were not to be 
had but at an-eveeflive price.' He has indeed been blamed for his too 
great feverity; but it is certain, that he never' condemned to death the 
moil; culpable, even of the lowed: clafs of the people, without the de- 
cifion of the mufti. And though his feverity iliould have been extended 
♦to what might be deemed an cxcefs, rcafons of ilate, and tiie iccurity of 
the general tranquillity of , the empire, might make a ilridl execution of 
the laws not only expedient, but abfolutely neceflary. Nor can it be 
fuppofed, that a man, whofe honour and; goodnefs of heart was fo con- 
fpicuoufly difplayed, could be cruel. ,Thc greateft proof that can be ghen 
to clear him of fucli an imputation, is the univerfal regret that people of 
all ranks ihewed when he was removed from his office *. 

He received his orders of difmi/fion'with all the ealmnefs imaginable; 
for he was too wife to expedt that virtue alone could fupport a man in an 
office under a diflradted government, and where change was adopted as 
neceflary. When he came out of the feragiio, after delivering up the 
feal of the empire, he found his friends and domeflics very penfive and 
difconfolatc. “ What is the reafon,” lays lie, ** of your affiidiion; have 

“1 
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“ I not always faid,’ that the- office of vizir is'ofall others" the mod likely 
“ to hoffiort ? All my concern was , 1 how I fhould get out of it with ho- 
“ nour; and thanks to God, I have done nothing with which I reproach 
“ c myfelf. ^y, matter, the giand fignior, approves my fervices, and I refign 
“ with, perfedt fatisfadhon.” He then gave orders for rendering his thanks 
to_ heayen, as if it had been one of the moil: happy events of hi$ life ». 


' After this, he- immediately fet out for trebisdnde, where he was ap- 
pointed n ASHA. His removal iould not be called a difgraCe, for the granif 
fignior never ceafedha treat hihi with all poffible’ marks of diftindhon;' 
His highnefs acquainted him, that he muft- leave his fon at Constanti- 
nople, and that Iiimfelf would take care of his fortune. About four days 
after topal osman’s departure, this young man had the honour of de- 
livering to the fultan, the prefent * which his, father was to have made 
him on the feaft of bavram r. Prefents at the ottoman court, as well 
as all over the eaft, are not confidered as the effedis of generality and 
friendfbip, or marks of refpedt, but as a tribute which mull be paid by 
inferiors of all ranks to their fuperiors, efpccially from certain officers to 
their fovereign. This prefent might however have been dilpenfed with,, 
as the father was out of the office of grand vizir; but he, gave his fon 
exprefs orders at his departure, not to fail to make it , and by that means, 
he fhewed,with what entire fatisfadhon, he had refigned his high em- 
ployment. f 

The grand fignior received the prefent, in a manner that convinced 
him and all the world, that he had not in the leaffc forfeited his effeem. 
He had been gone but a few days, when orders were fent to him’ to re- 
pair to the frontiers of Persia, and take upon him the command of the 
ottoman armies. This was an honourable and important llation, but 
full of danger and difficulty. He filled it with all the abilities of a wile 
llatefman and experienced officer. Though he funk at laft before the 
fortune of tahmas kouli khan, yet he fell worthy of himfelf, worthy 
O 2 of 

* A rare inftancc this of virtue I hope it is finSIy true I am forty to fay it is not more cr&3t- 
bleofachnfliantlianofa uaiiouuedas. Sec Vol I rage 19? * A horfe furniture 

fet with jewels, value 50,000 crowns 7 This is 2 high fcfln al among the tur k*, at 

which urac it is ufoal to make prefents to one another. 
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of that charadter he had fo defervedly acquired, and maintained through 
the courfe of a life, not diftinguilhed fo much by his high employments,, 
as that he never deviated from the paths of honour and virtue. 

The grand fignior ; preferved fuch an efteem for his memory, that tho’ 
his fon achmed was but young, he promoted him to the- high poll of 
basha and beglerbeg of Romania, which his father enjoyed when he 
was called to the office of grand vizir. , It gives us the ftrongeft idea of 
arbitrary power, to confider the policy of the ottoman government. 
The fame grand fignior, who promoted the fon to one of the 1 firft dig- 
nities of the empire,- in honour to the father’s memory and great fer- 
vices, fent an order to feize all the father’s - effedts *. It maybe prefumed 
the ftate was poor, which in fuch governments was a fufficient reafon. 
Thus the fan fucceeded to no great part of the vaft riches his father died 
pofleffed of. 

Topal osman was one of thofe lew, who through the courfe of a 
long life, gave the higheft demonftrations-of a mind fuperior to vulgar 
applaufe. His greatners was the effedt of his virtue, his underftandmg 
and intrepidity; but his ambition was to a£t like a man, who belie; es-' 
there is a God, and a ftate of rewards and puniflhmcnts. If this generous 
Turk laid of vincent arNaud, “ Where is even a muffulman who is 1 
“ capable of an adlion of fuch generolity ?” We may fay, “ Where (halt 
“ v/e find even a chnftian, requiting a generous adtion in a more noble 
“ manner than topae osman ?” Inflances of this kind among cither 
clirilhans or mahommedans, are indeed but rare ; and therefore when the/ 
happen, ought the more to be recorded. 

3 rfusu meant of his moveable of perforin! eftn'o. As to lander! eft. vcj, i^is a cuflonv r or per 
fow in the fcrvicc of the grand figmor, to adgn them jn heritage to rhe diarch, in cafe of the failure 
of 1 eirr, by which mean thej cannot be fazed by the crown, without a deg-cc of f cn/cge 
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TjE-umas kouh khan acquaints the. Russian court of. his fuccefs. 

. ‘-Achmed basha prepares' to fiand ’ another fiege. . Mahommed .khan 
- jjalouche declares for t,ehmas shah ui'shirass ; is defeated by Kotin 
' KHAN, and' bangs" bimfelff fitb'e' Turks' f re pare to take the field'.' Kouli. 
khan marches into Georgia the beginning' of 1 734, and takes ieflisL- 
■Defcription of that country 1 Selim basha 'retires out, of Georgia.'.' 

7 Kouli- KHAN.- tafcr ganja 1 and shamakie.' "• ■ , 

T M H M.A S koult khan having obtained this memorable viflory sj^jr 
‘'over thc'-TURKS, 'arid 'given brders'fof the biirial'.of his dead, dis- 
patched an exprefs'to acquaint the Russian' eiiiprefs of the iignal advan-' 
tage he had obtained'. This news was hot ungrateful to the court of 
ST. Petersburg : the port was'divided into fhflio'ns upon' the fubjedt'of a 
war with Russia >• but it was apprehendedpifkbuLi khan had not kept 
' them. fully. employed, they would have foon determined upon it:‘ : and. 
preparations were accordingly making, in. Russia. - ^ •" “ 

' It is, prefumed', that koult khan requeued that the emprefs would, 
not permit the crim tartars to pafs near her dominions, (hould .they 
attempt to join the lesgees, who' waited only a favourable occafion of. 
Tnasawg 'a yawe/vd. -hav-c. vTja aa, o-.VC'.-or >r.'\ 'C'.-'h ,'Clvre. jfosja,, 
of tlie'cASPrAN'SEA. The russtans, yet poffefled of derbend, and the 
conquell they- had made on that coail; were not interefted to countenance 
the projedls of kouli khan, any otherwife than to reduce the Turks, 
which’ was' a much greater' objedt than the prefervation of that conqueft. 


So fignal an advantage gained over the TURKS, within fifty leagues of' 
bagdat, could not but alarm, achmed basha. We. have already ob- 
ferved, that this Jagacious governor had put his city in a condition of de--- 
fence, and preferred a kind of independent, fovereignty. - After the battle- 
of KERKOUD, fevcral detachments of total osman’s forces demanded 
entrance into the city.. The basha abfolutely refufed, alledging, that 
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1,-, riched' himfelf with their fequeftered. eftates, and returned to isfAiiAN. 
Here lie lemained till the next fpring, employing himfelf in recruiting 
his army in hopes of finifhing \thc great work in which he had f° "ell 
fucceeded the laft year, and of compelling the Turks to yield up all the 
conquered provinces. • v 

‘ In the mean while, the ottoman court made all the preparations 
poffible, to defend themfelves againft an enemyj whom they had now 
fufficient reafon 'to believe very formidable. They had' made an at- 
tempt to engage the khan of the crim tartars in their quarrel, and if 
thefe could have been joined with the' LESGEts, they might ina ^ e 1 
powerful diverfion in shirvan ; but it is hardly pradticahle to penetrate 
into Persia through the pades of mount Caucasus, or the country to 
the north-weft of dag is tan. , 1 

The lcsoees, however difpofed to take all advantages of tl le MR " 
siahs, were but ill-inclined to favour the entrance of the crim tA rtaks 
on the north-lide of their mountainous refidences. The Georgians "' crc 
as little difpofed to receive them into their country ; and the Russians leaf! 
of all. -The cabardinian tartars, who are fubjeft to russi A > "' erc 
ordered to appear in arms, if thofe of the crim fliould attempt t0 ^ orcc 
a paflage ; and as a war was expedted to break out with the Russians, 
the crim tartars would by fins means be felt expoled ; lo fuse xi<t 
Turks had but little reafon to expefl any fuccours in the person "' 3r 
from thofe tartars. The unseens, however, appeared in arms, dc- 
figning to make a diverfion in favour of the Turks. 

Koch khan haying recruited his army to near 100,000 fighting mcn > 
opened the campaign this year by marching diredtly to tavri 5 , fr° m 
whence he fent his fon nesr ali, with a body of forces to the pants of 
the kura, to drive the lesgccs back again into their mountains. Thcls 
tartars made incurfions into shirvan, but finding a numerous b°dy 
of Persian forces which they did not expedt, they retired will* great 
precipitation. He left his fon on the banks of the kura, with orders 
to march to ganja, whilff he himfelf penetrated into geouciA as 
as tepus. . . • ' 

This 
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, This city is fuppofed to be the acropolis of the antients; it is large 1734. 
and well peopled, and the houfes built with brick. In the center is an 
eminence with a citadel, very difficult of accefs : at the foot of it runs 
the kora, which contributes much to its natural flrength. 

The Georgians are the defeendants of the antient Iberians, who 
inhabited the countries on both fides the cyrus 4 . The Greeks call 
them georgi, from whence we may prefume they derived their prefenc 
namej the oriental nations call this country guergestan. 

The bravery of thefe people is very remarkable; their lituation feems- 
to evadt it of them. In thefe latter times we have had feveral proofs, 
particularly of thofe commanded by gurghin khan, the governor of 
Kandahar, as mentioned in the preceding volume. The vali of 
Georgia, we have alfo feen, might, to all human appearance, have faved 
the Persian monarchy, had he not adhered to a rafli vow. Thefe peo- 
ple are as dextrous With the bow and arrow, as with fire-arms ; and 
the Persians were wont to efleem them the beft troops in their 
army. They were now tributary to the Turks, and confequently few 
if any of them among!! nadir’s farces. That they were always very 
warlike, appears from antient hiftotians ; they neither fubraitted to the 
suedes nor Persians, nor even to Alexander the great : they could 
not indeed refift the roman arms; po.MPEY.took their capital acroeo- 
lis, and reduced the kingdom of iBEiUA'to a roman province. 

Tile khan of teflis has the title of vali, and all the other chiefs 
of the refpeftive provinces are denominated princes, Thefe laft are in- 
dependent of each other, as well as of the vali ; hut in cafe of danger 
they unite in one- common intereft. Hemmed in by two powerful na- 
tions, they.have necefiartly paid tribute either to ihe Turks or Persians 
for fome ages. Their governments- are hereditary, and feldom aoy acci- 
dents have happened to dived their families of their refpeftivefovereignties; 
which ace in. number about a dozen, who are divided and fubdivided- They 

’ 1 generally 

* Pi-dent name kuha, v 

p ; 
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generally, fupport from zoo.to iqoo men 'each, and two or three 1 of them 
can bring -6ooo v into thefield. For the fupport of thefe Toldiers, ' the'pea- 
iants pay ; {i tenth of the produce of the land ; befides furnifhing,' in time 

of war, a certain number of men equipped. : 

't> 1 • '■ s. ti ^ 1 

The -climate; df.'this' country is foft, 'not very different from that, of 
'ITALY, land extends from about the 'latitude of 41 to 44. ..The capital 
TEFLisds'near the center of the.lower-GEORGiA ; the upper; G eorgia 
dretches.tmvards’the black sea. It is furrounded with mountains almofl 
on- every- fide, and abounds in woods, but there are alio very fertile plains. 
They till their land with buffaloes .and oxen; they plow deep,- and. their 
crops are abundant. They, are chriftians of the Greek religion, and 
confequently not forbidden the ufe of wine, .which, they have very, good, 
andin.great.plenty. , The; men are. remarkably tall,. .comely, robufl, .and 
well made, oftentatious, and fond of a fplcndid , appearance ; the, wo- 
men, 0 are. celebrated for their. beauty, overall. Asia. - .... il- 

1 -’The .Georgians have generally, been moil difpbfed to.fubmit to the 
Persians, 1 and in order to fupport their .'fidelity; the'fovefeigns'ofithat 
monarchy -have- fliewn' them -great indulgence. ..Thofc of their princes, 

■ who 1 are difpofed to change their religion,, have ever meti with a kind 
■ reception at the Persian court, and been entrufled with fome of the firft 
employments in that government. Persia by this means’ has 1 had a 
conflant'refource of-troopsf-whofe'valour’ and fidelity- might bc.fafcly 
relied on 4 . 1 > • ■ ■ ■ ', . • . ; 1 

- The Georgians now- faw their fovereign the grand fignior oppreffed 
■on- every fide ; , difheartened by the defeat of top At, osman, and in' no 
-capacity toimaftc head agalnft the vidtorious. armies of noun khan- 
Teflis: having fubmitted to him,..he-tbought it his intercft to. treat d> c 
•- people. with tendernefs. .The.TORKs retired,- not being in' any condition 

; to.oppofe him, ■ . . . : . - j -j 

vtd. .' a.,; ;... .;. ; . . KoUU 

: * arc fpoken of in xvtofx under the name of Circassians, though ciecass** 

is much farther’ to the north-well. _ 4 I never hard, from any good authority, that 

*ham had any lumber cf ceo&cians In his army, probably edewning it impolitic to court*# 
peopis of To dincren; principles in religion. , • ^ <>■ - 
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Kouli khan, in 'die exultation'of his heart; declared that he would 1734. 
carry his viftorious arms to the Hellespont,' with' a more formidable 
power than that of xerxes. All the dominions of the grand iignior did 
indeed tremble-at his name.' The Turks confelfed, 'that they were never 
more embarafled fmce the eitablifliment of their monarchy..- Their trea- 
fures were cxhaufled ; and their army of veterans hardly amounted to one 
third part of that of the Persians. Count bonneval recommended the 
European difcipline f but the Turks had a iuperftitious reverence for 
thein antient military cufloms j neither could they derive any advantage 
from a change of difcipline, but by long praftice. They tailed about 
15000 men in Bosnia, which were ordered to join the ottoman army 
near bagdat, under the command of the seraskier abdallah icoupro- 
li, who was eftecmed one of the bed officers in their fervice. The court 
alfo fent 4000 men to him by the way of trekisonde j but this re- 
inforcement was very inefficient to flop the progrefs of the Persians. 

•> In the mean while, selim basha being in no condition to oppofe the 
. Persians, had retired out of Georgia towards aleppo, leaving that 
country, as well as Armenia, 'a prey to tile viftorious kouli Khan ; 
upon which all the Georgian princes, who were before tributary to 
the ottoman empire, fubmitted to him. Towards the end of Oc- 
tober, 'he came ‘before ganja, where the-TURKs had thrown in .a 
garrifon of 5000 men ; thefe maintained themfelves fo well, that nesr 
ali with his forces had not been able to reduce them: kouli khan 
therefore eroded three batteries of ten cannon each, and before the month 
WM expired, this place alfo fubmitted at diferetion. 

1 From thence he diredled his courfe to shamakie. ' The Turks had 
detached a body of 8000 men, mofUy lesgees, to guard the bridge of 
boats over the kura at javat 1 but they were foot) put to flight. The 
countenance which this city had given to the lesgees, had fo much 
offended him, that he rcfolved to raze it to tile ground, and flaughtcr 
a great part of the inhabitants. Thole who bad oflended moft, being 
either lesgees, or clofely connected with them, fled into the mountains. 

After a ffiort warning, he commanded the inhabitant-, who efcaped the 
P 2 fury 
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J734- fW °f : t is . refentmcnt, tp retire, to ; aghson, on . the, wefterq fide.of.the 
riiountains ',,-whpre they might .build a new city ; and. he, then ,de.ftroyed 
,the place., Sh AM akie had been for, many ages efteemed sne of the mod 
dourilhing cities in this part of the world, , well peopled, andaabounding 
in all the necefiaries of , life. \ , Its htuation \vas agreeable,, and its trade ex- 
tenfive.. , Here the merchants from,:PERSiA and turret, AK.JtEtJ.lA, 
Georgia, . and Russia had their rendezvous j fo that it was a ftaple for 
all the commodities of tliefe countries, together with thofe, of EUROPE. 
It was alfo a place of defence. ^ _ 

■ Thefe however were not fufficient reafons with the ambitious .kouli 
kHan to preferve this city.' . Indeed,.it is hard to fay, if he made a ficrilicc 
of it to his pride or rclentment; more than to reafons of. policy..- .The can- 
. quell of the lesgees was an object heihad very much at heart and expe- 
rience had proved;' that ittvas an alylum to tliem of late years ; or atlcad, 
that' it whs the feat of rebellion,. from. whence sniRVAN.was invaded.;* 
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The .Turks defire a peace? Kouli khan fends an. aniaffador to tie w 
• .si mi court.- Awdallah koupruls gists. Battle to kouli khan in tit 
■■ -valley of ARPARAvr; and isjlain, i together ssiith 20,000' Turks. ■ Ab- 
dallah dasha retreats to cars.’ Cara achmed appointed SERAS- 
1 .1 kier of ria TUUKisH army. ■ Erivan. taken. .The tukks declare over 
againjl Me Russians, -.Kouli' KHiat’sxouduSl towards that, natim. - 

T HE rapid progrefi of the' P ersian arms,' made the divan of Con- 
stantinople ire the liigbcft ‘degree dclirous of peace with PER- 
. SLA : but .t.ehmas; kouli khan,” ambitious of new triumphs, proudly 
. defpifed any accommodation, but what was judged to be very, injurious 
to the honour of the grand fignior. , The inclination of the port Was to 
commence a war with the chriflian powers ; and great magazines were 

- forming 

• TER place flood in ,746, aa derailed in tie map and accaaat of the :,a:l of the a m » 1 * s -~ 1 ~ 

ba 3 jr, Vo!.I. pa' 37B»t>A 3S6. .• 
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forming in Bosnia, in expedition of a favourable opportunity to enter thro’ 
valachia into the*uKRAiN: ~ The ottoman court was aifo very jealous 
of the good anderftandwg between the Russians and the Persians, and 
apprehended a treaty of alliance, by which the; former were fo make a 
diverfion in favour of Persia on the fide of asqph , whilft there y-as not 
•lefs reafon to apprehend,- that with fuch aflifiance ta-hmas kquli r H| an 
might carry his arms 1 into natolia, and make the grand fignior tremble 
on his throne. , , t* 

What favoured the former opinion, was the arrival, at the beginning 
ofi this year, of Hussein kouli khan as embaflador from abas, the 
infant shah of Persia, to the court of st. Petersburg ; his credential 
letters were figned with the feal of the general mbmas kouli khan. 
-This minifter informed her imperial' majefty, that tashmas shah being 
a weak, prince, whafe condnft threatened the ruin of the Persian empire, 
the khans, and all the great lords of the Hate,' had determined to depofe 
him, and fct up his fon abas in his place : that they meant npt to do the 
dethroned prince'any harm, but to indulge him in all thy pictures to 
which he was inclined, without fubmitting to his pacific difpofition, with 
regard to their common enemy the TURK : that tauimas kouli khan, 

- vvhofe valour and fortune was equal to that of Alexander, and whole 
prudence and generofity were unrivalled, was determined to, profecute 
-the war with vigour: that her imperial majefty might be aflured he 
would never lay down his arms, whilft the grand fignior was in any con- 
dition to make war againftr her; the Persians being mtirely difpofed 
to fupport a perfedt amity with the dominions of her imperial majefty, 
whofe mtereft they confidered in common with their own. 

This embaflador was aifo charged with a commiflion, to require the 
delivery of derbend, baku, reshd; and all - the places in the provinces 
of shirvan and ghilan, with the other diftrifls fituated on the coaft 
of the Caspian sea, which had been conquered by peter the great ; 
aifo that thofe tartars in the mountains of dagistan/, who bad 
„ 1 1 fubmitted 

r I halt -Ircaly given feme account of thele people in my firR volume, and I have only to ob- 
fenc farther, that from this country the Slavs in the filth century are Lai to haic fpread them- 
felvc* lAc.a flood over puRorr, extending their ccrrpiclt as far as seam. 

I 
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1 

17 3 5. fubmitted to the Russian arms, ihould be again reftored to the dominion 

of PERSIA. 1 , _ 1 \ 


It was faid, that kouli'khan had in the vanity of his heart declared, 
that if the Russians did not letire, he would take a broom, and fiveep 
them out. The Russians, apprehenfive of a war with the Turks, did 
not think thofe countries worth a conteft : they had never received any 
benefit from them, but quite the reverfe, for they only proved a grave 
to their armies. As to the revenues of thofe provinces fince the year 
1722, which were alfo demanded by the embaflador, the Russian mi- 
niftry alledged, that fo far from drawing any advantage from thence, the 
government had been at a great expence in the fupport of them. 


In confequence of this treaty now made with tashmas kouli khan, 
her imperial majefty appointed a general officer to accompany the per- 
siAN commifianes, 1 in order to fee the evacution of the countries already 
mentioned, and to fix the boundaries of the two ftates , which was ac- 
cordingly done foon after. The embaflador having received all the ho- 
nours due 'to his charadler, took his leave of the emprefs the 13 th of 
'march;' and the court bore the expence of his journey to the frontiers, 
according to cuftom. The Cmprefr intended to fend an embaflador to 
Isfahan, to compliment the young shah c , a’nd from thence 'to' pro- 
ceed to the army, in order to finifli the negotiations with t^hmas kouci 
khan, which the Persian mimfter had already begun, 

V I 1 . 1 I n 

The turks had not yet .recovered the fliocfc occafioned by the defeat 
of topai, osaian , and the rapid progrefs of the Persian arms the lad 
» year had diiheartened the court to an extreme degree, infomucb that they 
would hardly have oppoied $llc enemy, had there been no other objeft 
to preferve than the conquered piovmces. ‘ At the fime time, the good 
intelligence between the RussrANS and the pfrsian^, gave great umbrage 
to the port. The grand figmor comforted himfclf however in hopes of 
an accommodation with the Persians, and that the lofs'of gforgia would 
be repaired by.his conquefts in chriftendom , the fituation of the euko- 

, peaN 

1 Wc aflcnvatUs, that [he kvihan mmiflcre were too tenable ol the changer to wbicb 
oee<)A waa fubjcU, to cany tin. CcJI-u into execution. 
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mam powers atthat time Teeming to facilitate the fuccefs of the otto- i 
ilAN‘"arms.’'-The Persian, army was now'increafecT to 120,000 men 
• and kouli khan abfolutely refufed to enter'into terms of accommodation, 
unlefs the-TURKS would. not .only yield .up-all.the.conquered.provinces, 
but alfo pay him. the charge, of ..the war. . ; 


The ottoman court was continually fending troops, ammunition^ and 
money to aleppo and trebisonde, from, whence the army’ under ’Ab- 
dallah kouprolt, bash a of Cairo, was fupplied ; this general' h'ad alfo 
fuccours from' Cairo, but as yet he keptclofe in his intrenchments in ar? 
menia. The Turks efteeming this as a holy war, were yet in fpirits to 
try the fortune of another' campaign. The grand figriior therefore gave 
orders to the sf.r askier ' kouproli,' to give battle to tashmas kouli 
khan, 'as foon as he fhould find himfelf fufficiently reinforced. ■ 


...’ The PERSIAN general had fpent'the beginning' of this year'in reducing 
Georgia, and was now on his march to erivan. Defigning to bring the 
turks. to, ah engagement^' he fent a detachment of 15000 men. towards 
their ’camp.. .The seraskier immediately concluded, " tliat“ this motion 
could.'be madejwith' no other defign than to reconnoitre his fitiiation j he 
therefore fent a, body of his bed:, cavalry to meet them, and after afhort 
Ikirtnifii the Persians retreated in confufion. The seraskier unwilling 
.to lofe fo. apparent an advantage,, difpatched more troops after them, and 
followed himfelf at the. head of his army, making forced marches, in 
hopes to intercept their junftion .with the main body of the Persians. 


. On the 10th of June, taehmas' kouli khan appeared with 
,40,000 men-jin. the -valley of akpakavi, fothat the whole force with 
• him. did not exceed. 55,0000.- The seraskier,- on the other. hand, had 
an' army of 8o,oqo. ; At the approach of the turks, the PEnsiAN -general 
-.broke up- his. camp with - a .■ feeming precipitation, .and- retired towards 
erivan. . After. feverabforced. marches, being -arrived at the freight pre- 
, vioufly defigned for the adtion, he concealed 1 ' a,. body of;his men -in a 
wood, ,-whilft . another, ftrong party vyas.coyered in a valley. .In this.fitua- 
■ tion he prepared to receive the TURKS. 


The 
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The via of the Turkish army faw themfelves at once attacked in 
flank and rear by. the Persians, who came out of the defiles. The 
action was very bloody, and lafted five hours j the serasiuer had two 1 
horfcS killed under him, and after fighting very bravely, met with the 1 
fame fate as his predecefior topal osman ; befides him, fell PEMIR 
basiia, and mustapha basha, generals of the firft rank, the iaft was ' 1 
a kinfman of the grand fignior ; they loft alfo four other bashas, with 
10,000 men, the greateft part of whom were killed, the reft taken pri- 
foners; the Persians likewife made themfelves matters of thirty-two 
pieces of cannon, With the military cheft and baggage. 

This vidlory was obtained the cheaper, as the rear of the Turks 
could not come up, and confequentiy had no (hare in the adtion i thefe 
retired as foon as they found their van totally defeated : they were fol- 
lowed however by the Persians for near three leagues ; fome fled to the 
neighbouring cities, and others into the mountains. Abdallah basha 
carried off 8ooo Turks to cars, a city in the tjppER Armenia. 

The news of this defeat flung the whole city of Constantinople into- 
the utmoft confternation, as they concluded from hence, that not only 
the conquered countries muft fubmit, but that it would be dangerous to 
the whole empire to continue the war any longer. Frefh orders were there- 
fore fent to achmed, basha of 8AGDAT, with full powers to negotiate a 
■ peace with taehmas ko'uli khan. The friendlhip which the peBsian 
general had profefled for this basha, was a circumftance which ferved to 
fupport the drooping fpirits of the ottoman court ; the basha had alfo- 
acquired fo great a reputation, that his enemies as well as his partizans, 
■often filled him achmed padisha*. The mufti and all the court ap- 
- peared however With very forrowful countenances. Cara achmed, 
■who had been for fome time lieutenant to the governor of bacdai, a. 
good foldier, and vyed verfed in the liberal arts, was now fent to fupply 
the place of the seKaskier kouproli. 

Tjehmas kouli Khan was no fooner mailer of the field, than he 
difpatched an officer to the RussrAN court, to inform them of his vt< 3 °ry. 

, The 


* The emperor achmeo. 
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Thc.defigns which lie had now forpied; requirfcd a peace with the Turks ; , 

tuit.he dilipromifed to do nothing without' the confent of thVemprcii of ' ' 
Ky??.lAi .-.However,;- if. we: mayt judge from -the event, he was' defirous 
°(- e "S?3' I !g!. t h, e '.'ti>ssiAits in a war with the turKs, -'as the moll effeftual 
means of promoting his- own fehemes. ' i 

This fccond 1 important victory favoured his defigns He immediately 
laid, liege to 'erivan' the .capital of Armenia, j the. garrifon. haying , • 
no expedtation of' fuccours, foon demanded 'to capitulate, and were per-: , 
mitted to retire to.-CARS'; but part of the' inhabitants were removed into 
ichorasan., . From thence he lent a Jlrong dctacliment to erzcroum h j 
and by tire, end of this ycar.’s. campaign, lie recovered all the conquered ' 
provinces-- ■ . s r • <’• ....... .• 

'If-' we confider’to tvhat'a wretched date Persia had been reduced.fix 
years -before,' when tseiimas'koul'i khan appeared at the head of her 
forces, we mud impute this rapid fucc’efs to his military genius and fortune. 

What a prodigious change was'it’fora country devoured by rapine,' 'whole 
fubjeits werc'defpifed abroad, and plunged into miferics at home, to give . 
laws to a powerful monarchy infolhort a time 1 ' It' is" natural to think, 
that in 'the height of his triumphs, asia would not have bounded' his 
conqucds, had his paffion been only for military glory ; but every circum- 
itance of his conduit proved. that he afpired at more than triumphs; and 
that his ambition of fovereignty was equal to that' of conqued; neither of 
which could be long fupported without vaft funds, and thefe hardly were 
to be obtained by purfuing the war againd the Turks. 

Before we enter upon the relation of any new event, . we. mud go. back . 
to the fituation of the ottoman court. . The defeat of the- sera skier. . 
kou'prolt was attended with a further change of minidry at constant 
tinoplc.' Ismael bash a, the grand vizir, who had been the .chief 
advifer to profecute the war with Persia, was depofed the i2tii of julv, 
and. though ‘a. relation of thc'grand figuior,'was banifh’ed to the iile of 
: . candia: 

Eftzcnouu the peace wa» concluded by the.rsRHAX aad t u c c { s ft mirdicen. 

Vol. IV. ' Q_ 
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Part III, 

J73 5. candiA : mahommed basha fucceeded hini ; thejaftwas alfo ap- 
pointed seraskier of the army intended to be fent againft the Russians, 
This minifter accoidingly marched out of Constantinople in great 
pomp and ceremony, with the ftandaid of mahommed carried before 
him. The Russians, who naturally expefted this event, were very 
vigilant in marching an army early into the field ; infomuch, that asoph 
was befieged before the Turks had taken care to provide a fufficient gar- 
rifon. This place being at the mouth of the river don on the falus 
maiotis, and communicating with the black sea, the laying fiege to 
it created great alarms at Constantinople. 

The minifters of the feveral chriftian potentates interpofed their media- 
tion, to prevent the great effhfion of blood, which the, Russian war 
muft neceflarily occafion , but the turics were inexorably bent to purfue 
it. Kouli khan pretended to make it an article in the peace he was 
negotiating with the Turks, to include the Russians. This was a mi- 
nifterial ftroke, which anfwered a double purpofe. He knew the turns 
were entirely averfe to it", and confequently their refulal gave him the 
better plea to make bis own terms ; and, at the fame time, he fecretly ' 
wiflied to involve his new friend, as well as liis old one, in a war that 
fliould keep them well employed for fome time, whilft lie purfued the 
favourite projedis which he had planned : for this purpofe, it was alfo 
neceflary to ftart all the difficulties imaginable, in order to protrafl the 
iflue of the conferences at erzeroum. Abdil baki khan, the PER' 

( sian embaflador, met aciimed, basha of bagdat, bur nothing could 
be concluded this year. The Turks made no difficulty to yield up dr 
reftore all the countries conquered from Persia fuice the time of shah 
hussein, with thofc which had been feparated from that empire during 
that reign ; but kouli khan, not finished with this, made pretentions 
on bagdat, and demanded to be paid the cxpences of the war. 
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, F R O M T H E 

Electing of T^EHMAS KOULI 
KHAN king of PERSIA in 1736, 

, TILL HIS 

Return from his memorable expedition into 
INDIA in 1740. 

CHAP. XV. 

The young shah adas dies. The Russians roacuatc derbend, and yield 
up their conquefls in Persia. Tahmas kouli khan declared king. 
Conditions of accepting the diadem. The mullah bashi put to death. 
Nadir coins money , and-feizes the lands of the chimb. EdiSl concern- 
ing the fit of the sunnis and schias. 


T HE beginning of this year ripened the plot. PrRsiA, trem- 1736. 
bhng at the effects of her own conquefls, fasv herfelf in the 
hands of an ufurper, who fa military abilities rendered him the 


idol of his army. The young prince abas, who was of a completion 


extremely delicate, died. Whether his death was intirely according to 


the courfe of nature, is not declared : it is probable, however precarious 
the life of this infant-king might have been, that fome art was ufed, in 
order, that fo feeble an impediment iliould not obflrut the defigns of 


t/ehmas kouli KIIAN. 


The 10th of march, as I have more than once obferved, is the Per- 
sians new-year’s-day, when it is the cuflom of their princes to affemble 
- ' Q_a the 
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1736. the goveinors of the provinces, and demand an account of their adrni- 
niftration. This was a favourable occaffon'to convoke all the gover- 
nors, elders, and great officers, together with the generals of his army, 
in order to communicate the fuccefs of his arms, and to confult what fur- 
ther mcafures were neceflary to be taken for the common g^ood. The 
rendezvous was appointed in the plains of mo can, near the banks of the 
aras, where he had aflembled the greateft part of his forces, confiding 
of near 100,000 men. He acquainted the nobles and governors, that 
the reafon of calling them together was, that they might know from 
him how God had been pleafed to blefs his arms with fuccefs, and to re- 
ftore all the dominions which had been torn from the late family of the 
seffies. That he had delivered Persia from the yoke of the Af- 
ghans, and was in treaty with the Turks, with whom he hoped foon 
to make fuch a peace as would be agreeable, fince the grand fignior mud 
be obliged to accept of the conditions which he fhould piefcribe: that 
he had alfo concluded a peace with the Russians, who had reflored all 
thofc dominions belonging to the Persian empire, which they had con- 
quered fourteen years before -. in fliort, that he had left nothing to le 
done except the conquefl of kandahar. But as it was neceifary for die 
fupport and continuation of the glory of the monarchy, that they fhouU 
have a perfon at the head of their armies, who might prevent fad 1 
fatal confequences as they experienced in the preceding reign, and as it 
was his intention to enjoy the remainder of his life in repofe, he defired 
to retign lus office 1 for which reafon they mud: make ciioice of a new 
general. Moreover, as it had pleafed God to deprive them of the young 
abas, they mud elc£t a king alfo : if they thought shaii TjEHMAS couU 
gotern them with valour and wifdom, that they had only to recall him; 
but if he was not capable, they mud fix their choice upon tome other : 
1 that fo important a bufinefs required mature confidcration, he therefcm 
recommended it to them, and defired their anfwcr in three days. 

There was hardly a fenfible man in the adembly, but law through t! e 
thin ditguifc of tlicfe propofitions j and many fiw it with indignatic D > 
v. ho had not virtue, enough to declare their real fentiments. Koul' 
a ' kii.u‘ 
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-khan retired to his tent, and left the deputies ,to their own contenipla- 
tions : he qrdered that they fliould be entertained at the public expence, 
and treated with all the reljjea imaginable. It is reafonable to prefume] 
,that he had already made his fentiments known to the principal officers, 
.whilft it was obvious to every common fojdier, that military glory, and 
a defpotic authority, were his ruling paflions. The great care and ten.- 
dernefs which he had upon’ all occafions fhewn them, neceffarily engaged 
their wilhes to fee him their fovereign, as well as their general. Under 
thefe circumftances, what voice could the deputies of the people have, 
but fuch as was agreeable to the army f 

The three days being expired, the deputies waited on the general with 
a petition, reprefenting, “ That as God had been pleafed to make ufe 
" of his arm to reftore the glory of the Persian monarchy, none was 
“ fo worthy of the diadem as himfelf; that their lives and fortunes were 
“ redeemed by him, and to him therefore .they ought to be devoted.” 

Tvehmas kouli khan then replied : “ It is true, that fince I led the 
“ people to battle, divine Providence has been pleafed to favour my de- 
“ iigns. You have yourfelves been witnefles of the amazing fuccefs of 
“ the Persian arms. It was not my intention however in calling you . 
“ together, to receive this mark of your gratitude; but fince heaven has 
*■ decreed that my feeble arm ihould be the inftrument of that almighty 
“ power which governs all things, 1 will confent to your propofal, under 
“ certain conditions. It will reft on yourfelves to .fupport your own 
“ choice, and affift me to exalt the nation to as high a. pitch of glory 
« as the greateft kings of the former ages have done. But if you will 
<( make me your king, you muft remember to comply with the condi- 
fi ‘tions which I now requite. Firft, You muft make the diadem herc- 
lc ditary in my family. Secondly, You fhall not entertain in your houfes 
“ any of the family of you r old kings, much lels mention any thing 
ce tending to rebellion. And laftly, You fhall not curfe omar, osman, 

« and aeuerker, nor obferve the tumultuous meetings at the comme- 
te moration of HUSSEIN’S .death ; and as a great c trillion of blood has 
u i,- een occafioned by the religious differences of the fefls of the 

“ SCHl AS 
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J736. <i sciiias and sunnis ', which, in my opinion, 1 are not in themfelves 
« eflential, an aflembly of the priefts fhall be called to regulate thefe 
“ differences.” . .1 1 

It may, I think, be prefumed, 'that nadir 'shah, for that is the name 
‘by which we muffc now call him, elate with his great victories over the 
Turks, had flattered himfelf that lie might one day unite the Persian’ 
And ottoman dominions under the fame head ; but though this dazling 
objedt floated in his imagination, he could fcarcely hope to make a fpeedy 
•conqueft of the minds of the people, or that he could reign over bolli 
nations, whilft they remained of different fedts. It is true, he was bred ‘ 
a sunni, and from thence might feem fomewhat inclined that way; 
though, in reality, the tenets of both parties were equally indifferent to 
him. 

The khans and deputies of all the provinces came readily into the two 
firft articles, which feemed more particularly to regard their allegiance to 
their new fovercign. As to the commemoration of the death of uussein, 
the fon of ali, we have already explained, that this feftival k regarded 
the ccclefiaftical government; but fince it might be made an occafion of 
tumultuous aflemblies, nadir wifely guarded againft it, as injurious to 
his intereft. In regard to the laft article, they defired the high priefl 1 
might be heard ; he was accordingly brought into the prefence of the 
new fovercign, where he fpoke to this effedt: “ It is not for earthly prin- 
“ ces to diredt in what manner the God of heaven and earth ought to 
■“ be worfliipcd : we have our law, as delivered down by divine audio- 
“ rity, through the mediation of the prophet “j that is our guide; and as 
“ all changes in religious matters arc fubjedb to very dangerous confc- 
“ quences, I hope no means will be taken to fully the luflre of your vie* 
“ torics, by a Ibcp fo derogatory to the welfare of the true believers." 
Such a fpeech as this, might hate cafily fired the hearts of a people na- 
turally inclined to enthufiafm; but perhaps this honed priefb was the only 
’ man 

1 Sac Vrf. r, pj-c 5 3 s'. iI.o Vcl III. pipe 33. To All wc may aJJ, (da: 23 die icvhii, -a 
aic Aa fe*t of CicToaas, acdooa.'cCjc (Sc tfcoaaa ai capo-mted by (he liaAon, uuec, ill all. 
*iaxCa(. ami *,(■(. aaiiaa, (0 (lie rtxilAKi cr icoiAt addcrc (o all, aaj arcpaijcj by (Sa-a 
p-an (U»ui, olio ha-copo-nCnl die cccIc/iaAcal Ia.v. * See Vo!. UL p--e 31. ' 

MllllAU VAilll* " ((lAUOllUtO. 
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man who dared to fpeak his mind ; the only one, at leaft, of any emi- 
nent authority, who had courage to check that imperious fpirit, which 
already {hewed itfelf in nadir, though he had not yet received the en- 
figns of royalty : but as if heaven had marked him out for deliverance 
from the cruel bondage of nadir’s government, he was foon filenced 
with a bow-ftring. This well-meaning pried might, however, have 
checked his zeal ; for as the matter was to be referred to priefts of the 
different fe<5ts, the confequence was very natural, that it would remain 
as they found it : nor did the people give their tacit confent to thefe pro- 
pofals, fo as to produce - any particular effedt, with regard to the unifor- 
mity of religion. „ 

The next day, being the nth of march, the general was proclaimed 
king, under the name of nadir shaii ", and the people paid him homage 
as fuch, which he accepted with an air of dignity mixed with arro- 
gance. The Armenian patriarch, who was in the camp, performed 
part of the ceremony, by buckling on his fabrej but as to the plume 0 
and diadem, which, as already obferved, is the more cffential mark- of 
royalty, he changed it liimfelf from the left-fide to his right, as if he 
meant to Ihew, that to his own arm only he was indebted for his ex- 
altation., 

Thus did the afpiring genius of this inflrument of divine wrath accom- 
plifh his end : thus did he reach that point which cvesar could not attain > 
tho’ in valour, generality, and flrength of mind, this celebrated roman was 
not inferior to the Persian ufurper; whilft he excelled him in learning, po- 
litenefs, and humanity, to which nadir indeed had no pretenfions. Crom- 
well alfo was baffled in his aim at the crown of England ; neither his 
{kill nor cunning, nor his valour nor refolution, could acquire him the 
name of king. Rome, tho’ corrupt to an extreme, and ripe for a change of 
that form of government, by which her people had arrived at fo high a. 
pitch of glory, had yet fome honefl: and gallant ipirits, who thought the 
killing of a tyrant warrantable, at lead: not fo great an evil as flavcry. In 

ENCLAND, - 

* The Persian* gecenlly put the tide af cr the name, tho’ suaopRAiu afe it before and aker 
indifferently. ° Ttcf. arc of the feathers of black herons fluck into a tube, fuppened by a 

Had of prcaoJ5 floats. 
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1736. England, there were numbers whole principles were untainted, and who 
faw the error which had been committed, in attempting to change the 
monarchy into a republican government : but in Persia, ignorance and 
want of forefight, with univerfil corruption of manners, prepared the 
necks of the people for the yoke to which they now fubmitted; and 
it was but a few years after, that they faw pyramids of human heads 
erefted on that fyot, where they chofe their king?. 

Nadir being arrived at the fummit of his ambition, began to evert 
that boundlefs authority with which he was inverted ; however, he tem- 
pered his natural fiercenefs and cruelty with fome tokens of munificence : 
he entertained all the deputies of the people for three days, and treated 
them with great civility ; among other (hews and amufements in the 
camp, was that of (hooting an artow at a gold plate, which was fixed oa 
a lofty pole ; thofe who (hot down the mark were to receive it as a re- 
ward of their (kill, together with a coat of honour. 

The motto, which he chofe upon this occalion for his feal,iwas this : 

“ As the jewel was fallen out of the ring of fame and glory, fo God 
“ has rertored it in the name of nadir.” 

The coins which he caufcd to be rtruck had thefc inferiptions : 

“ Nadir king of kings, and glory of the age.” 

Another was : 

“ Coins proclaim tTirough the earth, the reign of nadir, the king 
“ who conquers the world.” 

The alTcmbly were at length difmifled, to appearance very well fatis" 
fied; the priefts only refented the death of their chief, the muilai' 
nAStii, and the little regard which the new fovcrcign (hewed to (he na- 
tional religious tenets: however, as he did nothing by halves, he was 
determined to pull off the ma(k. As foon as he arrived at CAS bin, 
whither he next direfted his march, he convoked all the ccclcfiartics of 
the city and neighbouring countries, and demanded of them in wiut 

manner 


* See Vo!. I. ps&e 3 $3. 
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manner the revenues of the church were employed; they anfwered, in 1736. 
the fupport of prieils, colleges and mofques, in the lait of which ir.ceflant 
prayers were offered to heaven for the fuccefs of the arms of their fo- 
vereigns : to which he replied to this effedt: “ It is certain that you have 
“ been very remifs in' your duty, arid that the Almighty is not pleafed 
“ with the prayers of fuch men as you are. It is now near fifty years 
“ fincc the empire has been on the decline, and was at length plunged 
“ into the deepeff mifery, -till • the vidlorious inflruments ’ of the moil 
“ wonderful, by c.xpofing their lives -for its defence and glory, have at 
“ length reilorcd it. Tliefe are the prieils to whofe fervices we are in- 
“ debted ; therefore the revenues and lands of the church iliall be appro- 
“ priated to their fupport'.” 

It is eafy to imagine, what impreflions the prieils would receive from 
being plundered' of all their revenues; but as much the greateil part of 
the army, particularly all the Tartars, were of the fedt of the sunnis, 
they treated their complaints with dcrifion ; whilil the people in general, 
apprehending that they iltould be relieved from their taxes, in proportion 
3s the church revenues were applied to the fupport of the army, felt no 
great reluctance in fubmitting. Religion, indeed, feemed to be almoil 
at the fame low ebb as morality, or they never would have chofen nadir 
scour, r for their king. He left the people however at their liberty, with 
regard to the fupport of prieils at their own cxpencc, but continued to cx- 
adt a conformity to the sunnis, agreeably to what he had mentioned in the 
plains of mog an ; and for this purpofc he publiihed the following edidt : 

The decree to unite the two fc 3 s of the scihas and the sunnis, which 
divide the Persians and the Turks. 

“ All in high ftations, the sedr • of great power, the governor, mini- 

iters of the law, and learned men of die royal rciidcnce of Isfahan, 

“ being 

*1 Ilii army* * What thefe reicnuci ataojolcJ 10, ray atahotitia Ja cottcR tec. II A 

tva» cr.c million ficilicg, it bean one fifth proportion to the *bo'c rcicuje, accoiu.cj 10 t<»e a- 
uon in Vol It- r 3 £ c * 7 * * ,e Dim perfon of aathenty in the enp-rc, *au hai tho 

maiujcaicnt of ch-rth hndi, and of the rctenucJ, for the cwn^iuncc of p-hl-C fchncli, fiJar.ea « 
ltamcd men, ttrd other ufeu 

Vol. IV. 
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,l being exalted through the king’s favour, fhall know, that while the 
“ abode of our enfigns, on which victory attends, was at mogan ', it 
“ was agreed,, that according to the antient cuftom tranfmitted down to 
us by our predeceffors in the religion, as explained by hanifa" and 
“ jaffer", from henceforth we do acknowledge the directing Caliphs 1 , 
in whom the moil high is well pieafed, as the fucceffors ,of the chief 
“ of meffengers 1 ■, and that, whenever there is occafion for it, , the peo- 
“ pie ilipll mention the names of the four with great refpeCt. _ 

‘ " “ But; whereas, in fome places of thefe kingdoms, at the time of 
calling to prayers, and Handing up to pray, the people mention thefe 
<* words, ali, the friend of god*, according to the ufual practice of the 
“ schias*, but contrary to thofe who are of orthodox faith. This we 
<* declare to be repugnant to the true religion, and contrary to the agrce- 
“ ment and covenant entered into. Betides, it is apparentito the world, 
“ that as the prince of the faithful, the lion of God, the victorious 1 , i* 
“ eleCt, praifed, and acceptable to- the Lord of glory - T his rank and inte- 
“ reft at the court of unity, will not be increafed by vulgar teftimony* 
“ nor the full moon of his power diminithcd by the omiffion of thefe 
“ words. But the ill confequence of this form is, that both feCts 0 , who 
“ equally acknowledge the chief and prophet i of both worlds, arc f< 0 ' 
11 voked to animoGties, which are offenGve to the prophet, and to die 
“ prince of the faithful*. Therefore, as foon as this high edift is pr°' 
11 mulged, let all muffulmen, high and low, the callers to prayer in die 
“ cities, their dependencies, and adjacent countries, know, that free' 
s* this day henceforth, thefe words’, vvhich differ from the orthodox 

cuftom, fhall not be mentioned. It is alfo ufual with governors e> 

> “ their aflembliesj. after their prefatory prayer s , to fay, may the fine* 
- ‘ « from 

* Tie plains where he was choice long. *» Hani FA, one cf the four Tuar.itn dtA**-* 

famous for expounding the uaiioumeoah law. w Jaffzr, one of the IsuMJ cir 

phels, whofe opinion the lUNUr pay lie grearefl regard to. * Aaunaaaa, oua a, oil's * 

and * t*r. r Maiiouueu. * It always sneezed by the iciiia i ns **' 

atrura, viz. there is but one Go p, urnouuro ishrs prophet, anjALi hit fnsrd. * 
tcA of the FEasjAas. b Moxtisa, Afcl’s titles. • * The iintxis and scats*- 

4 Mxucusitp. _ • Moxtisa ali. > Ail, the friend of Goe. ‘ Fsirsa* 
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“ from whom all our fortune flows, live for ever. As a prayer for 1736. 
" perpetuating a mortal man Is vain, and of no effetft, we command that 
“ every khan who is mailer of a drum k and enfign, fay it in this 

manner, thanks to the true king for all benefits. From henceforward 
“ let all perfons obferve thefe fettled regulations and written orders : for 
“ whofoever deviates from them, will incur the difpleafure of the kin* 

“ of kings. • Written in the month safer, 1149 1 ." 

Whatever policy might induce nadir, to make a difference in the 
form of prayer, it feems to have, betrayed him into an abfurdity. He 
might apprehend his interefb to be concerned in being acknowledged the 
“ true king ," yet his obfervation on perpetuating a mortal man, feems 
to be more vain, than the thing itfelfj which he calls fo ; fince “ living 
“ for ever," can only allude to immortality after deaths or, according to 
the eallern manner, the longed period of life. 


CHAP. XVI. 

Nadir suah marches to casein, and fends an emhaffador to turkey. 
The grand fgnior’s orders to achmed basha concerning peace. All the 
conquered provinces yelded up to Persia. Nadir shah marches to Is- 
fahan. Great preparations for an expedition againjl Kandahar. 

T H O’ it was iinpofiible this edict could meet with univerfal appro- 
bation, we do not find that any remonflrances were made againfl 
it. However, it was a very politic flep upon the whole, as it was not 
only contrived to avoid expenfivc and bloody’ wars with the turns, but 
alfo calculated to continue the diadem in his own family, who were 
well known to be sunnis; and according to the former conftitution of 
R 2 the 

and TOKBIR, m a prefatory prayer, v. Incli is generally the fir! cinp cr of tl e khoi-n Toaria la 
repeating three tiroes thefe word*. allaii , akbau, Gob is greated, bclblc the AcesiAil above; 
nventiored 1 I prefame that the order extended! to all perfor. to ufe tl 11 lorn, 

a TA u a i, or froail drum, which general officers ordinarily wear bad to their fadd'es 
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1736. the empire, would otherwife find it as difficult to eftablifh a lineal fuc- 
ceffion, as a roman-catholic prince in a proteftant country. 


Nadir, during his ftay at casbin, took the ufual oath, “ To govern 
“ the people according to the laws of God, as revealed by his prophet 
“ aiahommed 3 and to protea and defend the Persians againft all their 
“ enemies.” From hence he difpatched a minifier to the ottoman 
court, to acquaint them of his acceffion to the throne ; he alfo ordered 
another to the court of st. Petersburg for the fame purpofe. Tha 
emprefs of Russia in return, ordered her refident in Persia to prefect 
her congratulations j and prefuming that he had already made peace with 
the Turks, fhe demanded what the conditions of it were, that fhe might 
fee if there was any thing contrary to the tieaty which fhe had lately 
concluded with the Persian empire. Nadir fiill perfifled, that he 
would enter into no accommodations with the Turks injurious to the 
intereft of her imperial majefty : that if his minifters had done any thing, 
it was without his orders 3 though, at the fame time, the embaflador ap- 
pointed for turret was one of his prime counfellors and favourites. • 


On the other hand, the Turkish miniftry endeavoured to perfuads 
the people, that in confideration of their yielding up all the conquered 
provinces, the Persians would make a diverfion in their favour againft 
the Russians, who, during this interval, had made themfelves makers 
of azoph. ' The grand fignior, who feared nadir when he was only 
general of the forces of Persia, was the more defirous of cultivating a 
_ good underftanding with him, now that he was exalted to the throne of 
** that empire. 

It was already expeaed, that nadir would turn his arms towards 
INDIA : but in the prefent fituation of his affairs, it was by no means 
convenient to give either the Russians or the Turks any caufe to be- 
lieve, that he meditated an enterprize againft a country at fo great a di- 
ftanec. The former had rcafon to complain of hU conduff, in regard 
to his treaty with the TURKS 3 wliilft thefe were compelled only by die 
nccefiity of their affairs, to fubmit to terms which they thought highly 

injurious 
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injurious to their honour and intereft. Hence he judged it-'neceflary to 
pca&ife all hia arts to prevent thofe refentments, which might have ob- 
flrudted his favourite* defign. 


1736. 


The grand fignior no fooner received notice of nadir’s being advanced 
to the throne of Persia, than he repeated his orders to achmed, basha 
of bagdat, to conclude the treaty at erzeroum: on his part he fent 
chentch ali basha to that city j and the shah appointed abdul baki 
khan as his embnflador to Constantinople. The orders which ach- 
med basha received from the ottoman court were couched in the fol- 
lowing terms: 4 * 1 < 


<c The mofl honoured and refpedted minifler of the empire, moll re- 
“ nowned, wife, and trufty counfellor, the molt happy achmed basha, 
<c our ser askier and vizir in ASiA,*whofe fame and felicity is everlafting,, 
“ fhall know, That certain differences have happened between our fub- 
“« lime and exalted court, and the kingdom of Persia, which have 
“ been the caufe of immenfe lofles and fufferings to the inhabitants of 
<l the frontiers, infomuch, that many diftritts are intirely ruined. As 
“ vve are moved with the mofl tender companion, and defirous to e/ia- 
“ blhh a lafting tranquillity, we have refolved to make thefe reciprocaL 
“ Ioffes the occafion of a ftridt friendthip j thus to obey the orders of 
* f providence, and preferve the people from mifery. 

“ We have already informed you of our defign to enter into a con- 
* e vention with his renowned majefty the shah, who fiiines as saturn, 
11 and whofe vows are heard by the Almighty. The treaty made by our^ 
c< predeceffor amurath the IVth. is propofed as the foundation of this 
“ convention. We have learnt from your letters, that the’moff famous 
** and happy shah is difpofed to reform the errors of the religion of per- 
“ si a, and has agreed that feveral articles concerning the faith /hall be 
" iraferted in the treaty. As, the two courts haye propofed to conclude 
“ this covenant, the illuftrious abdul baki khan, on the part of the 
** shah, is inverted with the charadler of embaffador for this purpofe. 

« We agree to the three following articles ; v , - „ i 


“ I, That 
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X7-»(j “ I. That hence fotward the Persians fhall be at liberty to vifit the 

“ tomb of Mecca, and other religious places, without impediment, 
“ and (hall be free of all duties whatfoever: and in order that 
« every article (hall be exadtiy obferved, a plenipotentiary on out 
« part iliall always refide at the fplendid court of Isfahan ; and^ 
“ ope on the behalf of the shah (hall remain at our court. 

« II. That the shah, as a pure effedl of the greatnefs of his foul,’ 
“ vvill caufe the differences in religion to ceafe, by abolifhing the 
“ fedl of the schias, and for the future tolerating only the sunnis, 
“ who acknowledge the four fuccelfors of mahommed, abubeRer, 
“ omar, osman, and ali, to the end that there may not be any 
farther difputes about religion. 

“ III. After the shah (hall have re-eftabli(hed good order in his do-' 
" minions, and extirpated the schias, from whence arofe eternal 
“ diforders and difputes concerning the public exercife of religion, 
“ and (hall have acknowledged us, the fuccedbr of mahommed, 
“ we (hall on our part acknowledge him as shah. 

“ And notwithftinding that we have already given you this full power, 
“ we authorize you again happily to conclude the treaty with the em- 
“ bafiitdor abdul baki khan, in the place which you Dull chufc to 
“ make the exchange 3 and afterwards, you are to fend the treaty to 
“ our fplendid court by the vizir korman waley, who will conduft 
“ the embafljdor abdul eaki kiian, with all his attendants. For 
" this purpofe we have difpatched capidusi basiia to conduit him 
“ hither, and defray his expences on the road. , , 

11 When you dull' have received the prefent, and comprehended the 
“ contents of this commitTion ; abose all exert yourfelf to cftablidi a 
“ good underftanding between the two courts. The prayers of the 
“ faithful will aid you in attaining the extirpation of the fc£t of trie 
“ schias, and to exclude from the treaty the unbelieving Russians- 
“ By this means you may expect the exalted favour of our ntajedy, and 
“ the acknowledgment of all true believers. Thefe are our orders, by 

“ which 
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“ .which you are to regulate yourfelf. Given the 8th of the month j-.g, 
**' zilchildesi, 1 148. nl * *1) casi asker maiiommed, a lervant of the 
“ true God, do atteft that, this copy is according to the original of the 
", fultan.” . , 

The conferences at erzeroum ftiU continued, and tho’ the Turks 
fubmitted to every thing which the shah feemed inclined to infill upon, 
yet nothing was finally determined; and abdul baki khan was ordered 
to proceed to Constantinople, where he continued to pradife the arts 
of evafion, no doubt by the inftrudion of his matter. The ottoman 
court was extremely. offended at, this condud; but as peace was abfo- 
lutely neceflary, near the clofe of the year the treaty was concluded. 

Nadir was acknowledged as fovereign of Persia'; all the conquered 
provinces were yielded back to that empire ; and a full permiflion was 
granted for the Persians to vifit the tomb of mahommed; The laft 
article was however of very little moment, fince the true policy of the 
Persian ftate was to prevent their lubjeds from making that pilgri- 
mage. 

In the mean while, nadir marched with his army from casein to 
Ispahan,' with a view to fettle the interior government of the empire. 

This was 'not the place which he defired moft to favour; however, its 
fituation with regard to the Turks and the Russians, and fome affeda- 
tion of popularity, with refped to the antient metropolis of the empire, 
drew his attention. His natural inclination to avarice, turned his thoughts 
to the encouragement of commerce ; in which, however, he had not the 
lead: fkill, nor patience to fee things brought to maturity. The intereft 
of the ARMENIANS began to revive; the diftindion of ebriftian and ma- 
hommedaN was weakened, not only as a confequence of the confufion 
which had long reigned in PERSIA, but alfo as an effed of blending the 
two feds of the sunnis and schias. A carelefs indulgence, as well as 
a fierce perfecution, feem equally deflrudive of true religion.' .Moral 
duties, and mutual confidences, are the natural etteds of religion, and as 
effential to the encouragement of commerce, as to the fupport of a ftate 
", - in 
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in genera!. What profpeft then had the Persians of a happy reign, 
under a man whole whole life had been guided by principles diametrically 
oppofite to thefe duties ? 

The infatiable avarice of the eunuchs and minifters of the weak and 
unfortunate hussein, had differed many of the public buildings in Isfa- 
han to fall to decay, and private houfes were in no better condition “ j 
the Afghans had not repaired them, nor was nadir inclined to recom- 
mend any expence of that nature. The fame paffion of covetoufnefs 
poffeffed his bread:, as it had done thofe of the eunuchs in the former 
reign, though the objeffs they purfued were very different. However, 
die caufed the walls to be repaired, and put the city in a better date of 
defence. He alfo made a didribution of feveral lands, in order to their 
cultivation, referving to himfclf a confiderable part of their produce. To 
thofe whom poverty had reduced to the lowed ebb, he caufed grain to 
be given, alfo fuch fmall funis as were neceffary to provide the utenlils of 
hulbandry. Thus he confulted, in fomc meafure, what was cffential to 
the fupport of the date ; but at the fame time, the chief objed of his care 
was tlte maintenance of his army. 

Though the late campaign had been amended with fucli great fuccefs, ' 
yet the common accidents of .war had leffened the number of his forces ; 1 
for which reafon, he fent into ail parts for recruits : this didrelled the 
inhabitants in a double refped, as thofe fit to bear arms were the mod 
proper for hulbandry; and the more his army was augmented, the greater 
neceflity lie was under for a large fupply of money. Agriculture, manu- 
fadures, and commerce in general, bad been declining very f,id fame 
years before the fatal invafion-of the Afghans ; during their reign, the 
date was plunged dill deeper in m'lfery ; and, fince their cirpulfion, fcarcc 
any thing had been heard' but the din of war. There is fomething ama- 
zingly productive of fatisfadion in the notion of conqucd : every fub- 
jed in a military government, is apt to raife himfelf in his own edeem, 
in proportion to the archievemcnts and vidories of Jiis fovercign ; tho’ 
fuch vidories may be the very occafion of their mifery. Nadir had 

indeed 
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indeed made a rapid progrefs in his conqueft; but this ferved only to de- j 73 6. 
lude-the people with an imaginary felicity,. 'no, longer durable than the 
firft tranfport of a tumultuous joy. 

' The fums which NADji’ wpntedj for the profecution of hisdefigns w$re 
■very confiderablc, * and could not be collected without the utmp/l feve- 
rity. 'He therefore' tent his officers ® to all the cities and provinces in the 
empire, where'; money*, provifions’, liorfes, arms,, or. any of the ^imple- 
ments of - war could be procured 5 charging them to execute their com- 
mi ffioris^ with' the uttnolh .di/patch, ,as the clofe of the year was ap- 
pointed for ’his' intended expedition."'^ \ 5 

It is reafonable to. prefupic,;,that:herhad projedtedJ the-’ ednqueffi of -the! 
moghol’s empire. What encouragement he had to erped: fupcefs, we 
flfall' have occafibn-. to - relate, . In' the, height of his ' victories over theC 
Turks, lie; would! fcarce have deeded his arm's. a different way, without' 
good afliir a nee' that* this enter prize> was practicable^ He made, indeed, 
no other profeffidn than thdt of , fubduing the Afghans of kandahar ; 
an undertaking' by no' means below his character a's a great captain. Per-' 
sta' was' delivered from"the f yoke' of thofe people,, but not revenged/ 

Their invafion was; conlidered' as' a rebellion, and as fucli ought to be 
chaflifed'j n'6 r 'were thefe people” in tfiemfelves a contemptible enemy‘ ( 
either with' regard ' to their numbers; * their' lituationV or their bravery.* 
Hussejn’khan, the brother of maghmud, who enjoyed the fovereignty . 
of KANDAHAR, 'had j-efufed to come into Persia at the fummons which 
nadir, tent to him,}' and as lie had put himfeif in a condition of .de- 
fence, it was very -plain' he meant to fupporf the independency of the' 

AFGHANS'.. ^ ( " “ ' , v 4 - 

- After the conclufion of the peace with the Turks, n adir fent another 
‘embafiador to the grand fignior, with leveral magnificent prefents, among, 
which was an elephant* of a very extraordinaryfize. Having therefore' 
nothing to apprehend from any of his -neighbours.! the 'end of this year . 
he prepared to fet, out. on his eafteni .expedition, ---- ‘ •-** - * 

' <J : : ° Muhassils, or colleftors of taxes, axA other futh" kini of t| ul y. 

s' C H A P.V 
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A face ini! account of the incttrpon of the maharrattas,- and '.the enmity 
•between nizasi'al muluck, governor o/ - deccan, ; d«i/.t>EVR AN khan, 
' -thefirji lninjler o/mahommed shah, emperor g/'hindostan, with the 
general fate of bis court from 1720 to 1736, preparatory to tbe.expedi. 
lion of NADIR ‘SHAH into INDIA. ' I . ... J - -• 


B EFORE we enter upon a relation of the famous march of nadir 
shah into India, it may be.proper to give, a lliort account of the 
fituation of affairs at that time in. the moghol's empire. , 


In 1720, sultan ibr'ahim having'rebclied againft'MAHOMAiED 'sHAH^ 
his general abdallaii khan took occ’afion to pillage the rich throne of 
the moghol f of its diamonds,' and railed a' great army.' ’ This general was. 
foon defeated,and taken prifoner'i ; the young fultin was confined, 1 and the 
government feemed to be again eftablifhed. ' Some' time after,, NIZAM AL- 
aiuluck ', governor of deccan *, grown,' too powerful for a fubjeft, could, 
not be contained within the bounds of duty, but appropriated the revenues- 
of his province towards .the maintenance' of ariarmy,-. which he employ^ 

in fubjefting the adjacent countries.' n ; 1 • 

V“ !1 ' ’• >:<wl f..b’ ••a: • -He 


s This throne was made by su ah • jzhan, and reported" to have cod eleven millions ficrling. 

* .’This general died fome months afterwards of his wounds’, and it is remarkable' that forty-five’ 
women of his wives, concubines, relations, and domeftics, burnt themfclves in .one room} • the day 
after his death. Formerly/ none but the wives of the brahmins or Indian priclb had this barba- 
rous privilege ; but Cnee the government has devolved upon the rajas, it has been often prafliW 
for fome of the wives of princes and others to burn themfclves w hen their badlands die. Some of tlri* 
princes are independent of the uochol, and govern diftinft tribes, called rajjpouts, who art 
cCecmed the bed fold ie rs in India. This cuilora of burning is drift!/ forbid by the siAilouMtoANi 
which is the dlablHhed religion^ but fome of the ssvo and pattan families, through the mere 
force of pride fall into this cuflom i and, to evade the laws, fet their apartments on flames,. »d :!u» 
deftroy themfclves. There is no compulCcn to this facricce in any part of ihoia ; but the . 
tf the people are fo flrongly tainted with an opinion of its being honourable to the furvirics ,f k- 
twas of the party, that money has been often gtTca to obtain the confent of a governor for tbs 
Lbetty of dedroying thcmfclrcs. . • This word figrdfes him who puts the empire in order- , 

. * It is fomctisaei wrote dikikn. 
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, He pretended to keep the maharrattas' from making inroads into 1736. 
the dominions of the moghol. .Thefe people had impofed a heavy tri- 
bute on their neighbours, and taken pofleflion of feveral places of confe- 
quence. They made incurdons as far as the province of malvaJ killed the 
governor, and feized all his treafures. From thence they direfted their 
courfe-to cuzurat, the inhabitants of which they treated as a conquered 
people; after which they, returned ealhvard as far as cualiar, laying 
the country under contribution: the peafants implored the protefliom of 
the emperor, and the whole court was under great alarms. 

The creat moghol therefore ordered an army to be provided ; and 
devran khan *, his firft minitler and alfo his vizir with feveral other 
omr as ”, were appointed to command it. Inftead of giving battle to the 
MAHARRArrAS, wliofe numbers were much inferior to the emperor's 
troops, they made a compofition to pay a fourth part 1 of the revenues 
of r( DEHUE, on, condition that they would retire, and lay down their 
arms. Thefe lords then returned home in purfuit of their pleafures. The 
whole court was devoted to amufement, and appeared in fome meafure 
in the circumftances in which that of shah hussexm ) had lately been, in 
PERSIA. , 

i , j j , i it 

" The .pufillanimous conduit of thefe generals, was the occafion that 
bajeerau, at the head of his maharrattas, took up arms again the 
next year, notwithftanding the contribution agreed for had been pundtually 
paid. They plundered many places, and intended to march as far as 
akbar abad 1. Upon this, devran khan and the vizir marched 
againft them, a, fecond time, and got up with them a little after they 
paired the river jumna, intending to penetrate the province* of saadit 
khah. But this general having notice of their deiign, marched agaiuil 
, S 2 J them 

* Thefe people are fometimes called caMMS . they inhabit the hither jvdia. 

* He was the paymafler general of the erapire, whdm they c»N bl KHs»tr ' * Out a in 

the plural of emir, figmfying pnnee or great, a title gi'en to perfon* of the tuft nnk ra f a* 
already explained this word is alfo wrote'uMEEA* 3 * 1 his they C-H c iot, a tribute 

which h s been often attempted to be impofcJ on the more peaceable is diass » Art a, 

this was formerly the apical * Mr Rrasjer and Mr otter mention this as t’-e pro- 

vince of audik, which the former place* beyond ran jar , this mull be a m ^ale, or ch~ w*- 

harr att'as mull have trasellcd over a saft trad of country *i i > 
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them with a great force, and defeated them: dev^an.khan and the 
vizir having joined saadit khan, purfued the maharrattas, ‘who 
were intercepted by a ftrong body of MOGHotf, and put to flight. The 
offence which saadit khan took at the compromife made by de- 
vran khan with thefe free-booters, together with the gieat opinion he 
had conceived of ‘his own meiit, were the chief occafion of his retire 
ing to his province difcontented. , 

' . . 'i>. I. > , i *i 

In the mean time, mahoMMed shah was not ignorant that nizam ai. 
muluck was the real author of thefe difopders ; which it would hardly 
be poffible to prevent, unlefs he returned court. The emperor there- 
fore fent him an invitation under the ftrongeft aflbrances, not only of fe- 
curity to his perfon, but alfo that nothing fhould be wanting to give him 
pie \fure. This man was the moll diftinguifhed for his abilities of any 
of the Indian lords : their cabals were the chief occafion of plunging 
the Hate into difficulties : 'he had often recommended the adminiftration 
of juftice as pratftifed in the reigns of the former emperors, particularly 
that of his old mailer auringzebe * , but the unhappy fituation of the 
court rendered his advice ineffedlual, fo that he retired 1 to his govern- 
ment very much difgufted". He was irritated againft devrai sf khan and 
other omras, who had acquired an afcendency over the emperor, and 
doffed all tlie raeafures .which he had propofed,.whilfl he faw the cciirt 
abandoned to buffoons and loofe women. 

Nizam al muluck having, been follicited to return to court, at length 
refolved to comply : but ha left his fon ghazi o’rw khan to command 
in h'S province. He did not acknowledge that he had favoured the in- 
curfions of the maharrattas ; 'on the contrary, he declared that he 
had fupported himfelf when the seyds k would have taken his govern- 
ment from him, adding to this effeft: “ It pleafed the Almighty that I 
“ baffled all their defigns, in confequence of which I was mifreprefented 
“ at, court. Your majefty alfo, induced by their intrigues, intended to 
“ come againft me with a mighty army, but heaven diverted the defign, 

“ and 


* This prince dial m 1-07, after 11 happy reigtf of fifty lunar years. b IIossan m-J 

Kit as and asdallah khan, uho favoured the young sultan ilkakiij ttlreatly mentioned. 
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•“ and you, did' me the juftiee to believe me a faithful fervant.” The i 73t 
credulous emperor perfuaded of his jntegrity, would have made him his 
vizir, 'but he pleaded .that he was a derveish, and therefore not inclined 
to accept of fo high a ftation ; that theie.were. many perfons about the 
'court more capable of executing fo high an office, and confequemly lie 
deficed to be.excufed, 

i } .1 < . ' i 

This lord however met a very gracious reception, and was honour- 
ed, with the title of ASOF j A n He foon difcovered that’ tilings 
were not mended, that 'devran khan had -his matter's car, and 
took ip tins to tender him ridiculous: ev.n in the emperor’s prdfence 
he mentioned him with the higlieft m irk of contempt, giving him the 
name of a cheat'. .Such infolencies as this could not be rehflied by 'a. 
man of his fpirit : he at length declined coming to court, and fecretly 
meditated revenge. ( , 

A true fenfe of humanity; and a right knowledge of mankind, can 
alone fupport us under fuch circumftances. If either of thefe is want- 
ing, the corruption of the heirt is. apt to lead us to deffroy thole,' who 
• are the occaffon of our humiliation. 'When the imagination 'is fct at 
i woik, pride fuggcft, a, thouland expedients;, and where power is added, 
what mifchiefs will it not offedH But whilft the thaft is aimed) at one, 
they forget that millions may feel the wound. 

The vizir had made a double intei-marriage of his fon and daughter, 
to the fon. and daughter of nizam. al mu lock, from whence the 
latter hoped to eftablifli an intereft with him, ip oppofition to the oilier 
lords; and what he could not redtify by his counfels, to confound by his 
intrigues. The vizir however took the oppo.fite party, and declined all 
violent meafures, except fuch as' gratified his own avarice. This enraged 
the haughty in or an fo much the more ; that rather than not gratify his 
private refentment, he lefolved to ufe the arm of a foreign enemy. He 
knew thatSAADiT khan, governor of audiii, was become a m'alc-con- 
, tent 

e Asof I ah Cgmfics in rank as asof, the name of h m who is pretended to have been \ to 
solo jon. 4 MauiouNdci. This word tfgmfies a quack doflor or cheat. Lot here ap- 

plicable to his cajoling addxefs. 
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J736. tent as well as himfelf j he therefore entered into a fecret correfpondence 
with him, and it is faid they, both joined to inform nadir shah of the 
Rate of affairs at the moghol's court., ... 

Tho' it is granted, that nizam al muluck might be;afluated.by a 
fpirit of revenge, it'feetns.Co me highly, probable, that nadir, did not 
Rand in need of fuch inftruments, for the execution of his , ambitious 
defigns. It can hardly be imagined, that lie was- ignorant of the ge- 
neral ftate of, affairs in that empire, or of the immenfe riches poffeffed 
:|iy the m og hoi. He knew alfo the valour, of his own troops, apd ' 
,the effeminacy of the Indians : how eafy is it then to believe, that, a 
.project of this nature might be formed by fo ambitious a man, vvhofe 
.neceffities for the .fupport of his army would tempt him to a delperate 
enterprjze.f ^ , . (V . ‘ } (1 u , ..... . r :; ; -.f, Iv ,- 

. But it is notmy.bufinefsas an hiftorian to enter very deep info the mote’ 
.fecret fprings 'of l his''condu&, j which' can ' be determined only by coiife-’ 
tjuences.'.and of.thefe every reader, ought to be'permitted to judge j where' 
.the caufes.of evenfs.cannot be -clearly traced out, -the mind may exercifej 
■itsifaculty, ;iri.’paffing,that judgment which feems molt conliffent. ! | 

"It "appears to' me, that tho’ nadir had the" wifdbm to keep his own- 
-counfel; lie had taken the refolution ' of marching into India, in, .that, 
exultation of heart,' which arofe'from His great fuccefs againft the Turks/ 
The war, in which they were already engaged' with' the Russians, was 
certainly,^ additional reafbn of.his carrying-' this defign into execution. 

- Having: refolved; upon this 1 expedition, he ! nominated his fon riz'a 
KOtmi’ myrza " 1 regent of Persia!'- This young man bad already given, 
feveral marks of a-genius- very like his father’s; fo that from a fimilarity 
of 'difpofttion nadir- added the affedtion of' a friend 'to paternal love/ 
arid-‘fiattered liimfelf- into a' belief, that' the government'would befecure' 
in his fon’s hands; * ; i'-> sic. ; to • • ■ •"""«>■- : ■ ••'- ■ - 

• His father being now declared lung, the tide of siTizA.or prince of covrfe belongs tothe Ton,,' 
aad by this tsaine we Cull hereafter call him* 


CHAP. 
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Se/exim on the different character of Alexander "the great and 
: nadir, shah. * 'Moral-canfidcratiom" on- falfe glory:' ' Motives to ale- 
: xander - and nadir 's’ invading India. Nadir leaves Isfahan in 
.'DECEMBER 11736 r : Conduit of HUSSEIN KHAN, governor of KANDA- 

- HAR, and of the Afghans. Riza kouli myrza fubdues the ousbegs 
c bf balkh and Bokhara. Hi: indifcretl conduSi /.tpeksia. Indian 



I N reviewing the 1 expedition' of nadir' shah into India, the detail of 
which contains the moft'memorable part of this hiftory, "the reader' 
will indulge the inclination, to which the fubjeift naturally leads me^" of 
making fome companion .between this enterprize, and that of the; cele- 
brated, Macedonian .hero, -It .evidently appears, . that thefe ravagers of 
the cafte'rn world, - .Alexander and nadir, were adluated. by the fame 
predominant paflion ; an unbounded defire of conqueft: Alexander in- 
deed had the ftrongeft defire of fame and glory; nadir added to his de- 
light in military atchievements, an infatiable third: of accumulating riches. 
The’one reigned by right of birth ; the other by an ufurped power; a 
power which could not be fupported without a great military force, nor 
that force without great tr'eafures. ,| ..■',£ 

. • As an ordinary effedl of their intrepidity and rapid conqiiefts, both were 
the idols of their foldiers; till nadir becamecruel and avaricious.,, Ale- 
xander was mod: beloved; nadir niofirfeared. ■ The one.affedted a 
love to. mankind ; the other did not fo; much as pretend toadtiupon 
principles' of humanity. Both appear, to ,us as objedts of terror and .afto- 
nifhment; . but whilft fome mixture of . love or companion, is due to 
Alexander’s memory ; nadir can only excite our hatred.' The one 
had a real generofity in his nature, and a noblenefs of fcntiment, culti- 
vated by a-liberal education'; - the other, tho’ fuperior tin natural parts,, 
was cunning, deceitful, and illiterate. . • 


1 


Had 
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^6. Had ALEXANDER been born to an humble fortune, perhaps he might 
have given greater proofs of true heroifm, than as a mighty prince.and 
conqueror ; his heart was formed to 'a love of virtue, but not in a degree, 
equal to his 'power. : Though he was not cruel,, he killed' his intimate j 
friend f ^though continent 8 , 'he burnt a city " to pleafe a ftrumpet. 'Is 
it a virtue -to 'diftrefs mankind! A conduit fo injurious as his, 'may , 
entitle him to" the fame’ of 'a conqueror, but not 'of a hero. Nadir. 
himfelf-had qualities, which are fometinies' called virtues; yet we are 
fore- that- no- prince; without renouncing humanity, can be .iti love ‘with 
fuch a charadter ; nor can future ages produce an imitator, without ex- 
liibiting a'pidlure (liaded with gloom and horror. . 

Human nature in all ages' and. countries. is. the fame ;, butithe fecreC. 
caufes by which, one man differs fo much from, another,;, are nqt.fo appa-c, 
rent aj the effedts of;diffe,rent educations.. ...There are.few countries which;; 
lraye. not had - their- AijEXANDERs'or their nadirs.; - men afluated by.a'" 
certain heroic, fpirit of military enthufiafm ;. confounding all- the rules oft 
morality and; religion ; exerting a boundlefs power of, doing, mifchjef; ,, 
committing ."aiftio.ns .'as mucli’ fuperjor to; the comprehenfioii.'qfi.vulgart 
niinejs,'- as, contradidlory to; all the. precepts of. true philofophy. Viand, iff 
fliprt, pfoving by'orie conftant purfuit, that the corruption of human ns-, 
ture. may. carry mankind much farther to do evil,, by the fubferviency of ; 
others as wicked, tho’ not fo brave as'themfelves, than all the principles') 
of virtue can lead us to do: good, for: want of virtuous inftruments!" ‘ .' 

Ifwe lqok._backtq.paft ages, we find tire world di ft relied by men. of' 
this- (lamp, under, the fgecious name of. conqueft. - Hqw.. intoxicating isw 
the fove.qffanie in the, breaffof a. prince, turned 'to war,!' whole ge-: 
niusds peculiarly military., y The, vain boaft;of triumphs feems to. divert*. 
them from all thoughts of mortality, ..and, tempts, them.. to deify; them- 1 
felves in, their own ellpem. Am.idft.the din' of war, a true feufe of'-* 
humanity is. confounded,, and, heaven .itfelf appears amiable only .ill. its' 
thunder.. • • '3. ' '■ ■' 

' ‘ ;; - - “ : ‘ •‘'Ttie'' 

z With refpeft to the wife of da rius. 


* Clitui. . 
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The natural greatnefs of the mind in men born to empire, feems to 1736. 
find no objefl adequate to it, except in conqueft and power. Men of 
undemanding indeed difcover the delufion; age, and experience opens 
their eyes, and brings them down to the level of other mortals ; it con- 
vinces them that the exercife of reafon, in whatever ftation heaven has 
placed us, is the only foltd glory : this paffion for conqueft will then ap- 
pear in its true garb of diftrefs and horror. Religion fteps in to unveil 
this pretender ; and by (hewing us what the rule of the divine admini- 
ftration is, opens a fcene of rea^and tranjcendent joys, which carries up 
the mind to the true fource of greatnefs. 

What juft realon can be affigned for the invafion of India by Alexan- 
der ? Tho’ his conqueft of darius may be cenfured by hiftorians as rafli 
and extravagant, as unguided by experience, and unfuppoited by wifdom ; 
yet if we'confider the events previous to it, we (hall find his conduit cor- 
refpondent with the rule of princes in later ages. The expedition of 
xerxes, and other attempts made by the Persians to enflave the Gre- 
cian republics, could not be eafily forgotten. To prevent, any future 
defign of the fame nature, was to take the firft favourable opportunity of 
humbling the Persians. There was no other way to (Hence their fcru- 
ples, to gratify their jealoufy, nor to appeafe their refentmcnt. 

The Persian monarchy in the reign of darius began to link, in fome 
meafure, under its own weight. Wealth had created luxury ; luxury, 
corruption ; both thefe contributed to the difunion and effeminacy of the 
people, and rendered them an eafy conqueft. If the unhappy circum- 
ftances of Persia at that time, were a concomitant motive to Alexan- 
der’s invafion, it did not invalidate the ftronger reafons of felf-pre- 
(ervation. 

Nadir had been lefs criminal, if the fame motives had carried him 
into India ; but his expedition was certainly founded as much in avarice 
as ambition, or a fond notion of glory. . 

It is now two thoufand and eighty-Gx years fince Alexander made 
his expedition into India. Will the fame of nadir, laft fo long ! The 

Vol. IV. T art* 
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1736. arts and learning of Greece, afforded the means of tranfmitting down 
the feats of the Macedonian heio in a dealer manner, than'the lights 
we" receive from Persia under her prefent circumftances, even r in re- 
gard to what happened but as yefterday. . Some events howeyer may be 
traced out, and afford that fore of plealure, which the mind feds in the 
contemplation of objeCls of terror, whilft we enjoy, in a calm repofe, 
all the tranfporting charms of liberty, and all the happy effects of a well 
legulated government. 

- About the end of December 1736, nadir shah began his march with 
eighty thoufand men, of which the greateft part were cavalry. In a fliort 
time he was followed by a body of near thirty thoufand men, undenthe 
command of tvehmas khan, his lieutenant'. The fhorteft.rout to 
KANDAHAR would have been by kherman; but it was, hardly poffible 
,that fo vaft an army could he fupported in a barren and defolate country 1 
he therefore marched towards casbin fiom whence he directed his 
courfe through khorasan; but we have no particular mention of him 
afterwards, till his arrival near kandahar. ' ' •» 

We have already given a fliort account 1 of this province, the fource 
of thofe numerous calamities in which Persia was involved. 1 What re- 
putation the inhabitants had acquired as warriors, has alfo appeared in the 
courfe of this narrative. 'Hussein khan, the brother of maghmud, who 
was murdered by ashreff, commanded in this place ; he was a foloitf 
of approved refolution, and actuated not only by the ambition of renal' 11 ' 
jng independent, but alfo by^he hopes of revenging himfelf of the 
Persians for the ilaughter of his countrymen. He ffrengthened bis alli- 
ance with the tartars of balkh and samarcand, and alfo with 
fevcral princes of the mountains, who were in hopes of fereening thciu- 
felves from the tyranny of the Persian yoke. The force he had col- 
lected is fnid to have been above thirty thoufand men ; and the quantity 
of provifions laid into the city of kandahar was fufficierit for a wry 
long fiege. ' ' 

> *» T he 

(i or vekezl. > k Some account* menu on ius going by ihc\\ayof 

wlueh is very isaturj to hipped, had that rout been practicable to a great army. 1 ^ ,£l ^ * * 

Chap III - * 
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’•The khan, however, did not chufe to fhut himfelf up immediately 1737 
wi thin 1 walls, but determined to try if, he could not flop the progrefs of 
fo mighty an army, conduced by fo experienced a general., The great 
reputation of nadir did not intimidate thofe brave mountaineers the Af- 
ghans, who, had fo often triumphed over the Persians. Hussein 
khan therefore marched a large body of his men to the banks of a river, 
which is a branch of the hinomend/ there to difpute the paffage. They 
fupported themfelves for fome time, but at length were obliged to retire, 
after the lofs of near two thoufand men. Nadir then advanced, in order 
to inveft kandahar. As he had no heavy artillery with him, it was 
impoffible he fhould reduce a fortification fo advantageoufly rttuated, by 
any other means than ‘by famine, he determined therefore only to 
blockade it. , , 

Hussein khan was not infenfible of his danger, he 'offered to ac- 
knowledge nadir’s fovereignty,~and as a tributary prince to pay him 
homage, on condition he would retire to 1 her at' without committing 
any further hoftilities. This, was too mean an objedt for nadir’s ambi- 
tion : their terms not being accepted, the befieged refolved to try the for- 
tune of the arms. This extraoidinary fiege lafted till the clofe of the 
year. In the interim, the garrifon made many fallies, which, coft much 
blood on both rtdes: one in particular, about the beginning of august, 
with the greatert: part of the Afghan troops, who attacked v the Per- 
sians with fuch impetuofity, that it was with the uttnoft difficulty they 
flood the fhock. ' 

Nadir caufed a number of houfes to be built here, as he had done 
before at bagdat ; alluring hussein khan,, that he would not decamp 
till he had taken the place. The communication with Persia was fup- 
ported, by means of the numerous detachments which were fent to /cour 
the country. In the interim, X£HM as khan, his lieutenant, arrived with 
a reinforcement of thirty thoufand men, fo that he was in a condition to 
difperfe all the flying parties which had incommoded his camp. ' 

It is remarkable, that in the feveral fallies made by the Afghans, they 
took a great number of horfes belonging to the Persians, and carried 
T 2 . . . 4 them 
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,738. and his fon fell a facrifice, though their valour feemed to have deferred 
7 ' a better, fate. The conqueft of this place put the Persian king in 

poffeflion of a confiderable treafure, with a great value in jewels, arms, 
cloathing, and provifions. The former had been fliut up in vaults eier 
fince the reign of bahr shah the great moghol ; and were now of the 
greater confequence to nadir, as they enabled him to pay his army. 
Befides, this was an earned of the vad acquifitions his foldiers mud cer- 
tainly make, if they fucceeded in the enterprize, which it was now 
apparent their king had refolved on. t 


CHAP. XIX. 

The news of the taking of cabul arrives at dehlie. Meafuret taken to op- 
pofe the Persian army. Jealoufy between nizam al muluck and de- 
vran khan. Nadir fends an embajjy and writes to mahommed shah. 
The difficulty -which nadir encounters in going from cabul to the banks 
oj the Indus. Peishor taken. Zekariah khan, governor of labor, 
acquaints the court of his fttuation. The Indian army marches to karnal. 

1ITHEN the news of the taking of cabul arrived at the court of 
V V the great moghol, this prince with ‘all his lords were tho- 
roughly alarmed, and determined that there was no time to lofe in af- 
fejnbling an army to oppofe the Persians. What added to the terror of 
the court, were the advices of rajah 1 tchi sengue, who commanded 
a body of warlike people ’ about cashmir \ This prince being entirely 
in the intered of devran khan, acquainted him, “ That the enterprize 
“ °f nadir shah had for fome time appeared to him, as a dep con- 

“ certed 

* This is the tide given to the feudatory Indian princes * Thefe are called raijpouts, 

and are efteemed the bell foldiers in India Then, are feveral tribes of them fubjeft to the ra- 
jaus, of whom fome are independent of the mocuol * Cashmir, or as it is wrote 

cis if mir and kichemir, is bordered by lahor, tebet, and biddukshan, and is reprefented 
as a mod delightful and fruitful country The mountains with which thefe people arc furrounded 
arc fo firong a fortification, that, according to die Turkish WTiters, hardly any of the eaflem ravagers 
' c P c Mtratcd into their countrj They never felt any of the calamities which cinchiz khau , 

< , 5 the 
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« certed with Tome of the lords 1 of the mogho&’s court; therefore he 
cc muft be on his guard ; that sherzih khan was already fallen a facn- 
<c See to his fidelity , and that n^cir khan had deferted his province 
“ and fled to peishor : at the fame time he offered his iervice to join 
“ the royal enfigns, and recommended to devran khan to undertake 
“ the command of the imperial army, whilft zekariah khan di^ 
his utmoft to oppofe the progrefs of the enemy through lahor.” 

Devran khan was fenfible of the fidelity of this prince, and faw that 
nothing but military force.could five the capital from plunder, or prevent 
all the fatal confequences of war, agamfl: fi> formidable an enemy as nadir. 
He therefore rcprefented to the ful tan, the neceflity of marching in perfon 
at the head of his army, as far as lahor, where he might join theKHANs 
zekariah and nacir. This advice was approved by nizam al mu- 
luck, who preflbd the execution of it, and to fliew a greater tender- 
nefs for the emperor, he added that his mijeftv ought not to expofe his 
perfon, but to flop at lahor, whilfl himfelf, and the other chiefs, 
-advanced with, the army towards cabul, to give the enemy battle 

The royal tents \ with all the parade of an Indian monarch, were 
ordered to the gardens of shahmaR, a final! diftance from deiilie. 
The great moghol himfelf was upon his departure, when devran 
khan, to the furpnze of the whole court, gave orders to fufpend the in- 
tended expedition. This to all appearance arole either from hjs jealoufy 
that nizam al muluck was in correfpondency with the enemy, or from 
his contempt of the counfels of a man whom he abhorred But fuch 

was 

the great Tpjttuiw an conqueror, fpread over the call Their capital is called serinemer nod 
the mcr which pafles through their country is very confidcrabc f aod communicates w th, tie 
TCHENHAV abpie multan I'he inhabitants of this country are alfo remarkable for their vivacity, 
and the beauty ot their pferfons The delicacy of their climate might naturally incline them to- so^ 
luptuoufnefs but they live much according to. nature their plcafurts being for the moil part mao 
c? nt and Ample , they love dancing and mufick, and drink wine in moderation , thc> are tdola wt 
of the religion of the magi, and many of theta gnen.ro devotion and ,mort fcation - The) are 
remarkable for the ma infaftare of the fine falhes. in fo g~eat ufe all over the eaik ^ 

* There are fevcral of thefe jjoshoe omras who are tartaju -ind-rarsiA s by eitrafhon 
and who feemed now to be tb< griateft pbjeRs of the jealouly of tl e rajah * pEijut 

KitAKNA is the term. gn ca to the ro) al ten>s and the r appendages m t->niA 
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was the difumon of that court, on whom the unhappy Indians .de- 
pended at this time for their fafety. 

Nizam al muldck being informed of fo unexpedted a change of 
counfels, returned to court, and renewed his intreaties, that the army 
might march to lahor : but the difeord which reigned among the chiefs, 
confounded all their meafures. The officers, who knew that DEVRAtj 
kban was devoted to "the intereft'of their mafter the great moghol, 
paid an implicit obedience to him, in all the expedients he tried to'ob- 
ftrudt the expedition. Thus it was difficult to determine, whether nc- 
vran khan did not adt more like an open traitor, than nizam al mu- 

, i 

luck as a fecret one. 

"Nadir having made himfelf mafter of c 4 bul, difguifed, his future 
defigns under the cloak of friendflup. For this purpofe, he fent an em- 
baflador with a letter to mahommed shah the INDIAN emperor. The 

contents are as fallows : 1 * ‘ , 

. . ' ~ , * i - 

“ Be it clear to the enlightened mind of your high majelly, that my 
“ taking CAIJUL is entirely out of zeal for religion ', and friendflup for 
" you. I never imagined that a king of mufiulmen would be tribu- 
“ "tary to the wretches of Deccan d . My flay on this fide the INDUS,', 
“ is with a defign, that when thefe infidels fhall move again towards 
“ hindostan I may fend a vidlorious army to drive them to the 
“ abyfs of hell. 1 1 ' 

> i ) 

“ Hiftory abounds in precis of the friendthip which have fubfifted be- 
“ tween our kings and your raajefty’s royal predecefiors. And now, by 
“ mortisa ah I fwear, that I neither had, nor yet have any other 
“ view, than to exprefs my friendthip, and thew my concern for reb- 
“ gion. X always was, and will be a friend to your Mutinous houfe, 
“ whatever futpicions you may entertain to the contrary.” 


r Th-a he calls is t am, by which 13 meant fafety , and here the word xs meant to denote the 
kqm u sdan religion. d The uaiusleattaj, whom I have already mentioned as the 

chief diilsuhex* .of the uocuol’s empire. Thcfc people are idolaters, and were at this time very 
powerful. • This met u called attok, which is the name given by the oat**' 

t al* to the upper part of the moos. 1 The empire »n general is called bi*dojta*» 

but here ratic peculiarly applicable to the province ofosutii. m 
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It is very hard to reconcile, the contents of this letter upon any prrn- 1738. 
ciple of common probity; but this indeed was what nadir had the ' 
lead pretendons to. * , ' j / 

Though we have obferved that cabul is the hey of the weflern and 
northern parts of India,' there is a condderable tradt of country between 
that city and the Indus, which has been generally conddcred as the barrier. 

The cheapelt and mod pradticable method for the execution of nadir’s 
dedgns, was to cultivate a good underflanding with the people of thofe 
quarters. 'The satis, a tribe of pattans, in that country, are remark- 
able for their valour) and might have given him great trouble. He 
therefore entered into an alliance with them, making part of the plunder 
of cabul the price of their frienddbp. > 

.Ilis next dep was to engage in his intered nacir khan, who was at 
peishor. Tho’ this chief had not the courage to remain in or near cabul, 
the frontier town of hisdiflridl; yet he was not totally intimidated. The 
court fent him no fupply of troops, but abided him with a remittance 
of forty lacks t of rupees; 'by means of this fum he might raife forces 
to join the pattans of that province, and oppofe the enemy. In ex- 
pedlation therefore of further reinforcements from dehlie, he levied 
men, and prepared to dght the Persians. 

Nadir having left a ftrong garrilon in cadul, fent fcveral mcffigcs 
to nacir khan, to invite him to a fubmidion ; and then continued his 
march towards peishor. Palling the bchat”, and the cou ! , he ad- 
vanced into the narrow defiles, which cover that province. Here fcveral 
INDIAN princes affembled their troops, cutting down trees, breaking, 
up roads, and ufing other inventions to obftrudl: his march. The fre- 
quent attacks of thefe mountaineers, incommoded him for near a whole 
month, during which fpace he lod a condderable number of men. 

U 2 Thole, 
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1738. Thofe, who are verfed in military affairs, know that it is difficult for 
ah army to ptfs thro’ defiles, even when there is no enemy to oppofe it; 
but a long tradt of mountainous country, inhabited by people accudomed 
to arms, .mud: expofe the mod formidable body of troops to great danger. 
Nadir was at length obliged to enter into a treaty with their chiefs : he 
declared that he meant them no harm ; and reprefented to them that 
they were certainly enemies to their own intered, by appearing in arms 
againd him, when he was ready to receive them under his protedlion,,to 
make them prefents, and even to engage them in his pay, that they might 
{hare his fortune in the war. , , 

It was a favourable circumdance' to nadir, that the Indian court 
had kept thefe mountaineers in arrears for their pay. All the ordinary 
molumcnts k , which were wont to be allowed them, the corruption of 
.he mogholV minitiers had with-held during four years. The governors 
of the neighbouring provinces had deferted their pods, or^eglefled to 
arm themfelves in a manner fuiuble to the occafion. Under thefe cir- 
cumdances, thefe people lidened to nadir’s propofitions, and at length 
not only opened a free paffage to him, but numbers of them enlided them- 
felves in his army, infomuch that it foon became as drong as when he left 
kandahar. The safis in particular, after they had joined the Per- 
sians, conduced nadir the fafeft and.fhorted way to peishor. * 

■ 1 / . . , , 

It is natural to conclude, that the Persian king expedted that fucb 
adts of hodility would alarm the Indian court, and not only occa- 
fion the greater preparations to oppofe him, but probably induce them 
to remove a great part of their riches. Whatever his motive might be, 

' he fent another embafly to the great moghol. MaHoaimed khan, 
u turkuman 1 , was chofen for this purpofe, and difpatched in tbe 
month of august, with offers of frrendfhip, and to demand' tbe fum 

‘ ‘ • r c f 

* 1 

k The revenues of this mountainous country being infufficient to maintain a body of troop) ul' : 
to guard the frontiers, a cemm futn of money wa, appointed to be ajtnualJy tenutted then, but e * 
late year, it had been ncglefled. 

1 The fame may be obfc. red here of TVjtit UilAtt as before of aaiooctte, uz, that theft o&evts 
arc dtlbnguilhcd by their couatrier. 
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,of four crores *, and four provinces as, if nadir by this means in- 
* I ende , d £o “ ter int0 a compofition, or to render the refufal a more fpedous 
_ pretence for further hoflilities. , , (J 

1 ’ ) Peishor not lying diredtly in the rout, nadir left the main body of 
•his army, and marched with’ a detachment of cavalry towards that city. 
Nacir khan had colledled a body of troops, but few of them had 
- any experience: the greateft part not fufpedtipg that the Persian army 
could have puffed the defiles with fuch expedition, deferted upon the 
apprpach of the enemy. • Nacir was thus left in the neighbourhood 
of peishor, with feven thaufund men only however, he caufed an in- 
, ,trenchment to be thrown up, and with this fmall body he made a gallant 
defence for fome hours ; but. the Persians at length forced his lines. 
Moll of thofe who,efcaped the fword, were taken pnfoners. The 
neighbouring pattans being now difpofed to court the fiiendlhip of 
nadir, delivered up into his hand nacir khan, who fled from peis- 
. iior. The proof this general had given of bravery and fidelity, under 
fuch great difadvantages, engaged the efteem of nadir. He impnfoned 
him for fome days, but afterwards promifed him that protection u Inch 
he had not received from the moghoi/s court, and by threats and fair 
words he won this brave man to his interell. . 

'The effe£t of this viitory was the taking of peishor, which nadir 
foon after entered in triumph. Nothing is faid concerning the riches of 
this city, tho’ we mull afiign fome proportion of wealth to it, fince it 
is reprefented of confiderable extent, and the capital of a province. 

] On the news that peishor was taken, and that nadir shah was pre- 
paring to pafs the INDUS, the moghol’s court, already in great diforder, 
was llruck. with terror. From pfishor to dehlie is 450 miles * In 
i this dillance are feveral rivers and difficult palles, which it was ex- 
i petted would retard the march of the PERSIAN army. The court was 
alfo flattered with hopes that zekariah khan, the governor of lahor, 

would 

* A crore is 100 lacks, or 1,250 000 /• , confequcntly this demand was for five millions Her ling 
a Thcfc tho Indians call soubaus Soubauda* is often ufed as gos emor pr lieutenant. of a 
prounce* “ The/ reckon it 202 cofs, each <ofs of 4000 or 2 } uyles. 
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CHAP. XX. 

Nadir.'j pomp when he entered the Indian territories. His manner of 
pajjing rivers. Short account of the Indus : Nadir puffs this river. 
Jeminabad and lahor taken. Nadir arrives on the plains of 
KARNAL. 

1738 . T TICTORY feemed now to court the ambitious nadir: elate 
V with the hopes of giving laws to this vaft empire, he affedted a' 
more than common ftate. , • 

Cossem khan was his athemat doulet'*: he, with the ARRIZ* 
begi x , were the perfons’through whom moil of the orders were given, 
and petitions preferred. Nadir’s fentences, as at other times, were very 
fummary, and his buiinefs difpatched in a fliort time. He required in- 
formation of every thing that pafled, and obferved a ftridl adminiilration 
of juilice: he attended bufinefs very regularly, fitting in his tent of audi- 
ence till noon, and after repofing himfelf a ibort time, he returned 
again, and remained there till the evening. His chiaux 1 were kept to 
their duty more than ufual, to proclaim his vidlories as he pafled along: 
befides thefe and his great officers of ilate,i a coniiderable number of 
young men with ilandards of red filk adorned with filver, were order- 
ed to attend upon extraordinary occalions. 

The great preparations which were making at .the moghol’s court to 
oppofe his progrefs, feemed to give him no fort of concern. On the 
contrary, he prepared himfelf to receive the homage of the indian lords, 
and Hit of zekariah khan, the governor of xahor. After eflablidi- 
ing a garrilon atpciSHOR, he advanced to the banks of the Indus, wherc^ 
1739- ' ie arrivc ^ c ' le beginning of January. He had already taken' his sties- 
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At length, alter flow marches, and receiving feveral reinforcements on 
the road, they pitched their tents in the plains of karnal, fifty-five 
leagues from the capital. The young prince, sultan achmed, had an 
equipage' prepared for him with great pomp and'fplendor, and was ap- 
pointed commander of the van guard s. 

The circuit of the camp was very large', fortified with intrenchments, 
and a great part of it Arengthened with artillery. In the center were the 
emperor’s own quarters'; thofe of nizam al muluck fronted. them ; 
and under him was the particular ordnance of the court, and the train 
belonging to it. On the right wing was devran khan, the prime mi- 
niAer, with five other lords under his command ; kummir o’din ‘ khan, , 
with three omras, commanded on the left; behind thefe were many ge- 
neral officers, whofe names would rather confound than delight the reader, , 
and among them were the ja ats and aheers \ Though the fovereign 
commanded in perfon, yet each lord feemed to be uncontroulable with 
regard to the refpe&ive body under him. i ( 

( Nizam al muluck, inftead of taking pains to encourage his foldiers, 
reprefented the valour and fortune of the Persian king as irrefiAible. It 
is probable, that the inexperience of the Indians in the art of war, mult 
in any cafe have rendered them inferior to the veteran foldiers of nadir , 
shah; but if we confider the unhappy lituation of this numerous army, 
it feemed to be collefted only for the derifion of the Persians. 

1 They call this the ifAnoi, which lignifies ether the van guard, or the title of the officer that* 
commands any body of fo ces, which advances ac the head of an Indian army , 

• Some >vmers mention it as twelve miles , but we cannot fuppofc they made intrenchments fo 
for, or piat they could defend fo vaft a circuit, * Thefe are called mourcha, which 

figmfies either barncadoc's or intrenchments , from whence we may infer he had a particular in- 
trenchment within the mam circuit of the camp. * Thefe words figrnfy the moon of 

religion This perfon was the vizir to the crxat Mocyoi. “ Thefe are two dif- 
ferent tribes of the »aijp©btj» I 
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CHAP. XX. 

Nadir.'.i pomp oihen he altered the Indian territories. His manner of 
faffing rivers. Short account of the INDUS : Nadir faffies this river. 
Jeminabad and lahor taken. Nadir arrives on the plains of 

KARNAL. 

1738. TICTORY fcemed now to court the ambitious nadir: elate 
V with the hopes of giving laws to this vaft empire, he affefted a 
more than common Hate. 

Cossem khan was his athemat doulet " : he, with the ARRiz* 
eEgi 1 , were the perfons through whom molt of the orders were given, 
and petitions preferred. Nadir’s fentences, as at other times, were veiy 
fummary, and his bufmefs difpatched in a fliort time. He required in- 
formation of every thing that palled, and obfcrved a ftridf adminillration 
ofjuftice: he attended bufinefs very regularly, fitting in his tent of audi- 
ence till noon, and after repofing himfelf a Ihort time, he returned 
again, and remained there till the evening. His chiaux r were kept to 
their duty more than ufual, to proclaim his victories as he paifed along ; 
befides thefe and his great officers of ftate, a confiderable number of 
young men with ftandards of red filk adorned with fiiver, were order- 
ed to attend upon extraordinary occafions. 

The great preparations which were making at .the moghol’s court to 
oppofe his progrefs, feemed to give him no fort of concern. On the 
Contrary, he prepared himfelf to receive the homage of the Indian lords, 
and firtt of zekariah khan, the governor of bahor. After ettablilh' 1 
ing a garrifon af peishor, he advanced to the banks of the indus, where 
1739. he arrived the beginning of January. He had already taken his mea- 

5 fures 

. 7 Bee VoL III. page 41. Signifies fupporter of power, or a, fome confirue it, the fccunty of 

fortune , this is the lame perfon whom I have mentioned in Vo! I. page 25S. This man was alio 
honoured with the title of hizEm muhazem, or him who lets things in Older, and MOTHin At 
muluck, or worthy of a kingdom. * The prefenter of petitions. r The 9 00 

guards mentioned in Yol. I. page 251. 



Chap. XX. NADIR SHAH. ,6 r 

fures for the paffage of that river, Mahommed beg *, was previoufly 1739. 
detached with a confiderable body of troops, to build a fufficient number 
of boats, by means of which lie might throw a bridge over the river. 
Nadir’s ordinary method was to ufe two iron-chains', to which he 
fixed the fhms of beads blown up 5 thefe floating upon the furface, fup- 
ported the feveral parts of a fmall bridge of timber, which he carried 
with him. This chain being fecured on both fides of a river, ferved alfo 
to hold a regular bridge of boats. 

The Indus of the aptients, now mP re generally denominated the 
soiND, is one of the ipoft confiderable rivers in all asia: in India 
only the Ganges exceeds it. In this place |t divides the provinces of 
laiior and peishor, and is compioply called the attok, from a great 
fort on the eaftern fide. It is fubjedt, like the Nile, to be overflown, 
and like that is one great caufe of the fertility of its banks , here are alfo 
numbers of crocodiles. Its courfe from north to fouth is computed to 
he goo miles b , or forty-two days journey. The leveral branches of it 
take different names s the chief of which are the shoub or sielmequs c , 
the sh antrou J , the h avi ', and the viah ' ; thus forming five ftreams ; 
the province of laiior is for that reafon called pengab', and is one 
of the moft fertile countries in hindostan. 

Zekariau kkan did not attempt to oppofe the Persian army at 
their paflage of the attok. His real defign was to fubmit, agreeably 
to the counfel lie had received from nizam Al muluck; however, to 
lave appearances, he made preparations for a defence. Nadir marched 

dircfliy 
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1739' direftly to yeminabad, a city of fomc note in the jurifdidtion of zeka- 
RiAit khan. Here kullinder khan commanded with a body often 
thoufand men, ddigning to oppofe the Persians. .Nacir khan, who’ 
now had a pod in nadir’s army, was entrufted with the attack of this 
city, which the Persians took, and killed the Indian general. Nadir' 
had fent to zekariah khan to invite him to a fubmiflion; the mef- 
fenger was called before the general divan, and treated w.ith fome inci- 
vility. (This however was but an efiedt of policy to difguife his refo- 
lution to furrender. He then marched out, and advanced above twenty 
miles fiom lahor, with an army of twenty thoufand men. As foon as 
he heard the fate of yeminabad, he retreated back immediately to the 
capital of the province. Here he made a fliew of defence, but after three 
days capitulated, on condition that the city fliould be fpared. 

This is the country of which porus was king, when Alexander 
made his memorable expedition into India. The neighbouring pro- 
vinces weie then ruled by their refpedtive fovereigns, as we now find 
them divided by the jealoufy and corruption of their chiefs. The fccne 
of his firft exploits in India was on the banks of the gvrjzvs ’, 1 which 
he palfed. The eaftern fide of this part of the Indus was called taxilA. 
Here we find that mophis, king of the country, fubmitted to Alexan- 
der, who confirmed this Indian prince in his dominion, or in other 
words, did not commit any violence or injuftice towards him. As an 
effeit of the generofity of the GRECiAN-hero, mophis received the name 
of taxiles. What future ages may think of modern hiftories, I am no 
judge ; but there are numerous circumftances in antient accounts, even 
in authors of the highell: reputation, which appear as the fumes of fu- 
. perlhtion or the creatures of fancy: we mull not however be ingenious to 
undeceive ourfelves in things ef an indifferent nature, fo long as they give, 
us pleafure. We know how hard it is to come at the truth of things 
which happened yefterday. 

Porus, the fovereign of lahor, was exceeded by the Ikill and for- 
tune, rather than by the valour of the Macedonian conqueror ; he led on 

his 


1 Thu s called at prefect NILAS, being the upper part of the iNDtij.’ 
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his chariots of war and embattled elephants, difdaining to yield. In 
this he feems to have judged ill ; if he had facrificed to the pride of the 
Grecian inflead of his own, and only paid the tribute of a formal fub- 
miflioh, he might probably have faved the lives of twenty-three thou- 
fand Indians, who are faid to have died that day in defence of their 
liberty. Under the notion of clemency, Alexander then reftored to 
him the kingdom which he could not keep; nor was there one good 
reafon why he conquered it. The only true beneficent adhon he did, 
was to reconcile taxiles and porus. 

After fubduing Persia, and all the country as far as this place, his 
foldiers, happily for the Indians, were at length tired of their knight- 
errantry, and infilled upon returning home ; he therefore made this the 
boundary of his vidlory in the eadr, though he had defigned to march as 
far as the Ganges. He returned to babylon with the name of a con- 
queror, tho* with much lefs treafure than nadir shah. In his way home 
he fubdued all the country on the banks of the> indus. He fent part of 
his forces in fhips down that river into the Indian ocean j from whence 
they entered the gulph of Persia, and directing their courfe up the 
Tigris, arrived at Babylon. Thofe, who marched by land, eroded 
sablesTan and segestan, not withput feveral encounters with the in- 
habitants of thofe countries, in which much blood was fpilt. Thence 
wludv cwmeii the conqueror ^ after a perilous and 
laborious march he arrived at the feat of his empire, having been abfent 
twenty months. 

Nadir remained at lahor eight days, and refrefhed his army in the 
gardens of shalimar 1 , he then paffed the river shoue, and traverfing 
serhind and taiuseer, he arrived with forty thoufand men in the 
neighbourhood of a village called tielauvri, which is not iar from the 
plains of karnal. Here he halted to reconnoitre the fituation of the 
Indian army* and determine what meafures to purfue. After a march 
of twenty-five months for eighteen hundred and fifty miles ", he was al- 
X 2 moil 

t Kow farsistav. 1 Theftf gardens are of tl«e fame name as thofe of dehlif 

a Tins computation is from Isfahan, v.z from that city to k/vdahaa is reckoned 1040 tmles, 
and from therce to deulie Sio. 
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mod arrived at the fruition of the defired objedt. It was notidifficuit 
in a general of common fagacity to forefee, that fo vafl: a multitude of 
people would not be able to fupport themfelves long in that. fituation , 
and they mult either difperfe, or come to an engagement. 


t . 

CHAP. XXI. 

Tig number of tbs Persian army. Saadit khan arrives at the Indian* 
camp. He and devran khan begin the engagement. NADiR’j/n»- 
tagem to d/aw the Indians to battle. Saadit khan taken prtfwtr, 
and DEVRAN KHAN mo/ tally wounded. Nadir 's manner of oppofmg & e 
Indian elephants. Lofs of the Indians in the feld. TTflref of tl e 
Indian camp after the battle. Interview between nadir and nizaM 
al muluck , alfo between the Persian king and the great mochol. 
Numbers of the Indians Jlatn tn mat auding. Mahomjied shah it- 
livers hwifelf into the hands of nadir. Indian (fells fealed up 111 

DEHLIE. 

N ADIR was now within ten miles of the Indian army. On 
the iath of February he dilpatched hahdgee khan with 
his advanced guard", confiding of fiv thoufand of the bed troops of 
Kourdistan, His whole army amounted to near onp hundred and 
li\ty thoufand. men, of which a third parr were fervants and domeftics: 
thefe having colledted a fufBcient number of camels, horfes ”, and nioh 5 
in their rout, were all mounted, and fome of them completely arm- 
ed. Their women, being not Jefs than fi\- thoufand, were dreffed with 
great coats r of crimfon cloth, after the manner of the men, and not to bo 

did®* 

“ Koumiol. which :j the tunc at the hash on of the ixdians. • There we 

highland eo-ntry of cavoaii ia and cAseia fmall hind of horfes colic J taioci. iihieAwes Of 
Cennccable. , Thcfc arc oiled BAaaati'Hi aaaaAir fi3mlici rain, from whence the 

aruac of ihu ccal u dcnseil. 
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diftingulfhed at a diftancej fo thrt tlie whole made a very formidable 1733 
appearance. ,1 . ‘ • 

Nadir finding the water at tilladvri infufficient to. fupply his fol- 
diers, advanced two miles nearer the Indian army ; and the 14th of 
FEBRUARV lie encamped not far from the rear of devran khan, at a 
time when saadit khan was juft arrived in the camp of the great' 
MOGiioi, with a reinforcement' of twenty thoufand men. Whatever the. 
nature- of saadit’s treafon might have been, as foon as he faw his fet- 
low-foldiers in diftrefs for provifions, and ready to be over-whelmed by 
a powerful and fortunate army, the impulfe of his heart carried him 
inftantly to the tent of mahommed shah, and with the freedom of 
a 1 foldier he told his fovereign, that there was no time to be loft in 
giving battle to the Persians ; that if the other generals refufed to 
follow him, he would commem-e the attack with fuch part of his 
troops as were come up; defiring rather to die fword in hand, than 
fall inglorioufly into the power of an enemy through the neceffity of 
hunger. 

Nizam a^ muluck, who feemed never to have intended to bring 
things to the extremity of a battle, oppofed this counfel ; pretending, 
according to the fuperftition of the mahommedans, that the day was 
not fortunate ; and as there was no necefiity, they ought to defer it. 
Saadit khan, though fufpedled of being leagued with this treacherous 
minifter, had too much ardour as a foldier to be reftrained by any fuch 
conlideration.' 

In the mean while, the fix thoufand kourds detached by nadir shah, 
.through the defire of booty, had fallen on a party of the Indians, and 
began to pillage the baggage of devran khan. There was mo time to. 
debate : saadit khan mounted his elephant, led on his forces, and re- 
pulfed the kourds. Devran khan, now roufed-by a jealoufy of the 
glory-of a man, whom he knew wifhed his difgrace, brought his men 
alfo to the charge immediately, with a defign todupport SAADIT khan 
,fo that the engagement grew warm on both fides. 


Nadir,. 
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Hadir, being apprifcd of what was paffing, lent a body of troops to 
affift his van ; and jealous of fupporting the reputation of Ins arms ill 
his fir!! encounter, he detached three thoufand of his bell troops in three 
different bodies, and placed them in ambulh. He alfo fent a fmall body 
of five bundled men again!! devran khan, and another of the fame 1 
number again!! saadit khan, in order to draw them into the field. 
Having then made a pioper difpofition of the mam body of his army, 
he advanced at the head of a thoufand afshaR horfe to direil the 
battle. 


This difpofition had the defired effeft. The three thoufand men in 
ambufeade falling upon the troops of saadit khan, put them to flight, 
and took their general prifoner. Devran khan being followed by 
above twenty omras and general officers, at the head of their rcfpec- 
tive bodies, fupported his ground with great refolution, till the engage- 
ment became more general. At length having received a dangerous 
wound, he fell extended upon his elephant, and was carried off the field. 
A report that he was dead, fpread a d.fmay through the whole In- 
dian camp. 

There was a circumftance pretty remarkable, which I find omitted by 
thofe who have given us an account of this battle. They mention in- 
deed the elephants, but not what ufe was made of them. Thefe for- 
midable animals were condufied at the head of the Indian army, 
and armed for battle : they have ever been reprefented in eafiern wars as 
objefis of great terror ; their fize, the caftles upon their backs, and all the 
apparatus of war, have been deferibed by liiltorians, painters, and poets, 
in a light which fills the imagination with dread. Nadir was not igno- 
rant in what manner the Indians fight, and therciorc caufed a number 
of llages to be made, and fixed acrofs two camels. On thefe flages he 
laid naptha, and a mixture of combulbblcs, and ordered them to be fet on 
fire. It is well known with what terror thefe huge animals behold tins 
element , fo that inllead of over-turning the Persian army, at the op- 

2 prosch 
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proach of the camels the elephants turned about, and put a great part 
of the Indian army into confufion. 

,, • 

' In this battle feventeen .thoufand Indians were ilain, among whom 
were a great number of perfons of the firffc diftin&ion. Thofe who fled 
from the field, fpread terror and confufion through their whole camp. 
Several took the opportunity of plundering the tents of their own com- 
manders. , Numbers, who attended the baggage brought into the field, 
fled towards dehlie, which afforded a favourable opportunity to the 
Persians to kill and pillage at difcretion. In this adtion not half of 
the Indian army was engaged, and only about fifty thoufand of the 
troops of nadir siiaii; he loft on his part only two thoufand five 
hundred men, > who were interred the fame night ; but there were "near 
twice as many wounded. 

Devran khan loft his eldeft fon, and the wound he himfelf had 
received, proved mortal. His great lofs of blood occafioned his fainting : 
when he came to his fenfes, he had the additional afflidtion to find all his 
tents and baggage plundered ; they were therefore obliged to carry him 
to the tents of mahommed shah, to whom he had been reported as 
killed. The fight of this favourite minifter, under thefe melancholy 
circumftances, gave the emperor the deepeft concern. In a fhort time 
after, this lord died of his wounds, which feemed to give him Iefs pain, 
than to behold his enemy nizam al muluck triumphing in the 
favour of his mailer, and planning febemes. to gratify his bafe refent- 
ment. 

In this confufed ftatc of affairs in the Indian camp, nadir siiah 
advanced to the quarters of nizam al molucic ; this general had been 
joined by feveral other lords, who drew up their forces in a line of battle, 
as if they meant to flop the progrels of the enemy. Night coming on, 
prevented the Persians from purfuing their victory. The Indian 
camp was now fo very thin, that from the emperor’s own quarters to 
thofe of nizam al muluck, which was near two miles, hardly any 
people were found. In the night a grand confutation was held, in 

w inch 
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1739. which nizam al muluck. related in the moft aft'edling manner, the 
deplorable date to which the fortune of that day had already reduced the 
court ; expatiating upon the fatal eftedts of war, and the danger to which 
the emperor’s perfon was expofed j that every moment brought news of 
the 'death of fome perfon beloved by his majedy,’ and of great confe- 
quence to the date ; his opinion therefore was to accommodate matters 
with nadir shah, fince they could no longer depend on the fuccefs of 
their arms. 

The Indian monarch, though no warrior, was more inclined to truft 
to the fortune of a fecond battle, than to confent to an accommodation, 
which could be bought only at the price of immenfe treafures, and mud 
upon other accounts be inglorious. But thofe on whom lie mod depended 
had been killed or dangeroufly wounded j fo that no proper perfon could 
be found in whom to confide the command of his forces : nor was he lefs 
at alofs as to the direflion of his councils. Whatever fufpicions he might 
entertain of nizam ad muluck, the afcendency which this minider had 
acquired, in fome meafure obliged him to trud him implicitly. The 
death of devban khan, at once removed the bar to the ambition of 
nizam al muluck, as well as the objedt of his hatred. At length full 
power was given to this minider, to treat with the Persian monarch. 
Azim. ali khan was appointed to attend him ; of which NADIR SUA' 1 
was acquainted. The third day after the battle, the ceremonial being 
previoufly adjuded, they pitched their tents between the UvO camps : 
and a Persian officer was fent to conduit thefe Indian lords into the 
prefence of nadir shah. 


The Persian monarch received them in a gracious manner, caufing 
them to fit in his prefence; and then he fpoke to this effedt: “ It is now 
“ four months dnee I fent my embaflador to maho.mmed shah )OU r 
“ mader, to demand of him the payment of what is due to Persia i 
“ why has he detained my people, and given me no anfwer; and at 
“ length obliged me to make fo long and laborious a march r" NizA't 


al muluck excufed himfclf, alledging that he had been in ids govern- 

* — Aff 
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ment at deccan j that as foon as he came to court he had ufed his 1739. 
endeavours to bring the affair to a conclufion, but that his demands were 
greater than the empire could anfwer ’. 

Nadir failed at the excufe, and ihewed him the accounts of the 
mogiiol’s treafure; adding to this effedt: “The grand-father of ma- 
“ hommed siiah and uncle of jeanguir, once demanded of Persia 
“ the fuccour of ten thoufand men. Persia fent them, and bore the ex- 
“ pence, on condition of being reimburfed ; which has never yet been done. 

“ By the treaties of alliance fubfifling between the two empires, they 
" ought reciprocally to fupport each other. Persia having been long rent 
“ with civil wars, the fame force has been demanded of you j but no 
“ anfwer was ever made. I have borrowed large fums, for which I pay 
“ intereft, to retake from the Turks the provinces which they had pof- 
“ fefled themfelves of belonging to Persia. The negledl of the treaties 
“ on your part, has been the caufe of the misfortunes which have hap- 
“ pened to Persia : who is to repair thefe injuries f I had intended to 
“ put your emperor and his troops to the fword, but I will favour them ; 

“ go and tell him to come to me, and we will make up our quarrel in 
“ a convenient manner.” 

The 1 8th of February was accordingly appointed for the meeting of 
tYieXwo monaichs. 'MaaoaMiS saas, empties t>{ sramriis, feaVtA 
in a royal litter ', iffued from his camp, attended by azim ali kiia.v, 
giiazi o’din khan, feveral eunuchs, and about two hundred horfe: 
he was met half-way by tiehmas khan, the lieutenant ' of the Per- 
sian king, who paid him the honours due to his rank, t ■ehmas then 
required the eunuchs and cavalry to halt, and attended the great mo- 

GltOD 

L 

5 It n Cud that viz am a L iiuiuc* went fo far 1 $ to make him the fertile complimd*, th-r 
the defire of feeing a king of fuch renonn, and to k ft the dofl of h s feet, was fo grea » that 0 ejr 
purpofely neglefled his requeil. The oai ei-tals de-l much m hyperboles , but fuch a compliment 
as thi* would rather hue infultcd the commoa fenle of the prince to ivbon it « 2 i than glared 
his pride., According to what is related, ih s ivotAt did adluady mute sadia into India, hard- 
ly forfcemg what would happen. ' Takut av, wh.cn figr £c$ a moving thr^r 
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’ GII ol with the Persian guard. At the entrance of nadir's camp he 
was met by nesr ali myrza, who was fent by the command of his 
father to condudl the Indian king to the royal tent. Nadir came 
forth to receive him, and having placed him on his left-fide, after the 
ordinary compliments, he addreffed him to this effedl : “ Is it poffible 
“ that you fhould have thus abandoned the care of your own affairs 
“ to oblige me to make you this Yifit ? I fent you two cmbafli- 
“ dors j one of them contrary to the laws of all nations, and to the 
“ fnendfhip fubfifting between us, was murdered at peishor j nor 
“ did your mimfters fend me any fatisfadtory anfwer to my letters which 
« reached your hands. When I entered your dominions, you ncier de* 
“ puted any one to a(k me who I was, or what my intentions wer«j 
“ even when I advanced to lahok, and fent you a meffige of falutation, 
“ I received no anfwer. When the commanders of your forces were 
“ awakened out of their lethargy, inftead of negotiating for a reconcilia- 
“ tion, they met in a tumultuous manner to Hop my progrefs. After- 
“ wards you cooped yourfelves up in your intrenchments, without con- 
“ fidering, that if your enemy was ftronger than you, it was impoffible to 
“ remain in that fituation without being ftarved ; and if he was weaker, 
“ it was as difhonourable as unnecefljry: at length, without any pre- 
“ caution, you put all to the iffue of one blow. Tbo' I faw how jou 
“ were entangled, I made you offers of accommodation*; but you was 
“ fo ill advifed, or puffed up with childifh conceits, that you neglcfled 
" tile terms of my friendfhip, and abandoned your own intcreft. Now 
“ you fee to what flreights you are reduced by the’ vidtorious armies cf 
“ Persia. How little able you Iiavc been to govern your own people, 
“ appears by your granting for fevcral years a tax - to infidels, by whom 
“ it ought to have been paid ; and you base differed them to over-run 
“ your country. 

“ However, as the race of temur have never done any remarkable 
!* injury to the foveteigns of Persia, I will not take the empire from 

“ yeUJ 

• I in not £ej z&y Kccuoa nuJecf f-ch c.Tcr zS'.zr the imdiamutd/ wai ifTnrtlftl co ila I ■ i ' J 
if iaix.l, la nbcl, Uui beat to iU_ic. w -ri... e.,, dlltU itc ji.ii v, ^ 

^7 lEofewEo Bros Let U 1 UQUUXD**,. 
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" you ; I only mean to indemnify myfelf for the great c\-pence of this 1739; 
“ war. After I have refrefhed my- army at dehiie, and. received the 1 
“ fubfidy 1 which muft be paid, I will leave you in pofieffion of your 
“ dominions." - 

Mahomaied shah heard this lpeech with tliat filence, which tcflifies 
forrow and confufion j tho' it was. fome confolation to receive afTurancc 
of his life and empire. Language fo foreign to that of a court, could not 
but touch the heart of a king, whole weaknefs did not amount to infen- 
fibility. It may perhaps appear a little flrange, that the captive monarch 
fliould be fulfered to return to his own camp; but our furprize" will 
ceafe, if we refled: that nadir had nothing to fear from his military' 
force ; and that as riches were his chief objed, the more gently he con- 
duced himfelf towards the Indians, till he fliould arrive at dehlie, the 
lefs danger there would be of their Concealing or dcltroying their trcafures. 

Mahommed shah retired to his camp, in fome degree relieved from 
his inquietude; tho’ he knew not into what difficulties the avarice of the 
conqueror might plunge him. He' ordered the dead bodies, which lay 
fpread for near the fpace of twelve miles, to be interred ; but thofc who 
were wounded and unable to move, were left to expire, there being no 
one that could afford them any fuccour. At the fame time, the military 
cheft, with all the tceafute of mahommed shah, was brought to nadir. 

Some of the Indian lords, who were forward to ingratiate themfehes 
with the conqueror, reprefented that there were many thoufand horfes 
and camels belonging to thefoldiers and followers of the mogHol’s camp ; 
and as by his clemency thefc people had received quarter, they ought not 
to think it any hardfhip to deliver fuch as his officers fliould think proper 
to chufe. To this he replied ; that the bread of foldicrs depended, in a 
great mcafurc, on their horfes ; and that the lofs of thefc in their pce- 
fent circumflar.ee', might expofe them and their families to beggary ; 
and as he bad given them quarter, they fliould depart unmolcficd. 

Y - The 

1 4 “ 

1 Thu u called a pzucush, or prefect from -n inferior to A leper or. The Can agreed for acx 
lArntj crorc. vhicb v.c Ihall hare octaCcn'to neutron. 
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The Indian camp had been in great dlftrefs almoft from the very 
time they affembled in the plains of karnal. Reprefentation being now 
made, that the futlers * by their extortions had raifed the price of bread' 
to an exorbitant degree, mahommed shah ordered their fhops to be. 
broke open. This anfwered no other purpofe.than to wade and difperfe 
the little provilion that remained, fo that a pound of wheat was not to' 
be had for lefs than the value of four fliillings. What had contributed- 
to-render the provifions fo exceffive dear, was the vigilance of tlje flying, 
parties of the Persian army, who within forty miles round the camp, 
had at different times cut off not lefs than fourteen thoufand Indian 
marauders. 'A body of nadir’s troops, who at this time were fent to 
taniseer, flaughtered a great number of the inhabitants, plundered the 
town, and returned to their camp with a confiderable booty. 

The next day, after the bodies of the Inmans were interred, nadir 
fent an officer with a detachment to take poffeflion of the equipage of the 
great moghol; caufing it to be proclaimed in’ the- camp, that every 
one might retire without fear of being flopped or infulted. He alfo fent" 
llis matter of the ordnance % together with the officer who makes fei- 
zures *, each with five hundred liorfe, to feize all the ordnance and im- 
plements of war belonging to the emperor, and the lords of his court. 
He required moreover that mahommed shah, with his fon sudtaN 
achmed, and his emprefs Malika al zumani l , with their domefiics, 
fhould repair to his camp : accordingly a royal tent was prepared for them 
in front of his own, and a thoufand Persian foldiers were appointed 
as their guard. 

In the mean while, nadir SHAH.difpatched his lieutenant T -cuius 
khan to dehlie, with four tlioufand horfe, to take poffeflion of the 
caftle. Saadit khan was charged with the care of the city, together 
with the houfes and effedts of the inhabitants ; ftridt diredtions were alfo 

given 

r Bahiai. 9, who arc ntolUy trading people to India. They are cf a particular fell, who be* 

1 ji c the tranfmtgratton of fouli, whether of mao or btall , fro-t wher.ee the)' arc rery faatrdeii to 
their cordufl, lc'l they fhojld injure o-e of their own fricodi or relat oas, to the appearance of a 
InlcrbcaU. 1 Tottrcut atiut. * Xaiiaccucii] baiui. 

’ Dhu word [ grrfcj.tic queen of the tar-cr. 
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given him that no injury fhould be done to any of them. This general 
on Ills arrival publifhed the shah s orders, adding, that none of the citi- 
zens fliould dare to moleft the Persians. The governor of the ciftle 
being informed of what had palled on the plains of kaunal, made no 
fcrnple to pay an implicit obedience to the fummons of nadir's lieutenant, 
and admitted him, together with all his troops The palace Has alfo 
prepared for the reception of the Persian monarch. All the valuable 
effedts were fealed up, and a lift prepared of the omras, and all the 
Wealthy inhabitants of the city 

Nadir being mafter of all the jewels and of the military chefts of the 
Indian camp at karnal, gave a gratuity of three months pay to every 
foldier in his army. He then made choice of two hundred pieces of 
cannon, with their carriages, out of the Indian ordnance, and fent them 
with other effefls under a ftrong convoy to CABtii.. 


C I-I A P. XXII. 

i 

March of the pERSitN and Indian armies from karnad to dehlie. 
Nadir’s entrance into dehlie Saadit khan defrost hmfelf. Maf-- 
facre of dehlie. Nadir’ j conduS after the irajjacre. 

T H I S difpofition being made, nadir began his march towards- 
dehlie His advanced guard c confifted of four thoufand men, 
who ferved to efcort his harram, twenty thoufand of his beft cat airy 
guarded them ara proper diftance About two miles behind was ma- 
HOMMED shah, attended by fifty of his principal courtiers, and efcorted 
by twelve thoufand Persians. The Indian lords, at the bead of their 
refpeftive troops, marched at the diftance of a mile from each other, 
having great bodies of the Persian army between them Nadir bim- 
fclf brought up the rear, with the grofs of bis army, the whole com- 
pofed a number of near three hundred and fifty thoufand men *, who 
covered near twelve miles in length, and three in breadth. 

In 

« Koorucc S«\c!I page 249 4 Before tic la c c-gasramt ibe ihdiav s.mj 

Wi near tEu number, icduJ-g J1 ihcr ^tcadaaj . b-ta grc.4 pU cf ihe/c Ead beta &i t wfaJ, 
number* cf ihcm i-nled __ 
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In this manner they proceeded five days march, till they came to 
sonput. This place, together with paniput, and feveral villages, were 
plundered by the Persians, as they marched along. From sonput 
they advanced to nirela, and the next day ‘in the evening they ar- 
rived at the gardens of shalimar. Nadir shah declined going into 
the city in the night, as well on account of the fafety of his perfon, as 
the regard to his (late. He ordered mahommdd, the great mogiiol, 
feated in a -royat litter, and preceded by his ftandards, with two hun- 
dred of the fervants of his court, to march forward into the city. Thefe 
were convoyed by four thoufand Persian horfe, who accompanied the 
Indian monarch to his apartment f . 

Nadir encamped with his forces without the gates. The next morn- 
ing. he marched with great circumfpedtion thro’ the city to the caftle 
attended by a body of twenty thoufand men. Mahoaimed shah had 
already given notice to the inhabitants, when the Persian conqueror 
was to enter the city h ; ordering that all the houfes and /hops fiiould be 
ftiut, and according to the awful refpedt Ihewn to eaftern kings, that no 
perfon fliould prefume to appear in the ftreets. This- order was executed 
with. great exatdnefs ; for of the vaft. number of inhabitants, there were 
no fpeftators of his triumphant entry : a mournful filence reigned through- 
out the city, as if it prefaged fome dreadful calamity. 

Nadir having taken pofleflion.of the caftle, was immediately attended 
by mahommed shah, towatds whom he behaved with great civility. , 
He dillributed his troops into their quarters, and took ail the neceflary 
Hieafures that due obedience iliould be paid to his orders, till the articles 
of peace were regulated with nizam al m'uluck. In the mean while, 
he enjoined his na^sakhchi 1 in the drifted manner, that whoever pre- 
fumed to injure any of the natives, Ihould be puniflied with the fevered 
badonading, or with the Iofs of their ears or nofe, according to the nature 
• of their offence. 1 

The 

•Thcpthof march. r Thu the/ call the AlVflt mahl, which fignplifs the place of 

i °>* 1 G.ltle is uleil jj nonioioajly for Celtic, citadel, or palace, viz. place of defence, 

k v ’'’ 9th of MAjtcir. 1 Thcfc ate the order of foldicrs who are charged with 

pumthment of offences, as already mentioned. 
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The.PERsrANS, however polite in their manners, are bur rude in their xy'ia 
apparel and cultoms, compared witii the delicacy of the Indians In ' 
nadir’s army were alfo many tartars/ whofc rough and favage afpedls 
made fuch imprefiions on the Indians, that they avoided as much as 
poflible all communication with them. * • 

Saadit kiian, who feems to have been a man of warm palfions, and 
of an inconftant difpofition, was now as forward to recommend himfelf 
to his new mailer nadir, as he had been ambitious at icarnal, of ex- 
erting himfelf in the defence of his true fovereign. He went out to 
the gardens of tH/LIMAR to meet nadir shah, and accompanied him 
till he alighted at the palace of dehlic. This lord had flattered himfelf 
with hopes of being admitted to a private audience, in which it was pre- 
fumed he intended to recommend certain meafures for the interefl; of the 
PERSIAN king. Nadir, who had always dirtinguiflied himfelf for his 
penetration, fpoke with great harflinefs to him,' and demanded why he 
had not begun collecting the fubfidies. 

This reproof touched saadit khan to the heart ; his jealouly was 
fired, and he concluded that nizam ad mumick had done him fome ill 
office. Under this anxiety of thought, it is probable the remembrance 
of his infidelity recoiled upon him. He knew that to be fulpedted by a 
prince of fuch a temper as nadir, was but a remove from ruin. Under 
thefe circumflances he retired ■, and defpair drove him to the fatal ex- 
pedient of taking poifon. 

Such is oftentimes the fate of men who fwerve from the paths of 
honour, and bewilder themfelvcs in the mazes of iniquity. Thofe prin- 
ciples which intice them to forfake the interelb of their country, in order 
to gratify a private pafiion or refentmenr, hardly ever fupportthem under 
a change of fortune, or the preflure of calamities. . 

What had palled on the plains of karnal, and the havock created 
by the fword and famine, was but a prelude to the diflrefi which heaven 
permitted to fall upoq the unfortunate inhabitants of deueie. The next 
it day- 
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day k after nadir’s arrival, was a feafl of facri5ce 1 with the Indians, 
and the new-year’s-day of the Persians. Nadir's lieutenant, tieh- 
mas KIIAN, fent feveral Persian liorfemcn of the niessickiichi to the 
granaries ", ordering them to be opened, and the price of corn to be 
fixed. This not being done to the fatisfaftion of the propiietors, occa- 
fioncd the affembling a mob. Sayd neaz khan, and feveral other 
perfons of diftindtion, put theinfelves at their head, and killed the Per- 
sian horfemen. 

After this unwarrantable adf, a report was foon fpread that nadir 
aii was (lain * 5 upon which tile tumult increafed. All idle perfons 
and men of defperate fortunes joined them, and marched towards the 
eaftie. A party of Persian horfe, which was polled near the entrance, 
were forced to retire with fome lofs. In the mean while, feveral Per- 
sians whom SAYD NEAZ khan had taken as a fafc-gnard to his houfe, 
were treacheroufly (hut up in a room, and burnt alive. The foldiers 
who were lodged in the palace of the deceafed deyran khan, and other 
great houfcs and caravanfcrais, were obliged to retreat to their quarters, 
and remain under arms the whole night. The cannon and harqucbufies 
on the ramparts of the cafle, as well as thofe in the houfes occupied by 
the Persians, were difchargcd at the mob,, but without quelling the 
infurrcdhon. 

The next morning nadir, at the head of a (Irong party of his troops 
Wiled out of the palace, with an intention to fupprefs the tumult. Whe- 
ther die difeovery of the dead bodies of feveral of his foldiers, fired him 
with the defperate rcfulution of ordering the inhabitants to be maflacred, 
does not clearly appear \ If we may judge from his natural cruelty and 
infatiable avarice, it is not unreafonable to believe, that he at once deli- 
vered up the city, without any limitation, to (laughter and pillage. His 

orders 

‘Tte'0>,. c ru«,cu. ‘Eipioha. - Thereat* called rAltAcuvj.i. 

* i , I 40 ! 1 ' 6 kco 10 taicbceaw the Cusc cecuraOisce* cf (Id-Sen ai the re All am, ,a their 

rejt ton ere jean aftenta I, at aitaaaad, Mho Enl took anal, and lien Cattc.-ci themklto, and 
ci en repotted, that i,ui, „iaii ivudead. • Mr. paaxia, nho hai pten the aiunotua 

lor roa of t.e uaeAtUoe, in oineir, fay,, that the foiien Mete at £Hl otdctcd ncl to do any batna 
10 t-e tnascent. Bat latter, ate bad jal£cj in facia enfet. 
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Orders were in an inftant obeyed : a place taken by ftorni never exhibited 
a greater fcene of horror. The Persian foldiers having fpread them- 
felves, broke open houfes and palaces, flaughtering with an unbrid(ed 
fury, with very little diftinflion of age or fex. This bloody fcene ex- 
tended above fix miles p . 

Many who had fled from the neighbouring country to take refuge in 
the city, aflembled in a body to defend their lives; thefe were joined by 
jev/ellers, money-changers, and rich fhop-keepers. The phyfician of 
the court put himfelf at their head, and defpair fupplied the place of 
flrength and refolution. Thefe unhappy people fought bravely for fome 
time, but being fo little accuflomed to the ufe of arms, they had only 
the fatisfa&ion of dying fvvord in hand. 

Lutf ali khan conducted this bloody bufinefs in one quarter of the 
town : sirbullind khan, an Indian lord, whofe reputation and vene- 
rable afped: had charms not to be refilled, rufhing from his palace, proflrated 
himfelf before the Persian general, and reprefented that the inhabitants of 
that part of the city were innocent ; and begging for their lives, he offered 
to pay a large, ranfom, which was accepted, and the flaughter ceafedr 

In the mean time nizam -al mueuck was flung with remorfe at 
the fight of fo fad a fpe&acle, and confcious of his guilt, in being in 
fome meafure the occafion of it% went and threw himfelf at nadir’s 
feet, intreating his mercy, for the unfortunate remains of fo flouridl- 
ing a city. After a torrent of reproaches, nadir gave orders for the re- 
call of his foldiers. 

This carnage lafled from eight in the morning till three in the after- 
noon ; about four hundred of the Persians were killed, but of the citi- 
zens not lefs than one hundred and ten thoufand. All the jewellers and 
goldfmiths fliops were plundered, and many of them let on fire. Private 
houfes had no better fortune : and the palaces of the great partook of the 
i common 

r Demi. ie is reprefented to be a very large city * Becaufe of his treafonable cor- 

jefpondence, which is fuppofed to ba\ e been a room*, to the mnfion 
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1739. common ruin. Next morning the inhabitants were ordered, under the 
fever eft penalties, to bury their dead. Thefe unhappy people had not 
even time to diftinguiflr the mahommedans- from the pagans : the latter, 
however abominable to muffulmen, even after death, were either tumbled 
into one common grave, or confumed together in funeral piles, after the 
manner of the pagans- ' 

As to thofe who were fhut up in houfes, numbers of their bodies were > 
not brought out for burial till after nadir's departure : what ’horrid fpec- 
tacles they were then, the reflection is fhocking to humanity- Many 
who were jealous of their honour killed their wives, and then com- 
mitted murder on themfelves. Numbers were burnt in their houfes,. 
efpecially women and children ; nor did the fword fpare even the infant 
at his mother’s breaft. Horror and defpair had plunged the inhabitants 
into fuch diftrefe,' that near ten thoufand women threw themfelves into> 
wells i of thefe,.' fome were afterwards taken out alive r - 

-When the (laughter began, the mob who had been the apparent occa- ■ 
fion of it difappeared, and left the innocent to fuffer. The leading peo- 
ple of this fatal tumult had been fo infatuated, as to think that a mob 
might effett what the imperial army of India had hardly any chance of 
t executing : feveral of thefe were taken prifoners, among whom was sayd 
neaz khan z. nizam al muluck and the vizir pleaded hard for him, 
hut in vain ; nadir ordered his belly to be ripped open, and in this, 
deplorable manner he expired- 

The prifoners brought before the pjersian king amounted to feveral> 
thoufands; of thefe the greatefl part were women, of whom many, con- 
trary to the difeipline he had eflabliflied, and contrary to the facred rights, 
of humanity, had upon this occafion fuffered the mofl infamous treat- 
ment. Nadir ordered them to be conduced to their refpedtive houfes, 
where they retired in circumfhnces of the deepeflfdiftrefs. 

The 

* One remarkable incident happened of a certain man who burnt twenty women of his family 
and then Ending that die foldiers had nulled his houfe, went oat to acquaint them he had large cffcils.;. 
thefe the foldiers took, but left him unhurt, upon. which he murdered himfclE- 
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The amount of the Jofs in houfts, effefts and liches, in fo rich a 
city, muft have been very conliderabie : but in fuch a confufion, it is 
probable many valuable things were loft. Large fums were brought into 
nadir’s treafury ; and the booty which the Persian foldiers referred to 
themfelves, as afterwards appeared, was 'very important. 

Before the maftacre at dehlic, a party of the Persian forces had been 
ft-nt to feize the cannon at the palace of an Indian lord. Thefe had been 
alfo treacheroufly fet upon and murdered, by a body of tartar ,mo- 
chols 1 . Nadir being informed of this accident, fent a large detach- 
ment, who fell upon thofe people and flaughtered near fit thoufand of 
them. The Persians brought away the ordnance, together with three 
hundred perfons of the chief rank among them. Nadir caufed the 
heads of thefe immediately to be llruck off, and their bodies to be 
thrown into the retee ‘. 

After this, a proclamation was made, that all perfons Ihould purfue 
their employments, and that none of the Persian foldiers ihould hurt or 
moleft them. To prevent the ordinary confequences of fuch calamities, 
nadir gave orders that the granaries fliould be fealed up “, and guards 
fet over them. He alfo commanded feveral parties of cavalry to in- 
veft the city, that no perfon might go out of it without a particular li- 
cenfe. Many whom hunger and mifery induced to leave this dreadful 
fcene, were arrefted by the Persian guards, who cut off their ears or 
nofes. 

So fevere a conduit was foon followed by the diftrels of many thou- 
fands, who had been plundered of their money and effeits; for provilions 
were become excefiive dear. The people who were not the proper in- 
habitants of the city applied to nadir shah, chufing rather to die by a 
fpecdy effeit of lus anger, than to perifli more flowly with hunger. 
Thefe went to him in a body, and in tears of anguiih and diftrefs proftrated 
themfelves, and begged for bread. Even the cruel nadir was touched with 
Z 2 their 

1 Thefe are called sfOcHoa roue*. * The user of DEULie * f ' 

tersia -Snell as rossia, the fcaliog op doors by meads cf a bic of Anns swtb feme bees s' a* 
smprefied with a feat, is looted opoa mcic lacxed thaa an) loch. 
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their misfortunes, and gave them liberty of retiring to teiud-abad, in 
order to buy provifions. ' - 


CHAP. XXIII. 

Male adminijlration of riza kouli myrza, regent of Persia. Rebel- 
lion of the arabs againft the Persian government . Conduff of the 
Persian embajjador at Constantinople. 

D URING this fcene of mifery and devaluation at deh lie, Per- 
sia ftiU groaned under a tyrannical government. Riza kouli 
myrza the regent, by pra&ifing all the arts of cruelty and extortion, 
foon incurred the hatred of the people. In order to cover his ra- 
pacious avarice, he took the fpecious name of a merchant : thus he ar- 
bitrarily monopolized the raw filk on his own terms,, and obliged the 
manufacturers to take it of him again at the price he was pleafed to im- 
pofe. In the vanity of his heart he wrote to his father, to acquaint him 
that he had gained a million five hundred thoufand crowns ", without 
doing wrong to any man. Nadir, jealous of fuch extraordinary abilities 
in his foil, defired him to explain himfelf. Riza kouli anfwered, that 
he had tuined merchant, and obtained it by commerce, of which he 
fent him a certificate x . * 

The shah, who was not to be eafily impofed on, reprefented to him 
the injurous confequences of fuch proceedings j that if he had fo great a 
pafiion for trade, a fifhery * fliould be appointed him, from whence he 
might draw a confiderable profit, without invading any property, or di- 
minifhing the advantages which belonged to fair traders, by whom na- 
tions 

w 7 jo,coo * Tim certificate of lm fair dealing was indeed teftified by the merchants of \ 

reshd, but it was obtained by compuUnc means, through the interpofition of his principal agent 
hadcurs 6xo ou k. r At i time when the fuccefs of the herring filhery feems to be fu- 

fpefted by mapy, « may be worth while to reflefl on this advice cf nari r. £haii , his noicn feems 
to infe from reafon and nature, without difeourfe or argument , for iilh is fo finall an article of the 
food of tre pe rsi A x i, that « feems llrange that nadir. Ihould ftumble on the thought. 
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tions are enriched. Upon the whole, he was fo much difpleafcd at In's i 7W , 
fon’s admimftration, that he lent a decree, confirming all governors and 
magiflrates in their polls, till he fhould return from zndia. Tins inci- 
dent was fo contumelious a reproach to the prince, that it laid the foun- 
dation of his rebellion, as we fhall have occafion to relate. 

The Persians rejoiced at the fuccefs of their king over the Indian 
monarch; and the value of the riches taken from that prince Here re- 
prefcnted as ineflimable. What tended to flatter them into the hopes of 
halcyon days, was the arrival of a meflenger, who brought a decree * 
from nadir shah, which exempted them from taxes for a whole year, 
to commence from the tenth of march. The officers, who had begun 
to colledt the money, were ordered, to refund ; which they performed 
accordingly. 

Amidft all thefe rapid vidlories, Persia was not free from alarms. 

Some of her fubjedls in the fouth took the advantage of the shah’s ab- 
fcnce, and threw off their yoke. Nadir had ordered feven of his fliips 
to be prepired in the Persian gulpb, for fome expedition which he 
had meditated *: the perstaN commander look this occafion tofeizethe 
barks belongmg to the Houles, a tribe of arabs, and would not permit 
any of them to crofs the ftreight of ormus. This gave occafion for a 
revolt, in which the Persian fliips were taken by thefe Arabians, and 
feveral of them burnt. 

Taghi khan, the governor of shir vss, foon after embarked a great 
number of men in fmall vefiels 1 ’, and went to cliaflile the rebels. In 
the mean time the mascats, another tribe of the arab-, fitted out 
feveral fliips, apprehending a vifit from the Persians. Their fears 
were foon removed, for the hoults were an over-match for their 
enemies: the prRSiAN forces were repuifed, with the lofs of near two 
thoufund of their men. This event however encouraged the iman * ot 

MASCAT, 

* Ha is csjlnl aaaoasi I'i * n a wV ch is a esiac giTcfi it b> fom", I II'I..I £ Is care 

proper to India 4 it u fan! they were ntCRvIed to fa J rc-nJ, axul go up. tie l*3Bi, to 

carry troops tojon the anry, whsch was ot the mare-h to t <u ia , f cw practicable tlus b', l 
c-ioct detem ne Vr c are io*d aluaudks cane do vn the i n bd *. t Ta.'fJ’i-.a* 

* I he chief of the a a a e i a »* s on the oppo£ c tie of the gu’ph 



,32 , THE HISTORY OF Part IV. 

1739, MASCAT, to accept the offer of a defenfive alliance with the hqules, in 
order to fupport their mutual liberty, again!! all attempts of the Per- 
sians. 

But the greateft uneafinels tvas created by the Turks. Nadir, not- 
withftanding his great diltance, endeavoured to poffefs them with the 
terror of his arms ; that they might not take advantage of his abfence to 
make a peace with the Russians and invade Persia. He fent two em- 
baffadors to them from kandahar, of whom the laft, mahommed riza 
khan, arrived at Constantinople in November laft year) and in the 
beginning of the next month was admitted to an audience of the grand 
fignior. The khan affured his highnefs in the moft elegant and exalt- 
ed terms, “ That his mafter, the shar, had the greateft defire to live 
“ in perfedt amity with him ; but that the means of doing this was to 
“ yield up diardekir, in the fame condition it was in during its fubjec- 
" tion to the Persian empire' 1 . He alfo pretended to the upper ar.me- 
“ nia : and further infilled that the grand fignior Ihould renounce his alii- 
“ ance with the great moghol; that the new fortifications made at 
“ hagdat, fince the provifional treaty of peace, concluded three years 
“ before,- Qiould be demolilhed; and that the Persian caravans Ihould 
“ have every where a free paffage in the dominions of the ottoman 
“ empire." 

Thefe demands appearing capricious as well as infolent, the Turk- 
ish niinifters, though they dreaded a war with Persia, feetned by no 
means difpofed to comply with them ; 011 the contrary, they declared that 
the grand fignior would make a peace with the emperor of the romans, 
and the emprefs of Russia, and engage in a frefli war with Persia, rather 
than fubmit to luch dilhonourable conditions. What added to the di- 
ftrcfs of the port, was the rebellion of sare ben oglou in natolia. 
Nadir might flatter himfelf into a belief of ielhng his friendfliip for 
fame very valuable confidcration ; but his intcreft was to keep the 
Turks deeply engaged in a war with Russia ; that fo he might find them 

the 

* Thu coectty ca, Tenacity put of -jejoi-otaijia, and the action boandaty of the hwcdcn 
of AtiUU, 
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the more weakened, when he ihould return to fill up the meafure of his 1739. 
viftories'over them. 

Nadir alfo fent an embaflador to the court of sr. Petersburg, with 
which he had a more natural intereil : that cour't was alfo very ienfible 
how little his friendllup was to be depended on , however, it was fome 
fatisfadtion that he was very far from having entered into any clofe con- 
nexion with the Turks, tho’ he was not engaged in a war with them. 


CHAP. XXIV. 

Nadir gives his foldiers a gratuity. Contribution of aud m brought to- 
dehlie. Sirbullind khan appointed chief colieSior of the contribu- 
tion. Hu declai atom to nizasi al aiulvck. Barbarous treatment of 
the INDIANS 111 colliding the contributions. The value of the treasure 
collided. 

W E return now to India, to fee how the mighty ravagcr con- 
duced himfelf after fpilling fo much innocent blood : we fliall 
find that his avarice was in no refpedts inferior to his cruelty. Thefe 
indeed are vices twin-born from the regions of darhnefs, and increafe in 
malignity in proportion to the power by which they arc fupported. 

N adir being now mailer of vail treafures, paid his army their arrears ', 
and in order to encourage them to bring in their plunder, he added a 
gratuity alfo. Thefe payments were made in his own coin, which was 
ftruck upon this occifion, with this inilription : 

“ Nadir the mailer of fortune, and the king of kings, is the moil 
“ powerful prince of the earth.”' 

The reverfe was: 

“ May God perpetuate his reign.” 

The 

• TvtcUe month* pay tot HO coo men, at lie ordinary compoiaeon tj 3,400,000/ b-t 11 a 
probable that the richer he fojml at ctsut, enabled hm, to pay hit atiay on the occaaea 0/ htj 
ularg th-t place , and coaTcq-cally he thd not dab are near fo Urge a font 00 lha o trader-. 
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The great bufinefs was the collection of thpfc vaft fums, which na- 
PIR exacted of the great moghol and his fubje&s. T^ehmas khan 
had been charged to watch over the conduct of saadit khan. Thi* 
Indian general e had accepted the commifiion of.compeUing his country? 
men to deliver up their riches, agreeably to the refpeCtive quotas to be 
Jcvied'on them : upon his deceafe, his nephew, mahomm,ed khan, was 
called upon to deliver in an account of all Ids uncle’s effects, which 
amounted to a million fterling f . Great part of this was brought from 
his government, under an efcort of a thoufand Persian horfe : but the 
futn was two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds fliort of what saadit 
khan had engaged to pay. 

Sirbuelind khan, already mentioned as the perfon by.vvhofe inter- 
cefiion the mafTacre was flopt in his quarter, though poor, was much re- 
fpe&ed : the corruptions of the court had not tainted his integrity. Na- 
dir. cxcufcd him from paying any tax himfelf, as knowing his inability ; 
but thefe very reafons rendered him worthy of the greateft truft 5 hence 
he was appointed to colled: from other people the free gift 5 , and contri- 
bution \ His age and infirmities in fome meafure obftru&ed his vigi- 
lance: nadir therefore acquainted him, that if he meant to avoid the 
weight of his anger, he would do well to exert himfelf. Two hundred 
foldiers were afiigned him as a guard in the execution of this office. He 
was alfo charged to oblige all perfons in public employment to produce 
all the borfes, camels, and elephants, belonging to the crown, that pro- 
per choice might be made of them for the ufc of the Persian army." 

This khan faw to what extremities he muft reduce the people in the 
execution of this dangerous commifiion : it is fome confolation however 
to honeff men under fuch circumftanccs, that they may. alleviate a mif- 
fortunc, and execute their charge with humanity ; when a perfon of a 
different character would aggravate the evil, and render it dill a heavier 
weight to the calamitous. Sm- 

I ufc U>e tcimj general 3rd knl 35 werdj tail arc famdar a-.d erephatical, ard com ev, I think-, 
a dra.tgcr -Jca than the motax ranvci. It may however Le proper to reraaik, that aauoii or 
x*vo» a the ordinary c:Ic ghea the omiaj or ihdias lordr who are governor* j wai* fig- 

11 r:ccu} *' 31 «haj( hc ica y fuppofe ua» in a not ». 

* : > of ruf«a, or one million derljig. The fum promifcJ ivit a cxcre or ico I acfc*, 
•q W 1, .50,00-3/. t Tin, they cell the rmucuix. . fc Th* ii « JicJ 

Uc eiATKA, at f-;ccd contnb.wa. * Makiusoau. 
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.Sirbullind khan faw to wliat extremities he mult reduce the inha- 
bitants in the execution of this dangerous commiflion, but there was no 
remedy j t.shmas khan and mustapha khan k , pretied him to enter 
upon the office affigned him. This old man, in the, fulnefs of his heart, 
addreffing himfelf to nizam al MUDucK, who was then pnjfent, ipokc 
to ‘this effea ct I have long forefeen the misfortune which has over- 
“ taken us ; I often reprcfented to the emperor the danger of an eafy 
<c fecurity, and defired him to fend a trufty embatiador with Urge pte- > 
a fents into Persia, to divert the florm which was breaking out on that 
“ fide. ' We might have appeafed the refentment of the shah, and liyed 
ct with him in friendfliip: but the courtiers would not liften to my ad* 

** vice j they imagined that what I faid was only with a view to fbmepri- 
fC vate intereft j and whilft they neglefted to fecond my counfel, they pro- 
“ pofed no kind of expedient to avert the impending danger: at length/ 
“ we fee to what a calamitous itiue things are reduced. 'For my own 
f< part, had I been poiTeiTed of money, I would have fent it all to kan- 
“ dahar, rather than have given any provocation to the shah to have 
{t made fo extraordinary an expedition. However, we have now no re- 
° medy ; we mud raife the immenfe fum of twenty crores J , if the money 
" is to be found, which God only can tell whether it be pofilble to ratfe 
“ under the prefent diftretied condition of the capital.” 


Nizam ad muluck made no reply to thisfpeech. In whatever degree 
he was anfwerable for the misfortune, he faw too plainly the miflake he had 
committed, as the fum demanded of himfelf was no lefs than one crore and 
a half”. He, together with the vizir and devran khan, had received one 
crore a , which had been iflued out of the royal treafury for the military chefl, 
when they marched againft the Persians : of the two former nadir 
demanded an account of this fiim j he alfo ordered them to fend to their 

refpeftive 


This was the man to whom I was under fuch Angular obligation* in the camp $f H 4 D,a 1HAH 
m march 1744. J Twenty five millions of pounds. Thu was the fum which mzam 

At muluck after the battle of kar va l had agreed to pay the shah, exclufnc of the jew s, go , 
plate, and other neb goods belonging to the emperor and the lords of his court " 003 • 

9 1,250,000/. 

Vo:.. IV T 
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refpedtive governments for all the treafure, belonging either to them^ 
felves or the crown. 

Nizam ax, muluck reprefented, that when he left deccan, he efta- 
blilhed his fon .as his deputy, giving him poffeffion of all his effeAs ; 
that all the world knew his fon had refufed to deliver up his govern- 
ment, and was no longer in his power ; that nadir himfelf was only- 
capable of reducing him and the rebellious princes of deccan. 

This anfwer, which was in fome degree true, ferved to divert the 
shah from purfuing a point in its nature hardly pradlicable. It was very 
plain he thought it unfafe to penetrate deeper into the country, left he 
fhould never get out of it again. Kummir o’din khan, the vizir, was 
treated with greater feverity. He endeavoured to elude the payment of 
the large 'contribution demanded of him ; nadir therefore caufed him 
to be expofedopcnly to the fun, which is reckoned a punifhment contu- 
melious as well as painful, and in that country dangerous to the health. 
At length, he extorted from him a whole crore of rupees °, befides a 
great value in precious ftones and elephants. His fecretary, who was alfo 
a man of fortune, was taxed in a large fum, and delivered to sirbullin d 
khan, in order to be tortured. if he did not pay it; however, he pre- 
vented this perfection by a dofe of poifon. 

A fum of money was now iffued out of the treafury for the charge of 
fifty horfemen, who were ordered to march to Bengal, with diredtions 
to the governor to fend feven crores of rupees'. The vakeel * of that 
kingdom, who was then prefent at dehlie, faid that fo much -money 
would load a firing of waggons to reach from thence to the capital. 
Being feverely beaten for his farcafm, he went liome, and revenged him- 
felf by taking poifon together -with, his whole family. 

The Indians of diftindlion feem to have a great fenlibility of fuch in- 
dignities. The gentler treatment to which they had been accuftomed, 

gave 

MS a.eoa/. t 8,750,000/ I never beard that he received any money from thence* 

tho* the province WM a'aroed. The riches of dehlie feened to fill up die mcafarc of hu avarice,, 
great as K was. t The lieutenant governor. 
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gave them very different imprefiions ‘from what ,the Persians received 17, e. 
in the like circumftanceS. 

It is not eafy to conceive with what rigor thefe contributions, were 
levied ; and what numbers deftroyed. themfelves with 'their own’dwnds, 
to be delivered from the tortures and punilhments with which they were 
threatened. No barbarities were left unpraaffed : the tax impofed was 
ftriftly exa&ed, tho’ in the computatiomof the refpeaive abilities of the 
inhabitants, numerous miftakes were made; befides, as there were no 
purchafers of their eff e a s , except the- Persians, hardly a quarter of 
their value i was paid. The confequence of this was, that many left their 
efefts and their families at the mercy of the Persians, and made their 
efcape to acbau abad. Here the governor received them, determined 
to refill any of the flying parties who (hould appear in his diftrnfl ; for 
which purpote he appointed fix thoufand horfe to proteft thofe who fled 
to him for Ihelter. 

Mean while all the inhabitants of any confideration were obliged to 
declare under their hand-writing,, what money and effefts they were pof- 
fefied.of; that if it fliould be afterwards found they had concealed any 
thing, they might be punilhed with the utmoft feverity; and in this pro- 
cefs a fufpicion was often deemed a proof. 

The commifiioners appointed for the collefiion fat every day, from 
fun-rife till evening, during which time there was very little refpedt 
lhewn to perfons/ At length, about the middle of April, the fum of 
four crores r was extorted from the merchants and common people. In 
the royal treafuries were found three crores * of money ; but in the in- 
ward vaults, which hud' been fhut during many reigns, they difeovered a 
much larger value c . Nor mull we forget to mention the peacock throne, 
which was rich in jewels, and valued at a prodigious fum. The whole 
of the treafure amaffed upon this occafion, is eftimated as follows : 

A a 2 ' Jewel* . 

■ 000, 000/ ■ 3,750,000/. • The different retails wo hive bid of this 

extraordinary rapine, arc for the mod part upon the marvelous , and literal sinters have /offered 
their imaginations to travel much fader than their judgment. The mod probable accouot tahici 
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- Crores. 

Jewels taken from the great moghol 

and the Indian lords 

The peacock throne, with nine others,-! 

alfo feveral weapons and utenfils all k 9 — 
garmthed with precious Hones — J 
Gold and filver plate, and money, which) _ 

nadir melted down into large ingots J 
To thefe we may add the rich manufac- 
tures of many kinds 

Cannon, warlike llores, furniture, and 
other valuable commodities — 




Part IV. 
/. 

3 1,250,000 

11.250.000 

37.500.000 
2,500,000 
5,000,000 


1 

CHAP. XXV. 

Nadir marries bis fecond fen to tie niece of maiiommed shah. Tbe 
prcfents he males to that prince and tbe Indian lords. Tbe great 
moguol'j cejjim of all tbe country on tbe weft of tbe Indus. NadirV 
adxtce to that prince He begins bis march from dehlie, and miijcrs 
Its atm) Value of tbe damage done tbe Indians 


\X 7 H I L S T nadir was thus glutting himfelf with treafures, he 
V V aftcdtcd to cftablith a lading fncndthip with the great ho- 
guol. With this view he demanded cambarche, the niece of that 
prince, 111 marriage for his fccond fon nesr ali myrza. Their nup- 
tials were according!) confummatcd on the 27th of march, with forac 
appearances of that fatisfadtion which fuch alliances generally create in 




.b<fc mta a feventy mi Eon. PcAo- I amid Dra come m ^ Wal f & 

".‘o. Ja JaT A ’ T' * “V h “ F of T 

t w , P " q °“ U wlach I adop . niiu it Jncmy 

‘ft “Yr ** ““>* ° f *' wdl u-amntf da. a 
fcl „ 1 l". ^oliod of our moeey Of Uu fom, ihiny 

tin. eu-ieoi Ere hoalied iioaf,»d poe-i, u competed m sold ad Oar ‘ 
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the families of princes. Mahommed shah was in no circumftances to 1739, 
make his niece prefents fuitable to his own rank, or her condition , how- 
ever, he fent her fifty thoufand rupees in money «, and as much in 
jewels Nadir himfelf added to thefe the value of five hundred thou- 
faod rupees jn jewels * 

1 

It might be prefumed that this alliance was calculated for political 
ends, either to preferve his authority over the Indians, or to retain fomc 
part of his conqueff by right of dowry to the young pnncefs but tins 
was not the cafe. Nadir knew that he could not fupport Jus fovereignty 
over fo vaft: a country, and govern a people fo different in manners tho* 
of a genius milder and more tradable than the Persians r , by any au- 
thority but what was derived from the fword. So far then as fuch au- 
thority could be extended, he might reafonably hope to fupport his con- 
queft, and farther than this, alliances by marriage could be of no figmfi- 
cation Befides, the marriages of mahommedan princes, who take 
feveral wives, ought to be confidered m a different light from thofe of 
chnftian kings , tho’ it is a means fometimes ufed among them, is w ell 
as chnftians', to confolidate their friendfhips. , 

Perhaps nadir took this occafion to make the firft mention of his* 
defire that the province of cabul, with all the country on the weftern 
banks of the indus, from the fort of attok, fhould be jielded to him. 

And what difficulty could the trembling monarch of hindo$tan make, 
to abandon his right to thofe provinces, wfolft he found himfelf in the 
hands of a conqueror, who confidered It as an ad of clemency to grant 
him even his life ? 

During thefe tranfadions in dehlie, the Persians marauded fpr thirty 
or forty miles round the capital, plundering the villages, laying waffe tile 
fields, and killing the inhabitants who refifted Numbers of thefe were 
left without’any provender for their cattle, which added greatly to their 
d iff refs 

t * Nadir, 

a 6 ->5Q/ , * Five lacks, 0162.500/ * The Persian? are polite 

and genJt in their deportment, and fubmiffive to their fupenors , but their tafte for arms, and their 
repug nan cy to be ruled by a tyran. and ufurper, has been proved fufficiently 
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Nadir, who was determined that due obedience Ihould be paid to all 
his decrees, remembred that which related to the conformity of the 
cchias and sunnis , The fall and repentance, in commemoration of the 
death of imam hassan, and imam hussein*, falling out m the month 
of march, he caufed it to be proclaimed, that no perfon whatever, either; 
of his own army, or of the fubjefts of the great moghol, Ihould 
prefume to mention the words tazia'ot matim This however 
did not hinder, but that fome of his own foldiers, in the camp without 
the city, beat their breads, and made lamentations according to their 
former cullom , for which they were feverely punilhed. 

The feene was now drawing near a clofe : the grandeur of a great 
prince and a conqueror called on nadir for lome afts of generofityu 
Thofe Indian lords, who had been employed in tiling their influence 
and authority tO; called the vail tteafutes he had amafled, ,were intitlcd 
to fome regard, tho’ it were but a mark of honour. 

For thefe, fotty-two prefents k were provided, confiding each of three, 
four, or five pieces of gold or filver duflfs, according to their relpedtive 
ranks. Thofe appointed for nizam al muluck, sikbullind khan, ( 
the great vizir, kummir o’din kiian and mahommed khan bun- 

gush, 

f The two fons of ali often mentioned * Signifies mourning * Death 

b Thefe are called kiialast, which properly figmfies perfc& or accompliflicd . a robe of honour! 
gvenbyihe king See Vol III page 4 j * Signifies the moon of religion. They 

tell a remarkable (lory of th s perfon, wuh relation to hu fon naoaeoot'f khan, who d (appeared 
at carnal, and it was rcafonablc to prefumcfdl in the field of battle Soon after this time, the 
fcAjAii of r ervir met a yoing man in the fiabit of a dervish, whom he took to be bedreddir 
rh am, whofe perfoT was well known to him The ra j ah having a great fnendCnp for the tizir, 
fcnt an cap. efs to court, to inform that m nifler of tl e joy ful news that his fon was found In the mean 
while, the young man was rcccncd by the rajah wuh theutmo l politcncfii and a(Fe£bon, and death- 
ci in the richefl mai ncr, agreeable to his fuppofed qaahty The \ air was tranfported with joy at 
the news, and rcccncd the compliments of hu fnends upon thu happy occafion Orders were tbf- 
patched imnicd-audy to the rajah, to fend the fuppofed fon to court t a nch palarkui was prepared, 
and mounted on an depharr, and th- young man was conveyed with peat pomp by five hundred* 
horfe as far « acb a ra jiao, where he was rcccncd with great marks of difim&icnby the foldiers 
aid donefltes, wl om the suit Jwd fent to meet him hrom thence he was cocduOed to the capi 
r. Thc 7 0uc £ mm was no fooccr arrived thae, than the vair reccired him with open arms, and 
over him Uc t ars of joy and paternal afic&ica the ref crab lance was fo great, that thc vizir 

s i menaced 
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gush, an. Indian genera!/ who had alio been of great fervice to’ the 
Persian monarch, were much more confiderable, confining of three 
rich veftments, a turbant, with'a Persian fabre and knife, the handles 
of which were mounted with gold, 1 and enameled. This ceremony was 
performed on the firft of may, and all the omras were ordered to at- 
tend at the general divan, where mahommed shah their own fovereign 
was prefent : they were alfo entertained with the morning’s repaft‘ i . n 
- > ' 

Upon this occafion, the great moghol himfelf received marks of 
the friendihip of the Persian monarch, viz. a crown, a bracelet', a 
fillet f , and a girdle richly fet with jewels. To thefe were added an en- 
amelled dagger *, and two fwords, the handles of which were fet with 
jewels. Nadir shah with his own hand placed the crown on the 
GREAT moghgl’s head, as if he’meant to figmfy, that to his arm the 
Indian monarch was indebted for his dominions He alfo declared 
with an imperious air, which at once argued his contempt of the In- 
dians, and die mod lofty conceit of his own power, that if the lords of 
the court were ; omiffive in their duty, he would call them to fevere ac- 
count , that they ought to confider him always as near, fince he could 
be with them in forty days from kandahar. < 

Whether 


entertained not the lead jcalbufy, but imagined his fuppofeJ fon jelled, when h& declared in the" 
feme manner he had done to the rajah, that he was not bedreddin kha.n ' The delation was 
earned fo far, that he uas introduced to the harram, and prerented to his fuppofed mother His 
countenance, his ftacure, his voice and air, periuaded this lad/ alfo that he was her fon , but as he 
Hill perfifled that he was nor, her curiofity induced her to examine his bod/, as bedreddin khan 
had a mark in a particular place What pen can dcfcribe her forroW and confufion, when fee dif- 
coicred that he was not her fon I The indignity of a ft ranger being brought to her apartment aggra- 
vated the misfortune „ whiJft the young man complamcd of their incredulity, by compelling him to- 
fiibmit to fuch an extremity Under thefe circumftances, the vizir offered to adopt him as his fon, 
and by that means jt once wipe off the flam, and enjoy fame part of the plcafures of a father, in 
the fociety of one who fo much refcmbled bn real Ton But neither was this practicable, for the 
true father of this young man, who thought he had loft him, was no foorver informed of the adven- 
ture, than he reclaimed his Ion, with the joy that is natural to a tender parent d This^ 

we may call either breakfaft or dumer, as their cjftom is not to cat till about r t o'clock, after which 
the ee/ui ans only eat once more in the day. See Vol I page zzg “ Which, 

the Indians call bazoubund r This they call a sirpeach, which is wore rou id the 

turbaflt *• pcr r ons of great diibnftion generally have them fet witn precious, ftoncs. * Which, 

the INDIANS callcu'CtARZl, 
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Whetliet any particular ceremony was performed upon the moghol’s 
yielding up the Indian dominiqns which nadir claimed, does not ap- 
peal , but this feems to be the proper place to mention the extraordinary 
ceffion made to the Persian king, which was as follows : 

n May God perpetuate the reign of nadir shah, who is exalted as 
« saturn m glory like mars 1 , in pomp like Alexander , Ibve- 
« r eign of the kings of the earth ; the fliadow of the Almighty, and 
“ the refuge of iseam ’, whofe court is the heavens ra . 

« The niimlWrs ” of the fultan, who is merciful, and the emperor, 
a who is auguft, formerly fent embaifadors to us to treat of certain de- 
“ mands, with which it was our purpofe to comply. The embafiador 
>■ MAIIOMMED khan turkuman, not long fince arrived here from 
“ kandahar to remind us thereof; but our minifters having delayed 
“ the embiffador, and poftponed anfwering the letters of his fublime 
“ majefty, it at length, produced fuch a mifunderftanding between us, 

“ jtliat his victorious ai my came into hindostan. We encountered in 
“ rue fields of karnal, where vidtory arofe in the eaft of his "unde- 
“ clinnig fortune 

“ As his fublime majefty is mighty as jumsheid ", the greateft of the 
V turkujians, and the fource of goodnefs as well as valour; relying 

“ on 

h Saturn is Sy,ooo miles diftant from the eirth , hence, tho’ it appears fo fmall, aftronomers 
mention it as twenty times the diameter of the earth The ring, which furrounds his middle like 
an arch, contains forty five diameters of the earth How does the mind labour to reach the vail 
cApanfe, jut is not this more to infinite fpace than 1 moment to eternity 1 * There is alfo 

a companion made with mars, viz. «* impetuous as the god of war ” but this feems to be drop- 
ping the figure with. regard to mars as a p'anet, Being placed between jupiter and thf suN, 
it might imply power and g'ory^ It is true, a mere apt mcarmg might hive been cloaked, if the 
Indian or Persian aftrologcrs agreed with thofe of Europe, with regard to the appearances of 
mars, with a ruddy troubled light, fuppofed to be cncompafled with a cloudy atmofphcrc j if 
they had dated under the notion of a paRegync to tell a bold truth. v s ome „ nWrs 

have tranflated this, " the fecond Alexander and from thence make many remarks on the 
fuppofed model which nadir followed, though his monies feem to have been ve^ different from 
that of the q ay ct an hero. * By this is meant the true faith. “ It is hard to 

fay which of thefe three compliments is the greateft bombaft, or the moft ill applied a As 

they often ufe the third perfon plural , when they fpcah of princes, they alfo exprefs an awful re-; 
fpctf, not by afcnbmg their aflions to their minifters, hut fubftmiting the inftniment for the agent. 
• d his was one of the antient kings of Persia, remarkable for great power. 
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<l on bis honour, we had the fiiis&<3ion of an interview/ and enjoyed 
" the unmixed delights of his heavenly company. After this we came 
“ together to shajehan ah ad where all the jewels and treafures of the 
" emperors of hindostan ’ were prefented to him: and, in compliance 
“ with our requefr, his fublime majefty was gracioufly pleafed to accept 
“ of fome of them. 

“ But in regard to the illuftrious family of jurghin and the honour 
he profefles for the original tree of turkan ", out of the greatnefs of 
“ his foul, and the overflowings of his humanity, he has been pleafed 
“ to rcftorc to us the crown and gem of hindostan, 

“ In confideration of this aft of generality, which no father has ever 
“ (hewn to a fon, nor any brother to a brother, we make over to him 
“ all the countries to the weft of the river attok‘, and of that of 
“ scind “, and naea sunkra ”, which is a branch of the scind. That 
“ is to fay, peisuor with its territories, the principality of cabul and 
“ gAzna, hazarijat, the mountainous rcfidences of the Afghans, 
“’’with the caftlcs of bockhor, sunkor *, and kh’oudabad ; the pafies, 

“ territories, and abodes of the tchoukis and ballouches, with the 
“ whole province of ,tata : alfo the caftle of ram ; the towns of 
“ cituN, sumawali, and ketra, with all the caftles, towns, ports, 

“ villages, and open countiy, from the firft rife of the river attok, 

“ with all the country comprehended within its branches., till it empties 
“ itfelf into the fea at naea sunkra. 

" Tliefe we lfeely give up to the dominion of the powerful fbvereign 
“ of Persia, and from hence forward our officers and fubjefts fh.dl 
“ evacuate the fame, and refign the property and government to the per- 

“ SIAN 

p Dehlie. 'India ' This word is fomeumes wrote gourcan . put they 

both equally allude tOTEMUR eec or Tamerlane, of whom the Indian cDtpcrors arc delccnded 

* This alio 1 undcrUand lo allude to Tamerlane. 1 I have already obicrveii that this is 

part of the indus ° Part of the country ou the weft of the in dub often goes under this 

denomination, as will as the Indus uftlf " This is fomeumes called nale sencure, 

which teems 10 be the tlland between the indls and what Da lisle calls the riser Dt.ur.isi. 

* This is fotnctintes wrote slk ia 

Vol. IV. B b 
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“ siAN king, to be difpofed of at his pleafure. We renounce all our 
“ right to command, controul, or colledt revenues, in any of thofe do- 
“ minions. But the caftle and town of lohre bender, with all the 
« country to,the eaftwarif of the river attok, and of the waters of the 
■>’ sctND,„and nala sunkra, (hall, as before, belong to the empire of 
« hindostan. Dated at sh ajehanabad * the fourth of mohirrim,, 
“ J 1 52 y *" r . , 

This acquifition of dominion was an objeft of no lefs confequence; 
than all the treafures of which nadir robbed the moghol, particularly 
the province of peishor; if we may judge from the great revenues which 
he drew from that conqueft : nor was there any other danger of his lofing 
it, than what naturally arofe from the circumftances of his own govern- 
ment. The feat of the Persian empire, which he had eftablilhed in 
khorasan, was alfo calculated for the fupport of his conqueft, had pro- ' 
vidence permitted him to eftablifh.by the arts of peace, what he had 
thus acquired'by the fword. But as the great moghol became a prey 
to nadir by the* fault of too great gentlenefs 5 fo nadir’s excefs of fe- 
verity neceffarily rendered him odious, and confcquently haftened his fall 
with a more prodigious ruin. 

' ■ 1 ■ t 

Nadir had'now returned the Indian diadem to the legal polTeflor, 
feemingly with a'rauch greater indifference, than Alexander reftored 
to torus, the kingdom which he had conquered from him, with an ad- 
ditional tctritcry. Mahommcd shah was not indeed an objeft of jea- 
loufy, as he feemed no ways inclined to war, or to commence any 
future corned: : whereas porus fignalized himfelf in military atchiev- 
ments. t Alexander indeed abandoned india entirely ; probably becaufe 
he could not keep it, and therefore can claim the lefs merit : nadir re- 
tained a confiderable (hare of his conqucd, on a prefumptton that he 
could keep it. Shall we fay that honour or generofity was concerned in 
cither cafe? Little more than what arifes from the virtue which is pafiive* 
becaufe there is no temptation or inclination to offend. 

Nadir 


2 Dtrfur,-thc zd of april, >733.. 
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Nadir being how prepared to march- back into his own ' country, ,y 
tpok occafion.to give a kflon of advice to the 'great moghol ; and 
i]nd?r thp cloak of friendfhip, to recommend fuch a condudb as- tended 
moft to the fecurity of the new canqueft, which had been jufr'yielded 
to him, It is faid he fpoke to 1 this cfTed! : “ You ougiit by all means to 
“ take polleflion of the lands afligned for the fupport of your governors', 

“ and pay each of them their appointments with ready money out of 
“ your treafuries. Let none of them keep any forces of their own : you 
“ will then have the" left occafian for a' numerous Handing army; how- 
“ ever, you ought to fupport a body of lixty’thoufand choice cavalry, 

" at the annual expence of lixty rupees * each. Every ten men ought to 
“ haye one corporal k , every ten corporals one captain ‘, and every ten cap- 
“ tains one commander of a thoufandh Acquaint yourfelf with the coun- 
" try, family, and name of all your officers, with their refpedtive merits and 
“ inclinations. Never fuffer either them or the common foldiers to' be idle . 

“ or inadlive. Wlien occalion requires, detach a fufficient number of your 
“ troops under the command of a btave, faithful, and experienced offi- 
“ cer; but when he has executed his bufinefs, recall him. By this 
“ means you will have the lefs to fear, with regard to the confequences 
“ of too great a power. 

' “ As to the great officers of your court,' be careful in your choice of 
“ them, and do not prefer thofe who are artiuj, ambitious., or felf- 
“ interefted. Were I to chufe them, they would Ihew you very lit. 

“ tie refpedl in my abfence; but you may depend, if any of them 
“ prove rebellious, I will fend to chaftife them. If necefiary, I can be 
“ with you myfelf in forty days from kandahar', and. never reckon 
“ me far off.” 


This advice feemed to be in fome meafurc agreeable to nadir’s own 
maxims of government ; tho’- the frontiers which he had to guard required 
, B b a fo 

* Thefe are called jaquirs, or lands appointed for payment of the foliar cj of the felpefbvc go- 
\ errors, which naturally g«« them a hind of fovereignty, by cbllcdmg the taxes, and converting , 
them to thor Own ufe The advice here feems to be very juft * Sixty rupees, or 7/ 10/. 

is but 30 crowns of fEaaiA, whereas nadir’* foldierj coft hug too crowns, including oficen. f But , 
fervuuda fs cheaper in imdia. b Dsh bashi. 


fomeiftne* called mimbashi 


' Sudival. - HaZASRI, 

5 The diftaace is computed between 7 and Sco mile;- 
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Persia. His intentions were to build a city after the model of dehue, a 
draught of which lie carried with him. This new city was propofed to 
he called nadir ABAD f ; which at the fame time that it tranfmitted his 
Ottn name to pofterity, might remain a monument of his conqueft in 
India, and of his viflory obtained over the great- moghoi. He allow- 
ed thefe artificers large pay, and provided them with horfes and other 
necefiaries for their journey : he alfo agreed, that after the expiration 
of three years, they Ihould be at liberty to return home. However this 
defign might flatter his vanity, it was never carried into execution : part 
of thefe Indians defected before they reached eahor, and the continual 
wars in which he was afterwards engaged diverted the thought of this 
projeft, after his return into Persia. 1 

Befides the jewels, gold, Giver, and other valuables already mentioned, 
he took with him near three hundred ! elephants, ten thoufand horfes, 
and'as many camels, of which many were loaded with fpoil. Moil of 
the gold and filver was melted into large ingots, and flung over the backs 
of camels, horfes and mules. If we reckon one half part of the thirty 
crotes “ already mentioned to be in gold, and the other in- filver, ac- 
cording to the ordinary computation of loads, even for common journies ia 
PERSIA, would require five thoufand feven hundred camels, and two thou- 
fand and fifty horfes and mules l . The manufaftures, furniture, and war- 
like wcapons,_it may be prefumed, would require a much greater number. 

It is computed that the houfes and goods deftroyed by fire, and the 
fields which were laid waile, amounted to near twenty crores k ; we may 
therefore reckon upon the whole, that this Persian ravager fpoiled the 
1 Indians of above one hundred- and twenty millions of pounds. 

As 

1 The city of nadir. 5 Some account, fay he tool, a thoufand elephants, which 

feems to be much too great a number to have been eoUcftcd, or to be of any ufe. Thefe animals 
indeed carry large burthens t but accept it be for artillery and fuch hie ufes, camels, hories, and 
mules, anfwcr the purpofe better. This is a long-lived, animal, and. Jet I could never hear that 
there were fuch numbers in PERU A s the number la the camp did not reach to thirty, and thofe 
which NAntR-fenc into TURKavand Russia did not exceed twenty. „ k 37,, co , cca * 

I This review of the matter would tempt qae to believe that the treafutc W33 not of fucluiofw.'- 
tance, though vve may prefume that it was a larger luin than ev^r was collefled in one rreafury . 
nor is it of conference, linen whatever it was, it is ddEpatcd. k 'al.cco.ooo/. 


! 73 ? ■ 



!9 3 THE HIST ORY OF , Part IV.) 

As to the number of fouls who were plunged into eternity upon this 
*7^' unhappy oceafiou, they are not reckoned lefs than two hundred thouCind j 
of whom fell between labor and karnal, in the battle, and a few 
days afterwards, forty thoufand; in the maffacre one hundred and ten 
thoufand ; in the villages, and thofe who died by famine, fifty thoufand.. 
We will now leave the Indians to repair by induftry and commerce, the 
havock created by their avaricious enemy, and follow nadir in his march. 


CHAP. XXVI. 

Nadir continues bis march from the gardens of shalimar. An injlancc 
of his vanity and avarice. His cruelty towards numbers of the peafants. 
Contribution of lahor. His paffage over the chantrou objlrutted. 
He returns back towards lahor. Confederacy of the Afghans and 
Indians to oppofe his paffage through the defies. Re feizes the plunder 
belonging to bis own foldiers. His march to peishor. Khudayar 
khan refufes to acknowledge the fmreignty of nadir, and is reduced. 
Nadir purfues his march to kandahar. He fends his treafures to 
k.llat, and conquers khieva and Bokhara, 


T HE neceflary difpolitions being made, on the'fixth of may 
nadir purfued bis march from the gardens of shalimar, diredt- 
ing his courfe to the plains of karnal, where the Indians firft owned 
him as their conquerqr. According to the ordinary confequence of vail 
poffeflions, the precautions he took, feemed to argue a greater in- 
quietude for the prefervation, than he had fliewn folicitude for the ac- 
quifition, of his riches. 


When he arrived on the plains of karnal, he fent for the chief 1 of 
the town of that name, and commanded him to build a village on the 
fpot he had incamped, and to call it by the name of fateh abad *» : for 
this purpofe, it is faid, lie gave him five thoufand rupees. It is not im- 
probable, that an inclination to continue the memory of his viflory, might 


t ZculDAK. 


induce 

° Si£ni£c» the habitation of viftory. 
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induce him to be at this expence ; but this fum of 600 1 is fo very in- 1739, 
confiderable, that it plainly proves how ftrong the paffion of avarice be- 
came in bis breaft amidft fuch vaft riches. 

As the army was marching, the peafants watched their opportunities 
to plunder or kill the foldier^, who were fent out to provide ncceflaries ; 
they alfo pillaged the exterior parts of the camp in the night, infomuch 
, that the Persians loft above a thoufand camels, horfes, and mules, be- 
fore they reached taniseer. The shah, enraged at this behaviour, 
gave orders for plundering that town, and putting the inhabitants to the 
fword. Other towns and villages fuffered the fame fate : By this ftep he 
intended to terrify the people into compliance, fince he could not by 
any other means engage them to fupply his army. , 

As 2EKARIAH khan, the governor of lahor, had made his fubmif- 
fions to nadir, when he paifed through the province of penjab in his 
way to dehlie i it was apprehended that the inhabitants had nothing 
to fear : but as foon as the khan heard of the mafiacre at dehlie, and 
of the feverity with which the contributions had been exacted in that 
city, he forefaw the ftorm that was gathering. Refolving therefore not 
to be taken at a difadvantage, he fummoned all the merchants, money- 
changers", and wealthy inhabitants, to bring in their quotas towards 
railing a crore of rupees This fum was deemed the utmoft which 
they could pay. 

Nadir was no fooner arrived at the gardens of shalimar, than he 
djfpafched abdul baki khan, with a confiderable body of troops, to 
demand a large contribution of lahor j and having palled through ser- 
hind, he was drawing near to the capital of the province, when zeka- 
riah khan went out to meet him. The crore of rupees was prefentcd, 
with the ftrongeft proteftation that this fum was the utmoft which the 
city could raifej that if it was his pleafure to pillage or to daughter the 
inhabitants, they were unable to refill his forces, and therefore refigned 
to whatever Ihould be determined. Abddl baki khan had orders to 

\ 1 demand 
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demand a larger fum 5 but- this juR reprefentation being made to the 
shah, the crore of rupees was accepted, and the Persian army continued, 
their march. * ' 

When they arrived on the banks of the cha'ntrou, the bridge of boats 
prepared for their paflagc had been carried away by a fbdden fwelling of 
the waters; nadir therefore directed k his march back, and entered the' 
province of pen jab. A body of horfe was difpatched to lahor the 
capital, to demand provifions. The inhabitants, who had hardly reco- 
vered from their dread of fire and fword, at the late approach of the 
Persian army, and were impoverifhed by the contributions they had 
paid, now thought only of faving their lives by flight. Zekariah 
khan was no fooner informed of the pannic with which the people 
were (truck, than he went and thre\v himfelf at nadir’s feet, and begged 
that he would not approach nearer the city, engaging at the fame time 
that the bridge fliould be repaired without delay : it was accordingly per- 
formed, and the army paffed oyer. 

Nadir then diredted his courfe towards reiinas, a fortified city on 
the eaftern banks of the indus near suvat, a branch of that river. 
Thence advancing to attok, he attempted to pafs the Indus, into the 
dominions which had been lately yielded up to him. Here the want 
of a fufficient number of boats to form the bridge obliged him to halt : 
and this delay afforded time to, the Afghans and the Indians, who 
inhabited the weflern fide ofithe river, to take up arms. The vaft booty 
which the Persians had amaffed, was a temptation not to be refitted ; 
and they feemed refolved to try their fortune, if by uniting their forces 
they could feize fome part of the plunder. 

What their efforts would haVe produced, had they been carried into 
execution, it is not cafy to determine. The Persian king certainly 
thought himfelf in danger, and chofe rather to negotiate for a free paf- 
fage, than run a hazard where there was nothing to gain. The confide- 
ration of a vaft treafure, had rendered the fierce and intrepid nadir, 
cautious and circumfpedt. His mindj ever fertile in expedients, now 
7 , fuggefted 
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fuggeftedtto him to write to nacir khan,' the late governor’of cabdl, l7w 
whom he' had left at peishor, commanding him in the moil exprefs 739 
terms to ufe his intereft to difperfe the tribes, who were affembled in the 
mountains. The khan immediately fent for the chiefs of this confe- 
deracy, and perfuaded them to decline their enterprise, for which, ac- 
, cording to his inftrudtions, he engaged to give them ten lacks of rupees ?. 
However large this fum might appear upon another oceafion, it was an 
objedl: of very little ‘confideration compared with the "bulk of nadir’s 
treafute j he therefore remitted this fum without delay, and purchafed a 
free pafTage 1 

In the i mean time the bridgewas preparing for his pafTage over the 
Indus, when me/Iengers arrived from the court of the g^eat mogiiol, 
j-equefttng in behalf of that prince the redemption of two rich, feather- 
jewels, belonging to the head-dref$ of the fultana. Upon this, orders 
were given for fearching the royal treafury, but no fuch jewels could be 
found. It was reafbnable to prefume that they had been brought away from 
the Indian court, and of courfe they muft be in the poflefiion of fome 
officer or foldier in the army. This fuggefted to nadir fufficient reafbn 
to challenge all precious ftones as his property ; accordingly he ordered 
ftridt fearch to be made, and that ali ffiould ^e brought into the treafury 
under penalty of death. Numbers of the foldiers, whofe paffion for gain 
♦ was not perhaps inferior to that of their general, enraged to lee the fruits ot 
fo long and perilous a march ravifhed from them, threw them into the In- 
dus ; and others concealed them in the earth : infomucb, that aitho’ great 
quantities were colle&ed, this extraordinary refolution it is believed coft 
fome millions of crowns value to Persia. The jewels, plundered both by 
the private men and officer^, muft have been very confiderable ; the 
prefents and bribes which they received, amounted to a great fum, parti- 
cularly on the unhappy oceafion of the mafiacre of dehlie, when many 
of the Indian lords and perfons of diftindtion faved their lives by the 
mere force of their great riches. ‘A great part of this, efpecially jewels 

which 

t 125,000 / ’ It ,s laid Out other Inhabitants of the mountains afterwards jnade the 

fa nc demand, which he refuted to comply with. 

‘ Vol. IV. C 
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which could be eafily concealed, was not till then brought into the royal 
treafury r . The quantity of precious Hones, delivered up to nadir 
upon this occalion, amounted to a great value , but neither of the jewels 
in queflion appeared till a confiderable time after, when one of them 
was found among the fequeftered effedts of a general officer, who was 
put to death ; the other never appeared. 

It is amazing to confider the afcendency which nadir had acquired over 
his army, and that fuch a Hep as this did not produce a revolt *; but his 
addrefs in fowing the feeds of jealouiy and diftruft among them was fuch, 
that they were afraid of each other , and this ever proved his beft fecu- 
rity. Numbers of them might now be more inclined to defert, than to 
give up their valuable plunder; yet the circumftances they were in, with 
regard to an enemy’s country,' was an infuperable obflacle to their taking 
fuch a ftep. 

After paffing the Indus, he directed his march to peishor, where 
he halted for feme days : he left a Persian general, with a confiderable 
body of forces, but confirmed nacir khan in the government of that 
province, and conferred feveral honours on him, in acknowledgment of 
his great fer\ices. From thence, continuing his rout towards cabul, he 
detached abdul baki khan, ,with five thoufand liorfe, to receive ho* 
mage from jchudayar khan, governor of pekier *. _ This khan had 
refufed to pay homage to nadir, now fovereign of that country , and 
collected a confiderable body of forces to oppofe the Persian, army. 
Finding that his late mailer the great moghol had not been able to 
fupport him, he refolved to try if he could obtain an independent fovc- 
reignty. 

Abdul ' 

r See VoL I. page a;j for the quantity of large floats oa horfe furniture. 1 X was told 

tn FEftiiA, tint he tool, from the foldiers *U their money alfo. except one hundred crowns^ fome 
a coun s mention two hundred and fifty' crowns , bat I hue fome difficulty in believing cither As 
to jewels, they would be fuljcft to difcotay in the falc of them, which would cot haic been tl e 
ca e with money. « This country u to the fouth of cacul on the inous, bordering upon 

multau I do not find it laid down by oe lisle. There are fcreral forts and ilrorg places in if, 
u as Lounin, incus, arJ Tie people of this country aie partly mahouj soaks, 

sed partly iacsm * 
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Abdul baki. khan foon arrived on the frontiers of this country, 
but, was in no fituation< to reduce kiiudayar khan by force. He ' 
•therefore fent to acquaint this Indian lord of his arrival, and at the 
fame time to advife him to make a ready fubmiffion. This offer being 
rejefied with contempt, abdul baki informed the -siiaii of the cir- 
cumltances which he was in. Nadir being now near Kandahar, fent 
his treafures and heavy baggage under a numerous convoy into that ilrong 
fortrefs, and then direfied his courfe fauth ea ft through the country of 
. hazarijat. Kiiudayar khan was no fooner informed of the march 
of the Persian army, than he burnt a foreft, laid waile the open coun- 
try, and ufed his endeavours to poifon the water. 

' i i 

■ This proceeding caufed a nc\v alarm in the moghol’s territories: 
nadir was no fooner informed of the delperate meafuies which this 
INDIAN lord had taken to fupport himfelf, than he fent his commands 
to zekariah khan, the governor of laiior, and alfo to his fon haiat 
in-LA KHAN, governor of multan, to repair to his camp immediately, 
and to furnilh his army with provifions, How great foever their reluc- 
tance, oeceliity obliged them to pay a ready obedience to the fummons. 
Zekariah khan was reputed an able politician : and this ta Ik now re- 
quired the exercife of his abilities ; fince he had not only to provide 
the Persian army with provifions, but alfo to obtain the fubmiflion 
of kiiudayar khan. The latter offered to make fuch prefents as his 
circumftances permitted, with condition that the Persian army would 
purfue their rout to Kandahar, without making any irruption into his 
territories ; otherwife he perfifted in his defiance. 

'This was a language to which the victorious king of Persia was not 
accuftomed; he therefore ordered zekariah khan to bring to him 
tliofe chiefs of the country who had fubmitted, as hoitages for the good 
behaviour of their people ; and at the lame time to conduit bis army by 
a rout, where they might be properly fupported, in order to compel 
kiiudayar KHAN to furrender. 

.As 
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- 4s foon as nadir arrived in the neighbourhood of khudaabad the 
INDIAN chief retired, with his riches to emir-kiout, a ftrong fort on 
the oppoiite Hde of the river hest-nud. Zekariah khan renewed 
his entreaties in terms fo perfuafive, that at length affurance being fent 
that nadir would pardon what was paft, and accept a moderate prefent, 
khudayar khan canfented to fend his fon, and to make his fubmiflion. 
This young lord was very kindly received, and entertained in a fump- 
tuous manner, together with all his numerous attendance. In the mean 
while, nadir ordered fome parties of his troops to take poffeflion of the 
boats in which the Indians came, and by favour of the night to repafs 
the river. This was performed fo well, that the Indians who guarded 
the fort of emir-kiout, taking them for the retinue of their khan’s 
fqn, fuffeted the Persians to enter, and take poffeflion of it. The 
khan had time to make his efcape, but at length thought proper to ca- 
pitulate, and give up all his riches. 

The news of this affair having reached the moghol’s court, q report’ 
prevailed, as if the infatiable avarice of nadir was bringing him a feeond 
time into the Indian territories; thefe apprehenfions alarmed the whole 
country, and occafioned a great confternation. Several of the princes ” 
who commanded in the mountains, formed a confederacy to oppofe his 
paffage ; and his not invading their dominions, was imputed to the great 
preparations made to oppofe him. 

, It is very hard to believe, that a canine appetite for gold fhould ft) far 
efface all fentiments of honour and clemency in the mind of nadir, as 
to induce him to commit fo flagrant a violation of the treaty lately con- 
cluded with the moguol, and to obliterate the remembrance of his 
being a king, byaffait fo unworthy, r The power derived from force 
only, can be no fecuriiy, when princes throw off even the mafk of juftice, 
and as rt were declare war againft the rational fpecies. Whatever fufpi- 
cion he might lie under on this occafion, he gave great proofs of efleem 

for 

■ We are left entire]/ to feet for dm cl; , the courry to die wcl of die i»do-, toaanla the 
ludlAM k** feematobe very U do known to the map makers. * Ra;aiu 
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for zekariah iKttAN,'> by making him feveral prefents, and fending him 
to oeiii, ie with a' number of fine horfes for mauommed shah. The 
Indians were foon after delivered from their fears, by the joyful news 
that the Persian army was paft Kandahar. 

. U ' * * i ; t 1 * * 

We’ have already, obferved, that whilft nadir was in kandahar, 
his fon, rizA kouli myrza, had, made an incurfion as far as ralkh, 
,which fubmitted to him j but he was not able to fubdue the ousbeg 
tartars of khieva and Bokhara 1 , who, during the troubles in the 
Persian empire, had made frequent inroads into kiiorasan, and car- 
ried many thoufands of the inhabitants into flavery. Thefe people are 
remarkable for their vivacity and love of liberty. As they are for the 
mod part of the fedt of the sunnis, they hate the Persians; but the 
difference in religion has not occafioned fuch frequent Cornells, as their 
neighbourhood and flrong. propen fity to rapine. 1 Khorasan had often 
fuffered by their depredations, nor had they been intirely quiet during 
Ihe abfence of the Persian army in 1 INDIA. Nadir had fome time be- 
fore fent cmbaffadors to the khan of khieva, demanding the pekisans, 
numbers of whom were detained in flavery in that country. But thefe 
tartars were intoxicated with their former fuccefs, and having end 
joyed an uninterrupted fecurity for many years, feemed to have loft all 
fenfe of danger. Contrary to the laws of nations, which even in this 
country are deemed facrcd, with refpedl to the reprefentatives of kings, 
they put the Persian cmbaffadors to death ; only one, the leaft con- 
fiderable in rank, was fent back to bis mailer without his nofe and cart. 
Such a proceeding could not bur inccnfc the impetuous nadir, and draw 
on the fire of his relentment. - > 

The occafion was now favourable for the reduction of thefe people. 
Nadir having detached a large body of his troops from kandahar 
to tt.CLAT with his treafures, took the rout through the kingdom, of 
IiALMl. , He paffed the river AMO, and arrived in the neighbourhood of 
Bokhara about the beginning of October, with an army of near fifty 
i thoufand 

* Some act.cptancs are of epimoc, th-t thefe people are the dcfceetiaeu of the tribe of mart, 
V,kmiUAilAZAI, LrtJ cf AJSTtIA, fctit IA.0 UXDIJk. 
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1739. thobfand men. The ousnne tartars who inhabit this city and its 
diftrift, fubmitted to him immediately. He fet at liberty the Persians 
who had been detained in captivity, and inliflcd about twelve thoufand of 
the inhabitants who were fit to bear arms ; thefc ousbecs being cftcenr- 
cd the belt foldiers in tautary. In ccnfcqucncc of the ready fubmifiion 
of the khan of this country, nadir inverted him with the government 
of all the territories of Bokhara to the north of the amo, and alfo made 
very valuable prefents to him and his dependents. 

The khan of khieva had taken the field with about twenty thoufand 
men. He had hardly ever feen a more formidable army, and flattered 
hunfelf with fuccefs: but as foon as he heard of the fuperior numbers of 
the Persians, and that nadir himfclf was at their head, he retired 
with precipitation towards his capital. The Persian king being in- 
formed of the fituation of the enemy, made fueh-forccd marches, that 
the ousbecs were obliged to flop at shanka 7 . Here the khan made a 
brave refirtance, but was at length obliged to furrender. Nadir chal- 
lenged him with the murder of his embafladors : he excufed himfclf, al- 
ledging that it was done by the ousbecs without his knowledge. To 
this the Persian king replied ; “ If you have not abilities to govern the 
“ few fubjedls who inhabit your territories, you do not deferve to live ; 
“ and for the affront (hewn me in the murder of my embafladors, you 
“ have no title to die like men ; yowfiiall die like dogs.” He then or- 
dered the executioners to cut the throat of the khan and about thirty of 
his chief attendants j a punilhmcnt erteemed the mod ignominious among 
the Persians. Upon the news of the fate of this khan, all the towns 
and villages furrendered except the capital. - 

> The inhabitants of khieva (hut their gates againft the conqueror, re- 
folving to oppofe him to the laft extremity. Several of them, -who were 
apprehenfive of the confequenccs of fo' ralh an enterprize, attempted • to 
leave the town, and were put to death as deferters. The number of 
their Persian Haves was fo great, that fome were cruelly put to death 
in cold blood, merely out of fear of their rifing, and the reft’ were im~ 

prifoned.'* 

7 A cay cbont half a day’s journey to the callward of kiubva. 
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prifoned. The 8th of November nadir shah incamped on the eaft 1739. 
fide of kiiieva: he fent feverai meilages and demanded a parley, but 
the ousbegs abfolutely refufed to grant it. The Persian army therefore 
inverted the city, and planted eighteen cannon, and fixteen mortars *, at 
different places. They alfo raifed machines of wood, from whence they 
, could fee over the walls ; and after throwing up a breaft-work, to guard 
themfeves from the enemy’s fmall fliot, they attacked the town. Thefe 
TARTARS were yet poffeffed of a few field-pieces, which they had taken 
from the unfortunate prince eeckanvitz \ On the 14th the shah or- 
dered the town to be battered in breach b . The engineers did their 
part fo well, that the inhabitants foon became fenfible of their raflinefs. 

Several breaches being now made, and the ditch aimort filled, nadir 
gave orders for ftorming : upon this the ousbegs furrendered at difcre- 
tion. An inventory was taken of every thing in the city ; and all the 
foreigners e were ordered to appear before the shah. 

The 2Sth of November nadir marched from miieva, taking with 
him near twenty thoufand Persians who had been in captivity, with eight 
thoufand ousbegs as recruits. He left a governor of his own appointing, 

attended 
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attended only by a few Persians, as if he was 'fure of the obedience 
of thefe tartars, or thought them not worth an army to keep them 
ill awe. 


CHAP. XXVII. 

Nadir returns to Persia. Riza kouli myrza murders shah tvEhmas, 
and makes an attempt againji his father's hfe. Condutt of nadir to- 
wards his fan. He arrives in the neighbourhood of Isfahan. 

N ADIR having now conquered all his enemies on the eailern fron- 
tiers of his dominions, prepared to return into Persia. His chief 
concern was the fecurity of his vafl treafure ; 'he therefore marched to 
kelat, which is a few days journey to the fouthward of aiesched. 
Here he eftablithed a fufficient guard of his belt troops, and conferred 
the command on a brother of lutf adi khan. 

It has been already remarked, that the Srll year of nadir’s abfence 
had given his fon riza koudi myrza fuch a tafte of power, that he 
exerted it in the nioft wanton manner on feveral occafions, to opprefs 
the people, and to indulge his avarice i . We have alfo taken notice that 
his father, upon being informed of .thefe arbitrary proceedings, thought 
proper to reilrain his authority. The beginning of this year . a report 
prevailed at Isfahan, that the Persian army had been defeated in In- 
dia, and that nadir shah was flain. His fon riza kouli myrza re- 
ceived this account with a feeming fatisfadhon. In a real or affedted per- 
fuafion that it was true, he in fame meafure afliimed the legal authority. 
He began, by caufing the unfortunate shah tehmaS to be put to death, 
together with all his family, who were prifoners at sebsawar. The 
circumftances of the tragical end of this prince, feem to prove that 
nadir was not diffatisfied with this adtion, and would hardly have 

called 

* Among other particulars it is related of him, tint m a viGt. he received from ihc amsiu, 
patriarch, he demanded of this pried his cap and Cruller, which Here fee with precious fiones, al- 
ledgirg that he had oceahon for them, foe hts father’ i government, and the afe of his army. 
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called Ills fon to any fevere account for it, had hot the motive been an 1 739 * 
impa’tienrdefire of gearing the diadem him /elf." * ! ' 

, The perfon, employed in this regicide, was mahommed Hussein 
khan *. He had been remarkably a&ive in feizing this unfortunate 
prince j and it is probable he was now fearful, that if nadir had met 
with any misfortune, tahmas would be reflored again to the throne 
of his anceftors. The murder was faid to have been committed after 
this manner : mahommed hussein khan, under the pretence of friend- 
fhip, repfefented to tashmas that his life was threatened, and therefore 
advifed him to retire either into turkey or Russia, and that himfclf 
would facilitate his efcape. As foon as this prince was in his poffcflion, 
he reproached him with cowardice, told him he was unworthy to wear a 
crown, and at the fame time gave.a fignal to his groom f to kill him. 

Thus fell the laft of the defendants of the famous ismael seffie, 
whole race had filled the throne of Persia for near two hundred and 
fifty years. It has been feen how remarkable this prince was for a feries 
of misfortunes, during the laft feventeen years. Providence feemed to 
ha\e often interpofed for his deliverance j and tho* neither his refolutioa 
nor abilities were extraordinary, yet in a lefs corrupt ftate he might 
have rendered his fubje&s happy, and by fupporting his family, prevented 
tYipx e < fro < hDTi efi khooix xVmtJn Vys$> Y'E'smA Vis & 

not totally fub\erted that antient monarchy. 

Nadir, though returning in triumph, loaded with fpoi), was now to 
fuffer one o’f the bittereft calamities. As if Providence had ordained it as 
a punhhment for his enormous offences, his cldeft fon kiza kouli 
myrza, for whom ,he had a paternal tendernefs, formed a confederacy 
with a few other perfons, to depme his father of his life. For this 
purpofe he employed a certain Afghan foldier to /hoot the king, as he 
was returning from kjelat. 

It 


e Tau u ll e f-ra c perm wuh « Ikjsi I hid fccH plno-ltr cosrefl’O'U ajt* a sap. 
i Ijjc perfon uho p>-t to Ocjtli iaiEe ryixiUoa of aitxa&ab SvC Vol I pit* 

vol. iv. n a 
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It has been already explained, in what manner the Persian kings' 
travel upon common occalions, detached from their army. The shah 
was arrived in a narrow pafs covered with wood, in the mountains which 
feparate the provinces of khorasan and astrabad s , having with, him 
only his women and eunuchs : here it was the intrepid Afghan- dug 
a pit to conceal himfelf, from whence he might take his aim with the 
greater exa&nefs. He fired his piece, and the bullet puffed under nadir’s 
right arm, and Ihot him in the left hand : the horfe alfo being wound- 
ed in the neck, through pain or furprize fell The Afghan was pre- 
paring to lfltie from the wood, and finiih his bufinefs with his fabre ; 
but the eunuchs, drawing their fabres to proteft their matter, rendered 
the accomplifliment of his purpofe impradticable. A confiderable reward 
was immediately offered for apprehending the affaffin, and a promife of 
pardon if he would difcover himfelf. Many of the inhabitants of the 
mountains were brought before the shah : fome of them had offered 
films of money to the foldiets to' cxcufe theft appearance. This was . 
urged as a proof of their guilt, but nadir commandvd that they (hould 
be releafed, with this reflexion : “ Thefe people are innocent. The man 
“ who has made fo daring an attempt on my life] mutt be a perfon h of 
“ diftingudhed bravery, whofe courage is not inferior to my own." 

It was not long a fecret, that the contriver of this affaffmation was no 
lefs than his Can riza kouli myrza, whofe manners we have already 
obferved had fo great a refemblance with thofe of his father. Riza koudi 
being brought before nadir, he intreated him to think of his crime,' 'tG 
alk pardon, and promife obedience. “ Confider,” lays he, ** I am your 
“ general, your fovereign, your friend, your father. Confider the duty 

i “ y° u 

1 Tl" pifsj, fuppoTcd to be the Dine through whjch nmitrEi foifecd tittsus the dxc- 
than traitor ( The clfcovery of this aflisflln w« not made till bove a year afier- 

wardi, when RA.ni*. ucolleftmg a ccrcun man who bad often diftingudhed himfelf in the field of 
battle, enquired after him j and being informed that this man had abfeated himfelf at fuch a time, it 
immediately occurred to bun that he muft certainly be the perfon who had (hot at him The shah 
therefore ordered that the man (hould be fought for, and brought before him He was accord- 
ingly found in kandaua*, and conduced to the camp, where he confcfled the (a£L Naps a Cud 
* to him, " You are a toy brave fellow i but to prevent your taktsg fuch good aim, you tauft lofc 
«* yoar eyes.’* 
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" y° u °' va me m thefe fcveral relations. RefletS oil the fmall acknow- I739 . 
“ ledgments which I require’ of you'. You are in' my power, but I 
“ would not have you peritli. Live, be happy, and a king, whenever 
“ providence fhall take me from the earth.” He employed feveral of 
his principal officers to perfuade his fon to' repentance, but niZA kouli 
was inflexible, and obftinately perfiiled that he had done no wrong in 
attempting his father’s life. He told liim'to his face, “ You are a tyrant, 

“ and ought to die. 1 know the moil you can do is to kill me.” The 
affiifted nadir between rage and tenderneis faid, “ No : I will not take 
“.your life, but I will make. you an example to all the princes of the 
“ earth ; I will cut out your eyes.” Riza kouli, with a fiercenefs pe- 
culiar to himfelf, replied, “ Cut them out, and put them into .... V' 

Neceffity thus obliged nadir, to deprive-his, darling fon of his fight, 
and himfelf of all hopes of making him his heir. Jhe genius and in- 
trepidity of this young man had filled nadir- with fanguine expedi- 
tions of continuing the diadem in his family, which indeed could hard- 
ly be expedled by a fucceffor of lefs relblution than himfelf. Some days 
after this event, nadir commanded that his fon tliould.be brought be- 
fore him, and he enquired of him, yet with a mixture of paternal tender- 
nefs, concerning his health. The fon, flill repugnant to every fentiment 
of filial affedtion, and not rendered lefs daring by his diflrefs, replied, 

“ You have not blinded me fo much as you have blioded all Persia : 

“ what the confequence mutt be, time will difeover.” It is remarka- 
ble, that nadir never after permitted his fon to have any women, nor 
would he trull him in any place but under his'own eye. 

In FEBRUARY this year, the shah arrived with his army in the neigh- 
bourhood of ISFAHAN. The fdtisfjflion which the Persians felt upon 
his return, arolc chiefly from the hopes that his immenfe riches, the 
fruits of a three years campaign, would free them from the heavy bur- 
then of fupporting a numerous army : how ill grounded them expecta- 
tions were, we Hull foon have occafion to relate. 

D d 2 PART 

1 It mnft be obferved, that the indecent mention cl a Homan of honour and didinSion, tt co left 
,’.o. tpaRftil in Feast*, than in the poll e part, of ineri, cttnfpjncsrl/ it te ihc h^beR ind ^nity 
to mcatiou ta ^tols ter nil the faroanlc wife of a king* 
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Return of NADIR SHAH to 
.ISFAHAN from his IND I, A N 

EXPEDITION IN 1740, 

. TIH * ' ‘ 

1 ^ ^ 

He was assassinated in 1747., 

' CHAP. XXVIII. 

» 1 

Reflections on the vanity of military exploits. Nadir fends a pompous, 
embafly to Russia, and another to turkey. Circumflances of the Turks. 
Nadir’ j demands on them. His war with the Arabians. *• Jits conduct 
towards the Armenian patriarch. Hfs projed of introducing a new 
religion into Persia. He orders a tranjlation of the evangeltfls. Com - 
parifon, of his character y and that of akbar, formerly emperor of INDIA. 

f' H HE affli&ion which nadir muft naturally have felt from the 
fi misfortune which happened to his darling fon, gave place in 
JL fome meafure to the gratification of his vanity. It is reafon- 
able to prefume from the genius of this man, that more than half the 
Joy of his triumphs would have been loft, but for the refle&ion of the 
figure he fhould make in the efteem of other princes. 

A&ions, truly heroic, like thofe of the deity, whofe beneficence we 
/hould ftrive to imitate, derive, no real excellence from applaufe, being 
» 2 in 
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in them (elves invariably good. The natural grcatncfs.and reititude of the 
foul can never be_e>preiled in adtions dellrudiive to mankind :.and what 
for the mod part are pompous triumphs, or'the fpoils of plundered pro- 
vinces, but fo many monuments of cruelty, ambition, or avarice? yet 
when our condua.will not bear the left of reafon, our paffions prompt 
us to leek a vain applaufe, and ftdl we glory. j 

What reflations nadir might now make upon himfelf, are not ob- 
jects of our inftru&ion fo much, as thofe which we ought to make on 
him. ^ As- to his immenfe treafures, they ferved for little more than to 
enlarge his defire to fupport his tyrannical power, by the t mere notion 
of his wealth ; ai?d to render Persia more emphatically mifenble. But 
notwithftanding his extreme avarice, > he fent a magnificent embafiy 
with prefents of great value to the Russian court, and another to the 
grand fignior. w , 

The embafiadors to the Russian emprefs were said ar khan fc , and 
hussein khan, with a retinue of two thouftnd perfons, who convoyed 
ten elephants with feveral 1 jewels and other rich prefents. Saidar khan 
diediat kislar, but hussein proceeded to astrachan, where he was 
required to flop, till proper orders were fent from court for his enter- 
tainment. Such embaflies gratify the pride of thofe princes by whom 
they are fent, but create a vaft expence * to thofe who are to receive them. 
It was not till the end of October m the next year, that the embafiador 
made his public entry into sr. petersduhc, which was in feveral 
refpefts magnificent, tho’ part of the Persian retinue made but a mean 
appeaiantc. The couit was not wanting in fliewmg this Persian mini- 

ficr 

k This is the per fou mentioned m the Note, page 4, who died at kislae. He was an old man, 
and teputed very brave, and a lover of jufhee, but otherwife not tender of fpdling blood I "»s 
told the following arcumlbnce concerning bun j he was once obferung that he wanted fonicthirg to 
try his fabre , upon which a \ cry old m^n ip the company, acknowledging tfut he had lived long 
enough, c lie red his neck saidar took him at his word, and rtruch o S' his head 1 J* w ' 3 * 

Lid, Out this embafiador made a demand of no Icfs than aco fbeep, rooo pourds of nee, and ot! c r 
proufionsm proportion for his daily fupport. •» The policy of princes in that part of 

the world, cfpcoally when things arc in a precarious flatc, is o f tcn the caufe of tbefe dchjs foa e 
tnre had been fpent in the adjuftment of the ceremonials, ard in raJung proufion for fo numerals a 
reurt-c « for not lefs tb~n iivdie or -fficcn hundred peiions aticrdcd At onlaE-icr to sr. 
rrreRSBLRG. 
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fterall the. honour due to^is rank.' His bufinefs was to acquaint ; the ’ 
fovereign of uussia, of the great feats of his mailer in the conqueil of * 
India, and of, the immenfe fpoil which he had brought from thence a 1 
fpecimen of t which h'e prefented to the*RussiAN emprefs, in the ele- , 
phints", jewels^and other valuables with which he was charged 3 that 
his mailer had alfo reilored the Indian monarch to his dominions, and 
now offered his friendihip to the fovereign of Russia, with whom lie 
was willing to enter into a defenfive and offeniive alliance ' * 


;We have already mentioned, that during his abfence in the late expe- 
dition, he fent embaffadors to the grand fignior, demanding a paffport to’ 
travel through the ottoman empiie to Mecca. The Turkish mint- 
ilry conlldered this ‘requeit as capricious, iince it could never be pre- 
fumed, that fuch confent would be granted 3 and if he meant to take the 
liberty of making that pilgrimage with an army ; It would rather be 
with a view, to plunder, the place of its immenfe riches, than to offer 
up his prayers of thankfgiving for his fucceffes in India. The Turks 1 
were indeed afraid that he meant to feed his infatiable avarice with this - 
precious morfel. , What added to their terror, was the confideration of 
die extraordinary interpofition of providence in the peace which he had w 
made with them, in confequence whereof he had employed his forces in 
fo diftant a country, and was coming home loaded with the fpoils of 
India. It could hardly be expected that hts military genius would fuffec 
him to be long idle : and looking on themfelves almoft as the only - 
power againft whom he could turn his arms, they concluded a peace 
with the Russians and imperialists, and made great preparations for „ 
marching an army into asia. " y 

Son\e time after nadir fent an envoy to acquaint the port, that not- 
withftanding they refufed him a paffage to Mecca, it was his intention 1 1 


0 There are federal of thefe jet remaining in sx petersburc, which, tha* entirely ufelefs, are 
fupponed for cunofiry, and the honour of the fovereign The ordiimy food of thefe animals was 
rice, meal, and fuch like, but the Russians have very judicioully taught them to eat haj, 

° It was £aid tnis embaiTador demanded flup-carpenters, which the Russians refufed, objcflwg 
thar they had none except foreigners, who were engaged to ferve them for a certain time, but that they 
kail no power to fend them out of their countiy The profecution of the defign which nadir had 
0 eg fhips on the Caspian fea, was the caufe of the early nun of our caspia^ 
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to live in friendfhip with the grand iignior. The new embaffidor, whom 
he charged with his compliments to the ottoman emperor, carried 
feveral rich jewels, nine elephants, and a great number of camels, as a 
prefent : and according to the dignity he aflumed, and the fplendor of 
eaftern monarchs, his retinue was compofed of near two thoufund per- 
fons. As their motions were flow, they did not arrive till the begin- 
ning of the next year. The grand vizir received this embaflitdor with, 
the utmoft demonftration of cfteeni ; however, when the purport of his 
commiffion was demanded, he feemed to be offended, declaring that 
he would communicate it only to the grand Iignior in perfon. The 
TURKS foon found that nadir was no lefs arrogant in his propofals 
of the terms of friendfliip, than oftentatious of his riches, as appeared 
by the prodigality of his prefents ; under thefe circumftances they were 
Induced to watch ,the embaflador as a fecret enemy. 

Nadir again renewed his claim to all the provinces and cities which 
in antient times belonged to the crown of Persia ; and infilled that the 
TURKS ought to pay the expence of the late war, or yield fbme pro- 
vinces as an equivalent. Thefe demands appeared to the Turks imperious 
and exorbitant, and they concluded that the shah of pcrsia meant only 
to find a pretext to break with them. As the late wars had exhaufled 
their treafuries, and the army was in arrears, orders were fent to the 
dashas in all their refpe£twc, governments, to colleft the taxes, and re- 
mit them immediately to court. 

In the mean while nadir employed himfclf in reducing the ara- 
dian rebels p , who had revo!ted i during his ablencc : the ousdegs of 
khieva had alfo taken up arms, and deflroyed the Persian khan who- 
had been appointed their governor, together with all the native fubjeita 
of Persia, whom nadir had left in that city. The ah au tartars 
made inroads, and involved that country in great diflradlion, fo that 
all communication was cut off, and preparations were made to attack 
them afrefh. For this purpofc- nadir marched with a numerous 
body of forces to t&hiran, in order to defend the province of kho- 
J ^ , RASA2J>» 
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J740. rasan, lit cafe it Ihould be invaded, or to fend detachments againft the 

PUSBEGS 

We have'already feen in what manner he adted as to the affair of re- ' 
ligion The beginning of this year, a difpute happened between the 
Armenian patriarch, and fomc romish miffionanes. The matter be- 
ing neceffarily referred to nadir, he fined the patriarch twenty-four 
thoufmd crowns, ailedging that pnefts had no occafion for riches , that 
they only ferted to perplex the mind, and take it oft from purfuits of a 
feligious nature , but as to himfelf, the fupport of Ills army tendered 
money very neceflary 

It will not appear a fubjedt of furpnze, that a prince who had the cou- 
rage to appropriate to himfelf by an arbitrary adt all the revenues of the 
tleigy of the national religion, Ihould tav; the chief of his fubjedls of a dif- 
ferent perfuafion We find him indeed often aiming to confound the 
diftindtions of the religions already profefledby his people, as if he meant 
to introduce one of his own conniving About this time he ordered a 
fumptuous maufoleum to be built at mesched, in which he propofed to 
have his body laid . towards this no coft was fpared , the jafper tomb 
in which TAMERLANE was laid at balrH ' was brought from thence at 
a great charge, however, as it did not fuit the place, he returned it to 
its antient manfion. It is remarkable that this maufoleum was eredled * 
intirely by chriftians , at the fame time as he caufed an Armenian church 
to be built by his mahommedan fubjedls 


To attempt any defperate invafion. of the liberties of mankind, no 
method feems to be more effedtual than that of depreciating or fub- 
vertmg the eftablilhed religion of a country*. The fubjedt of religion 
Will ever be of the higheft'inoment to mankind , fince it is only another 
word to exprefs the belief of the being of a*GoD, and the immortality 
of the foul , but at the fame time that it has taken root in the hearts , 1 


V It may be prefumed that he feet frelh forces againft thefe tartars, for he had a free com 
raanicatioo with them in 1744, and was fuppliaj w th recruits from kiiteva and Bokhara 

is thought by fome that the remains of this Vartar hero were depofited at sauarOaad. 
* t k* the cafe ong rally, and upon the decay of that place the ton b be brought to sslku 

1 ome exceptions how e\cr The people of great ekitaih pne their liberty, in a great 
roc-lure, to the reformation 
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and influences , the conduit of ’one part of mankind. It has ferved asa , ’ 

political engine, or the in/truinent of temporal . advantages to thofe 
who are. vulgarly, faid to .have -no religion. .. Eersia was 'once chofen 
as a more peculiar fcene,.where.the Almighty manifefled his power 'in a 
very Angular manner ; but many ages have pail fince the fubftancc.of re- 
ligion feems to have been changed for the lhadow. ■ We find, however, 
a remarkable aptitude in the Persians, to the, belief of things relating 
to a future ftatel . . ' > 

Nadir took frequent occafion to mention the feats of aei in terms of 
contempt ; arraigning his conduit, as a foldicr, for leading his army into 
the deferts of Arabia, where numbers perilled for want of water. “ And 
why,” fays he, addrefling himfelf to the people; “ inftcad of praying to ali 
“ do you not call on God. ■ ” In his religious > fchemes he appeared to 
have a complicated motive : he fought to amufe his people, and at the 
fame time to increafe his fame, by eftablilhing a new faith, after the 
manner of his predeceffors. 1 As he had deftroyed ‘ the seffie family, 
which had been eftabljlhed on the throne of PERSIA on a principle of 
piety and faith; fo he feemed-defirous to be the original of a new race of 
kings, on the balls pf new tenets in religion. This motive was lo pecu- 
liarly adapted to the genius of the Persians, that we may naturally' con- 
clude he cxpeiled to derive from hence a fecurity to himfelf and his 
family. 

Towards the clofe of this year, he caufed a tranflation of the four 
evangelifts to be made into persic. It feemed, however, from the man- 
ner in which he conduced this bufinefs, to be more the elicit of caprice, 
than of any fteady and confident plan. The affair was put uider the 
direction of jiyrza mehtie, a roan of fotne learning, who being tefied 
with a proper authority for theipurpofe, fummoned feveral armfnian 
bilhops and priells, together with divers miflionarics of the noMisii 
church, and Persian muelaiis, to meet him atusrAHAN. As lo the 
„ • , , . i ■ latter, 

, » Act A a is the nine they. git e :I:ci Ceil;. , It It tcniarhEEt.'. t'-t the ta atari ttht-t tdcrbe 

licv« themlel.es to be dying, repeat this word, " allah, aliah, ’ coat r all), as theu <raJ) 
catio-i, till the)' ssslle their fpmt , aad expire. 
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>740, latter, they could not be gainers; fince the change, if any took place, 
was to be in prejudice of mahommedanism. Befides, nadir's condudt 
towards them had been tevere to an extreme, and unprecedented; many 
of them therefore gave myrza aiehtie large bribes to excufe their ap- 
pearance. • ' 

* Among the chriftians fummoned on this occation, only one romish 
prieft, born in Persia, Was a fufficient mailer of the language, to enter 
upon a work of fo critical a nature. As to the Armenians, tho they 
are born fubjedts to Persia, and intermixed with the inhabitants, yet 
there are very few of them who underftand the language fundamentally. 
It was natural to expedt, that myrza aiehtie and the Persian mullahs, 
would be more follicitous }iow to pleafe nadir, and fupport the credit 
of mahomaiedanism, than to diveft themfelves of prejudices, and be- 
come matters of fo important a fubjedl. This, tranflation Was dretfed up 
with all the gloffes which the fables and perplexities of the khoran could 
warrant; their chief guide was an antient Arabic and Persian tranfla- 
tion. Father des vignes, a french miffionary, was alto employed' in 
this work, in which he made ufe of the Vulgate edition. They were 
but fix months in compleating this tranflation, and tranfcribing feveral 
fair copies of it. 

1741. In aiay following, myrza aiehtie, with the Persian aiullahs, and 
fome of the chriftian priefts, fct out from Isfahan for the Persian court, 
which was then held tn the incampment near tahiran. Nadir received 
them with fome marks of civility, and had a curfory view of the perfor- 
mance. Some part of it was read to him on which occation he made 
feveral ludicrous remarks on the myflenous part of the chriftian religion ; 
at the fame time he laughed at the jews, and turned aiahoaiaied and ali 
equally into ridicule. Under fuch circumftances, it was impoffible this 
performance thould produce any good effedt. He obferved that the 
•evangelifts did not agree in their accounts, more than the aiahoaiaiedan 
,aud chriftian priefts; therefore he muft remain under the fame difficulty 
that he was in before : that out of both, if it pleafed God to give him 
health, he would engage to make a religion much better than any which 

had 
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had been yet praftifed by mankind , with feveral other vague reflexions 1741 
of the like nature. He then difmifled thefe church-men and tranflators 
With fome fmall prefents, not equal in value to the expence of then 
journey. 1 

-» I 

It feems as if nadir had his religion to feek, but this projefl, under 
the prefent Rate of affairs, and confidenng the pillion he had for military 
itchievements, was very ridiculous, and by no means agreeable to that 
fenoufnefs with which oriental princes are generally inclined to treat 
this important fubjedh What exalted notions ought not the contemplation 
of the chrilhan religion to mlpire in us, when we obferve the cruelty and 
extravagant principles of government, which generally prevail at the courts 
of mahommedan princes ' In how fhinmg a light do thofe appear, 
whofe hearts are warmed with a generous defire of adling up to tile dig- 
nity peculiar to the chnftiln religion 1 Nor ought it to be objefted, that 
avarice and ambition have often involved the chrilhan world m dillrefs , 
when we have fuch irrefiftible proof of thofe proceedings being diame- 
trically oppofite to the principles of chnftiamty. 

To fet the different chandlers of two eallern princes in contrail with each 
other, we (hall in the note here fubjoincd give a letter, wrote by jilal o’din' 
MAHOMMED AKBAR, emperor of HINDUSTAN, to the king of PORTUGAL 
in 1582. This letter 11 feems to exhibit a remarkable proof how the fame 

freedom 

* The aggrandizer of religion , a title « hidi lie prefixed to his name when he mounted the throne 

* “ GLORY eternal to the true king, whofe dominions are fafe from decay, and whofe kingdom 
4 * is cverlailmg The extent of the heavens, and the boundaries of the earth, arc but minute parts of 
” his creation , and infinite (pace but a finall point of his produftiom * He has regulated the order 
f* of the uimcrfe, and the government of the fons of ad am, by the undcrilandmg of kings, who 
“ excrcife jufttce By his decrees, the ties of love, and bonds of affeflion, arc faflened^ and he has 
** implanted in the various beings and crcatares of his workmanfhip, the pallion of inclination and 
" union, with a mutual tendency to fociety and praties without end are due fo the fouls of prophe j 
“ and apofUes, who walked in the paths of r ghteoufncfs, and dircfled the way to obtain c\ crlafticg 
' felicity 

“ Thofe who hate improved their wndcrflandirgs, and fluJicd the laws of nature, know, that 
“ this tcrreftnal world, is but a mirror of the fpintual one , and that nothing is more def reable than 
** love, or more ftcred than fnendthip mafmuch as the ccconomy ami good order of the world is 
“ owing to aficfUon, and the harmony of mmds i For wherever the fan of love iluneth on the 
E c a “ heart, 

* The mahommxhani, accord ng to the ilTe or the eaftwo languages, of wh ch ourfer pares a e wmo2 
parts a ronatkable fpc-unen, begin their letters, and moll of thnr other writings wjih the pradcs of Cop 
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freedom of fentiment may operate either on the virtuous or on the vicious 
fide. The emperot akuak, tlm’ not fo great a warrior, had as liberal a 

mind, 


»« heart, it clears the foul from the darl nefs of mortality How ought thefe qualities to be diligently 
«* fought by princes, whofe friendly correfpondence is the caufe of happmefs to the world, and to 
«* the inhabitants thereof 1 Tor this rcafon it has been my conitanc and earned endeavour, to flrcngthcn 
« the ties of fnendflup, and the bonds of union, among the creatures of the Almighty , efpecially 
n among kings, whom God by his favou- has fo highly exalted, and fo peculiarly dJlmguifhcd from 
4 the reil of mankind 

Your royal majefty, who is endowed with intclleflual knowledge, and fupports the ordinances 
• of jestrs, Hands in no need of praife or defenpuon Our neighbourhood** with your renowned 
m niajefly, renders our fnendPitp and alliance indtfpenfably neceflnry , but as a perfonal conference is 
“ not practicable, the want thereof mull be fupphed by cmbaUks, ard mutual correfpondcncies, that 
“ our affairs, and the deilres of our hearts, may be mamfc'Ted to each other 

“ Your majefty know*, that philofophcrs and divines, in all nations, and in all ages, concerning 
“ the Vifible and mtelleflual world, agree, that the former ought not to be of any confideraiion, 
*' compared with the latter yet even the wife men of thefe times, and the great ones of all nations, 
" labour and toil to acquire the penflnng things of this vifionary flate j and confurac the grcatefl 
“ part of their lives, and their choicell hours, in procuring material delights, be ng fw allowed up, 
•* and d (Tohed in fleeting plcafures, and tranfitory joys Notvvithftanding thefe obftru&ions, and 
“ the extcnfne bufinefs of my government, the moll high God, through his eternal favour and per- 
“ petual grace, has inclined my heart always to feek him And as he has fubjefted the dominions 
of many powerful princes to me, I endeavour to govern them with underflandmg All my fob- 
“ je&s are happy , for his will, and my duty to him, is the end of all ray defires and afhoas. 

“ Mankind are for the moll part chained with the bonds of fafluon and conllraint, regarding the 
“ cuiloms of their forefathers, or their cotemporanes and relations , and without examining the ar- 
“ guments or reafons for ir, gne an implicit alfent to that religion m which they have been brought 
*' up thus depriving thcmfclves of the means of difcoveruig the truth, which is the bufinefs and 
" erd uf rcafon For my own oart, I fometimes converfe with the learned of all religions and 
" profit by their refpeflive difeourfes But as the \ cil of language interpofes, it is expedient that 
“ you fend unto me fuch a perfon as can dillmflly relate and explain his faith It has 'already reached 
" my fortunate ears, that the heavenly books the Pentateuch, the Pfalnv, and Gofpels, are tran- 
u dated into a it Ante and persic. Should a tranfiation of thefe, or any other books of general 
** ufc and advantage, be procurable in your country, let them be fenr to me 

11 F° r a further confirmation of oqr fricndfhip, and to fecure the foundation of afFeflion and unity, 
“ 1 have font my truSly friend, the learned and honourable sb \ d mazufter, whom I have parti 
“ calarly favoured and diflingutflied he will perfonally communicate to you foveral matters, in which 
" y° u ma y confide Always keep open the doors of erabafiy and correfpondence , and peace be to 
“ Jura who fallows the guide Written in the month Riant ayai. 990 ][ ” , 


Alludes to thejoTe/rons which the fORTUco*« had at that tun- m India f He was fond of the 

bRRiM cr Indian pn*fts, for which abdallau khan, c'uer of the T artakc at that time, complained 
i his letters to him. j Among thefe are rechored the fenptures of the chrifhans by fome marom. 

«, who objeft only ih.t we have corrupted the gofpel , whilft others preten J, that when tho khoraa was 
k«L 6 ht oa the canh, the gcfpd was t*ken into heaven. ft Arm i 5 Sa, 
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mind, as nadir shah. If we may believe this letter was diflated by 
the heatt, how different were the objefts that engaged their attention! 
The one confulted the arts of peace to render his fubjefls happy; the other 
delighted only in war; and we fee what calamities attended it. 


CHAP.- XXIX. ’ ’ 

I* 

Revolt of the muntisiks from the Turkish government. Short description 
of them and their country. The city of bassora under alarm from the 
arabs. ConduB of achmed basha. Bassora threatened with a fiege 
by the Persians. Nadir marches agawjl the jlescees; and meets with 
J'evera! repufes in dagistan. The Russians alarmed at his approach. 
The lesgees defire the proteBion of Russia. The Persians make war 
•with the Arabians, and are repulfed. Dijlrefs of Persia. Dangerous 
, filiation of the Turks. They reduce the Arabian rebels. Great pre- 
parations in Persia for a war. , 

I N the beginning of this year, the muntisiks, with fome other tribes 
of Arabians, who had lately been under achmed basha, threw off 
the Turkish yoke. Thcfe people generally encamp during the fummer 
feafon in tiie difirift of bassora. The Euphrates, which waters this 
country, renders it very agreeable, 3t the lame time that grain, vegetables, 
and pafturage, are in great abundance. It is remarkable that this, as 
well as the other tribes of the Arabians, appear to be a very different 
people in the field, from what they are in, great cities. When they 
are affociated with the neighbouring nations, they are gentle and polite ; 
but when they take the field, the frelli air infpires them with different 
ientiments, and their expertnefs in the ufe of the lance and fabre, renders 
them fierce and intrepid. Their fkdl in horfemanlhip, and their capa- 
city of bearing the heat of their burning plains, gives them alfo a fiu- 
periority over their enemies ; hence every petty chief in his own diftrift 
confiders himfelf as a fovereign prince, and as fucb exafls cufioms from 
ail paffengers, - . 

Their 
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Their conduit in this refpedt has often occafioned their being confider- 
ed in no better light than lobbers, though many of them are Iiofpitable 
and generous, as well as brave and fober. Towards thofe who afk their 
protection they are remarkably didnterefted : numbers of them are di- 
ffinguilhed for their vivacity and penetration ; they have alfo a repul 
tatlon for poetry and aflrology. They generally marry within their own 
tribe : their women are very chafte j indeed they make it death to be 
othetwife; and there are feveral* inffances of fathers killing their own 
daughters for incontinence ; yet for robbery or murder in the field they 
feldom punifh. The different tribes are often at war with each other, 
and the pillage acquired by this means is looked upon as an honourable 
poffefiion. When they plunder caravans travelling through their terri- 
tories, they canfider it as reprifals on the Turks and Persians, who 
often make inroads into their country, and carry away their corn and 
their flocks. In this part of Arabia, anciently called cald^ea w , is fel- 
dom feen either cloud or miff. ' , 

- The jurifdiftion of achmed basha had extended as far as the per- 
sian gulph, and included bassora. The ottoman court being now 
jealous of achmed’, this government was abridged, and confined to that 
of bagdat ; the revenues of the basha were confequently decreafed one 
thoufand purfes *, which rendered him indifferent in regard to the pre- 
fervation of bassora. This city had been for fome time under alarms, 
the muntisiks threatening to pillage it j which indeed was practica- 
ble, had they made the attempt, the inhabitants being unprovided for a 
fiege. ^ The commander exerted himfelf to put the place in a pofture of 
.defence, and ( at the fame rime wrote to achmed basha to come dr fend 
troops to his affiftance. The basha was then upon an expedition againft 
the kourds bilbaz. As loon as he heard of the revolt of thefe Ara- 
bians, he returned to bagdat, and after collecting a body of forty thou- 
fand men, he marched to the relief of bassora. 


To all human appearance achmed might have deffroyed thefe Ara- 
bians j but after fome light fkirmiflies he returned to bagdat. He had 

Z boR fcnng oa the government of bacdad northward from 

” roac 25 01 P ar ^ es » of 500 dollar*, at 4/. arc equal to io,cco/. 
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artfully fown divifions among the chiefs i of the Arabs, particularly the 1741. 
muntisiks and benibames ; by this means he became their arbitrator, 
and turned the fcale, infomuch that he appointed and depofed their chiefs 
as he found it moll for his intereil : this was the reafon for his declin- 
ing to fight them. Befides, he thought it neceffary to return immediately 
to his government ; for he fgrefaw, that nadir shan Would attack the 
TURKS and'if he engaged himfelf at the head of an army out of his 
jurifdiftiou, the port might probably infill on his taking the command 
againll the Persians, to which lie was not the leaft inclined. He knew 
that by fuch means he fihould put himfelf in the power of the grand 
fignior, wliofe good-will he had fome reafon to fulpeft ; or at leaft that 
he Ihould engage with an enemy, againll whom he apprehended he 
fliould make the bell defence within his walls. ,, 1 1 

In the mean while the arabain houles continued to aft vigoroufly 
’ againll the Persians, who could not fupport the war againll them for 
want of fliips. Thefe people made feveral defeents on the Persian 
coaft, and carried off great numbers into flavery. The end of this 
year, nadir fent an officer to require the delivery of his fubjedts in bas-1 
sora, which was threatened with a liege by the Persians j-whilll the 
coldnefs of achmed basha towards the Turkish intereil, rendered him 
fulpefted of holding a correlpondence with the Persian king, and gave 
great occafion of alarm at Constantinople. , 

There is a proverbial faying among the Persians, “ If any Persian 
“ king is a fool, let him march againll the lesoees j” by which is 
plainly underftood, that however potent an army may be, theiituation of 
the mountains of dagistan is fuel), and the people are fo brave, that 
the iuccefs 'of an expedition againll them mull be very precarious. 

Nadir, whom no Persian king exceeded in vanity or ambition, deter- 
mined to try his fortune againll them. Tiiey had given him great of- 
fence upon feveral occafions, particularly by that incurlion during his 
abfencc in INDIA, , in which his brother ibraaim khan was ilain ; 
nor was shirvan ever free from their inroads j lo that great part of that 

2 1 province 

r Thefe they call cueiks. 
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province was rendered defolate. The end of this year nadir marched 
at the head of thirty five thoufand men into shirvan, and from thence 
dircdted his courfe into the mountains of the lesgees. In order to faci- 
litate his progrefs, he cauled vaft quantities of wood to be hewn down 
on both fides the road, defigning to fruftrate any attempt which thefe 
tartars might make to lie in ambufcade. In this he feemed alfo to 
have a further view. The attack which his fon had lately made, on his 
life m the {heights of astrabad, rendered him the more circumfpeft, 
nor was he ignorant that the lescees are as crafty as they are brave *. 

About the beginning of this year he entered dagistan. Here he 
found a very different people from the Indians, whom he had fo lately 
conquered. Inftead of marching through open and fertile plains, 1 in- 
habited by a rich and effeminate people, he was to climb up mountains, 
in many places inacceffible, and which in general ferved as a natural bul- 
wark to tliofe rallies, where only he could expeft to find provifions. 
Thefe were defended by a flout hardy people, whole love of liberty 
had through ages rendered them invincible : and if he could penetrate ' 
through the defiles into thefe vallies, his enemies might ftill take {belter - 
in their mountains, and render all his attempts abortive. 

The terror of his arms had however induced fomc of them in the 
fouthern parts to feud hoftages, and make their fubmiffion. Of thefe he 
removed a confiderable number into kiiorasan, as well to people that 
province, as to prevent their future irruptions into the Persian domi- 
nions. This Hep ferved only to irritate the other lesgees. Nadir 
having left one of his generals with a body of eight thoufand men at a 
pafs, which ,coinmands an entrance into the mountains, he marched for- 
ward in putfuit of the caracaita* lesgees : thefe having retired, and 
drawn him deep into their country, alarmed the inhabitants of the hills. 
After uniting fomc confiderable bodies of their forces, they came down 
during the night, and put his whole army into the utmoff confufion. 

1 hey even attacked the royal tent, took away fomc of .nadir’s treafure, 
trd fevcral of his women. 

_ In 
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1 In the mean while, the Persian general, who was 'left with eight 
thoufand men to fecure the communication with siiirvan, was alfo at- 
tacked with great fury. The lesgees furprized this body of troops b , 
and having the advantage of a wood, and rifing ground, they made great 
hayock among the Persians, before the latter., were able to repulfe 
them. i v .. .< . 

After many fruitlefs attempts, n'adir found his army 'in great dirtrels 
for provifions. ShirVAN had been impoveri/hed to an extreme degree, 
fo as not to be able to fupply him, *nor was the communication open for 
caravans ; he therefore directed his courfe to derhend, the inhabitants 
of which foon felt the fatal eifedts of his neighbourhood. Here he began 
to be extremely fenfible of the great ufe of fhips, by means of which he 
might receive a fupply of provifions from the fouthern coaft of the 
Caspian sea. This circum/tence calls to mind a memorable tranfadlion 
of this year 6 , with relation to the condudt of John elton, the English 
fadtor, whofe injudicious engagement gave fo great offence to the Rus- 
sian court, and fo fatal a wound to our Caspian commerce : but there has 
been already too much faid on this fubjedl, to need any further obfervation. 

This mighty conqueror was now brought fo low, that the remains of 
his lhattered forces, reduced to twenty thoufand men, mull have deferred 
or totally perilhed, had they not been fupplied by the Russians. Every 
part of the world furnifhes us with inftances, of the love of gain carrying 
private men beyond the bounds preferibed by laws. I never could con-' 
ceive, that nadir entertained the leaft thought of invading the Russian 
dominions, but it was fufficient matter of alarm that he attempted to 
fubdue the lesgees ; therefore orders were fent from court, that no provi- 
fions fhould be conveyed as merchandize to the Persian arm y. However, 
the traders of astr achan had aflurance of fo vaft a profit, that they could 
not refill the temptation, as I have already explained d : but derbend not- 

withftanding 

k A rssscii miEoaai y who was p refent in i he Persian camp upon thu occasion, informed me 
of fevcral particulars of the great braver) of the per6Iah«. * Wc find elton was 

at nadir’s camp. See Vol I. page 153. 4 Vol. I. page 127. 
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withftanding fuffered fuch diftrefs, that a great part of the inhabitants 
perilhed by famine. 

The long continuance of the Persian army on the Russian frontiers, 
created a fufpicion at the court of st. Petersburg, that nadir would 
make pretenftons to kislaii, as being built on the Persian territories. 
This is certain, that he took great offence at the condu£t of a Russian 
officer towards fome of his troops, who approached too near to that 
fort ; but for this, fatisfaffion was made him by the court. Though the 
temptation of gain had thus engaged the Russian merchants to fupply 
the Persians, yet the court of st. Petersburg was fo far alarmed at 
their approach, that great magazines were ordered to be formed in as- 
trachan. This city was alfo put in a Hate of defence, and a body 
of troops, to the number of twenty thoufand, under the command of 
■ general tarakanoff, were ordered to file off towards kislar. 

The lesgees had intimated their defire of putting thcmfelvcs under 
the protedlionof Russia, from the time of nadir’s firfl: invading their 
country ; and it certainly was the intereft of that empire to fupport the 
independency 6T thofc brave mountaineers, who form fo fafe a barrier 
againft the Persians. The arrival of the Russian troops contributed, 
to defeat nadir’s defigns, fo that he found himfelf obliged to abandon an 
enterprizc to which his ikill and fortune were not equal. 

As foon as die Russian general arrived in the neighbourhood of da- 
gistan, the lesgees made application to him ; and front an apprehen- 
fion of the danger they might be expofed to, in cafe nadir was deter- 
mined to profecutc his dcfigu of reducing them, they wrote to this com- 
mander as follows : 

“ Ttbji Lor, cured ami mofl accomplifLed general and commander in chief, 

“ Our mod humble petition confifts in this : all the inhabitants of 
“ DAG1STAN having been informed that you are arrived near the fron- 
“ tiers of kislar with an imperial army, and that your intention is to 
defend and protect the fuhjcdts of hcr-impcrial majeffy in andrlrska, 
uoslkofi, and baxan , as alfo all the chiefs and rulers of the Hates 
i ' ‘‘ bordering 
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“ bordering' on the dominions of her imperial ; 'majelly : after longing 1742, 
“ expedlations of your arrival, we have fent our deputies in the name 
of the whole nation to defire your intercefiion, that her imperial ma- 
‘‘ jelly. may receive us under her puifiant protedlion, and permit us to 
“ be her Haves. We are determined to hold the golden border of her 
“ imperial robes, and in fpite of all the evils that may threaten us, we 
“ will not be dragged from them, nor feek any other protedlion, nor 
“ acknowledge any other fovereign than God and her imperial majefty. 

' “ We hereby make a folemn oath of allegiance to her imperial ma- 
“ jelly, whom we mod humbly implore to protedl us againft our ene- 
“ mies, and in her exalted clemency to give a favourable anfwer to our 
“ petition. And that her puifiant majefty may know in what num- 
“ bers our troops confift, we fend you a lift as follows i 


“ Achmed khan the ousmai has . ■ 12,000 

“ The tribe e of aparz - ,, - - 13,000 

“ Achmed khan lord f of schunketin . 2,700 

“ In the diftridls of kanschukul ; - - 8,000 

“ In ABY ----- 5,000 

“ In abugal and kalacksky - - — 7,000 

" In carack » - 7 > 5 00 


“ In the diftridls of kusti 500. In key 2,500 - 3,000 

« In gedat 4000. In kinjode iooo ; and in ku -7 

’ > OjOOO 

“ RADA 1 000 r - - - - > 


men 


« 66,200 


Thefe people, known to the world, but particularly to the Persians, 
for their bravery and Heady love of liberty, now defended tbemfelves againtl 
the conqueror of INDIA, the mod powerful of all the monarebs of the 
call. Nadir faw, though too late, that he had committed a very falfc 
Ff2 


, t Beo. . t ThcfcIprcremcarcOiccAitcAiT/., ditlretTcd 

f° ‘ Tie number feem. greatly to ereecd uto cicfc people toe 

been gouMlly thought able to bno S into the field, tho’ tie fcvenl dirfonl of then may hove eafily 
created mifiabes as ta their ftrength. 
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1742. ftep ; nor could he retire, without weakening his interefl in Persia; 
and his reputation in general. He was fenfible moreover that thefe very 
lesgees would be encouraged by his retreat, to infult all the frontier 
country, and treat the Persians in thofe parts as a conquered people, 
unlefs he employed a more numerous body of forces to guard shirvan, 
than confided with his other defigns. However, of the two evils, it 
feemed the greatefl to wafte his time and deflroy his troops, when he 
might employ them ufefully in other important projects. 

From this time we find nadir fecretly difgufted with the Russian 
court j however, after his return into Persia he Cent for the minifter of 
her imperial majefty who attended the army, and told him, “ that he was. 
<c furprized it ever fhould be imagined he intended to invade the Russian* 
“ dominions ; that it was true he had not been treated with refpedr, 
<c RUSSIA having failed to fend a folemn embafly to congratulate him on 
“.his exaltation to the throne of Persia; but as he underflood there 
“ had been great changes at st. Petersburg, he excufed that forma- > 
“ hty : M at the fame time he defired the miniller to difpatch a courier 
to his court to inform the emprefs, “ that he was intirely difpofed to 
M fupport the peace and good underflanding which fubfifted between the 
“ two empires.” “ . 


During the courfe of this unfortunate expedition in the north, 3/fairs 
in the fouth feemed to prefage as little felicity to persia. Taghi khan 
who commanded in iHinASs, was fent by die king into the country of * 
NiMROuzb in quality of general and admiral, with orders to build fhips 
at render ebou chehre. This khan was no fooner arrived upon the 
co 3 fl ; than he demanded of the french, the dutch, and other Euro- 
pean nations, finps and fhip* builders : and at length, either by money 
or forcible meafures, he obtained a fleet of (hips. One great inflance of 
nadir‘s cruelty exercifed towards the people at this time, was that of 
obliging them to cut timber in m azander an and tranfport it to ben- 
der abassi. In a ftrait line, this is fix hundred and fixty miles, and if 


1 I find moft of the maps which hare fallen under my mfpeAion, are \ery dc facet with regard to 
tfee paces The a a ass inhabit the north coail of the pe hsian gul£ 3rd part of the ban** of 
the Ticxij and Euphrates, befides their proper coumrj of Arabia. k bee Yol I. page *22. 
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we confider the circuit they mull take to render the road pradticable, we 
ntuft calculate at lead: one third more : Co that it was very plain from this 
proceeding, that he did not fo much coniider how things were to be done, 
os that his commands lhouid be executed at all events. Great quantity of 
timber was. cut on this occafion ; but it was tranfported no farther than 
the diftrit of verameh, where it probably remains to this day. 

The Arabian imam or chief of mescat being depofed, fed with his 
family and treafures on board his (hips then in the port, and failed to 
RHURrcKiAN wheie he landed. From thence he proceeded to julfar, 
where was taghi khan with the Persian forces. His intention was to 
put himfelf under the protection of the Persians, on condition they 
would aflift him. to recover his dominions from his rebellious fubjefts. 
..-This defign being difcovered, feveral of his followers abandoned him, 
and carried the veffels again to mescat. This incident was attended 
with the junftion of the HOULES and mescats. The new chief of the ' 
latter being informed that taghi khan, at the mitigation of the depo- 
fed imam, intended to direct all his force againft that city, retired with 
his troops to matra, a place a league diftant. Mescat being thus aban- 
doned, the Persians entered it without any precaution : and the Arabians 
taking advantage of the falfe fecurity of their enemies, furprized and put 
them to the fword. The mescats were alfo victorious at fea. 

, Wkrls cV.4 orx map thas eogoged So war,ty> .land and fee, and at the fame 
time forming a great army with defign to at againft the Turks, Persia 
groaned under the burthen of infupportable taxes. The treafures of India 
ferved only to increafe tbemifery of the people, by affording them a fre- 
quent and melancholy fubjet of refletion on the avarice of their king. 
Notwithftanding the vaft projets which nadir had formed, and the nu- 
merous forces he waa preparing, in order to carry his defigns into execution, 
lie had not yet touched his indi iff treafures, fince they were depofited at 
k.flat. What could be the effet of fucha condut? Exorbitant taxes, 
exited with all the aggravating circum (lances which inhumanity can fug- 
ged, drove tboufands to defpair. Whole villages and towns retired Into the 
, mountains, 


‘The place Is on lie (ballcrn ecaAef the miuc 
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2 mountains, to avoid the barbarous treatment ilievvn them by the shah’s 
' colledtors. Crowds of tlie people fled into the northern parts of India, 
where their king had fo lately triumphed ; and great numbers ppt tbem- 
felvcs under the protection pf the torks. On the'fouthern coaft forne 
fled into ARABIA ; and not a few took every opportunity of tranfporting 
rtiemfelves by fea into the moghol.’s empire. In the heart of tersia 
things took the fame courfe. The Armenians and others, who were 
equally diftreffed by exadtions, left their habitations under the pretence 
of commerce or religious pilgrimages ; infomuch-that the rahdars 1 were 
ordered to examine paffports. The freedom of egrefs, which ufed to pre- 
vail, was much interrupted, on this occafion, orders being given to the da- 
roUgas m , and alfo to the rahdars of great cities, not to let any one pals 
near the frontiers without paffports. As thefe were rcfponfible if any 
perfon miffed them, they were very vigilant in their duty. The Per- 
sians ufually travel with their women, and all the furniture neceffury to 
life j under thefe circumftanccs it was very difficult for them to elcapc, 
had they been fure of bread in foreign climates. 

This was one great tcalbn why jubfa “ was not totally abandoned by 
the Armenians. Tile government of Isfahan, which is reckoned 
twenty-four leagues long, and as many broad, comprehends the diftrtCls 
of TCHI, MARDIN, KIERAKIDGE, KAHAB, BARAAN, PCRHAVAR, ELKHAN, 

and roundesier. Seme of thefe were formerly well peopled ; but now 
they exhibited only a dreary walle, moft of the inhabitants being fled 
or difperled : numbers had taken a precarious refuge in the mountains of 
loristan ; their lands were left untilled, and their houlcs mouldered 
into ruins. In tV.oit, all the dillrcffcs of an unfuccdsful war, or the in- 
vaGon of a barbarous enemy, could not plunge the people into greater 
mifery than the victories of their tyrannical king, who feemed more fol- 
heitous to humble bis own fubjcdls, than his enemies. 

This 

' * Rahdas it the terra £ireo to tiolc who ajc Cseiat cenaot polls 13 the highway, tiller 10 tx- 

pu.eo„c.i, at ittait lull Acccol ng to an so. rot ciablifaiso;, the/ arc obi gtd 10 fiippo n 
s te n: ‘ -r of s to, to pnrot soi Lecp tits road dear 1 sad upon th.i across: arc ecu led to a 
- UI cataraaa of caetciasiirr, aa well aj rajTcsccn. - Lira eaaat of tic coicc. 

I Tie ua-tli of itrAuaii. 
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TL.i tott-iudt Was not ieK. owing to the little love lie boie'to the mi- 
svans, than to his apprehenfions of their feiiitious fpinr, which he rlrcaded 
more than the armies of the Indians, tuhks, or tartars. If he could 
have cut the Persians off at one ftroke, as caliguiA' wi(hed in regard to 
the romans, it is not unreafonable to believe that n Ad i& would have re- 
joiced to have done it; had it been poflible'to re-people the country from 
any other quarter. Every circumftance of his condudt feemed to prove 
this ; fince without altering his ineafures, which gave fuch high provoca- 
tion to rebellion, his chaftifenients were fo extreme, that he was not fa- 
tisfied without killing or putting out the eyes of all ° the people, who 
appeared in arms again!!: him. 


During the courfe of this, year, the poiit was agitated with variety of 
fears, in regard to the armies of Persia. The name 'of nadir had 
fpread fuch a terror on the minds of the turks fix years before, as thid 
period of time had not fubdued. Tile revolt, of the Arabians, who 
often blockaded bassora, was a further circumilance of alarm, leftthcfd 
people (hould join their enemy, for as fuch they confidered nadir shah, 
though he had not yet declared himlelf. ’ 


The conferences held at erzerohm in January produced no effedh 
Nadir had ordered his fon with a body of fifty thoufand men to remain 
in and about hamadan, where he caufed a great quantity of artillery to- 
be call. The turns therefore thought it necelfiry to keep a numerous 
body of troops in the confines of bagdat: but the hopes of , accommo- 
dation dill continuing, the grand fignior fent murIfe effendi into da- 
gist AN, where he defired an audience. Nadir declined entering into- 
this bufinefs* but promifed the Turkish minifier to give him an anfvver 
on the pi tins of mogan. After his expedition again!!: the lesgees,: he 
. explained himfelf in fome meafure, by requiring the reftitution of all tile 
provinces in Armenia, Asia minor, and Georgia ; which were for- 
merly conquered by tameklane. The Turks were fo alarmed at this 
declaration, that befides the great army which was affembled near bag-^ 
DAT, another was ordered to meet on the banks of the Euphrates. 


near erzeroum. 


Towards 


1742, 


• Yol. I. page 315. 
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1742. ■ Towards the clofe of the year, nadir wrote a letter to the grand fig- 
nior, couched in general terms, in which he expreffed an inclination to 
cultivate a good underftanding with the port. He alfo wrote to the 
DASHA of bagdat, making propofals of accommodation in terms, as if 
the two powers had already been engaged in a war. Thefe fteps were 
confidered in no other light, than as a defign to lull the court into an 
eafy fecurity ; and by no means relieved the inquietude of the fultan and 
his minifters. • , 

The swedes having declared war the middle of this year againfl: the 
Russians, they made great follicitations at the ottoman court, to en- 
gage the Turks to break with their enemies, in order to create a power- 
ful divcrfion in favour of Sweden. The Turks, however, faw the 
danger on the fide of Persia too well, to be drawn into any fuch fnarej 
efpecially as they had fo lately accommodated their differences ; nor did 
that molt remarkable revolution which happened in Russia at the clofe 
of the laft year, occafion any change in the meafurcs of the port. - 

What ferved to fupport the ipirits of the grand fignior, was the re- 
. duftion of the zu-beit and mudans, two tribes of Arabians, who 
had "revolted. Achmed bash a finding that thefe people had offered to 
put themfelves under the protection of nadir shah, fent suliman, his 
lieutenant with a confiderable body of forces, who defeated thofe 
Arabians, and returned home with a rich booty. The Turks have 
often occaGon to ufe feverity on thefe people, who are naturally, turbu- 
" lent and inconfiant. To keep them poor therefore has generally been 
the belt expedient to keep them humble. The fucceffes which suli- 
man had obtained, were likely to anfwer a double purpole, by awing 
thefe tribes, and by intimidating others. 

The Turks were alfo relieved from their anxiety, with regard to the 
defigns which the Persians might have formed againft bassora. Na- 
dir had caufed feveral magazines of provifions' to be collefted on the 
frontiers of that diflrift; but in September he ordered them to be fold. 

" This 


» Kiaya or XISAYA. 
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Tins was a'circumftance happy to this city and its neighbourhood in j 
two refpedls. The war with, the Arabians had occafioned a fcarcity, 
while aciimed BASHA not chufing.to truft to the profefiions of ins 
friend nadir, had amaflcd great quantities of provifions in tlrofe puts, 
and fent them to bagdat. This fupply was therefore the more wel- 
come to bassora, where the fwclling of the Euphrates had occafioned 
an inundation, which produced an epidemical diforder. 

We have lately feen an inftance of the force of gain, with regard to 
the RUSSIANS : the love of it often triumphs over every other cOnfider- 
ation. The Turks reaped fomc benefit from buying of thefe provi- 
fions j but at the fame time they fold great' numbers of horfes in kour- • 
distan, and other places in the ottoman dominions, to the Persians. 

A courfe of uninterrupted campaigns had fo far ruined the Persian ca- 
valry, that they could not have continued the war agatnft the Turks,, - 
without thefe fuccouts : notwithftanding which the avarice of the basiias 
and governors induced them to connive at the praftice, infonfuch that 
this year above fixty thoufand horfes, befides a great number of camels 
and mules, were fold by the Turks and Arabians for the ufe of na- 
dir’s armyl 


CHAP. XXX. 

Nadir’j ProjeSls to 'dijlrefi the TURKS. Critical circmnjlancc of achme D ; 

' UA.HA ./ BAGDAT. NADIR Wl DAGISTAN. IntngUCS of the OTTO - 

man court. ■ Nadir finds embajfaiors to bagdat. Tie grand fig, mr 
dedans soar againfi the Persians. Nadir’s plan of operations for the 

campaign. 
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his acceffion to the throne, not Teeming to operate efMually on dm 
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minds of the Persians, towards the clofe of his year he caufedjt to- 
bs proclaimed, that as he had acknowledged the belief of the sunnis 
for the orthodox faith, he required all his fubjefts to follow ,his ex- 
ample. 

Under the circumftances of fear, this declaration created a fufpicion in. 
the Turkish minidry, that it was an artifice of nadir shah, by imi- 
tating the condudi of ashreff’, to taint the minds of the turics with 
religions prejudices ; and the fame fuccefs which that prince had met, 
with regard to his fecurity againft the turns, nadir might poffibly find 
in his conquell of turkey. 

Achmed, easha of BAGDAT, was critically fituated between the pow- 
erful and ambitious nadir, and the jealoufy of the Turkish court : the 
former, tho’ he profeffed himfelf a friend to the easha, afpired at the 
conquell of baGdat s wbilft the latter was concerned to fee this govern- 
ment in fome degree difmembered from the ottoman empire.' Had 
bagdat been in Ids Ikilful hands, it might very probably have fallen a 
ficrifice to the Persians ; and yet many of the Turks gave this general 
the odious appellation of nizam al mueuck, in allufion to the treachery 
which was imputed to that rNDiAN lord, as already related. 

In whatever light the conduit of the basha might appear to the 
port, it was his parts and generofity which fupported him,' and not 
his treafon. By thefe he engaged the friendfliip of almolt every one 
who had any connexion with h m : his officers ferved him with the ut- 
molt fidelity, and confidered their, own fortune as infeparable from his. 
But this generofity had likewife its mixture of evil, as by this means his 
coffers were generally empty ; infomuch, that he was often obliged to 
demand money from the court. He had now exadted fix hundred purfes' 
from the Arabians, whom his lieutenant, suliman basha, had lately 
defeated. The jews of bagdat were alfo obliged to fupply him with 
two hundred purfes. Their chief banker was accufcd of .an illegal com- 
merce with the daughter of a Turkish emir ’, and would have differed 

death, , 

. ' S " Vd - til- Chap XXXVII. - 6.000/. ■ Wo nay obfave 
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death, if they bad not paid this pecuniary mu Id, together with feven 
hundred purfes which was due to the banker from the basiia; but this 
event, whether the jew was really guilty or not, ballanced the account. 

The good underffanding which was fttppofed to fublift between na- 
dir shah and the governor of bagdat, gave the turics ho fmall in- 
quietude. They were in no condition to compel him to give up his go- 
vernment; and out of. fear of driving him to any defperate expedient, 
they diffembled their apprehenfions, and worked fecretiy to accomplifli 
their purpofe. Among other Reps, the court fent feveral bashas to 
bagdat with troops, under pretence of putting the city in a Rate of 
defence againR the armies of Persia; but this expedient did not take 
effedt. The basiia faw through the difguife which the court put on, 
and refufed to give any admittance to thofe troops, reprefenting to the 
grand fignior, that his own forces were fufiicient to defend the city and 
its diRrift. 

If ach MED could have been fuppofed capable of joining his iorces to 
NADIR SHAH, with a view to conquer turkey. Rich a junftion was 
prafticable ; but if he had no fuch defign, (as indeed how could a man 
of his parts commit fo grofs an abfurdityi) the conduit of the ottoman 
court was very, imprudent with regard to her own fafety. The circum- 
flances of the basiia rendered it necefiary, that the grand fignior fliould 
be kept in fear of the Persians, as a decifive blow on either fide might 
oblige him to yield up his government ; and it was plain enough that 
nadir was preparing for fome important enterprize. 

Had the Turks been in circumfiances of fupporting a war againR 
-Persia, the perplexed condition in which nadir found himfelf in da- 
gistan, tendered the occafion favourable ; however, it was fome con- 
folation to them, that the rapidcourfe of his arms had met fuch a check, 
as might afford them time to colleft troops, and alfo treafure to fupport 
them. 

G g 2 In 

were equally Reft with regard to their women, bat we find under NADia’s reign, all dift-nflions of 
MAUOUMEDAN and chrillian were levelled. SceVol.i ptgc 30S, It is true die Jaws are held in 
much greater abomination than the chnibans. 
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In February this year, nadir abandoned his enterprize on dagi- 
sTAN • and leaving derbend, he marched to the plains of mogan, not 
without apprehetifions that the Turks would make fome irruption into 
his dominions, before he could put himfelf at the head of his forces. 

, The grand fignior had reafon to be perfuaded that he never fhould 
have a folid peace with nadir, till he had an opportunity to humble 
him. The port was willing to think, that his fuccefles arofe from his 
intrigues, and the force of his bribes, as well as his valour and military 
knowledge. Upon this principle, they began to confider him as lefs dan- 
gerous, in a prefumption that he would have no advantage over them by 
treafonable pradtifes. Their eyes being alfo more open to their intereft, 
they faw the fault which they had committed, in lofing many favourable 
opportunities ; and prepared in the moft effeftual manner to take mea- 
fures to free themfelves from any future alarms. 

The vizir ali basha employed all his ikill and intereft to difplace 
ACHMED, BASHA of bagdat : he even carried his refentment fo far, as 
to tamper with osman basha, governor of the citadel ' of bagdat ; 
and to promife him the government of the city and province, if he could 
by any means remove aciimed. This propofiil not being accepted, the 
vizir, according to the ordinary courfe of caftcrn intrigues, tried ack- 
med ; and orders were difpatched to him to fend the head of osman. 
Being furprized at fo extraordinary a commiflion, in prejudice to a 
nun againft whom he had no caufe of complaint, lie acquainted os- 
man wall the affair. This produced an explanation on botli fides: 
the mutual confidence which from thence arofe, cftablithed their friend- 
fhip ; and they had foon after the pleafure of feeing their enemy dif- 
, poffcflcd of his office. Aciimed was at length confirmed in his go- 
vernments, both of bagdat and bassora j the grand fignior’s decree 
for this purpofe arriving in aprie. The court had wifely judged tliis 
to be the beft expedient, to remove the offence given the basha, to- 
gether with their own jealoufy. 

It 

r ■ 1 C..CCT lit) call uui.ona. TBey Laic ccrcrally roccirors of cuaEcb JXuIt ficra die 
city a.4 poticcc. 
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It is probable that nadir made feme attempt to corrupt achmed. 1743; 
The vile principles of other men, which he had fo often found fubfervient 
to his ends, might have mduced him to play off his diabolical engines, 
and try the efficacy of gold. Myrza zeki, a perfon much in the con- 
fidence of nadir, was fent by him to bag dat, in the charafler of em, 
baflador to the basiia, who received him with great demonftrations 
of kindnefs, and a profufion of magnificence. The embaffador acquaint- 
ed the basiia, that his mailer intended to make the pilgrimage of imam 
ali, and other places in the neighbourhood of bagdat, where the 
Persians were wont to pay their devotions ; and that he would fend 
four khans with troops to efcort him. The basha could by no means 
• relith this information, as it feemed to conceal feme fecret defign foreign 
to the pretence of teligion; however, in return for the honour which 
had been done him in this embaffy, he fent his kinfman mahommed, 
ki ay At to attend the embafiador, alfo with letters and magnificent 
prefents for nad t R : among the latter were ten beautiful horfes richly 
ciparifoncd. This embafiy produced no other effeft, than to confirm 
that cllcem which the Persian king had ahvays^exprefied for the 
basiia. 

Whilft thefe negotiations were carried on, the port faw the Harm 
ready to burtt forth. The eleventh of jUnc the horfes tails were hung 
out of the feioglio at constan riNOPLE as a fignal of war. At the fame 
time orders wete given to ftrengthen the ottoman army on the banks 
of the rupHRATEs near erzeroum The Persians had already com- 
menced hoftihties; and bassora and bagdat were inverted aimort at 
the fame time, the former by a body of thirty thoufand Persians, wiio 
were joined to fome tribes of Arabians'. They" took immediately the 
fort of curdilan on the fide of the river oppofite to that city : they alfo 
ravaged feveral fmall towns and villages, and put many of the inhabi- 
tants to the fword, taking their women mto rtavery. The territories of 
bagdat, which were hardly recovered from the calamities they had dif- 
fered ten years before, were alfo pillaged and laid wafte. 


' The 
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The Turks however colledied a great army on the fide of erzezoum, 
and another at diarbekir, and determined to make head againft the ene- 
my. The Persian troops which were before bassora and bagdat, 
were therefore ordered to leave thofe places and join at Mosul, and from 
thence to advance to diarbekir. The plan for the operations of the 
campaign being formed, nadir himfelf at the head of a great body of 
forces marched to van, with a defign to hem in the Turks at erzeroum, 
and force them to a battle, and then to attack the ottoman dominions 
in two different parts at the fame time, and pulh his conqueft as far as 
the capital. He had been fome time making preparations to take the 
field ; bat he did not begin the campaign with fo much ardour as in his 
former war againft the Turks. The repulfe he had met in dagistan, 
had in fome degree diminiflied his reputation; whilft the acquifitions 
which his troops had made in India, rendered them to all appearance, 
lefs defirous of war. 

The love of eafe, and the cultivation of the arts of peace, will ever 
be grateful to mankind; but even fuccefs in war muft tire and diftrefs. 
The moft fortunate campaigns have generally been attended with great 
labour, and feldom without the lofs of many lives to the vidtors ;- yet 
according to the common notions of mankind, to wade through rivers of 
blood is the glory of military atchievments : fo much does a vicious felf- 
•love counteract the great defigns of ptuvidence. 


CHAP. 
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f r 

The TURKS put tbemfehes in a Jlate of defence. The bactiauis and 
" balouches remit. The Turks fend a. pretender into Persia, who 
” is joined by d great body of lesgees and Persians in shirvan. They, 
are defeated by the Persian forces under the command of nesr ali 
myrza. Rebellion of taghi khan in shirass fupprejjed. 

A FTER a campaign of near fourteen years, the-ardour of the per- 1743, 
sian foldiers began to abate, whilft the turks recovered from 
their apprehenfions. Mosul was put in a condition of defence, and the 
Persians endeavoured in vain to make themfelves mafters of it : they 
loft a great number of men before the town, and were obliged to raife 
the fiege Ali basha, governor of diarbekir, commanded a numerous 
army, and had taken all the precautions of an experienced general to 
flop their progrefs, had they even fucceeded at Mosul j but that blow 
failing, prudence forbid, their advancing any further, whilft an uncon- 
quered country remained behind them. 

Nadir found the Turks every where prepared for his reception : ai 
number of fortified towns, defended by an enemy become brave by 
their experience, feemed refolved neither to be won by his intrigues, 
nor to be fubdued by the terror of his name. Superiority of numbers, 
and the mere dint of valour were therefore his only refourccsj and 
as he was fenfible that bis conduct had rendered the Persians every 
where ripe for a revolt, the lofs of a battle would probably have been 
his ruin. As the Turks kept only on the defenfive j the iflueof the war 
could not eafily be determined by any decifive blow. Under thefe cir- 
cumftances nadir retired to the neighbourhood of kerkoud, where the 
TURKS fuffered him to remain unmolefted. 

In the mean while near two thouftnd families of the bactiaris, 

■whom the Persian king had tranfported to the province of khoras^n, 
o returned 
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1743. returned to their own country.; where, they, retired into the mountains; 
refolving to'fliake o£F the Persian yoke. Nadir being apprehcnfiye 
that others would follow their example, fent a great body of ousbegs 
to keep them in awe. The balouchls alfo. refufed to fend any fur- 
ther fupplres of men or money.; and a body of Persian troops, which 
had matched againft them, was defeated. 

A great aart of the frontier country to the fouth, and alfo the inha- 
bitants o^Srb fea eoaft, finding nadir’s government infupportable, took 
up arms at the fame time : taghp.khan, the governor of farsistan, 
followed their example. This [chan was alfo a beglerbeg, and had 
been much eflecmcd by nadir: he was permitted to wear the heron's 
feather on the left fide, and to ride upon an elephant ; which was not 
granted but to two or three perfons in the whole empire. The feveral 
expeditions which this KAHN had made againft the MA5CATS, hiving been 
attended with very ill fortune,. his reputation with the king was much 
declined. Khalbelli khan, a relation of the shah, and an officer 
under taghi khan, was become fo great an objeft of jeal’oufy to nadir, 
that he gave orders to taghi khan to fend him his head ; but; the beg- 
lerueg made ufe of his intereft with his matter, and fayed khalbelli. 
Soon after taghi khan himfelf was fufpe&ed of treafon ; and undei 
pretence of efteem and great confidence, nadir charged his relation to 
fend the khan prifoner to the camp. The mutual regard which fub- 
fifted between thefe two lords, naturally produced an explanation ; and 
they both few that their fecurity depended only on their abilities to op- 
pofe the tyrant, whom late difappointments had rendered extremely cruel. 

Under thefe circumftances, they previoufly concerted their meafures 
and refolved to rebel. To facilitate this defign, it was agreed that ta-' 
ghi khan fhould fee out for the camp, as if he meant to give an ac- 
count of himfelf to the shah ; and that khalbelli fhould in a day or 
two fend after him, upon the pretext that a rebellion was breaking 
out, and therefore his prefence' became abfolutely neceflary at shirass. 
Accordingly the beglerbeg returned, and under pretence that the 
■neighbouring people had taken' up arms againft the king, he colie&ed a 
• 1 body 
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•tody ofijrfopS fouthe : number; o£-fcvea: thoufand, : dnd. feizedl 
naval force on tlie Persian* gulf, „di yd iM.jf.ij . van 


. ( i Whilft theftfftorms 'were^gath.efrmg in the^ibiitH,' fuRKs' thought 

^the^ opportunity ' very 'fivbu’rabje^o'fbmen? a rebellion' in ^VnorthVi ' TJie 

irioft proper inftru meats 'Tor ' tfteir 1 jWpofe* iEs ge e’s.\ ;J The re- 

Tentment; of thefe- people Ifprl the VttepiptV agaiarf > them. : the' preceding, 
year, made them s %vl(h‘ for fom’e favourable bpporCuniCy'of cJirfreffing the 
Persians: J.The-. turbiish miniflry : .w‘ere>fenfible : that' nAdir Vgovern- 
jnent ivas- already .become, odious ;:aiid. that pbiBbJy^any : pretender ‘they 
might fet up under the notion'of being-of ;the royal blob d J of the seff'ie 
family, might make a' diverfion in their favour. ■’ - For this purpole there4 
fore they engaged. a. certain- Persian named SAun 'V who pretended to ' 
be the younger fpn of shah hussein. The turks alfo infinuated, that 
. sEEFiE MYRZAj'.the^elder fon, was yet alive under their protc&ion. f J$auj* 1 
had' made his appearance in Persia Tome' years before, in the habit’ 'of a 
dervish, privately infinuating that' he affected' that garb to conceal his 
' birth:' he was then ’taken' by Ibrahim khan, -nadir’s' brother, who in 
contempt cut’ off* the tip of his riofe,' and fet him "at liberty. ' This man 
was from that time called binni'e' buride*, or fnip-nofe. The inhabi- 
tants of SHAMAKiE-nowTeceived’ him with great demon fixations of rc- 
fpedt, and he foon collected an army to the number of fixteen thoufand 
men, ''of which the greateft part were lesgees. Thefe brave moun- 
taineers had made incurfioris 'in the neighbourhood of derbend from the 
• time of nadir’s leaving' that city; and kept "the garrifon in perpetual 
alarms. ' Taking the advantage of the night, they laid a quantity of gun- 
powder in the broken parts of the walls, and fetting fire to it, did great mif- 
chief, tho’ they could not accomplirti the taking of the place : this artifice 
was repeated fevera! times. ■ They often came in' large bodies, in the nighr, 
arid letting fly clouds of arrows at the troops who guarded’the walls, imme- 
diately changed their fituation ; io that the Persians were at alofs How to 
aim their artillery. All the arts of perfuafion, as well as violence had been 
/ tried to bring thefe tartars to a fubmiffion. The garrifon made .re- 


• w THs. word is alfo proEoanccd.sAAU. 


Vox. IV. ‘ H h' 
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17'42' pe»«ed ! faces', and had frequcnt-fkiriniflies with tKemj both fidcs «*et> ’ 
cifing cruelties unwarrantable by the law of arms*. Thofe who fur- 
rendered themfelves without fighting, ' and promifed under an high not to 
bear arms againft the shah, were difmiffed by the Persians. ‘ A" decree 
was alfo fent amongft the lesgees, that whoever would trade , with , per-‘ v ~ 
sia, ihould be free of all duties, and that paflports firould.be granted for 
the fafety of their perfons ; but this had little or ho elfedt , 

The continuation of thefe hoftilities kept deerbend alnioft in as great 
diftrefs as when nadir left it. All the males who were above fixteen, 
were obliged to bear arms, and the young women above fourteen, , were 
given as wives to the new recruits, by an arbitrary. a£t of. the governor j 
whilft the fcarcity was fo great, that numbers died for want. ■ 

J 744 . The beginning of this year the pretender saun marched into shirvan,' 
at the head of an army .rnoftly comppfed of, lesgees. They were pil- 
laging at large, when a.bpdy of twothoufand Persians' in nadir's in- 
tereft, endeavoured to flop. their progrefs, but ; were intirely. routed.'. The 
whole, province being thus threatened with deflation, nadir fent his;fon 
nesr, ali myrza, at the headoftwentyfive thoufand, men;, The 
lesgees, in conjunction .with great numbers of people.of the province, 
made an obftinate refinance ; but after much bloodflied they were defeated 
near the conflux of the kura and ar as. It was here nadir was. chofen' 
king ; and on the fame fpot, where the people had. given fuch proof , of 
their weaknefs and corruption, was now erefted a monument of their. 

. mifery and diftrefs. Nadir caufed a pyramid, of human headsrto be 
built in token of his.vidtory, and to deter the few remaining inhabi- 
tants from any future rebellion. *• 1 : ' ' ' •’ 

Saun- fled with feventy men only, but was, foon taken. The shah 
ordered his fon to cut, out one of .the eyes of this rebel, and that he 
Ihould be then fent to, the ottoman court, with this meflage ; That 
“ nadir difdained to take the life, of fo delpicable a wretch, though 

■ .“'the 


. I: wa, not uncommon for the rzniiANS to cat off the leg, of the lesgiij, or to cut out 
tircyo.wnh thu cruel taunt, that they might "then make the bed of their way home. ■. ' . 

i See Vol. I. page 38S. • . 
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“ gt^nd fignior had efpoufed his caufe, • as a defendant of the family 
“ of the'SEFFIES ‘-i- •• •• ■ • ! 

v,t The .confequence of this, rebellion was- the, ruin .of, aimoft.the whole 
province ofjSHmvAN. ,In the meanwhile; thc ; revoIt;of . taghi.-khah 
_ becamea yery'ferious affair’; he was one ofjthe loft- of, the antient per,, 
sian nobility,, and tho'.he had been, unfortunate in his nava( ;yar,againft . 
the ARAnsJ -he had the, reputation, ofj a'n able, ftatefinan, and a gallant'' 
officer; qualities which rendered him fo much the greater objea of 
jealoufy. -'Nadir detached-’ a body 1 of eighteen' thoufand “'men 'to sin-' 
r'ass/ under- feme of his- moll experienced generals. '‘'This was a force* 
fo much fuperior to- that of taghikhan, that being' in no 'capacity to 
meet'tliem in'the field, ' he fliut himfelf up in' tlie city] *“ " ' ' -• 

We have already feen, to what deplorable circumftances the- city of. 
shirass, the. capital of. FARSisrAN,' was' reduced' in 1724; and again in 
1729 / it was now once more doomed to be a fccne of dillrefs arid (laugh- 
ter; . Tachi khan defended the city for fome weeks/ but’, at length it 
was'- taken by ftorm :■ the inhabitants were puniflied with the utmoft fc- 
verity;- and a great part of their effeffs were pillaged/ under the pre- 
tence of'fequeftration,’ for the ufe of' the king. Moll of thofe who had 
been in arms were put to the fword, or deprived of- fight. Taghi 
khan; attended by a-party of his friends, fled in the difguife of Ihepherds,’ 
dur -wenr i6oir idiCuvtaetd dy-'rihr ntsoahay offilhai-Wir flhvamK tfih 
was- brought to Isfahan witlrhis favourite wife, and about forty of -his' 
neareft relations- and dependents/- ’■ 1 ■ ''' ’* 1 ' 

“ This lady was violated before her huiband’s face by a common foldier;- 
' which was the highell indignity that could be offered to this nobleman, and- 
contrary to nadir’s ufual regard to women. His relations and friends 
were put to death /and himfelf, after beingdeprived of on’e'of his eyes, 
was callrated. Stridl orders were given, that all poffible care fliould be 
taken, that the -operation fliould not affeft his life. Jt was laid, that 
- I-'-. ,t. .Hh-2 - ' NAniR 

• . * It was remarkable, that saum was thus fiifTered to cfcape for the fecond time. He was a rank 
predeftinarian, and concluded that he was yet referved for (bmc extraordinary event. * The 

twenty-five thoufimd men, mentioned in Vol. I. page 2+. 'part of them I imagine were fear againd 
the other rebels in that neighbourhood. - 
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1744., nadir. hacTmade! an oath 1 never to put taghi khan to death, and 
was therefore wanton in hi? cruelty, without touching the' life- of this 
lord. , It is probible, that the shah thought him an honeft man, and 
a more able general, than many belonging to his army , and as he had 
given him his life, expefted from him the greater marks of fidelity. 
Upon what other principle can we .reconcile nadir's conduit , ( who, 
after thus gratifying his refentment, gave this khan the government of 
cahiil > What particular circumftances. might induce him to take fo> 
extraordinary a refolution, my authorities do not mention it feems to be 
an effect of that caprice and whim, which we find upon many occafions, 
as if he a fretted to eftablifli a rule of conduct, contrary to the fundi' 
mental principles which common experience has taught mankind.'. 


CHAP. XXXII. > 

Rebellion of astrabad Engdish merchants plundered Nadir returns 
from turkey tnto Persia. 'Report concerning his abdication Dijlrefs 
of Persia the Turks' make great preparations for war. Nadir 
anbrebes into the Turkish damtmonsl Battle fought near erivan the- 
TURKS defeated. * 

T H E flames of civil war now fpread themfelves like a torrent In 
JANUARY this year, the khajars of astrabad alfo threw off die 
yoke, and chofe mahommed hassan * as their leader. After joining a 
body of turkuman tartars their neighbours, they took the capitaL 

of 

' It feeim a! if oaths were deemed very facred dungs among the mahomueoans and that the 
■vileft of men were not vile enough to disregard their engagements, to which they call the Almighty 
to witrefs * Mr otter mentions, that tac n kiuh no foonef arrived atCAiun., than 

he rebelled, bull never beard that cabvx. did rebel till after the death, of nadir, siia », cr juft, 
before when tuauaras khan commanded the Persian forces on the Indian fde It js true,, 
that many events have happened, which for wjU of correfpoadence, and from the vvnd d forders of 
a country rent with civil wars, have never reached Europe X have already obferved, that for my 
own pan I adopt only what l have part cular re^fon to bel eve is true, and thofc events wh ch appear 
but impcrfeftly rel t*d with regard to circuadlanccs, the peadcr wall afenbe to the manner in vvh ch 
they have been handed to us J * The fon of pate v am khan, ipenuorcd, 

m p ge t8 
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' of the province', ■ fcizcd'the.siMHVtreafurej: arid plundered a valuableca- , 7 
ravan-bclohging-toUh'cBRiiTsri Russia company*! .who' Were at this time- ‘ 
attempting to open a new; trade-over the Caspian* fea to' jiesched, novv* 

*■ ebrifideretf as the capita! of the' empire.*" '' ■' ’ '_■ * : '' 

' Tliere'carinotthea 'greater demanftraiiori of the- fatal eSffejfls.bf a fyran- 
’ Jiical government, than' the extreme' raflinelsf of .the ^nliabitanti' of'-this 
province. . Mahomaicd hassan had held a corre/pondence with saun, 
atid acknowledged him as fovercign. 'He pfopofed,. that whilft saun was 
conquering off the 'weftern coafly he would reduce, tlie/fouthern parts bor- 
dering on ‘the Caspian, fea. sit was' with. difficulty jieraifed a little army 
of. three thoufarid men ; "and saun, tho* he headed.’fixteeri thoufiiid/was 
not able to'fupport'himfelf.’againft the numerous .forces of nadirs yet 
the temptation' of plundering the t'reafure and caravan, drew the infatuated 
followers pf hassan '.into' deftrudion. 1 ^'heminute circ'umftandes 'of this 
rebellion" are rtlate'd'iri’my firft volume'. I have therefore only’ to’add,' 

- that this army of K H A j a rs atidT ti r ku'm'ans wefein the following month 
defeated by'fiftcemhundreddf the shah's troops from khorasan j and by 
their- lofs in. battle, executions, and fequeftrations, the whole province-wax 
' fuinedt-'-‘ ; Froin thiSHime-NADiR took the refolutiori of fending a body of 
1 'forces, and to build a fort-on the eaflern coaft of the Caspian, .with a 
view to awe the Turkomans;' but the want of 'water in their defert 
prevented the execution -h • 

•"Whetherrealons offpoiTcyfor any other monve pr'evaii’eo’, nadir cer- 
tainly gave frequent proof of his regard to equity ; and there is a juftice' 

' due to the'worft of men. Thal’which was (hewn on tliisoccafi on to the 
British 1 merchants; ought to' be remembred; for he caufed die whole 
amount of their lofs to be paid to their faflors. ■* 

'"The fortune of- this eaflern fpoileVieemetl now to decline yery fail': and 
the general defedtion of the Persians yendered the profpe<a of his future 
reign very gloomy. The flames of rebellion, which .thus broke out in 
fo many different’ quarters, reduced him for the prefeiit to the nCceffity 
of abandoning his flcfigns.againfl the, Turks ; and in the month of .-march 

this* years,- he returned into the- plains of hamadan. -. ■ - 1 p ; ■- 

... i; * f--* .... It 

• Cliaptm XXX. XU I- XL VI. . < See VoL I. p= s s 311 . « Sce-Vol. Up & =43, *44-* 
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It is not Did whetiicr nadir bad any children by the aunt of shah 
T.tHMAS i but his unfortunate fon riza Koutr aiykza, to whom a lifter 
of that prince had been given in marriage, had a fon by her, whofe name' 
was shahrokh, now about ten years of age. It was fuggcfted that 
nadir defigned to abdicate the regal power in favour of shahrokh, as 
being lineally defcended on the mother's fide from the seffie family, and 1 
that himfelf would retire to K/ELAT to end his days in Tepofe. This 
opinion feemcd to arifc rather from the confufed ftate of affairs, than 
from the probability that nadir really meant to abdicate the crown, or 
that he could confidently with his own fafety give up the command of 
his army. Nor was it probable that shahrokh, who was born in fuch 
diftrafled times, whofe father had been deprived of-fight for rebellion 
sgainft his own parent, and whofe mother had poifoned herfelf, to avoid 
the cruel death of fcvcral of her relations, who were ripped up it is not, 

I lay, probable, that fuch a perfon, however entitled by birth, fliould 
c\cr arrive at a quiet pofleflion of the regal dignity. 

Under fuch diftra&ion of the (late, and the jealoufy of the ufurper, 
to name a fucceffor would have been to dethrone himfelf in his own ap-' 
prehenfion. Every thoughtful man forelaw * what confufion mull: ne- 
cefiatily follow the death of Nadia, although this event was fo much 
defiled by the people. It was moft natural to imagine, that as nadir 
had put out the eyes of his cldcft fon RIZA kouli .MvnzA, the fccond 
fon nezr ali MYRZA, fliould be confider’d as the prefumptivo heir of 
tile Persian diadem. This prince however gave no marks of a fpirit 
equal to fo dangerous a charge. Am kouli khan, the fon of iura- 
him KHAN*, was therefore confidcred as the perfon moft probable to fuc- 
cccd. This opinion was favoured by his being made governor of kiio- 
uasan, and by a certain popularity of conduft, not fuch as gave uni- , 
brage at this time, but tending to make impreflions of his generality. 

I 


< I tare afaa iLico-r&d ca tte Cbjefl aaitteeeleca jeCua la am LAN, ttfco felercU a great 
tun if ttc eaRaurfi, vtwa tave Gate tapjetuS. at a saaral caele floe tec u ital tlcfpcr are^flale 
tov-aj, eeeua wu nrlired. 1 Iterant etta*. aaaia'e ctlcA bnatee, the Cure 

ren-a»Sow„R u ^H. 7 Uie lIlclII h rataau aaala tUZetlare an loot, to 
' " ’ P-* iLea-Acray latte tr.are to be tlo.l"ti, a, thcUuag apfean .acoaiiSecr, ttbibl ana 
aal it rasa t*l St pea a (tae ta tte ccsea-aj cf rlaataiy. 
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I have related in what nailery ‘ Persia was involved by nadir's ava- 1744, 
rice, joined to a reftlefs fpirit of.conqueft, and a fear of dilbanding his army. 

In the molt civdized countries we often find, that after a long feries of 
war peace is attended with many evil effeds, efpecially from the lawlefs 
conduit of thofe who want flcill, induftry, or honefty to get their bread. 

But in a country fo loft to'a fenfe of moral duties, and fo impatient un- 
der the yoke of an ufurper, nadir’s foldiers would have been the firlt to 
rebel, as foon as they Ihouldibe difcharged. They already curfed him, 
not in their hearts only, but with their tongues; 'declaring, that he had 
no fenfe of humanity, /and therefore iiis talents as a foldier could never 
render him worthy to reign over them : befides, the native Persians in 
his army were much inferior to the number of the tartars, and con- 
fequently the former confider’d themfelves as ailing under the influence 
of men whom they defpifed. The people in general, grown defperate 
by feeing their fubftance torn from them, were kept from rebellion no 
longer thin they were awed by a military force. Yet they 'were re- 
duced to fo hard a dilemma, as to tremble at the profped of a change. 

Such was the fituation of Persia in the middle of this year, when 
nothing could give a ftronger proof how much mankind are fcourges 
to themfelves in confequence of their own villainy, than that a people 
who had been regardlefs of their lawful king, now groaned under the 
tyranny of an ufurper who trod onVneir necks wVihfuchboondltfs cruelty. 

Nor was it lets amazing how a country almoit deferred, could find pro- 
vifions to fupply an army. - 1 


It is eafy to imagine the fatisfudion which the port received at the 
rebellions in Persia: this made a difcovery of the real weaknels 
of their enemy. ‘ They were ftill alarmed on account of achjied ( 
DASHA : the reludance he had fliewn to ad agamft the Persian®, by 


which he deligned to maintain himfelf the better in his government, 
was conftrued by his enemies at court as a delertion of his mailer's 
caule ; and conlequently that lie meant at Ieaft to ered an independent 
fovereignty. „ ' . 
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744; The iurks, harraffed with war fqr fo mapy years, grew clamorous, 
and a change in the miniflry was threatened. Their fears perpetually 
reprefepted nadir shah as de(lroying, their at mics^ and, laying vvafte 
their country, without a profpedt pf pepce., The court <mdeayoured.by 
all poffible means to foothe the peppje it was even declared, that a 
peace was concluded, vyith Persia, by the interpofitiop of achmed basha. 
The defign.of this was to remove the fufpicions which were entertained 
of this basha, and at the fame time to give the people, hopes of repofq. 
The court however had experienced fuch caprjce, inponftancy,_ and want 
.of faith ip nadir, that they could make no dependance on. any treaty 
,W'th him, but fuch as was made fword in hand. Many projedts were 
formed .to bring vaft armies into the field : it was even propofed to em- 
bark,,fome bodies of the crim tartars; on the black .sea, and land 
.them at trebisqjtdc y apcf to bring.troops from Egypt, and land them 
at albxandrxtta, to endeavqur by this means to coyer their dominions 
in the antient Mesopotamia. In.£hort, all poflible expedients were tried 
to fet bounds, to fo dangerous a neighbour, . whofe fortune had prevailed 
over the numerous rebellions raifed againft. him. 

In july nadir marched back again into the Turkish dominions, 
feemingly with a view to fupport his troops in the enemy’s country, which 
ho could no longer do in his own. All the frontier of the Turkish do- 
minions had been fo long a prey to great armies, that they were be- 
come ivaitc. In tlie mean while, the. taxes drawnfrom his people be- 
ing infutficicnt for the current fcrvice, he was obliged to have rccourfe 
to his Indian treafure, but in fuch fmall proportions, as afforded very 
little relief to tile people. 

Nadir, remained feme time between cashin and hamadan, with 
an 'army of thirty thoufmd men y with thefe he awed his fubjeds, 
particularly the inhabitants of the coafi: of the Caspian, who were in 
general ripe for a revolt. In this fituation he could alfo fupport a cor- 
rcfpondcncc with his armies on the fide of India, and with that body 
of forces which he had left near kerkoud. In the mean time lie 
3 , 1 expedted 
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cvpedled to be joined by his forces which had been fent to the fouth 
againft shirass, and the neighbouring country. 

Towards the clofe of this year, an adtion happened between the Per- 
sians and TURKS near cars; but as it was by no means decifive, it ferved 
for little more than to fupport the fpirit of animoiity, and prevent that 
peace which the Turkish miniilry fo anxionfly fought : at leaf! we do 
not find that the Persians were driven out of the Turkish dominions, 
nor that cars was taken, agreeable to the common reports of that time. 
The Turks however maintained their ground with fuch refolution, as 
rendered all the attempts of the enemy abortive. 

The Persian army pafled the winter near their own frontiers. Nadir 
feemed to think it neceffary to keep himfelf in readinefs againft the in- 
teftine commotions of his own countiy, and at the Dime time to watch 
the motions of the Turks, who were refolved to make their greateft efforts 
the next campaign. 

’ Near the end of this year, achmed khan, a Persian general, fled to 
Constantinople from the tyranny of his mailer. The Turks received 
him with diffidence, left his pretended flight ihould be one of thofe 
ftratagems which their artful enemy nadir had fo often played againft 
them. The khan however gave them fuch convincing proofs of the 
real caufe of his abandoning his late mailer, that he was received into 
the confidence of the Turkish minifters. He flattered them into a be- 
lief that if they would exert themfelves, and fend a large army into the 
field, the Persians, being once intimidated, would defert in whole fijua- 
drons. This opinion was founded on his knowledge of the great dif- 
affedtion of many of the officers and foldiers in the Persian army. 

The lesgees, remembering their defeat in shirvan the beginning of 
laftyear, were anxious to fee their haughty enemy bumbled to the duf l. } 
For this purpofc they lent two embafladors to Constantinople, offerings 
to aifift the turks with a body of men^in confideration of a certain ium^ 
of money. They reprefented at the lame time, bow bravely they had 
defended their liberty againft the ufurper nadir, and that they ilill per- 
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Cfted in their refolution of defending themfelves. It had not been the 
cuttom of the lesgees for fome ages to leave their mountains to engage 
in the fervice of any foreign prince, nor have they often marched farther 
than shirvan and GEoncrA to fight their o'vn battles ; but their prefent 
circumftances induced them to make this offer, to engage in the 
Turkish fcrvice, as the swiss do in that of France. The *port 
received thefe embafladors with great ‘marks of didindtion, and gave 
them very fair promifes ; but we do not find that they were fo 
fatisfadtory to the crafty lesgees, as to engage them to fend any 
fuccours to join the ottoman army : indeed it was not without the ut- 
moft difficulty the grand iignior could raife money to pay his national 
troops. 

! 

1745. This year began with preparations for the mod powerful army which 
had yet appeared in the field againft the Persians, towards which ser- 
vr a, Bosnia, and Romania, all contributed their quotas. This nume- 
rous army was to be affcmblcd at ca'rs, in order to open the campaign 
by the firft of April. The Turks feemed thus determined to make 
the mod vigorous efforts, and free themfelves from the dread of their 
enemy ; which could not be done by keeping within their walls. This 
talk was the more difficult, as a continued ferics of ill fortune had in- 
timidated the ottoman forces ; neither were the European troops in 
the lead difpofed to pal's over into Asia, as it had generally proved 
their grave. 

In the mean while, the fupprcfiion of the rebellions of siiirvan, 
shir ass, and astrabad, had humbled the Persians : though, groan- 
ing under a tyrannical government, they were in no condition to tvith-hold 
their obedience. Nadir being fatisfred that be had nothing to fear from 
hij own people for the prefent, left bis Ton N esr ah mvrza with a body 
of thirty thoufand men on the frontiers of Persia, and marched his 
army the beginning of this year into ceorcia, where he found it mod 
tafy to fippert them, without any danger of molcdation. This ttep 
gate the Turks feme latisfafiion, as it enabled them to form their army ; 

and 
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and, afforded j a temporary relief to thofe towns, again ft which they ap- 174.5, 
preh ended the Persian king would turn his arms. 

If the Turks were ambitious of ftriking a* decilive blow, nadir alfo 
behaved as if he meant to bring the "war to an ifliie at one battle; for he 
took no ( meafures to obftru(ft the junction of the ottoman - forces. 

About the middle of may he fent orders to his fon to advance towards 
erivan, and near the end of July both the Persian armies arrived in 
the neighbourhood of that city. . . 

Two years thus parted in rumours of war, and perpetual apprehcn- 
l^ons of battles, without any blow being ftruck worthy of hiftoricaj re- 
cord : at length the fatal day arrived. The turks, having had fo long 
a time to compleat their army, their forces were more numerous than in 
any of the former campaigns againft the Persians : the seraskier, 
mahommed DASHA, was at the head of a hundred thoufand men. As 
foon*as he heard of the motions of the Persians^ he left erzeroum, 
and advanced to cars, where he joined abda£lah kouproli : the army 
under this basha' conlifted of thirty thouland men. “ The junction of 
thefe forces, fupported by a numerous train of artillery, flattered the 
turks into a. belief, that it was now their turn to triumph over an 
enemy who had been fo long an objedt of their terror. Mahommed 
basha direded his courfe towards erivan, and during his march, he 
drove federal parties, con lifting of four or five thoufand Persians, from 
their entrenchments and advanced polls. 

Nadir shah was encamped with fifty thoufand men about ten leagues 
from erivan, and his fon, nezr ali mvrza, with thirty thoufand, 
was advanced near the fame diftance. The van guard of the latter bein^ 
met by the turks, a fkirmifh enfued, and the Persians immediately re- 
tieated to join the main army commanded by the shah himfelf. Upon 
this, nadir began to move, and fent a body of his forces to attack the 
turks in the rear, which was executed according to his intention. Be- 
ing arrived within two leagues of the enemy's camp, he pitched his tents 
on a riling ground, neareft that body of the turks commanded by ab- 
dallah basha. The main body of the ottoman army was encamped 
j i 2 advan- 
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174J. advantageoufly, and defended by entrenchments, and a numerous ar- 
tillery. 

Mahommed basha had made fome marches to meet the king of 
Persia, with delign to give him battle. The third of august he de- 
tached a large body of cavalry, Supported by a train of artillery s the/e 
troops being formed into order of battle, advanced upon the Persians, 
whilft the dasha kept his whole army in readinefs to fuccour them. 
Nadir gave orders for a detachment of his troops, inferior in number to 
that of the TURKS, to meet them ; and after the firft difcbarge of their 
mufquetry, to attack them with their fabres. The battle lafted from 
morning till noon with equal fortune, when the shah advanced in perfon 
at the head of a ftrong reinforcement, and brought on a general en- 
gagement. The TURKS difputed the viftory with great obftinaey, but 
in the evening they retired to their camp in confufion. They loft above 
twenty thoufand men, great part of them infantry, who were^ killed in 
the field of battle, befides a confiderable number of prifoners. The 
PERSIANS purfued them as far as their trenches, and then returned to 
their own camp a little after fun-fet. 

A lofs of fuch importance could not but diflrearten the turks, who 
now fecmed inclined to remain within their lines. The siiaii, taking 
advantage of the terror into which he had thrown the enemy, cut off their 
communication with cars j by which means they were deprived of a fup- 
port. Ncccflity therefore compelled them to leave their trenches a fecond 
time, not fo much with defign to give battle, as to make a defperate retreat. 
The eighth of august they advanced with a large train of artillery, and 
cannonaded the enemy with great fury. The Persians fupported the 
' ftiock, and by the help of their own cannon drove them back into their 
trenches. The turks being now more elofely blockaded in their camp; 
the ninth of august, as foon as night came on, they abandoned their 
entrenchments, and leaving their artillery and baggage, retreated towards 

CARS. 

. ^ ADni no fooncr perceived their motions than he ordered a body of 
11s men to follow them. The Persians flung them into difordcr, and 

made 
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.made great bavock : the next day as they folia wed the Turks, five leagues 
on the other fide the river arpatschai, a forced engagement enfued, in 
which the seraskier, mahommed basha, was flain. The Persians then 
returned in triumph' to their camp with five thoufand prifoners, and the 
head of' the seraskier. The' turks acknowledged' their lofs upon the 
whole to be twenty-eight thoufand men,' and three BASHAsj betides the 
commander in chief among thefe was abdallah kouproli, the fon 0 f 
the seraskier kouproli, who was killed in an'engagement with the 
vidlorious nadir nine years before. ■ ; 

.. It is remarkable, that, nadir proceeded, in, this aflionwith theut- 
' moll caution, not differing any of his troops to enter the Turkish, camp 
after the enemy had deferred it, till he, -was certain that .this was no 
ftratagem to , engage his men to plunder, and expole them to be at- 
tacked at a difadvantage. The lofs . of. the Persians on the occafion of 
this vidtory was about eight thoufand men, and fome of. their generals : 
Nadir himfelf had two horfes killed under him in; the foil battle. . 


' The remains of the Turkish army arrived at cars without baggage, 
artillery or ammunition, and without any order, difeipline, or command 
dersof any note, fo that the hopes of the whole campaign were ftuf- 
trated; and their enemies remained mailers of' the field.. However, 
they had lefs to. fear from this event than from their former misfortunes 
m rfiu Persian" war; ifiRWifiry-iWefirrurinuiffi'cuiGir As- dupe- Aha* Ahe 
farther nadir marched into their country, the more he would be, di- 
ftreffed by the rebellions which were ready to burft forth on' every fide 
of his Persian, dominions. The, TURKISH miniilry therefore ftill per- 
fifted in fupporting the warj and in December following the port pub- 
liihed a jnanifeilo fetting forth- the reafons of this refolutiouj in order ta 
convince the people of, the neceffity of this- meafure, till, nadir. shah 
fhould accept propofals of peace lefs dangerous and- difhonourablc to the 
ottoman empire tlum any he had offered. ■ To confirm their rciblution, 
the grand vizir feut orders that all the troops in natolia fiiould hold 
themfelves in rcadiuefs to march, in order to join the army at cars. 

.''".chap. 
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Nadir makes a peace with the Turks. ff/k Russians fend an embaJJ'a- 
ilcr to nadir. Revolt of tbe'c eorgians. Nadir’s barbarities at ; 

■ Isfahan 'and kherman. Revolt of thamaras khan, and ali 

ICOULI IIHAN. ' , . 

N ADIR faw too well the danger impending from inteftine commo- 
tions in Persia, to entertain any thoughts of purfuing his vidtories 
againd the Turks : he rather chofe to enter into as ipeedy an accommo- 
dation with them as poffible. For this purpofe he fent An Beg, with a 
retinue of fixty perfons, as embaffador to' the grand fignior. The 17th 
of January this minifter was conduced with the ordinary ceremonies- 
to an audience of the ottoman emperor, who received him with great 
marks of refpedl. The vizir at the fame time informed him, that he 
might be allured, notwithftanding the misfortunes they had met with in 
the war with rEnsiA, unlefs the shah would make proportions more con-, 
fiftent with the honour of the grand fignior, it would be impofiiblc to, 
agree to a peace. As this embaffador had no full powers to negotiate, 

■ but was chiefly charged with a letter exprcffing the good intentions of 
hismafler: the grand fignior replied, that he was fincerely difpofed to 
conclude a peace, as foon as the shah would agree’ to fuch terms as might 
render it folid and lading , and that in conformity to the shah’s propo- 
lals of friendlhip, he would immediately order plenipotentiaries to the 
frontiers of Persia : that thefe, together with ali basha the seraskieii 
Who commanded at cars, might agree with the shah on a place mod 
convenient to open the conferences. Accordingly, towards the clofe of 
February, three miniders were difpatchcd a few days before the de- 
parture of the tersian embafiador from Constantinople. In order 
that thefe conferences ihould produce their effeft, dircdlions were given 
to haden the preparations for the neat campaign, in cafe nadir diould, 
according to his ordinary practice, amufe the turks with the notions of 
3 an 
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an accommodation, whilft he meant only to gain time for purfuing the 1746* 
war with the more vigour when it better fuitcd his convenience. 

1 

It is very evident that he had no defire of peace with the Turks, 
any otherwife than as liis own prefervation rendered it neceffiry, In the 
beginning of the Jaft campaign he had declared in tery familiar terms, 
what mighty prefents he would make his foldiers) after he had fet up his 
fiandard on the ramparts of Constantinople ; a grojeft not altogether 
improbable, could he have found the art of facrificmg his avarice to his 
ambition, and by that means deliver his people from the mifenes under 
which they groaned. . .1 . . < 

It was remarkable in all the wars which nadir waged againft' the 
ottoman empire, that the European tusks no fooner entered asi~a, 
than they became enervated! l "Befides, the cloathing of the Turks being 
fo much longer than that of the Persians, the former were under a very 
great difadvantage in battle k j and yet, fuch is the reverence of mankind 
for tile praftice of.their forefathers, or their jealous fea'rs of changing 
for the worft, that we find the Turks Hill adhere to the fame military 
drefs. In Europe, where fuperftition does not fo much abound, or at 
leaft is differently modified, the cufiom of loading foidiers with unneccf- 
fary cloathing ^changed *, in almoft every country difiinguilhed for the 
knowledge of military affairs. To all appearance nadir would have 
continued fuperior to the Turks, unlefs he had pufhed his fortune too 
far, as generally is the cafe with princes of his genius ; but Providence 
fets the bounds, which they have not tiie prudence to fix. 

After the battle of erivan, nadir marched to iiamadan, to wait 
the arrival of the TURKISH mimfters, who were fent to prepare the 
way for mustapha eftendi, the grand fignior’s embafiador. In order 
to prevent the eva five conduct which nadir had ordinarily pr affiled lo- 
wards the Turks, this embafiador was ordered to return to Constanti- 
nople before the year expired. The port, lenfible in what clrcumfianccs 
the shah was, had juft grounds to believe that the happy period was at 

length 
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17+6. i engt h arrived, in which they might agree to fix the boundaries of their 
reipeftive dominions and prevent that diftrefs and effufion of blood, in 
which the ambition of the Persian king had involved the ottoman 
empire. 

Am beg, the embaflador of nadir siian, fet out towards the end of 
march, a few days after mustapha effendi. He left the Turkish 
court, with a view to make report to his matter of the favourable fenti- 
ments of the grand fignior, with regard to their mutual tranquillity. In 
the mean while, freth reinforcements were tent to cars and erzeroum; 
in order to give the greater weight to their negotiations. The Turks 
feemed refolved to fuffer the inconvenience of fuppprting a very nume- 
rous army, rather than afford occafion to nadir for making any exorbi- 
tant demands on them. The expence of maintaining thefe forces on the 
frontiers of their Asiatic dominions was very great, the country being 
every where laid watte ; yet this ttep feemed to be abfolutely necefiary, 
whiltt nadir was at the head of to formidable an army. 

The grcatcfl part of this year palfed in negotiations, till at length 
mustapha effendi brought this important affair to a happy iflue; and- 
a peace was concluded, upon the foundation of that of amuratii IV. 
except that the Persians were to enjoy the liberty of making the pil- 
grimage of Mecca, without acknowledging the Turkish jurifdidtion ; 
and to have alfo a liberty to efiablifh a Persian prieft at the town of 
MESCtiED ali, near bagdat. The titles which nadir aflumed upon 
this occafion were, “ The molt exalted and moll generous prince j bril- 
“ 1 ’unt as th? moon, and refplendcnt as the fun. The jewel of the 
“ world ; the center of the beauty of mulTuImen, and of the true faith 
“ of maiiommed. The foiercign, whofe troops are equal in number 
" to the flats, and who fits on the throne of xerxes.” 

The grand fignior, not to be ont-done in pomp of words, arrogated 
the titles of “ The foverclgn who is the fhadow of God ; the mirrour 
“ of jufilcc 1 theafylutnof the true believers; the king of kings, whofe 
“ troops are equal in number to the liars ; the true fucceffor of the Ca- 
4 “ liphsj 
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" l‘P h s ; the fervant of the two facred and noble cities » ; the lord of t 7 < 6 , 
“ the two countries, and of the two feas”; fultan, ion of a fuhan; the ' 

“ tnoft powerful, the mod formidable, mod magnificent, mod generous 
“ emperor sultan mahommzp the conqueror, fan of mctstapha the 
“ conqueror 0 ,’* 

) 

The seraskier, ah basha, who commanded on the frontier of 
PERSIA, was ordered to return into europe, to take polfeflion of his , 
government of Bosnia. The grand, fignior’s court was in great joy on* 
account of this peace,- cfpecially as nadir declared hitnfelf an adhe- 
rent to the dodtrine of h Ann if a, in oppofition to thofe expounders of the 
maiiommedan law, whofe opinion the Persians had generally adopt- 
ed. The renovation of their treaty with the courts of st. Petersburg 
and Vienna, added alfo to the fatisfadlion, and induced them to be- 
lieve it would be permanent. 'The next great objedt of their attention, 
was the preparation of a fplendid embafly to Isfahan, near which city 
nadir was encamped with his forces. In the mean while, the Per- 
sian monarch appointed must apha khan his embatfidor to the grand 
flgnior. * 

‘ We have already obferved that the Russian court had not yet fent any 
formal embafly to nadir, fince his acceflion to the throne of Persia : 
it was therefore thought high time to perform this ceremonial, and ob- 
viate the ill effedts which a feemtng difregard might produce, now that 
nadir had no foreign enemy againft whom to employ his forces. The 
impreflions which the Russians as well as the turks had conceived, 
prevented in a great meafure the belief that the fate of this mighty con- 
queror was fo near at hand. Knez galitzen was accordingly appointed 
embafljdor on the part of her prefent imperial majefty of Russia 

Nadir having left his northern dominions, lent into Georgia to de- 
mand all the fons of their nobility to attend his camp. A ftep of this 

nature 
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nature could not but give thefe brave people great offence, efpecially as 
it feemed to indicate his jealoufy of them, and that he meant to hold 
their fons as holfages, with a view to retain the people in their obedience. 
The Georgians refolved to take up arms rather than fubmitj and to. 
this they were the more induced, by the reports that the flames of re- 
bellion had reached the eaftern parts of Persia. Thus encouraged, they 
rcpulfed a body of Persian troops, which were fent into 'their country 
to levy taxes, and keep them in awe. 

. Whilft nadir was in the neighbourhood of Isfahan, he received in- 
telligence that a rebellion was breaking out in the borders of khorasan- 
.This province, which had received fuch diftinguifhed marks of his fa- 
vour, was reduced to the fame degree of mifery as the other parts of the 
empire ’ : but the abdollees of Herat were the moff impatient of the 
‘yoke. Under thefe circumftances, what could be expected from the 
cruet avaricious nadir? From an ir.ceflant fatigue and 1 labour of mind, 
attended with fome infirmities of body, he had conrradted a difpofition, 
which in the generality of mankind is called by the name of peetilhnefs, 
but in him was a diabolical fiercenefs, with a total infenfibility of human 
fufflrings. His avidity, as common to fickly minds, increafed with his 
years ; and in order to indulge it, he feemed refolved to perform fome 
mafter-ftroke of cruelty.. During his flay at Isfahan, he committed 
barbarities beyond any of the former years of his reign. This antient 
city, long eflccraed, the paradife of the Persian monarchy, had in com- 
mon with all Persia felt the fatal confcqucnccs of invafions and civil, 
wars. The tyranny of nadir had made a great progrefs in tint ruin,, 
which he now feemed determined to complcar. He made the heavicit 
cxadtio.it on the city and the adjacent country, and put to death numbers, 
of the inhabitants: among thefe wetc fevcral Indian and Armenian 
merchants, whom he caufcd to be burnt alive. It was pretended that 
they had bought fome horfc caparifons belonging to shaii hussejn, from, 
which they had cut off the pearls, without accounting with him for 
their full value. However true tins might be, it could not be deemed a 
fumcient reafou for fuch barbarities. It is probable,, that he fufpected. 

the 
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the -ARMENIANS held a correfpondenee with the rebel georgi 4ns ; and 
thtt the Indians m their commerce with kandahaS, might take occa- * 7 ' ,6 ‘ 
fton to mention the fate of affairs ’in the northern and weilern parts of 
the empire/ 1 ' » * * « 

-/ 1 ) r “ % 

^ In January 1747 he left Isfahan, and marched with his forces to 1747. 
RHtRMAN./J-Iere his cruelties were not inferior to thofe he had exercifed 
at Isfahan, being re/trained by no tics ofjuflice, nor the tears of the 
miferable ; by no regards of hoipitality, nor even the pratedion due to 
Grangers : among other outrages, he caufed the interpreter of the dutch 
fa&drs to be beaten with flicks, after the Persian manner, till he 'ex- 
pired j pretending, that a Persian of ddhndion had depofited in hi* 
hands a large ftim of money. 1 

; , 

» From kherman he proceeded to mesched, where he continued to 
pradhfedie greateft barbarities, few perfons of any note, whether mili- 
tary men or merchants, peksians or armfnians, efcaped without the 
lofs of one or both their eyes. He then directed his courfe to k^lat, 
the grand repofitory of Jus treafure. It was imagined, that he intended 
to put things in readme/s for his reception in that Urong place, after the 
execution of his projects. 

Upon the breaking out of the rebellion in the province of Herat, he 
hadjdven orders, to his nephew ali Kouli khan, then at mesched, to 
march againft the abdollees with a large body of forces, finally en- 
1 joining him, that whatever the exigencies of affairs might be, not to unite 
, his troops with thofe of tamaras khan. The latter commanded in the 

* eaftern frontiers, and was reputed a man of great experience and know- 
ledge of war': he alio had the fame injundion with regard to ali kouli 
khan ; however, they entered into a correfpondenee, which produced a 
mutual regard, and terminated in the jun&ion of their forces. 

Nadijh was thus extremely alarmed, it feemed as it he was betrayed 
? on every iide, and moft of all by his own nephew. Things being thus cir- 

* cumftanced, he wrote to AtirKoun khan, to fend tamaras khan 

, * K k 2 t0 

* It is laid that this khan had formed a regiment of m r irtry after the eusopeav manner 
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to himas a prifoner; and ; apprehenfive.that his .nephew might not. obey 
thofe commands, foon after he fent orders to tamaras :;KHAii,: to.ar- 
reft his nephew, and lend him to his camp.' Neither of thefe orders 
were obeyed ; on the contrary, a mutual communication of them pro- 
duced a firmer union, and more vigorous meafures for their fecurity. . ^ 

• .When nadir found that neither of : thefe generals were obedient,- and 
that the junftion of their forces rendered them at- leaft as formidable as 
•the royal army, he tried a farther expedient to feparate them, which was 
to fend a-mefiage to his nephew, conceived imvery gentle' terms; defiring 
him to come to his camp.- Ali kouli.khan excufed himfelf; alledging 
■that the rebellion was. not fupprefled, and confequently his abfencc.would 
be attended with dangerous confequences. . .In the mean while Itama* 
ras khan had the fame invitation, and pleaded' want: of, health: i- i 
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when thiswork was done, he would load 'them with money and great i 747 , 
honours rpropofing, after he' had crei led a huge pyramid of Persian 
heads, to retire and end his days'at k.elat. ’ . • .*■; ... 

•'■A GEORGIAN Have in nadir’s 'tent accidentally over-heard'Tdme part 
of the conference; 1 in which this bloody plot was refoived oh. "He imme- 
diately found meansto difcover the fecret to the kurtchi bashi, who 
when 1 night approached fent for feveral of the principal Persian officers of 
the- army,- and communicated this extraordinary - piece of intelligence.- 
They immediately difpatched fcouts to-obferve the motioris-of’the tar- 
tars, • many, 'of whom, were reported to be whetting their -fabres,- as if 
fome. expedition' was intended. Minds deeply tindured with jeaiouiy. 
foon take alarm the-leaft-intimation of- a defign fo horrid as this, might 
confirm their belief of - it'. ‘ Under this fatal extremity, what refolution 
could be taken but that nadir himfelf ftiould die ? 


"'Saleh' beg,” ah" officer" of great intrepidity, and colonel of the body- 
guard of AFSHARS, offered. his fervice for this purpofe, and demanded 
only four chofen men 'as followers. The' ufual time of nadir’s going 
to- left being-pail,, and a -few- hours ’before the fignal for the intended 
maffacre, saleii EEG-and his-folloyrers, under a pretence of Urgent bu- 
fmefs,- with fome- kind 'of violence palled the guard; and ru£hing into 
the, outward partition of the harram met an eunuch, whom they dif- 
patched. From thence they proceeded into the ltarram, where they 
met an old woman,, whom they alfo killed. They were yet at a’ lofs in 
which of the tents ‘ nadir ilept, till by the light of a lamp they dis- 
covered fome jewels : here they rulhed in- and found him. Either he 
had not yet Ilept, or’ was awakened by the cries of the woman, and rofe 
■from.. his bed. 1 - When the affiifins approached him, nadir drew his 
fibre, and demanded what bufinefs they had : saleh beg made no an- 
•fiirer, but immediately cut him with his fabre on the left fide of his . 
collar-bone... This did -not prevent the shah’s collefling-force fufficienc 
to kill two of the foidiers who came up to him to finith their leader’s bu- 
finefs.. Fie was then retiring out of his tent, when the cords of it tripped 
'. - ’ - ' him, 

* There arc many tears within one cotsmoa taclofjrc. 
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him, and sji.ch beg gave him a mortal wound. ' Nadir cry’d, “ Mercy, 

“ and I will forgive you all to which this officer reply’d, “ You have 
“ not ffiewn any mercy, and therefore merit none.” 

Saleh beg having performed this ( important bufinefs, cut off nadir’s 
head. The tartars, to whom the tyrant had always ffiewn a diftin- 
guiffied preference, no fooner heard that he was killed, than they ex- 
preffed the higheft refentment, and took to their arms ; upon which a 
general pillage and confufion enfued : in feveral quarters of the army 
they attacked the Persians, at once to revenge the death of their general, 
and afford the better opportunity of plunder * ; fo that before daylight 
above five thoufand men on both Tides were llain. The body of the 
llaughter’d nadir was then produced ; the tartars infilled on feeing 
his head alfo, and being fatisfied that he was really dead^ the 1 whole 
army difperfcd. Some of them joined the forces of ah kouli khan, 
who at that time was at no great diftance. Others fought their refpec- 
tie e homes, if fuch homes could then be found after fo great 'a change 
of affairs, and after a continued campaign for eighteen years. ' 

It is more than pofliblc that a maffacre of the Persians in nadir’s 
army was really intended, however incredible the thing may appear. 
Mafliicres have been known even in the chriftian world, for the purpofes 
of zeal, ambition, or falfe glory. The affair of deulie is a proof that 
fuch a thought was not ftrange to the mind of nadir. It is natural for 
mankind to propofe fome end to themfehes, as tile reward of their la- 
bours ; which can be no other than tile enjoyment of reff. This hap- 
pens even to men w ho are formed only for aftion, and upon the trial 
enjoy no fatisfadtion in reft ; fi> much docs the mind long for fome 
change in which life may become more grateful. Nadir's avarice was 
no longer fupportablc, be had filled up the mcafure of his iniquities; lie 
had ruined Persia; he had loft the -ffcaions of his fubjcSs, to a de- 
gree that concerted all their fentiments of obedience into a third of 
revenge, which they only wanted an opportunity to gratify, he knew 

. ' 
l Eire r-crct l>cea -a lie la ley irftfauioa conccrn-a^ tho'c lir^c ]; w cl, at, b onumcn:- 

rJi-e£,efa,arRo,&r ure . 0 . c uloaEia-io»iDi«. Il u ,-xb.LIc 1U7 art tr) 

1 j \ us U-u occaCori. 
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this, and had no fcnfibillty of their fufferings By the ftrength of his own 
nndcrftandtng, he might eafily forefee his fate approaching, if he did not 
take fame defperate means to prerent it. His nephew and Tamaras 
khan, or himfelf, mull fall ; unlcfs he could fecure a fafe retreat in xjelat. 
This was hardly poflibte, whilft he was furrounded by numbers who 
fought his 'deftrudtion, and would carry their w ilhes into execution, upon 
tire lead diminution of his authority. i ■ i 

Many reafons may be afiigned, why fuchaman under fuch circum- 
ftances, ilioutd have recourfe to this expedient ; (ince the complicated 
motives of revenge and cruelty, with delpair of bis own preferration on 
other terms, might fugged it to him. On the other hand there are many 
circumdances which do not favour the opinion , but it was generally report- 
ed and believed by the eerslans. The mamfedo’s pubhCbed after nadir’s 
death, only mention his cruelty and avarice in general. Am koui.i 
khan does acknowledge, that he was in a confpiracy againd his uncle, 
and that he had fent a perfon on purpofe to perpetrate the find , conse- 
quently it might have been effedted, without any iucli motive as the ap- 
prehenfion of an intended madacre. It is however probable, that nadir 
« was not without fufpicion of the delign of ins nephew , and, if he in- 
tended the madacre, we may fuppofe it wjs in coiifrquence of that 
fufpicion. 

Common feuie and experience mipht teach us, that nadir’s conduct 
would produce a violent death at one time or other no occafion could 
be more inviting' than this : for befides all the terrors of his pad cruelty, 

, his army had nothing before' their eyes, but the dreadful feene of civil. 

~ wars, which had already laid wade fo great a part of their country. The 
joint forces of Ai»t kouli khan and tamaras khan had not yet com- 
mitted any liodilities, yet were thefe leaders in a date of rebellion , and 
- it was obvious, that they would never fubmit to nadir, but by conipul- 
fwe means. And for whom was nadir’s army to fight i For a man. 
whom they deteded as a monder of cruelty and oppreffion. 

Thus fell this fcourge of the eadem world, at the age of fixty*one, 
after a reign of eleven years and three months, leaving a fatal proof how 
, ' muchi 
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1747. much it is in one man’s power, in an age of great corruption, to plunge'a 
whole nation into an abyfs of mifery , teaching alfo a lefion, that the fore- 
reign who converts the mercy and juftice which ought to grace a throne 
’ «■ into oppreftion and cruelty, mull expect that Providence will fct bounds 
to his iniquity. By his example we hkewife learn, * that the moll am- 
bitious prince can never arrive at the power of doing much mifchief, till 
a people are devoted to a vain and luxurious life, eager only in the pur- 
fuit of trivial and unworthy gratifications, corrupt to an extreme, and loft 
to all fenfe of virtue. Could Persia have thus groaned , under a world 
of miferies, but by the iniquity of Persians ’ 1 That iniquity became the, 
inftrument of their tyrant’s power , and never will there want a tyrant in 
any country, when the people are arrived to fuch an extreme of venality 
and corruption. 
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PART vr. 

I 1 

\ 

THE 

Character of NADIR SHAH 

* . \ 

CHAP. XXXV, 

Reflections on the death and general character of nadir shah, An ac- 
count of his perfon, v otce, ftrength, arms , valour, memory, diet, drefs , 
love of women, cruelty, avarice, dtflrufl , artfulnefs , clemency, liberality 
gene) aljhipi politics, &c. 

A S the foul has certainly a confcioufnefs after death, we mull how 
leave poor nadir to revife his own actions, and to confider jf 
an obfcure and early death had»not been preferable to alLthc 
pleafures and triumphs of his life, but he is in the hands of that Judge* 
whofe laws it is our honour and happinefs to obeyi and vvhofe councils 
it is impiety to fcrutimze* 

The actions of this u/urpet made fuch a fplendid figure even in the 
eyes of the European world, that for many years it was doubtful on 
what principles he adled , and confequently what prai/es were his due. 
Time has now taught us to /trip them of all di/guife^ and as he who ye- 
flerday -tfvas lord of the lives of millions, is now levelled with the mcaneft, 
and it may be feared the vilefl of men , we may /peak of him without 
re/ene We may expatiate freely on the wonderful abilities by which he 
captivated thofe who were the mfiruments of his impiety. 

Fortune and fuccefs are apt to dazzle the tender fight of mortal man , 
and to reprefent things as glorious, whiqh in their nature are deteftable. 
Von. IV, L 1 What 


Part VI. 


2 66 THE CHARACTER OF 

What millions has the phantom false glory iacrificed M her altars ! 
The adions of great conquerors, how unworthy foever, are often viewed 
in dffiant ages and remote regions, not with wonder and amazement only, 
but even with envy. But the profpeft of eternity mull convince us, 
that to die for the fervice of our fellow-creatures is really glorious; 
whilfl; thofe who trample upon a proftrate world, and violate the laws 
,of humanity, are but as dreadful ftorms, or peftilential blafts, to exe- 
cute, the wrath of an offended God. Men who trace the paths of glory 
by the light of fire and fword, can have no right to be remembered, 
except it' be with horror or indignation. 

To enter deep into the charaders'of men, even of our own country 
and "religion, is no vulgar talk ; but if we travel into remoter regions, 
where the manners and genius of a nation differ very much, to unravel 
all the foldings of a heart, diftinguilhed from among a whole people, by 
a mixture of qualities unintelligible upon common principles, the under- 
ftanding is puzzled. In charaders like that of nadir kouli, we may 
trace out the cruelty of a nero ; the fubtlety of a hannibal ; the valour 
of a scifio; the artfulnefs of a cromwell; with the fortune, as well 
as ‘the catallrophe, of a CAtSAR : nor will thefe make up the compo- 
fition, till we add the avarice of a VESPASIAN ; and b’end them all with 
an unpolilhed brutal temper, fuch as mean educations are apt to exhibit, 
when poffeffed of great power. ‘ <• 1 

The minuted circumdances relating to thofe, who have been the ob- 
jeds of our aftonithment, afford fatisfadion to the mind. I will there- 
tore mention fuch particulars, relating to nadir kouli, as have reached 
my knowledge, and which did not occur, or could not be fo properly 
inferted, in the body of this hidorical account. Thole, to whom his 
perfon was familiarly known, agree that his countenance was expreffive 
rather of an ingenuous mind, than a cruel dilpofition. He was an af- 
shar, as already mentioned ; and his face was rounder, and his noli: 
lefs inclined to the roman, than the Persians generally are. His hair 
was black; his eyes large and expreffive; his forehead high; and his 
a - complexion 
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complexion fwacthy. His body was robuft; and his nature about fix 
feet: his fliouldcrs were round-. Hi s whole countenance and perfon 
Were awful, particularly when he (poke. V 

His voice was fo drong and fonorous, as to be audible to in incredible 
didance ; and the effldt it had upon his own foldicrs, as well as an 
enemy, when he gave his commands in the field of battle, proved one 
great dep to his advancement to the regal power. 

His corporal drength was not lefs indrumental to his fortune. The' 
extreme indulgence which had been diewn him by nature in the vigour 
of his conditution, received an accumulated force by the habit of In's life. 
The battle-ax is one of the mod antient weapons among the orientals, 
but it bad been for fome years much neglcdled in Persia ; nadir re- 
dored the ufe of it in a more parricular'inanner : it was his favourite 
weapon, infomuch that before lie afiumed the diadem, he was generally 
diled the ax-rhan. Afterwards he was often feen with a battle-ax in 
his hand, playing with it in his tent of audience. His blows with this 
weapon carried with them inevitable death, of which he gave many 
proofs. 

His memory was as remarkable, as his perfedt knowledge of the genius 
and temper of the Persians. He could at all times cafily rccollcdt the 
names, perfons, and charadtcrs, of all thofe with whom he had any con- 
nedtion w . He had ifudfed the date of the finances, and" knew the particu- 
lar revenues of every province : but he was fo great a maficr of the art of 
ways and means, that Ire over-fliot his mark, and by his oppreflions quite 
dedroyed his own end. As he had no turn to contemplation, his ipirits 
•were free and untired by any refledtions but what immediately arofc from 
L 1 2 his 

- rreoMi'.TAL pcop'e gcrcrall) are remit PioaliicrcJ. anltrg from t-cir trainer o f I -leg, ini 
tin! occafiou there bc.ng aery Rule of Biajcil)' us llcsr £Ss- " Wham tclatnl of Isos coa- 

cr-r n - hr, Jatstin- to literal fccicurtet al the Lnc suae, J apprelsml arofa froas the ro-usa that 
| in. ml c alar. Cii th s I tss’I not iltf[-u e the abiiues of either etc loan orue raassaa Itaoj 
bat at the tetters of t l " ta-cr a c coe-u-el .n fere ssoriti, tit: rra ter be-ra grsea ra pc-aat term*, 
the iccr-’ao - ferfo ms I 1 e o n.r, and then reals tie tetter. Aral 1 ere s- an/ be obfcrrcJ, tnae there 
hive been fa-re nJla te» of thetr rtatLcg dC-ct telly Real tti-t t-e> ante, tahrtlj Las been the 
oeCaSon of £rt_t F'T ; “> UC ‘- 
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his employments in the field. He was far advanced in life before he had 
learnt to read ; nor did any part of his knowledge depend the leaft on 
books. His prefence of mind was very remarkable 1 ; and his refolutions 
were almoft as quick as his thoughts : hence he did many things extra- 
vagant and abfurd. , 

At one part of his life he drank freely of wine and brandy, but after- 
wards abftained from the latter entirely, and ufed the former in fuch a 
proportion only, as gave the greater energy to his thoughts, and lup-^ 
ported the a&ivity and ftrength of his body. The ufe of wine is con- 
trary to the mahommedan law, but his example recommended it to his 
foldiers. He ufed to feed liberally upon a fimple diet ; yet he would 
march a whole day upon the ftrength of a few parched peafe, which it- 
is common for the Persians to carry in their pockets. 

His drefs was not remarkable ; his mind feemed to be fuperior to ex- 
ternal pomp or luxurious faftnefs. His pride was in precious ftones r, 
with which his diadem was adorned, and he wore feveral in his turbant 
alfo. He was often feen with a large faphire in his hand, with which he 
ufed to amufe himfclf in his tent. It was faid, that he always wore a 
coat of mail of chain-work under his cloaths : this is not improbable, 
confrdering the knowledge he had of the refentment ' of the people to- 
wards him. He affefted to go thinly clad, and recommended this ex- 
ample to his foldiers. 

It is reafonable to believe, that mens pafilons are ftrong in proportion 
to what is generally underftood by ftrength of mind, and in fome mca- 
fure connected with a the appetite. Where religion and the cuftom of 
a country fubfcnbe to any favourite inclination, it would be furprizing, 
if a man poflefled of a boundlefs power, did not give as boundleis a 
fcope to fuch inclination. Nadir was 'remarkable for his love of wo- 
• men. It was faid, that fome years before bis death, a virgin was 
brought to his bed every night i thefe are ftories however which are ri- 
diculous. He contented himfelf latterly with thirty-three women * ; 

, fome 

at page 71. r I hate ahead/ had OGaadon to- mention the hotfe-furnjturcs, 

° - Page 255. * Thefe had about the fame number of female fervaota and at- 

tendant., which conlbtuted the number mentioned m Vol. I. page a 15 . 
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fomc of whom long retained a place in his favour. In his wars in tus- 
kev, he often carried his feraglio with him. , 

His deteftation of fodomy was extreme : but though he had frequent 
occafions of making examples of the pradlifers of that fin, yet I never 
heard that he interfered but once ; and then he caufed the malefadlor’s 
eyes to be put out, his ears, his nofe, and his lips to be cut off: un- 
der thefe lpiferable ciccumftances, this man put himfclf to death. In 
what manner the Persians formerly regarded this fin, appears from 
the conduct of snAir seffie towards a youth, who, in refilling this 
atrocious crime, , fbbbed his own tnafter, a khan of great difiindtion, 
for which the siiaii condemned him to be torn to pieces by dogs. The 
fame fortitude which induced this youth to deliver himfclf by fuch de- 
fperate means, fupported him to the laft ; and he died with the utinofl 
bravery. 

As to cruelty, it at length became a kind of diverfion to nadir ; this 
Was chiefly excited by avarice," and jealoufy of his own fecurity, as well 
■ as a habit of infenfibility, I never indeed heard that he put any man to 
death,, in cold blood, with his own hands, after his advancement to the 
diadem : this is more than can be faid of fomc of their former princes, 
who lawfully poffeffed the regal dignity ; for the Persian kings through 
many ages have been remarkable for great inhumanity. IIow very different 
are the’ chriftian and mahommedan princes? The former, who under- 
Hand their dignity, never appear in cafes of executions* j the latter de- 
light to be prefent, being otherwife diffident that tl.cir orders will not be 
performed. Nadir faw tire executions of all thole who were put to 
death In his camp k , nor ever appeared in the lead diflurbed. 

When mens crimes become various and complicated, ,.nd the judge blends 
his private paflions or refentm’ents with tile cxcrcife of his office, in what 
an extremity of mifery mull a nation be involved, where juflicc is thus ad- 

3 miniftcrcd ? 

* TEe me Uog of SOITVCAL tx— 1 ioJeot CAiyxeS xwxjx . tjCTe eecoel of C> xx 

be prefent, tacoj. at the baieiea of the jxvxx * TiierixxiAS .aS'cr, E.rJ 

or mileixy, v. eo Sc on eeufo, are olxljcvl to be prefet: it ite cx«et.oocf thee owa Rsxe-.to , 
xtbco tt iocl net cEeeU to licoUi, lEr, taiO£XK or uaxeile ex tXc/ U-ofc proper. 
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miniftered ? Some inftances of nadir's cruelty were the effeas of policy. 
Upon occafion of his memorable exploit of, driving the Afghans out of 
Persia', when he entered ISFAHAN in triumph, one of his foldiers violated 
the wife of a Persian of diftindtion. ‘-The man complained to nadir, 
that he could not live after, fo' great an' indignity ; “ No,” fays nadir, 
“ I think you cannot,” and immediately ordered him to be firangled. 
He then explained to his officers the reafon of his condua in thefe 
terms, “ I make no doubt but you will confider me as very cruel, for 
“ taking this man at his word ; but what can I do in fuch times as thefe ? 
“ A viaorious army cannot always be reftrained. Had I redreffed this 
“ man’s wrongs, I (liould have a hundred fuch complaints made to me, 
“ and my time would be taken up in chaflifing my foldiers, inftead of 
“ employing them to conquer the enemies of our country.” However, 
he altered his rule of condua in this particular, of which I have related, 
fome inftances. 

. He often fuffercd feveral to pafs with impunity, though he knew they 
gave him no lefs harfli an appellation than villain j but towards thofe 
who exercifed their wit in keener fatyr, he was inexorable. It is a conid' 
pliment amongft the Persians, to fay upon the entrance of a gueftj 
“ Your place was very void V' In the ^aufoleum which nadir caufed 
to be built at mlsched, for his reception after death, fo'nicbody wrote 
on the walls in very pathetic terms; “ Oh! nadir, how full of thy 
“ renown is every corner of the earth 1 Thy name indeed is very great ; 
“ but thy place here Is very void." Severe inquiticion was made for the 
author of this writing , it was concluded to be done by fome man of 
letters; and many mullahs were brought to a trial: to compel them 
to a difeovery, fome were whipt to fuch an extremity, that they expired 
under the lath. r , 


In allufion to nadir’s exaltation, a certain perfon obftrvcd of a foun- 
tain in Isfahan, that the higher the water was thrown up, the greater 
was the velocity of its fall. Nadir never wanted the bale inftruments 
of tyranny to acquaint him of the minuted actions ; and this man grati- 
fied his wit at no lefs an cxpencc than his life. 


4 TL* 2rSv.cn to. Your comjaay vn aiucb waotol. 
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' None of their farmer kings, ever inflicted punithments in a greater 
variety, or with circumilances more whimfical and extravagant, than 
nadir. Two perfons of diftindtion wrote to him feveral times, com- 
plaining of each other: at length they were both fent for to the camp. 
It is probable he knew the characters of thefe men ; but without enter- 
. ing into the merits of either of their complaints, he pronounced them 
both rafcalsj “ And iince,” fays he, " you are fo fond of troubling me 
“ with your epiltles, I will fpoil your fport;” accordingly he ordered 
the eyes of both of them to be put out. His want onnefs in cruelty was 
not lefs apparent, in the inftance I have mentioned of the dancer 
Another time he ordered a man’s teeth to be pulled out, for no other 
reafon than their being buck-teeth. The flory of his cauling shaverdi 
beg to be beaten, in' order that he might remember the charge which 
was given him f , had humour and judgment mixed with barbarity. 

He treated common men and delinquents of the higheft rank without 
much diftindtion of perfons. It was no unufual fight in the chancery, 
to fee thofe who had been the day before baltinadoed almoft to death, 

, whofe eyes had been put out, or their nofe cut off, yet brought before 
him to be further queilioned. Upon thefe occafions they have often 
funk down thro’ pain or want of reft : and thefe miferable objedls hate 
been alfo obliged to travel with the camp When nadir fent for any 
.perfon, if he did not inftantly come, the meffengers drove him with 
blows ; and thofe who have made any fhort delay, to finifli their 
prayers', or to perform any other weighty bulinefs, have been often 
baftinadoed. 

The avarice of this tyrant was no lefs remarkable than his cruelty. 

It was his cuftom, according to the pradtice of former kings, to fend for 
the governors of the provinces, however remote from his camp, to ap- 
pear before him every new year’s-day. His intention in tins very fre- 
quently was to muldt them, or put them to death. His ordinary me- 
thod was to interrogate them concerning the ftate and condition of the 

province, 

■ Vol. I pa;e 156. ‘ Vo! I. page 219. 

mad tlnta 10 tie leffet than tie chnttam. 
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province, and of their own behaviour in particular.' From thence he 
proceeded to trifling and fuperfluous queftions, concluding that he fup- 
pofed they had defrauded him of large fums. “ How much;” fays he, 
“ of-my money have you eaten h ;i and in wliQfe hands is it lodged? " 
Thefe queftions were ordinarily followed by the baftinado, to induce 
them to condemn themfelves, or to accufe other people of being depo- 
fitarles of confiderable films. It frequently happened that thefe perfons, 
either to avoid the pain of corporal puniftiraents, or with the hopes of 
being rellored to.their governments, have given in a fidtitious lift of per- 
fons as their debtois, with the films due from each, and alfo of eftedts 
depofited in their hands. They even took this occafion to gratify their 
private refentments, by mentioning thofe as their debtors, who had given 
them any offence. The confequence of thefe declarations was the iffuing 
a decree, ordering the colledlion of filch films and efiedls by the fevereft 
executions of military law, without any liberty of appeal previous to the 
payment. If thefe pretended debtors, after a fevere beating were found 
incapable of payment, orders were often given to colledt fuch fums from 
the province. The governors were frequently guilty of enormous extor- 
tions and cruelties, without giving a true account of what they had thus 
unjuftly colledted ; yet the complaints of the people feldom obtained them 
any relief, for the elders or principal perfons of the provinces, who 
were generally called on to appear as witneffes againft their governors, 
were often compelled to make good their allegations, by paying the de- 
ficiency of the shah’s demands, after the fequeftration of the governor’s 
efiedts. He carried tile matter fo far that upon a certain occafion, when 
he found himfelf diftrefied how to anfiver one who had vindicated his 
conduct, he faid to him, 11 You rafeal, did not you drink cold water * ?” 

It does not appear, from any circumftance of the firft ftage of this 
man's life, that lfis temper was avaricious It is natural to believe, that 
he thought nothing could fecure his ufurpation better than the poverty 
of the people, as the molt effedtnal means of preventing their rebellions, 
or of rendering them abortive. 'This is the belt argument that can be 
, n , . bought 

term m mm for otibeitltmect. * This is in udinct of feds Ssjiact 
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brought in extenuation of that crime, which at length became tiie great 
moving principle to drown Persia in blood. • Poverty without doubt 
was a great difcouragement, and often .proved a bar to the. fuccefs of 
their attempts againft him. But what cap we fay of his unjuft and cruel 
treatment of private perfons, merely for the fake of what they poftiffed , 
where there was not the lead reafon to fufpedt their loyalty ? , 

» *. 1 * 

In 1740, fevcral diftfifts in ghilan were ordered to equip foldicrs 
for the fervice of the crown, ? and to be anfwerable in the penalty ol one 
thoufind crowns k for each deferter. This proved a fource of oppref- 
fion j for thefe recruits were generally ill paid, and ill treated in the army, 
that they might be tempted to defertj and the payment of the penalty 
was always rigoroufly .exacted of the fecurlties. 


* When he ‘found himielf bound in honour to difapprovc of the be- 
haviour of his governors, of whofe unjuft conduit all poffible evidence 
had been given, his decrees for reftitution to the complainants were 
generally exprefled in fuch ambiguous terms, as rendered the application 
for juftice vexatious, 1 and the ilfue of them oftentimes unfuccefsful. Sen- 
fible of his predominant vice, his greateft officers greedily amafled riches, 
as the lureft means of their prefervation ; though it frequently happened, 
thole very riches were the caufe of their deftruition. Having been often 
challenged to anfwer for their corruption, leveral of the moft confidera- 
t>le amongft them, at’ length refolved to keep a regular account of all 
prefents they received, that in cafe of need they might produce it : but 
ft ill it was a misfortune’ to poflefs any money j for najdir feldoin thought 
he had got their all. Shew and equipage Is a favourite paffion among 
the Persians, yet I obferved the governors who came to anfwer for 
their conduit, and other great officers, chofe to walk on foot in the 
camp, rather than appear in any circumftances of affluence. As to the 
officers of inferior rank, they imagined, their fecurity confided in re- 
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Avarice, the peculiar weaknefs of old age, increafed on nadir with 
his years : yet his rapacioufnefs might not be entirely an effeft of this 
paffion. If we conftder the vaft expence of his army ; the impofiibility 
of raifing taxes upon his people, in the latter part of his reign ; and that 
his fafety depended on the military power with which he was furround- 
ed ; his INDIAN treafure, though reputed very large, was not fufficient 
to check his apprehenlions of want. At length he gave a Handing 
order to his minilters, not to prefent any petitions to him that were re- 
pugnant to the intereft of the crown m ; by which was plainly meant, 
that he would do no other adt of juftice in money affairs, than the bare 
payment of his army. 

The fcizure he made on his own foldiers, on the banks of the Indus-, 
is as diflinguifhed a proof of his avarice, as of his refolution. From that 
time he laid claim to all diamonds and jewels of value, that were expo- 
fed to fale in his dominions ; alledging, that he had been defrauded of 
them, on the occafion of his Indian conqueH; or that they were flolen 
out of his jewel-houfe. He has more than once punilhed offenders of 
this fort with baflonading, and even with death; and, in thefe cafes, 
befide the lofs of the precious Hones, he inflidted a muldt of equal 
value. 

Jealoufy and diHruH, in all their horrid forms, will ever wait In the 
chambers of tyrants, and torment them “ before their time.” Nadir’s 
great officers were fo fenfible of this, that they Were afraid to converfe even 
with flrangers, except when they were upon duty in their tribunals; 
Neither did they dare to vifit each other in their tents, except in the day- 
time ; 

" This is a common notion in arbitrary countries, where the prince and his fubje&s are often con- 
fidered m fo different a 1 ght, that many afls of juftice are omitted, out of a religious regard to the 
intereft of the crown, as they are pleafed to call it Perhaps it is from the \ me notion, tbzt 
even m fo polite and free a country as great Britain, the debts of adeceafcd prince arc paid 
Very late, and fometimes not at all. This conduft feems to be void of oconomy, if not of jufticc- 
K u is underftood as a condition, that when a pnnee dies, the tradefman mutt lofe his money, there 
ought at lcall to be fome method in payments whilft he lives , and, in the mean while, the pnnee- 
muft pay dear, for all that he confumcs that is bought on truft. a 
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time ; and that only in the prefence of their fervants, or other witnefles, 
left a fufpicion. (hould be conceived of their caballing againft him *. Hi? 
made no fcruple of telling the people that he was apprized of their dif- 
affeflion, but that he neither regarded it nor them. An arrow was (hot 
once into his quarters with, a libel, accuiing him of tyranny and irrelF 
gion ; demanding of him if he was a devil or god ; a tyrant, a kin® of 
a prophet ? That if he was a god, they would fupplicate his mercy to 
avert their punifhment; if a king, they intreated him to ihew clemency; 
if a prophet, to produce his million ? To this paper nadir made a very 
difpaflionate anfwer : “ I am neither god nor devil, tyrant nor prophet ; 

" but I am one fent from God, to punilh an iniquitous generation of 
“ men." This anfwer was written, and copies of it annexed to the 
libel, and placed in the mod confpicuous part of the camp : a promife 
of pardon was alfo made to the author, if he would difcover himfelf ; 
and a confiderable reward to any perfon who fliould difcover him. 

Much may he alledged for the fulpicious turn which he took ; for the 
Persians are as gentle, foft, and perfuafive in their manners, as they 
are full of cunning and deceit. They are polite, and affedt condefcen- 
iton to llrangers or guefts ; but where they have any power or authority, 
their deportment is fclfilh, haughty, and infolent : to this we may add 
a ftrong propenfity • to rebellion. From his earlieft life nadir had an 
exjjeatnental knowledge of them, in all their feveral ranks and condi- 
tions ; and feemed now to have adopted as an invariable maxim, that 
they could be ruled only with a rod of iron. Thus feveral caufes con- 
curred to cherilh a cruel, jealous difpofition. As he mounted the throne 
by means of the corruption and immorality of the people, policy Hill re- 
quired him to fowthe feeds of a jealous enmity among the principal per- 
fons under his command. 

How dreadful the fituation of a tyrannical king, when the very 
union of his fubje&s is the greateft objedt of his terror ; and their mu- 
tual hatred and diiguft efiential to his fuppott 1 Religion was Hill the 
M m 2 _ ' c ' 0J k 

d See Vol. I. page 189. 0 Though thia may not be the proper charaftenftic of the 

people, yefit feems to be an tf&ft of theu prefect immorality, ndlas rtfenunent of tyranny. 
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cloak to foment animofities. The Persians profefled a veneration for 
ali, and their expounders of the khoran; whilft the tartars, and. 
other nations, of which his army was chiefly compofed, were of the feil 
of the sunnis. Nadir ranked himfelf ftriitly with neither r, but was 
equally attentive to gratify both, whenever the occafion required. His 
greeted fupport arofe from the multitude of his fpies and emiffurics, de- 
tached into every part of the empire. His public officers and private 
agents, growing fufpicious of each other, were equally impatient of giving 
the firtl information, of any fecret deflgn, or even difjffefhon, in pre- 
judice to their mafter. Thus the neared relations and moil intimate 
friends, often entertained a jealoufy of each other. Thofe who had any 
licnefty in their nature, might he fometimes tempted for their oaths fake, 
and to prevent the effufion of blood, to give intelligence ; the envious 
and revengeful to gratify their private paflions; his mercenaries for their 
intereftr: and almoft in general were they defirous of fluring the fpoils 
of ruined provinces ; thus tearing out the entrails of their common pa- 
rent, and rendering themfclvcs inftrumcntal to their own dcftruftion. 
Every focial virtue was negledtcd ; common, faith and common honeffy 
were little more among them, than bare names, Under thefe circum- 
ftanccs, bow’ could they bq delivered from the power of one* tyrant, with- 
out falling into tire hands of another ? 

Whilft nadir’s glory was ripening, it was his policy to make great 
profcfiions of cftectn to thofe whofe fervices lie flood in need of; but 
afterwards lie acted on the wretched' maxim, .that a king has no friend 
or relation. Gratitude confcqucntly could nop appear as a princely virtue, 
nur lia\e any feat in his bread; oil tile contrary, he feemed diffident, 
til it thofe who were capable of a zealous concern for his intcreft from a 
‘principle cf affcilion, might on the fame principle .be partial to others 
alfo, if liia conduit fliould render him ungrateful to them. This feemed 
tn be the general rule lie obferved, with fomc few exceptions ; fincc we 
. find that tile vigilance and moderation of mustapua khan and cos- 
UM kiian, tlie only two perfons whole conduit I ever heard com- 
mended, lupportcd them ; and we mud amidd all his crimes do nadir 

the 
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the juftice to remember, that he. cherilhed thefe men to the laid. This 
feems to prove how irrefidiblc the charms of virtue are] and that the 
fubjedts of Persia were in general almoft as Jittlcdeferving mercy, as 
their king was difpofed to (hew it. But the amiable qualities of ’the 
mind being fo rare, they could be no great objedts of- his dread : the 
perfetdions molt level to his obfervation, and which druck moll forci- 
bly on his mind, were corporal ftrength and valour. Though he often 
Hood in need of thefe, the perfon who acquired any diftinguilhed re- 
putation for-them, became the object of his envy, if not of his fear. 
Of this they told me a remarkable dory : 

A certain' amt basih ’ had often didinguiflied himfelifin the field 
of battle : his lkill in the ufe of the fabre.was not Iefs extraordinary than 
his corporal flrength, and he was at length made a khan. The Per- 
sians, in their hyperbolical manner of fpeaking, fay, that this man could 
cut a mule with a pack-faddle on her back through at one broke. It 
is hardly credible how much the Persians elleem bodily drength. and 
military abilities: nadir cad a jealous eye on this perfon; and as if 
he meant to try his virtue, he gave him tile charge of a beautiful girl, 
to be carried to bis brother ibrahim ki! an. On the way he debauched 
her ; and ibrahim difeovering the indignity, fent her back to the king lus 
brother. It is eafy to imagine, that nadir would lefent the affront alfo; 

Jn fhort. he vowed to died the blood of the offender. Riza kouei 
myrza, then in high favour with his father, had a very pirticular le- 
gard for this officer ; he attended the prifoner before the sit Alt’s f pavilion, 
pleaded his caufe, and obtained his pardon. Nadir, for the fake of his 
vow, ordered a bit of the offender’s ear to be cut off. This howeier 
was but a temporary reprieve : foon after he was fent to burn a Turk- 
ish village ; but before it was poffible for him to arrite there, he was’ 
recalled, and quedioned why lie had not performed his orders; and after 
feveral imperious infults, nadir commanded that he fliould be drangled. 
Before the bow-dring was thrown about his'necfc, he nude a fign, as if _ 
he had fomething of importance to communicate; and, as is ufual in 

t fuch 

* Co-nmarder of a thoafand horfe. ' The circuaifiances feem to inycate, chat this ciesc 

was a little before he was declared lung. 
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fuch cafes, a fufpenfion was permitted. The khan availed himfelf of 
this interval, to plunge out of the hands of the executioners ; and feizing 
the fabre of one near Kim, rallied forward towards the shah, who rofc 
from his feat, and retired before his enemy. The attendants near the 
royal pavilion interpofed, and killed the delinquent, but not before he 
had (lain three of them. This circumltance was one great caufe, why 
the people in general, as well as the prifoners, who were brought before 
the shah, were kept at a greater diftance than common. 

The natural pride of the human heart is flattered, when our fuperiors 
bring themfelves down to our level. The general, who is not over-tender 
of his perfon, becomes the minion of the common foldiers ; but if to cou- 
rage he adds liberality, he fubdues their hearts. Nadi r was a mailer of 
every art of this fort, and in his firfl: appearances in life, gained the uni- 
vcrfal affedlion of the army. He was no fooner veiled with a command, 
than he became afliduous to ingratiate himfelf with the foldiers, not only 
by procuring them their pay in due time, but alfo good cloathing at an 
caly price, with the addition of occalional gifts. He was not ignorant 
of the ufe of clemency, in circumltances of great importance. A party 
of ousbegs, who had done him lignal fervice in battle, afterwards de- 
ferted from him : he fent a body of troops, and brought them to his 
camp as prifoners : they expected death ; but he bid them continue to 
ferve him faithfully, as they had already done, and made every private 
man the prefent of fifty crowns, and gave five hundred to each officer. 
The revolt of foldiers, on whom he moll depended for the fecurity of his 
perfon, as well as the advancement of his glory, might have been attended’ 
with very dangerous confcqucnces. But he no fooner carried his point, 
than he adopted new principles. Common prudence indeed obliged him 
-to be watchful of the (economy of his army; yet the meannefs of his 
education could not be corroded by his advancement to the diadem ; and 
whilll jealoufy and diftrull became his conllant companions, cruelty and 
avarice gained the afeendant over him, in every aQion of the latter part 
of his life ; this appeared in many circumftances, not only towards his 
army, but to the people in general. 


No 
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No part of nadir’s character was more diftinguifhed, than that of a 
general ; he lived in the held in the feveral chara&ers of a peafmr, a 
captive, a fervant, a robber, a foldier, a general, and a king. B rc d up 
in all* the arts and flibtleties of the tartars, he acquired a great pro- 
ficiency in the pradical knowledge of robbery. Hence it is eafy to ima- 
gine, that a perfon of his extraordinary natural talents and perfonal Are/jgth, 
diould become forward, bold, and enterprizing. Enured to a military 
life, he acquired a ftrong inclination for that variety which a continued 
change of place is apt to create. The intrepidity which lie poflefled in 
fo eminent a degree, is a dazling quality among men profefling armsj 
but fuccefs eftabliflied his chara&er as an able and fortunate general. 
His perfon and voice were inftrumental to his promotion, but his va- 
lour was not lefs lb. They feem.to have aded reciprocally on each 
other j and the confcioufnefs of his fuperiority over moll other men, 
rendered him dauntlefs to a degree of amazement ; yet were his mo- 
tions generally direded with great prudence : the fame prefence of mind 
which affifted him on all emergencies, taught him alfo how to confult his 
own fafety; for it cannot be imputed entirely to fortune, that he was 
never wounded. In the height of his grandeur, he would upon any 
emergency, out-march his baggage, and fuffer any hardfliip incident to 
a common foldier. 

His quicknefs of obfervation where his forces were weakeft, and his 
prefence of mind in fuccouring them, ever gave him a wonderful fupe- 
riority over his enemies. His refolution feemed to infpire his people with 
*a determined purpofe to conquer or die ; nor did his officers ever behave 
ill with impunity. In a&ion, he generally tired many horfes, being 
never long miffing where his prefence was needful. Upon thefe occa- 
sions he was wont to addrefs his men in fuch familiar terms, as feemed - 
to demonftrate an opinion, that a foldier will not perform his duty well, 
when he has no regard for his general. He found it indifpenfably nc- 
cellary to keep his army in motion, to prevent thofe confpiracics, for 
which a great part of his foldiers were always ripe f by this means alfo, 
the people in the remote parts of the empire were kept in awe, and 
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lie was ready to oppofe the invafion of his neighbours, or to make 
conquefts. 

As he enjoyed great health, and' was enured to exercife, his adlivity was 
hardly to be exceeded. His mind was drongly tinftured with the notion 
of prededination, and he became fo much the more dauntlefs by it j yet 
we do not find that he fell into the abfurd praflice of deviating from the 
diftates of common fenfe, with which this erroneous principle fometimes 
affefls its votaries. He fcldom placed a confidence that was unnecefiary, 
or expofed lnmfelf to a danger that was avoidable. In the condudt of his 
wars, he ever preferred dratagems to force. His marches were always 
amazingly rapid, and his progrefs fo irregular, and contrary to the ordinary 
rules of war, that he confounded his enemies. Thus he often defeated 
their heft, laid fchemes, and attacked them where they were leaf): able to 
defend themfclves. -Yet in matters of the greeted moment, his refolutions 
v ere generally fo quick and furpafling ordinary apprehenfions, that it feem- 
cd, doubtful whether they were the effedts of a folid judgment, or a blind 
temerity. Under the difficulties in which he was often involved, irrefolu- 
tion feemed to be what he dreaded mod ; nor did he dare to afk advice, 
led he fhould weaken the fuperiority by which he governed. The neigh- 
bouring mauommcdan dates, after fome years knowledge of him, 
conceived fuch an opinion of his penetration, and fuch a dread from 
his fortune, as to aferibe to him a kind of preternatural power. The 
fame notions, among his own people, often led them to betray thcmfelvcs, 

and defert their own caufc. 

v "» 
As to religion, it was uncertain what his notions were : before a battle, 
it was his condant cudom to prodrate himfelf for the fpace of a minute, 
and make an ejaculatory prayer ; this being the chief, if not the foie ait 
of religion, of which he gave any demondration, as the Persians con- 
fidently relate of him. 'j' ‘ 

Never was a man more indefatigable with regard to perfonal application 
and attendance to every duty of a commander : and it was his pradtice in 
the height of dimmer, and fometimes at other feafons, to come to his tent 
of audience early in the morning, often making it a fccond vifit before noon, 

I and 
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and fpending many hours of the evening in the fame manner. He was 
punftual in the payment ofhis army, and took a furprizing care that his 
camp fliould be fupplied with the neceflanes of life ; but at the fame time 
he received great advantages by being the foie vender of cloth, and fome 
other commodities to his foldiers, conftantly employing a perfon under 
the denomination of the shah’s merchant. 

Whether it arofe from the fuperiority of his genius that he neglecded 
forms, or from the narrownefs of his education that he could not fill up 
the charadler, he often forgot the dignity of a king Upon the occafion 
of his giving a government to a certain perfon, he fpoke to this cfieft : 

“ Remember that you are not to have any communication with the 
“ mullah * ; but I know that you will go to him by night ', and you 
“ will talk of me ; he will confels there is not fuch a king in the world 
as I am, but at the fame time he will tell you I am a rafcal ", and 
“ have no mercy : take heed how you liften to his fuggedions.” Nor 
was he lefs ingenuous upon many occafions. Having aikcd if there were 
any prince on the earth greater than himfclf and the grand fignior; and. 
being anfwered, that there were not any, he replied, “ You are mif- 
“ taken ; the basha of bagdat is greater than either of us ; for both 
“ of us have been endeavouring to reduce him to our fubjeflion, but his 
“ fortune and conduit have been fuperior to our attempts 

Many circumdanccs of the politics of this extraordinary man were un- 
fathomable, particularly in his punilhing offenders ; petty crimes he often 
chadifed with heavy punishments, whild offences of the blacked dye 
fometimes palled with impunity, or a flight refentment. Esen thofe 
who had been in open rebellion againd him, he has more 1 ban once 
reindated in their office, or preferred them to greater dignities, of which 
TAGitr khan is a remarkable inltance. Thus he feemed inclined to 
trad thofe who had been his avowed enemies, rather than fuch as be 
had not yet proved. 

In 

• A certain pncil whom vaqir fulpe&cJ of ddaSc&oo. 1 He al.o menuored the room 
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In the latter part of his reign he had no counfellor ; and his miniflcrs 
in molt repute were fo for from being admitted to any kind of fojni- 
Tiarity, that they dared not enter his tent. When they had bufinefs with' 
him, they flood in the open air within the femicircle of his attendants, 
being rarely allowed to lit down. It muft be obferved, that the rank 
to which he promoted them was a reward for their valour, and their 
knowledge of the arts of extortion, not for their wifdom or probity ; 
from whence it naturally followed, that men of the meaneft extraction 
often poffefled the highe'ft offices. ■ • - >' 

The flute of mankind is fo corrupt, that adtions even of the brigheft > 
hue frequently endanger the fecurity of the adtor, by the malice, ^envy, 
avarice, or ambition of other men. .This has J been in no country more 
verified in thefe latter ages, than in Persia... To' thofe uncommon 
talents which nadir poffefled, had he joined humanity and probity 
of mind, it would be reafonable to think lie might have been the in- 
flrument to prevent the ruin of that unhappy country. But could a man 
of'probltyrule over a people, whofe corruption rendered them mature 
for deftrudtion ? Had the. people been lefs vicious, the vices of the 
ufurper could not have been fo deftrudtivc. 

In extenuation of nadir’s crimes, great as they will ever be acknow- 
ledged, there was a moral certainty of his becoming a facrifice much 
fooncr, had he been 'poffeffed oflcfs power. It was with him, as with 
many great wicked men before him ; being advanced in the perilous paths 
of ambition, he found it dangerous to flop, and impoffible to retreat with 
fafety. Self-prefervation then called on him to march on, and explore 
the giddy heights from whence he fell, and involved his country in fuch 
prodigious ruin. We arc apt to aferibe even the good adtions of wicked 
men to finiftcr purpofes. There is no charadtcr without fome fliades 
aud mixtures of vdtue. In the -beginning of his reign, nadir dif- 
penfed juftice with an equal hand, and affefled the name of a juft king. 
Great encouragement was given to appeal to him upon every occafion of 
the extortion or illegal proceedings of his governors ; nor was redrefs to 
be obtained but from his decrees : fuch was the abominable corruption 

of 
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of the people. Thus at a'time whea men of fentiments might have fome 
Jlttering.expeftation5. oOiappy_cpnfequences from^ tlieyidlories of their 
fovereign, the arts of venality prevailed fo much, that even the royal de- 
crees could not be carried into execution, without bribes and presents. 

It is an inconteflable fadt, that Persia was indebted to nadir kodli 
for her deliverance from the yoke of the Afghans : to him /he owed 
the refloration of her legal fovereign.'; and by his valour and condudt 
the Persian monarchy recovered, in a little more than eight years, the 
. feveral dominions which had been torn from her during the weak and 
effeminate reign of shah hvssein, and the invafion of the Afghans; 
but that he adted oh juft principles, of poffefied fuch abilities as were ne- 
ceffary to fecute all thefe advantages, the fondeft panegyrift never will 
pretend. On the contrary, ’it feems plain from the lflue, that he was 
influenced by motives which eclipfe his bed aflions, and that he afpired 
at the fovereignty from his firft defeat of the Afghans. Many caufes 
’ co incided to flatter the higheft expedlatio'n that could be formed in hb 
bread; of thefe the great corruption of the people mud have been the 
chief; wbilft the weaknefs of shah tashmas opened fuch a proipedt 
to him' of mounting to the fupreme power, as could not be refilled 
by a man, in whofe n njl all moral confiderations gave way to liis am- 
bition. 
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THE 

Short and unfortunate reign of* 

ADIL S H AH. • ; 

■ CHAP.' XXXVI... 

Ail kouli khan eleBed king of. Persia' at mesched. , He fends ■ Bit 
. . brother ibrahim 'myrza to Isfahan • and'commitsfcveral ’cruelties. 
He fiticiis the friendjhip of Russia." The" revolt of Amur asiam 
KHAN; alfo of IBRAHIM MYRZA."' The death of ZORAB KHAN. 
defeat t/ Aim. siiaii, and his brother Ibrahim myrza', &c. 

E ‘ U R O P E feem's to be very imperfedtly acquainted with the’con- 
fcquences of the ; death of the ufurper nadir; even the' Rus- 
sians and the Turks, who are bell fituated to receive informa- 
tion, have not, 1 believe, the moil perfefl accounts ; and are moreover 
interefted, either to conceal or mifreprefent thofe which reach them; 
The fpilling of nadir's blood has been a frefti fource of calamities to 
the Persians. I have mentioned ' fome few particulars, fo far as they 
relate to our unfortunate trade over, the Caspian s i: a b . All that I have 
to add, is a (hort account of fome events which followed the catailrophe 
of the ufurper. 

, It has been already obferved, that mustapha kiian was on an cm- 
bafly to turkey, when nadir’s death happened. Providence feemed 
to interpofe for his fecurity, who was one of the very few houclt 
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in PERSIA. As he was prevented from being a fpeflator, it is probable i 747 
. he efcaped being a fhareralfo, in the unhappy fate of his mailer. He 
was arrived in -the Turkish, dominions when tile news reached him$ 
and he thought it neceflaiy for 'his fecurity to proceed with all his re- 
tinue to CONSTANTINOPLE. In the mean while, the Turkish embaifi- 
dor, who was coming to confirm the peace lately concluded, had the 
good fortune to reach bagdat with all the valuable prefents which he 
was carrying to the Persian court. As to knez galitzen, the news 
of nadir’s violent death no fooner arrived at reshd, than he retired to 
astrachan by fea, as well to inform his court of this extraordinary 
event, and provide for the fafety of his own perfon, as to receive freih 
inftrudtions. 

An klouli kiian now made no fecret, that he had been the chief 
inlligator of the confpiracy againfl his uncle, and as fuch was confidered 
as bell entitled to the diadem. As he had been governor of mescued, 
no officer could boaft of fuperior honours ; and as the nephew'of the late 
tyrant, he had been rcfpe&ed : but though he was fo nearly related to 
nadir, he had very little refemblance in his difpofnion ; his temper was 
free, open and generous, nor was he without the reputation of being a 
good foldier. 

The news of bis uncle’s death was no fooner brought to him *, than be 
came to mescued, where lie put on the royal diadem, and took the name 
of ADIL SHAH r , with the feeming applaufe of the inhabitants, and began 
his reign in a very popular manner. In confidcrjtiomof the great poverty 
of the people ; he remitted the taxes over the whole empire, and per- 
formed other afts of clemency. But at the fame time, according to the, 
execrable policy of mahommedan princes, be imbrued bis hands in the 
blood of bis neared relations. Nesr ali myrza firft fell a lacrifice to 
bis jealoufy, nor did he fpare the blind riza kouli. Different accounts 
were given of his conduft towards siiaiirokh, the foil of this blind 
•• ’ ’ prince, 

} 

* ft „ a ci rcuiaftance not a m* orthy of remark, that ths mcBkngcr who \ns Cent vuth ’ % d i head 
toAU kouli KHAN, lot it by the way , an d to fate his credit* produced Out cf another man.- 
r Ifcc juft ' * 



-86 THE REIGN OF . Part VIJ. 

1747. prince, and grand-fon * of nadir. Whether the real shahrokh fur- 
vived this event, or not ; one under this name, who pretended to be the 
identical perfon, foon after ailumed the diadem, as we fhall relate. Tho 
ah had the reputation of being humane; yet his cruelty did not Hop at 
the deftrudtion of the fons of nadir, for he__ alfo caufed feveral of his 
uncle’s women, who were with child, to be ripped up. 

K^lat, with all the treafure in it being furrendcred up to him, to 
all appearance the moll prudent Hep which this new king could take, was 
to march immediately to Isfahan, and carry with him a great part of 
his riches. Nadir’s army being for the moll part difperfed, he could 
have left a fufficient number of tioops on the eadern 'frontiers, and then 
railing a new army, ellablilh himfelf on the bafis of a military govern- 
ment, fo elfential to the fupport of his fovereignty. But he was bhnd 
to the danger to which he was expofed, and triumphing in a fond fecu- 
rity from his immenfe riches, abandoned himfelf to his favourite grati- 
fications of women and wine, and fent his brother ibrahim khan, 
whom we fhall now call ibrahim myrza*, to Isfahan, in order to 
raife recruits. 

• His next bufinefs was to excufe himfelf for the lhare he had in the 
murder of his uncle; and, at the fame time, to make his intentions 
known to the people, with regard to their future relief from that infup- 
pottable tyranny, which had been execcifed over them ; fa that this 
event might afford them all the joy and confolation which was natural to 
cxpcdt from fuch a deliverance. 

The following decree, which he fent to resiid in the province of 
giiilan, gives us an idea of the Hate of affairs a few weeks after 
nadir’s death. 


. * “ Wherein 

* Acccrfirj to the accoueti we had a: that lane from mtu, it waa doutafel u '-ether the 
rtal tttAltaoait aaa p.t to death, or act , feme report that he waa pret mally fent away in.o fafe 
rafioly , chert, that he vai prefeel, bat fpareti at the toll canon of the pnc.1, aa the ooly rcai-r rj 
load, co the tectho’a fdc, of the turn faojy. * At the brother of a ft;, ae 

c-a hoa utraaa, cr priocc. 


Z 



Chap. XXXVI. 


~ ADIL SHAH. 

“ Wherein stands 
“ The kingdom of GOD, 

“ SHAH AND SOVEREIGN OF THE EMPIRE, 

“ A SERVANT OF ALI, 

“ A MANDATE which THE WHOLE WORLD obevs k . 
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“ The noble and honourable cheich el islam'; the kazzi j ; the 
“ elders and all fubjedts; the poor and oppreJIed inhabitants of resiid, 
“ LAIIIJAN, RANCOUTE, keskar, fumin, shefta, kugdum and 
“ tlie places thereunto belonging ; to whom the Almighty has granted 
“ his unutterable mercies; who are affined of, and exalted by our in- 
“ comparable fovereign favour ; thall know, in what manner the wicfc- 
“ edne/s of the barbarous monarch ' bath prevailed. All nations and 
“ languages, the exalted and the humble, the good and the bad fiibjedls 
• “ of the empire of Iran e , are too .well acquainted with his proceedings. 
“ Their inceffant cries and lamentations have reached even unto the 
“ heavens. By putting out the eyes of the inhabitants, depriving them 
“ of their lives; and felling the Tons and daughters of mufiulmenj even 
■' the feven celeftial circles " were moved to companion. In a word, the 
“ extortion of elphs‘and crores t has been the caufe of multitudes of 
“ people lofing their fight 1 ; whild the tyrannical monarch barbaroufly 
“ eredled lofty towers of human heads through the provinces, exceeding 
« a ll the cruelties of pad ages. At length, our lovereign majedy com- 
et minded the mod eminent and high indrudted, jiahomme d kouli. 
« khan, our kurchi bashi“, that he fliould prevail on the afshar 
“ guards, to feize and remove the tyrant, thus performing a fervice 
« highly beneficial to the public welfare, redoring red and tranquillity 
« to the nation. Mahommed kouli khan did not refufe to obey. 

“ AH 

b This was the infcnpticn on the rojal Ggner, which they place at the head of the decree, 
e Chief of religion Jsj.au wc h.ve obfened Cgiufes fafety . by which is mc-nilhe mauouux- 
oah religion 1 Judges. * Tacfe are diUnfli a and about ctu>. 

t Nadia « Psa.ia. 4 The planets * Fare bundled ihoufixd 

h.zardenacr, or ia;,ooo/. 4 Ten dphs, or me mibions of crowns, orl,a;tjcco/ 

are equal to a croreui tom a. 1 Habere quo esa teat out of the hhorsfl, which 

is very obfeure, and contradiaorj I has e 1 card i'-t the number of perfons blinded, ua cot tef, 
than thirty thouland , but tins feems to be exaggerated. 41 Vol HI p 73- 
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“ All perfons of diftinftion, and the whole army near out vidtorious and 
“ fplendent fhrrup, were anxious to extirpate the deep-rooted violences 
“ and oppreffions of this tyrannical king. We therefore marched at the 
« i lea d of our forces from fesag and Herat, and came with hafte 
« f or that purpofe ; but on our arrival on the borders of terbedshan, 
<• news came that the afshar guards had already feized the tyrant. In 
“ the mean while there happened a commotion among the tartars % 
“ for the fuppreffion of which there was no other remedy than to give 
“ the tyrant the reward of his actions. 

“ The fort of which the late king had fpent many years 

“ m rendering impregnable, thanks to the Moft High, was in one day 
“ brought under our fubjedlion by segrab beg, whom we fent thither 
“ for that purpofe. . . 

“ As foon as thefe happy tidings reached our ears, we marched to the 
“ holy city of mesched, where all the minifters, commanding officers, 
“ and perfons of diftiQion prefent, did with one common voice intreat 
** our majefty to take upon us the government of the empire, to rebuild 
“ the ruined houfes, and repair the defolations of Persia. They pre- 
“ fented as their lnterceflbr the holy faint, who is buried in that city °, 
“ and would not defift from their importunity. 


“ When we confidered the fad ftate of the Persians for feveral years 
“ pad, who had been obliged not only to deliver up all their fubftjr.ee, 
“ but themfelves, and their families, to be flaughtered r, we thought it 
“ neceffary to fhew our fovereign favour to the oppreiTed ; to appeale 
tl the wrath of heaven ; to fatisfy the creatures of God, and to gam the 
“ love of the people. We have therefore been gracioufly pleafed to order, 
“ and do hereby command, that the new contributions in moneys, im- 

“ pofed 


“An difguifcs the teal fact, bur goes ferae light in regard to the contclt between the takta as 
end aeaiiani. Hcfceau toaffutne Che men: of removing his unde, bat jet to impute the erccu- 
tien to the a„i,a«. ,vlo „cre sasi.'i body i. . r „ = ( kirc of , 

.. 1“ qsvw another tcit out of the IAo-jo. "ton me 

c ‘ ^ CTCr y onc crimes fioin joa ,** by wbichl fuppofe « meant, t'ut in cor/tiJcncc 

s LZl) i2th ° !V ’ aal »“ r'U'S'J- ■ F-ouSoar, U. nete Ibrnlome. 
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“ pofed on lubjefts and /hungers, /hall from henceforward ceafe and be 
" annulled. We likewife difcharge the colleftors who are in your 
“ province, and you are to fend them to our court. But the money and 
“ belonging to the crown, which are already collefted, /hah be 

“ accounted for *. All the other revenues for this year, as alfo all taxes 
“ the following two years, we do moil gracioufly forgive, that the 
“ fubjefts of Islam, and all other religions, as hkewife the INWANS 

and others, who for fome years have been fubjeft to every kind of 
“ torture and oppreflion, may enjoy an uninterrupted fafety and tran- 
“ quilhty, and follicit the most high for our welfare. 

“ What concerns the fupport of pofl-horfes *, thofe to whom this of- 
“ lice belongs /hall take proper care; and for the future double the mim- 
“berof horfes /hall be kept at each ilage, as Was lately ordered s and 
“ the money for maintaining of them fhall be taken out of the treafury 
“ of the province In cafe of any deficiency, a reprefentation being 
“ made to us, it fhall be fupplied from other treafuries, 

“ For fettling the accounts of this year, two or three writers and ca- 
“ Ientars /lull be fent to our high court. And concerning the eflates, 

“ which in the late reign were taken from numbers of the people, we * 
“ /hall order an infpeftion to be made, and a circum/lantial account 
“ thereof to be fent to us. And that every one may be fatisfied in this 
“ particular, we (hall without delay appoint a proper perfon for that pur- 
“ pofe. Given in the month of dschemadielsam, 1160".” 


An having made fome difpofitions for fettling his government, he came 
with a body of forces to fpend the remainder of the year at the palace of 
ashreff w , near the midfl: of the fouth-coaft of the Caspian sea. In 
thatfituution he hoped to fupprefs any infurreflion that might arife in the 
northern provinces, prefuming that his brother ibrahim myrza would 
proteft the fouth, whil/t in cafe of neceflity he might again direft his 

march 


'Mohasil* * The term is, enteord in the ath book. ' The reader will oh- 

ferve m Several palTages of thefe t olumcr, that the bed conduit of couriers Wes or.e of the gnev OHS 
opjrcluons tinder which Persia groaned 0 About the fceginnjog of jvht 1 7+1- _ 
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j 747. inarch caftward. In the mean while AMUR ASLAN khan acknow- 
ledged the fovereignty of this new king, and commanded in the weft. 
This perfon was an officer of great experience, and had been a favourite of 
nadir, he was now in shirvan at the head of thirty thoufand men. 

In order to confirm the peace which nadir had made with the Turks, 
adil shah fent an envoy- extraordinary to the port, to fignify his exal- 
tation to the throne of Persia, and his inclination to live in harmony 
with the grand fignior : this minifter accordingly arrived there in April 
1748. It is eafy to conceive how ill the turks would relifh the advance- 
ment of a nephew of nadir. That Providence had thus removed him, 
who had been fo great an object of their terror, afforded great fatisfac- 
tionj but their ambition was to fee that army cruflied, which had been 
fo often the inftiument of fhedding fuch ftreams of their blood, and 
making their fovereign tremble in his very capital. The refult of this 
embaffy was, that the two courts (hould mutually fend embaffadors with 
the uiual pomp and formalities : in the mean while, we are left to ima- 
gine that the Turkish partizans would not be idle in fomenting that civil 
difcord in Persia, which they had found fo advantageous j fince with- 
out the expence of blood and. treafure, s without danger or inconvenience, 
they could thus look on and fee their natural enemy tearing out her 
own bowels. 

Adil siiah was not lefs affiduous to cultivate the moft perfect amity 
"with the Russians. The retreat of the embaffador knez gallitzen 
from ghilan, had given the Persian minifters fome alarms. Koulifa, 
who had been formerly embaffador in Russia, wrote to the Russian 
embaffador in September : the following extract contains the moft mate- 
rial part of the letter : 

“ May your eminence’s bleffed health, by the grace of the Almighty, 
“ endure to the end of the world. *T have had the honour to write to 
y° u feveral friendly letters, fent through the hands of the moft noble 
and moft honourable of the religion of Messiah, the refident of the 
-- imperial court of Russia 5 but I have not received any anfwer. 

“ I 
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“ 1 lon S ™ th impatience for your arrival; God grant it may be foon. r 747 . 
** that we may once more happily fee each other. 

to" 

“ I now acquaint you, as I have already done, that his majelly, equal 
“ in dignity to Alexander, and in fervants to darius, proteflor of the 
“'whole world, adil shah, whole reign may the Moll High preferve 
“ for ever, and my foul ferve him as a facrifice, has been gracioully 
“ pleafed to mount the throne of iran. Thus by the help of God, the 
“ government of the whole empire is in the high power of his majelly, 

“ the moll gracious and jull monarch. The fort.K^LAT, with all the 
“ treafures and riches therein contained, is in his majelly’s pofleflion j 
" and the enemies of his everlalling court, thus ellabhlhed by the Al- 
“ mighty, are utterly extirpated. 

“ It will appear to you by the copy of the mandate inclofed, that the 
“ moll gracious monarch did imagine you yet redded at reshd, there- 
“ fore he commanded me to wait on your eminency j and ordered the 
** mod noble achmed khan to convoy you to mazandekan, where 
“ the mod worthy mahommed ali beg, khajau, of noble defcent, 

« w ill meet and condufl you with all due honour to the shah’s high 
“ court. To conclude, I wilh the days of bills may lad for ever.” 

This letter was accompanied with long in/lrudlions from the shah 
to koulifa, to fliew all pollible honour to the embaflador. Achmed. 
khan had alfo commands to the fame purpofe, all demondrative of his 
delire of fupporting the bed correlpondence with- his neighbours the Rus- 
sians. Within very few weeks after nadir’s death, and before he came 
to the palace of ashreff, the shah himfclf fent a letter to the cm- 
baffador galitzen. Like others, it was marked with his feal at the 
head, viz. 

I “ Wherein stands 

“ Tiie kingdom of GOD, 

<l Sovereign of the empire, 

“ A servant of ALI. 

“ The 
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, J, 47 . -U. Xhs moll eminent, high, appointed, noble and high intrufted em- 

1 “ baflador, from the moil exalted imperial court of Russia, knez'ga-' 

<1 l’itzeu, (hall be allured of our fovereign favour, and know, that 
“ the vile difpofition and corrupted nature of the late monarch furpaffed 
“ all, bounds. How cruel his proceedings have been, you will be cir- 
“ cumilantially informed in due time. 

“ At prefent you ate acquainted that our fovereign majefty, by the 
“ grace and afliftance of God, has been highly pleafed ta take the throne 
“ qf the Persian empire; at which time it has, been. reprefented to us, 
“ that your eminence has been fent here as an embalfador, from the- 
“ moil puilfant and imperial. court of RUSSIA; and that the moil emi- 
“ nent serdar x , Amur aslan khan, nesscbsff beg, and other com- 
“ manders did receive your eminence on the borders of Persia, but 
“ made fuch bad preparations for your. journey through shirvan, as 
“ created a difguil, for which they ihall be accountable. 

“ And whereas it has been reprefented to our majefty, that your emi T 
“ nence is endowed with good underilanding, a quick infight, and ■ a 
“ decent behaviour in all things ’ ; and fent exprefily with fo great a 
“ pqwer to our high court, to eftabliih amity ; therefore we hope you wli] 
" not be offended on account of thefe accidents. And as we are inclined 
“ to fupport the frieadihip and. harmony between our fovereign majefty 
and her imperial majefty of Russia; and likewife. to ihew you. all 
“ honour, we' defire you will proceed with the iitmoft confidence to our 
“ high court. Given in the month of redshebel i 160 1 

This new king was too much inclined to peace, to negleA the cul- 
tivation of a good underilanding with his neighbours ; and to be wanting 
in nothing that could be agreeable to Russia, he prepared an embafly 
with a view’to make a defenfive and offenGve alliance with that court 
and alfo a treaty of commerce, which might be beneficial to the fub- 
jefts of both empires. Emifiaries from the Persian court were actu- 
ally 

1 General. r Thi; is tbe common flattering Rile of tie fersiam. “The 

„ £ ,BI 'j n g of jult 1747, fent from uesched. The nciv shah was yet at mzjchbp, and ap- 
poiiite convoys for the embaffiulor, to condufl iprji from astraea a to bsuadshirui and 

umstu. ~ 
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aUy. fent to astrachaij’. .The Russwns proceed with great caution 
111 *hcir oriental treaties, and generally divert the Persians in the laft 47 ' 7 ' 
mentioned city for federal month?, ‘before they condudt them to court. 

Under the precarious circumftance? of (he Persian king, doubtlefi 
many reafons occurred for airing with referve. 

The beginning of this year opened a new fcene, not Iefs fatal or bloody o 
than any of the^ preceding. Amur aslan khan, who commanded m 174 ' 
the weftern provinces, and refided at t’avris, already gave'indicytioqs 
of his defign to revolt. The shah being amvedat ASHREFr/feht fe- 
veral meifages to him, defiring him to come to court : he feigned va- 
rious excufes, and at length threw’ off the mafic by killing the couriers 
. whom the king had appointed to condudt him. This event was foon 
followed by an ait of hoildity, not only in violation of his duty as a 
fubjedl, b« alfo of the laws of juilice ant} hofpitahty. To what extre- 
mities will not a falfe ambition hurry its votaries I This khan, who was 
the exadt copy of his tutor and late mailer naoir shah, began to be 
' fenfible of the impoflibihty of fupportmg an army without money j nor 
could he procure any coniidecable Applies from aderbbitzan, shir- 
yAN, or any of the neighbouring provinces where his junfdidlion readi- 
ed: he therefore refolved.to obtain by robbery, what Jie could not pro- 
cure by any appearance of equity He knew that the English fadlors 
in reshd were poiTefied of afum of money, which na doubt was re- 
prefented to him as much larger than it really was, he_ therefore fent 
riza kchjli khan with a body of feventeen hundred Afghans, to pil- 
lage thcfe unfortunate ilrangers, who had given him no offence. Theie 
forces arrived in reshd the twentieth of January. ' The governor, 

AChmed khan, retired to lahijan, not being in a capacity to protedl 
■I the city: thus they were left to follow the didlates of their own wild 
. fuggeilions, whilit the villainy of fome of the inhabitants prompted 
them to iliare the plunder, by purebafing the ftolen goods at a very in- 
coniiderable price l . Tiie English fadlors took the precaution to retire 
with their money; but their eifedls became a prey, and were totally- 
pillaged, with circumilances that proved the madnefi of the times, and 
* ihc 

» See VoL 1L F?gc &'• b See Vo 1 II pgc S° 
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1748 the deftruflive confequences ' of civil war. The city of reshd however 
74 ' efcaped being plundered ; for it feemed to be the intention of AMUR, as- 
lan khan, to fupport fome reputation, in hopes of being acknowledged 
in a very Ihort time as the fovereign of Persia. 

The news of this incurfion no fooner reached ashreff, than adil 
shah difpatched a body of his troops to reshd. The Afghans, loaded 
with their plunder, were marching back, but were reached no further 
than keskar, when achmed khan, at the head of the shah’s troops, 
came up with them, and totally defeated them' 1 . Their lpoil fell into 
the hands of the shah’s froces, who it was but natural to expeft, as *■ 
they were fent for the fupport of government, and the fuccour of the 
injured, lliould have made it their chief bufinefs to obtain reftitution ; 
but this was a degree of virtue which they did not even attempt.- 
Amur aslan khan having met with this defeat, refolved to remain 
only on the defenftve j he was already in correfpondency with the 
king’s brother, ibrahim myrZA, and if we may judge from circum- 
ftances, was the chief promoter of the rebellion of this young prince 
againft his brother ; fecretly intending to reap the fruits of that quarrel,’ 
in which he hoped to fee them foon involved ; fince, by playing ohe 
againft the other, his expectations were in the higheft degree flattered, 
that he Ihould obtain the diadem hirafelf. 

, Adil shah finding that he had a formidable enemy to contend with 
in the weft, fent orders to his brother ibrahim in Isfahan, to come to 
- his fuccour with a large body of forces, deligning as foon as the fpring 
was a little farther advanced, to march againft Amur aslan khan. 
Ibrahim, who was now only twenty-two years of age, in the vanity of 
his heart, thought it abfurd, at the head of a numerous body of forces, to 
be any thing lefs than a king : the revolt of AMUR aslan khan bad, in 
his fond imagination, prepared fo eafy a meqns of obtaining the diadem, 
that he had little more to do than to receive it. But in order to bring 
about another revolution, it was neceflary to render his brother’s govern- 
ment odious to the people, at Ieaft to fecure the inclination of the officers 

and 
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and foldiers under his command. Here again religion was the plea and ,7,3 
the very motive which ought to, have difpofed their minds to a grateful 
fubmiffion to the difpenfation of providence, was prohituted to the pur- 
pofes of wild ambition. . 

Ant Kocrtr khan, from a certain generoftty of difpofition, had ever 
fince he was appointed governor of mesched, fliewn a particular re- 
gard to the cliriftians : his favourite wife was a Georgian lady of the 
religion of her country, and for whom he had an entire affedtion. Being 
now advanced to the regal dignity, he promoted her brother zorab 
khan to the office of his treafurer, and commander of his army. The 
shah feemed in this to err in judgment, as it had not been lately a prac- 
tice to commit fo high a trull to one born a chriffiah, and who, ic 
might be prefumed, Hill inclined to that perfuafion. This was the pre- 
tended caufe of iurahim’s difaffedtion to his brother. ' 

The shah had foon reafon to fear that the authority which he had 
given to ibhahim mtoza to raife forces, was not employed agreeably 
to his intentions. Under this apprehenfion, he fent his brother-in-law 
zorab khan to ’isfahan with the llrongeft aflurances of his affedtion, 
and with promifes to gratify' him in any thing that was reafonable , 
and that he might fee by the dignity of'the nieflenger, in what high 
efteem he held him. It is reafonable to prefume that the shah was 
fincere, and from thence flattered himfelf into a belief that his brother 
ihiiAhim might be won oyer to a fenfe of duty. , If, thefe were not hts 
fentiments, it was highly impolitic to trull his brother-in-law in the 
pofleffion of his enemy : the event proved that thisj young man was not 
to be brought over by intreaties, for zorab khan foon after 'his arrival 
was treacheroufly put to death as he was bathing. 

Ibrahim myrza having thus thrown off the mafic, wrote to meh- 
a ie khan *, one of the shah’s generals, inviting him and the foldiers 
under his command to take part with him againfl the f-ing. He could 
not-corrupt this general, but he brought over part of his forces. The* 

- »* ,< t _ ^ SHAlt 
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SHAH finding his fecurity thus endangered, wrote to his brother in very 
affeaionate and pathetic terms, reprefenting the dieadful calamities of 
civil war, and that his revolt muft neceffarily bring on the total ruin of 
their poor country, already in an expiring condition, with the wounds 
it had received by the cruelty and ambition of tbeir uncle : at the fame 
time he made propofals of a compofition, which might gratify his bro- 
ther's defire of a (late in a great meafure independent. Thofe who wifbed 
well to the tranquillity of Persia, flattered themfelves with fome hopes, 
that pofiibly the two brothers might, by (haring the fovereignty, unite 
in one common intereft, and by qua filing AMUR ASLAN khan, reftorc the 
kingdom to peace ; but that was only a fond prefliniption : the fame dif- 
pofition which. determined Ibrahim to revolt, rendered a compromife of 
that kind impradticable, were fiich union confident in the nature of things. 

In the mean while, the minds of the people were difiradled with 
anxiety, concerning the ifliie of a war, which would probably afford 
occafion for frefli competitions, and involve their unhappy country in 
inextricable miferies. No recourfe now remained but that of arms. 
In the month of may, adil shah marched with a great body of 
forces from mazanderan, through a narrow pafs in mount Taurus, to- 
wards the plains of casbin, where he had appointed his rendezvous. 
Achmed khan, with a ftrong reinforcement from ghilan, was ordered 
to march through the (heights of that province to meet him. Ibrahim 
myrza at the head of his army, had already left Isfahan, and having 
notice of the Intended junction of his brother's armies, made forced 
marches in order, to intercept achmed khan, which he accompliflied 
without thc.lofs of any blood. This unhappy general fell in with the 
enemy's camp early in the morning, miftaking it for a body of forces 
belonging to tile shah his mailer, and was taken prifoner by Ibrahim 
myrza. We have already mentioned, that achmed khan gave the full 
' check to the arms of amuu aslan khan. Ibrahim therefore thought 
he could not make his court more agreeably to his confederate, than by 
fending this general to be facrificed.-- Amur aslan was too much a 
copy of nadir, to have any mercy; .and ordered achmed as foon 
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as he arrived, to be brought to the entrance of his tent, where he graft- , 7i ! 
fled his revenge, by feeing him cut to pieces. , /+ 

Ann- skah advancing towards his rebellious brother, who feigned a 
retreat, was drawn into a fnare. Being attacked in flank by a great body 
of AFGHANS, he was deferted by his army in fo fliameiul a manner, that 
he loft the day without putting it to the iflue of a battle. He behaved 
with great perfonal valour and intrepidity, killing feveral with his own 
hands ; till at length feeing his forces fcattered, he left the field, and 
retired to T.T. iiiran. There finding himfelf abandoned, and utterly in- 
capable of collecting his army, after three days he went to ibrahim’s 
camp, and furrendered himfelf ; the only proof of mercy he received 
from this unnatural brother, was in being fuflered to live a Ihort time ; 
but in that interval it was not permitted him to fee his brother, nor 
even to enjoy the light, for his eyes were cut out Immediately. 

Thus ended the ftiort and unhappy reign of Ann. siiah. He was a ' 
man of an cafy placid temper, and might in times of lefs corruption have 
made a good king ; but he does not appear to have had a genius equal to 
fo weighty a talk, as the government of fo impious a people. All we can 
fay of him is, that he has been the only prince fince nadir, who has 
been confidered as a foverejgn by any foreign Hate: that he meant to 
fupport his government upon principles the reverie of nadir's; and, had 
he lived, that he would, to all appearance, have done juftice to thofe f , 
who fuflered by the villainy of Amur aslan khan. 

‘ Notwithftanding his fuccels, ibrahi.u retained the name of mirza, 
declining that of sh vh. It is probable he was the more induced to tins 
referve, by the tokens which AMUR aslan khan immediately gave of a 
defign of ulurping the lbvcreignty. This khan was turned of fixty years 
of age, and could not but confidcr ibrahim as a boy by no means en- 
titled to the diadem, compared with himfelf. He was at the head of 
thirty thoufind men enured to war under the command of nadir, and 
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had acquired a great proficiency in the fcience of arms, as well as poli- 
tical intrigue. In the laft he had_ already fucceeded; by having been one 
great infirument in the defeat of adil shah. He was too much of the 
genius of his old mailer, to promife Persia that repofe for which fhe 
languilhed, but which never could be found by means fo apparently de-i 
ftrudtive of the end. 

, After refting his troops, and dividing the fpoil taken from his brother; 
Ibrahim prepared for a viiit to AMUR aslan khan, and for that 'pur- 
pofe directed his march towards shir van. Youthful as he was, he aided 
the politician, preferring the removal of his competitor by affnffination, 
rather than to put his fortune to the iffue of a battle. Art and contri- 
vance not founded in juilice, often betray their own caufe. The crafty 
amur aslan was thus taken in the fnare he had laid for others, and fell 
a facrifice to his ambition. What became of his army is not faid, W3 
may prefume it was difperfed. < ^ 

In the mean while the eaftern parts of the empire being left unawed 
by the prefence of an army, the inhabitants efpoufed the caufe-of-the 
young siiahrokk already mentioned ; and he was: declared king, at 
mesched. The officers and perfons of-diftindlion in that quai ter were 
the more difpofed to take this ftep, as it gave them an opportunity, under 
the name of a regal authority, to pofiels themfelves of the great riches 
which yet remained at kaiat. In fuch a confufion of affairs, Per- 
sia might be eafily impofed on with regard to the identity of-this per- 
fon : happy were it for that diftra&ed country, if fuch impofition could 
have reftored it to tranquillity. 

. Ibrahim myrza was now informed concerning his' new ndverfiry. 
Fluflicd with conqueft, he had extended his 1 liberality beyond the pru- 
dence of a general, or the experience of more advanced years. At length 
lie found himfelf grown poor and incapable of gratifying the demands of 
his army, which was chiefly compofed of Afghans, not difpofed to fol- 
low their leader, without either pay, or prqvifion. There was no polii- 
bility of exaftipg contributions in a country already drained, not of money 

I - 1 - . only, 
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only, but of alrnoft every thing necefiiiry to' the fupport of life. Many 
of his foldiers knowing where to find another mailer, who was reputed 
rich, deferted. -What conilancy could he expeft fiom men who had juil 
turned their arms againft a prince whom they acknowledged a few months 
before as the deliverer of their country from the yoke of infupportabje 
tyranny 1 Tlius circumihnced, ibrahim was induced to hailen his march 
eailvvard, as well to obtain a frelh fupply of money, as to qualh bis enemy. 

' He had not advanced far, when he met with fome partifans of shah- 
rokh. His van-guard having reached tjehiran, were refufed a fupply 
of provifions: ibrahim immediately fent e.W khan, the general of 
his artillery, with his cannon and a llrong detachment, to compel the 
inhabitants to a compliance. It appears tiiat emir khan had" no opi- 
nion of his mailer’s caufe, or was fecretly diflatisfied ; in ihort, lie took 
the opportunity to abandon ibrahim, and join his opponent!: for as 
foon as this prince came under the walls of the town, emir khan turned^ 
the cannon upon him, and dallying out at the fame time, by this unex- 
pected attack difperfed bis 'army. It is probable that ibrahim ended 
liis life upon this occafion, as we hear nothing more of him from that 
time. Thus did Providence bring to confufion this raih youth, who' 
with lefs vanity, and a little more underilanding, might have operated 
with his brother, and inftead of involving his country in mifery, reftored 
it to a profperous condition. 


" Shahrokh shah was now without a competitor. During.thele com- jyy 
motions, the Afghans of kandahar, or fome other fubjeSs m the 
eaftern frontier E , revolted : shahrokh having formed a conlideribie 
army, marched againft them. What the fuccefs of this enterprize was, 
my authorities are filent: but in his abfcnce from khorasan, appeared 
a fifth competitor. There was an uncle of shah T/EHMAS, named su- 
X.IMAN, who, during the reign of nadir, having given no marks of 
ambition, and taken the habit of a mueeah, lived quiet and umnoieft- 
ed. This man was now dragged to the throne as>it were on purpofe to- 
be flaughtered : his adherents had. prevailed 'op him to affiime’the dij-- 
dem ; hue liis reign was very Ihort, for upon shahrokh’s return lie be- 
, *' . . VT p 2 ■ • • J ' came. 
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came a facrifice. It is faid that one ismaex, then fet up againft shah- 
hokh. We have great reafon to believe, that the latter, for fome time, 
promjfed fair to maintain himfelf in the throne, till at length he was 
obliged to yield to shah doub, of whofe fanply I have no information. 

Heraclius, a Georgian prince, then appeared on the ftage, whofe 
fortune is yet faid to prevail over all competition. This prince’s being a 
chriftian, feems to render his eftabhfhment very difficult ; nor is it eafy to 
imagine that the Turks will be idle fpeftators of a chriftian king of peii- 
Sia. They have already had the fatisfaftion to fee the deepeft- humiliation 
of their hereditary enemy. NadiK, who died their fields with blood, 
and whofe very name fo often made them tremble, has, by the confe- 
quences of his tyranny, reduced Persia more effedtually, than could 
have been performed by 'any foreign enemy. Though the fword is not 
the juft inftrument of propagating the faith of the true Messiah, yet it 
is a circumftance worthy of attention, that, the Georgians are a very ( 
brave people, and may, by the countenance of the Russians, be capa- 
ble of carrying greater defigns into execution than the world is at pre- 
fent aware of. 

«. I * 

When we confider the fate of kingdoms v we ought to obferve, how. 
men are led aftray by, their pafiions, againft the light of their own minds. 
How infatuated were the Persians, or how loft to all fenfe of virtue, 
after a feries of bitter calamities, to depofe their true king, when the ex- 
perience of ages had taught them there could be no fecurity under an 
ufurper. But what were they to expert from fuch a king as nadjr 
kouli, whofe hands were fo deeply imbrued in blood ? What could be 
expedted, but that a man of his genius and principles, bred up to murder 
and rapine from his earlieft life, would bring all tilings into confufion ? 
Yet even in the politer regions of the world, fuch are the imprefiions 
which mankind ordinarily receive from military atchievemqnts, that 
events which ought to draw tears for the diftrefles of human nature, 
are made the fubjedt of joy and exultation, till a reverfe of fortune gives 
a quick fenfe of the fatal effedts of fuch falfe glory. How execrably 
pernicious are the fond notions of happinefs, arifing from the fucccfs- 
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ful invaiion of 'another’s right ! Crimes, for which every law, divine i 7 r 0 , 
and human, condemn a private man to death, become warrantable by ‘ 
the laws of arms. What wifdom and integrity ought to wield the fword, 
which at bed is but the indrument of divine juflice for the corre&ion of 
national crimes and offences 1 

It cannot be from the original conflitution of things, that the Almighty 
has ordained war as effential to the well-being of mankind. The hate 
of nature is a date of peace ; but the fliedding of human blood becomes 
familiar by habit, and a continued courfe of foreign wars prepares the 
minds of a people for every defperate enterprize, of which the word is 
inteftine broils 1 ; and thefe have at length extinguifhed the glory of Per- 
sia. What the fate of that wretched country will be, heaven only knows : 
but this is evident, that the fplendor of their monarchy, all their mo- 
numents of art and labour, with all the induftry of pad ages, are fwal- 
lowed up by the ravages of war. What numbers of tbeir towns, their 
cities, their fruitful plains and delicious mountains, are become a dreary 
wade, and the habitation of wolves 1 

The fate of empires is a fubjedt the mod intereding. Reafon and re- 
ligion teach us to implore the almighty ditpofer of events, to fuccour 
mankind in general ,■ we ought then to fend up our prayers, that his 
mercy may extend to the Persians, and redore them to a jud fenfe of 
virtue, that their nation may again become great and happy. 
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Note, Tie numerals refer to the whines, and the figures to the pages. 


A BAS the CH8AT, a cruel prince. 111 19 
came into the world with his hands 
bbody, ibid inftanccs of his cruelty, ibid, 
had not a proper education, m 20 orders 
liis Ton to be blinded, ibid builds a mofque 
at Mefched to difcouwge the Peril ms pil- 
grimage to Mecca or Medina, iv 2* 

Aims II one of the heft kings of the Seffics, 
ill 20, 21 his toign tnd death, 111 21 
Abas III an infant, preferred to his father , 
tV 75 the fovercignty in the hands of 
Kouh Khan, ibid the young Shah dies, iv 

123 

Add \llah basha, a Tutkilh general, Caf- 
bm furrendcred to him, m 241 defeats 
Tahnus’s troops before Anlevillc, 111 242 
retreats to Cars, iy 120 
AbdAllAh koupHoli gives battle to Nouli 
Khan in die valley- of Arpakat 1, IV 1 ig as 
flam with many thoufand Turks, »v 120 
Abdallah koupkoli, fon of the Scramcr 
KouprPti, flam at the battle of Cars, 1^253 
ABDQLLf.Es, apply to Abas Vuns of foc 
relief againft the Oufbcg Tartars, ui 25 
a nation divided into tribes, w 62 diflaur- 
fied with their fubjeibon to Pcrfia, ibid 
Abdul a-kiz k«A*i, formerly a mule-dmer, 

ill 213 commandant of Julfa, ibid is fent 

by Affirtff cm baflidor to the Ottoman courf, 
»bid admitted to an audience of the U ran 1 
Vicir, Ui 236 his conferences with the 
Turkilh rmmflcrs, in 236, 25; t^les his 
lease, tu 340 is anefled oa the read 
by order of the Grand Sigu-or, ibid. 


Abdul baki kkak, Nadir's embaflador to 
Turkey, iv 133 concludes a peace, iv 135. 
AcHmep, Grand Sigmor, dethroned, and fuc- 
cceded by his nephew Mahommcd, iv 51 
Achmbpaca, governor of Isfahan, ui 123 
drives the Afghans from the bridge of SJu- 
nds, ui, 113 make* a fall? to open a oaf- 
Page hr pwvifions,, in 138 is defeated by 
the treachery of the VaU of Arabia, ihii 
his conduct unjufUy blamed by Shah Huf- 
fcin, ibid his death, u« 139 
Acuued, baflu of Bagdad, Cakes poUc&cn 
of Loviftan, ui 231 gnes the ^Vfghans bat- 
tle, m 247. u defeated, ui 248 negotiates 
a peace with the Pcrftam, iv 63, 64 hil 
vigilance, iv 8 1, 83 his letter to the Grand 

Sigmor upon the defeat of die Perfians, iv.* 

rf, Ac prepares to fland another flegc, iv. 
iog, 1 10 his orders from the Ottoman court 
concerning a treaty with Nadir Shah, iv# 
*33* his conduct towards the Arabians, iv, 
222, 223 fufpcGcd of 1 correfpondence with 
the Periian kmg, 223 his critical circura- 
Ibnccs, iv 334. his part, 2nd gencrofiry, 
ibid the Turks dif<]u»etcd at the Giaidttup 
between him and Nadir, iv 235 cflabhflieu 
by the Ottoman cuurt in hu eoraiuroir, 
iv 236 an embaflador font to him by Na- 
dir iv 237 

Aciisied km a Periian general, foo from 
the tyranny of Nadir to CoidianunopJe, »v» 
diliruM, a!rcnrari« nratl iBIoli 4 
cS , FJcrc of ife 1 -rU .biJ ^ 

dy r,f Afctun. rfuminj h *4 01 

the Sntoh fiJora - r BcBJ, " -9i- ! firn 
by ftndiin Mira, --J <«■« » 

j&on, v.bo ddiiop luoi, iy 2p. I, 4J9 
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Afghans, the authors of the cataftrophe in 
*- Perfia, m 22 derive their genealogy, m 
23 inhabit mountains near the Moghols 
empire, ibid a colony of this family em 
braces theMahommedan religion, ibid tlieir 
various fituation by conteft between the 
kingofPerfia and the Moghol, 111 2=5, 26 
a long time fa thful to the king of Perfia, 
in 27 difpofed to revolt, m 27 cruelly 
u fed oy the Periian troops, m 28,29 com 
plain of Gurghin Khan, m 29 the Af 
ghans and Pcrftans treat one another as he 
reties, in 35 they revolt, 111 43, 44. no 
nuuate a fuccefior to Mir vais, 111 59 their 
defeat at Kherman, m 71 their pacific 
difpofmon, w 88, 96 obtain a great vie 
tory at Gulnabad, 111 1 08 take Farabad 
and Julfa, m 114,118 their barbarities to 
the Armenians, ibid put the diftrift of If 
fahan to the fword, lit 126 defeat the 
troops going to relieve Isfahan, 111 129 
their barbarity to the Periians, 111 143 
afeend the throne of Periia, in T45 a new 
colony of Afghans arrive at Isfahan, m 
167 oblige Maghmud to declare Afhreff 
his fuccefior, in 205 their confpiracy in fa- 
vour of Afhreff, 111 21 1 totally routed by 
Tcehmas, m 223 defeated at Mourtchak 
bor, iv 31 defeated at Shirafs, iv 3S eat 
horfc flcih, iv 147 oppofc Nadir’s paflage 
through the defiles, iv 200 plunder the Bn 
tifli faflors, iv 293 arc defeated, iv 294 
Akbar, emperor of India, his charter fet in 
contrail with Nadir s, iv 219, Ac this em- 
peror’s letter to the king of Portugal, ibid 
Alexander the great, marches into Afia, 
111 n pafies the Gramcus, ibid obtains a 
vi£lory over the Pcrfians, 111 12 many 
pr nccs fubmit to him, ibid his army m- 
crcafcs, ibid died c ght years after his con- 
qu ft, ibid his acquiGuons divided among the 
partners of lus victories, ibid he and Nadir 
Shah, both made an expedition intoIndia,iv 
143 a companion of their chara£fcr<, tv 143, 
144. their ddire of fame and glory, iv 143 
few countncs that have not h d their Alex- 
anders and Nadirs, iv 144 con r ourulcd the 
rul-a of religion and moralit), ibid moral 
reflexions on falfc glot}, iv* 1^4, 145 the 
mtuv es of tl mv ading India , iv 1,5 how 


long fince Alexander made his expedition, 
ibid his coming into India, and fubdumg king 
Porus, iv 162, 163 a companfon between 
Alexander’s and Nadirs reftoring the con- 
quered kingdoms to the Indian kings, iv 
194 

Ali kouli KHAN,fon of Ibrahim Khan, Na- 
dir s brother, confidered as fuccefior to Na 
dir, iv 246 lus revolt from Nadir, iv 259 
comes to Mefched on his uncle s death, iv. 
285 elected king of Perfia, ibid takes 
the name of Adil Shah, ibid his clemency, 
ibid kills his ncareft relations, ibid his 
cruelty to his uncle s women, iv 206 a- 
bandons himfelf to women and wine, ibid 
fends his brother Ibrahim Myrza for recruits 
at Isfahan, ibid confefles having a Ihare in 
the murder of his uncle, ibid his decree 
fait to Relhd after his uncle $ death, iv 
287 marches to AlbrefF, iv 289 culti- 
vates an amity with the Turks and Ruffians, 
iv 290 his letter with pacific mftrutbons 
to the Ruffian embafiador, ibid defirous of 
making an alliance with that court, iv 292, 
lus favourite wife of the chriftian religion, 
iv 293 marches with his troops agauift 
lus brother, iv 298 defeated by his bio 
thcr, iv 207 furrenders himfelf, is put to 
death, ibid his ftiort and unhappy reign, 
ibid Ins chara&cr, ibid 

Aman ola defeats the troops going to the 
relief of Isfahan, m 129 his great cruelty, 
111 153 enters Cafhm, ibid treats the in 
habitants with great rigour, m 157 woun L- 
ed in the mfuneilion at Cafbm, and makes 
his efcape, hi 138 his pretcnfions to a fhare 
of the treafure and fovercignty, 111 183, 

* compromifed,iu 184. afironted by Maghmud, 
111 21 r put to death by order of Aflircfij 
111 218 

Amur, aslan khav acquaints Shah Tarh- 
mas of Afhreff s defign to fcizc his perfon, 
in 224 G.vcs himfelf by flight, 111 225 3Cr 
knowledges the fuverugnty of Add Shah,iv 
290 an 0 flicer of great experience, ibid a 
favourite and copy of Nadir, iv 290, 293 
revolts from Add Shah, iv- 293 fends a 
body of Afghans to pillage the Englifti fac- 
tors in Rcfnd, iv 203 promotes the rebel- 
lion of lb ahna Mjrza, ibiJ experts the 
dndem. 



X N D 

diadem hunfelf, ibid cut off by Ibrahim 
Myna, iv 298 , 

Arabia, Vali of, his conduit at the battle of 
Gulnabad, jjj 306, 107, J08 his fpecch at 
the Divan after that battle, nt 111 made 
governor of Isfahan, m 112 his treachery, 
m 117, r2j, 124, 125, *3* his artifices 
and evasions, m 137 condemned by Magh- 
inud to perpetual impnfonment, m 151 
Arabians, rebel againff the Perfian govern- 
ment, iv 18 1 two tribes revolt from the 
Turks, iv 232 ate defeated by Suliman, 
ibid turbulent and mconftant, ibid pover- 
ty the bed expedient to keep them humb/e, 

Armenia, the adventures of the pretended 
fucccflor to that kingdom, 111 40 great part 
of this country brought under the Turkifh 
joke, 111 195 

Armenian patriarch, Nadirs extraordinary 
conduit towards him, iv 216 
Armenians , a colony fettled at Julfa, m 
115 in a thriving condition, ibid diftruft- 
ed by the Perftans, m 117 taxed by Magh- 
mud, in 165 heads of three of them cutotfj 
ibid badly ufed by Taehmas Shah, ui 191 
pnefts read the red gofpel over Maglunud 
m 209 gam viflory over the Turks, m 
252 dtfhefled by Nadir s- taxes, leas c their 
habitations, iv 230 

Arnaud, of Marfcilles, ranfoms Topal Of 
man from fiaverj, iv ioz vifits Ofinan, then 
the gran i viz r, iw ray 
Arsaces fuccecds his father Darius, 111 10 
takes the name of Artaxerxcs II ibid from 
his great memory called Mncmon, ibid in 
his reign the famous retreat of Xenophon, 
ibid he dies,- ibid. 

Arses, advanced to the throne by Bagoas, ui 
jj a/LC&natcd ibid 

Arsites difputcs the crown with Darius, 111 
10 gams two Miloncs,ibid his foldiers cor- 
rupted, he is put to death, ibid 
Artaxerxes-, the fon of Xcixcs, afeenus the 
throne, hi 8 

Artemisium, the Grecians obtain a victory 
over the Pcrfuns at fc 3 , m 7 
Asiireif, his father deprived of his life ana 
throne by Maglunud, ni 13+ behaves with 
prudence and valour, ibid is condemned by 
Maghmud, ui. 135 « acquitted, w I 3 S> 
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13 6 quits the army, in 148 returns froi* 
Kandahar much beloved, ui 205 chofcnful- 
tan of Perils, m 211 his chara&cr, ui zie 
caufes the guards and confidents of Mag fi. 
mud to be put to death, 111 215 his artful 
behaviour to Shah Huflein, 111 217 pimifhtis 
the confpintors who placed him on the 
throne, jjj 238 his cruelty to his brother, 
111 221 endeavours to render himfelf popu- 
lar by the mildnefs of his admmiftration, 
ibid and to have his fovcrcignty acknow - 
lodged in Kandahar, 111 222 forms a dc- 
fign of feizing Shah Tadvmas, ibid taka. 
Koom, m 225 matfaercs the Pcrllan fords 
who had difclofed Jus defigns updn Tadimas, 
m 226 terrified Ly the Ottoman arms, 
fends an einbafiador to the Port, in 235 
fortifies Isfahan, in 244. marches an army 
to meet Achracd Bafha, hi 245 Ins flrata- 
gem to avoid a battle with tlic Turks, in 
246 gains a viilory over the Turks, ui 
248 his artful behaviour to them w 250 
his prudent admunftration, in 253 con 
eludes a treaty of peace with the port, m 
254 feuds an cmbalTador to Confla/mnoplc, 
iv 25 marches to Damgoon, and is dc 
feated, iv 28, 29 retreats to Isfahan, and 
incamps at Mourtchakhor, iv 29 defeated 
at that place, iv 31 murders Shah Huflcui, 
nid flics from Isfahan, iv 32 n relics to 
SJnrafi, iv 37 is defeated there, n 38 his 
flight, diflrcfs, and death, iv 39,40 uAirpnUon 

& -r” 

Assyri w empire, the firff monarchy, 111 r 

Astabat, the Turks defert the Perilous here, 
iv 42 

Astra bvd, rebellion in this province, n 
244. Mahommcd Hafian cho'en for their 
leader, ibid t-kes the cap tal, fcizes Isadir’a 
treafure, and plunders the Bmifh caravan, 
iv 245 defeated by the Shahs troops, ibid 
the province ruined by this rebellion, ibid 
the amount of the lofs by the plunder of the 
Briufh caravan paid by Nad r 3 order to the 
fadlors, ibid. 

Athemat ddueet, prime mimdc', co"fin 
cd, and his eye s put out, 111 73 vS 

secufition agatn/ 1 him, lit, 7 5 lus anfucr 
and defence, m 70, 2*c Ins ueaui and c«ia- 
railcr, m 82, Ac. * 
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Av arice, its effc as, iv. 233. an mftancc of 
it hi the Turkifii Baflias, iv. 253. 

B. 

Babulu khan’, governor of Khorafan, re- 
ceives Nadir In the ftation of a gentle man- 
ufher, iv 5. negle&s Nadir, iv. 7. difgraces 
Jinn, iv 8. 

Babylon revolts from the king of Periia, in 
5 is befieged, and taken by a ftratagem of 
Zopyrus, ibid 

Bactiarians, their country invaded by the 
Turks, ut 231 a divifion between the Bac- 
tiarians and Lonans,ui 231 fpint of diflen- 
fion brings on the difgrace of both nations, 
ibid the Ba&anans and Balouchees revolt 
from Nadir, iv 239, 240. 

Bagdat, its fituation ontheTigns, iv 78. 
its antiquity, fortification, and inhabitants, 
iv 79, 80 befieged by Kouh Khan, iv 81. 
a great Turkrih army aflemble here in de- 
fiance againft Nadir, iv. 131 
Bagoas kills Ochds, king of Periia, 111 ir. 
places Arfco on the throne, ihid caufes him 
and his family to be aflaffinated, ibid > Is 
compelled to drink the poifon he had pre- 
pared for the king Darius Codomanus, ibid. 
Bassora, under alarm from the Arabs, iv. 
222 threatened with a fiegc from the Per- 
Jlans, iv 223 the fuelling of the Euphra- 
tes occafions an inundation and an epide- 
mical difordcr, iv 253. befieged by the 
Pcrfians, iv. 237 plunder, daughter, and 
other confcqucnccs, ibid- 
Bender abassi, the Afghans repulfcd, 111. 
189. 

Bengal, the Vakeel, his farcafm, iv. 186. 

kills himfelf and family with poifon, ibid. 
Ben-isfahan, the gallant behaviour of its 
inhabitants, m 189 defeat the Afghans, in 
167 furrcndcis by capitulation, m 166, 
J&7' 

C. 

Caeul, befieged by Nadir, iv 151. taken 
by florin, ibid puts Nadir in poileffion of 
&cat treafure, iv. 152. the key of the 
northern parts of India, 11 155 
Cambyses folds Cyrus to a (Tift Cyaxares, 
iU. 2. 
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Cambyses, fon of Cyrus, afeends the thrond 
of Periia, 111. 3 fubdues the Egyptians, ibid, 
invades Ethiopia, ui. 4. his troops deftroy- 
ed by famme, ibid caufes his brother 
Smerdis to be murdered, ibid deftrovs 
Thebes, ibid, caufes his filter Meroe to be 
murdered, m. 4. his great cruelty, ibid, 
many of his great officers buried alive, 
ibid, (boots his cup-bearer through the 
heart, ibid, an impoftor ufurps his crown, 
ibid, dies of an accidental wound by his 
own fword, in 5 fuppofed to be Aha- 
fuerus mentioned in fenpture, ibid. 

Cara achmed, made general of the Tur- 
kifh army, iv. 120. 

Cars, the Turks, defeated by the Perfians, 
iv. 253 

Casbin, ceded to Aman Ola, 111. 153. it 
furrenders to him, ibid, the inhabitants 
drive away the Afghans, 111. 157. furrenders 
to theTurkifh general, 111 241. declares for 
Afhreff, iu. 244, 

Cashan, furrendered to Zcberdeft Khan, ui. 
184 

Chantrou, Nadir’s paflage obftru&cd for 
want of a bridge, iv. 200 
Cimon, his fucccfs againft the Perfians, 111. 
8 carries the plunder to Athens, ibid, com- 
pels the Perfians to accept of peace, 111 9 
Cligi, a tribe of the Afghans, almoft dc- 
ftroyed by Mahommed in. 23. 

Cohkilan, Khan of, m full march to relieve 
Isfahan, ui 132. is attacked by the Af- 
ghans, ibid returns to his province, ibid. 
Maghmud lofes a -great part of his army in 
attempting to reduce this province, 111. 190 
Constantinople, great rejoicings on the 
victory of the Turks over the Pcrfians, 111. 
197. 

Cr^sus, taken pnfoncr by Cyrus, m 2 re- 
ftored to his throne, ibid. 

Cyrus the great, the Pcrfian empire found- 
ed by him, iu. 1 his defeent, m 2. gains a 
vu 2 ory over the Babylonians, ibid, a iecond 
time victorious, ibid, takes Sardis, and makes 
Crarius king of Ljdia pnfoncr, ibid, fub- 
dues the Leila" Afm, and other countries, 
ibid, puts Balihazar and his courtiers to the 
fword, ibid, fulfils the prophefy of Daniel, 
ibid is the foie monarch of the empire of 
Periia, iu. 3. pubhihes an cdifl for the 
build mg 
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building the temple of Jerufaletn, ibid his 
charaficr and death, ibid 

Cyrus, D anus's Jon, his father l»a\cs him 
thcjdommions of the Lefler Afia, m 10 

D 

Da gist an, the Ruffian general arme* here, 
n 226 the Lc/gecs apply to him, il id 
Nadir meets with a repulfe here, n 236, 
238 

Daugoon, the Afghans defeated here by the 
Perfians, iv 30 

D uuus, fon of HylHfpes, cle£lcd king, tit 
5 marries two of the daughters of Cyrus, 
ibid orders the temple of Jcrufalcm to be 
built, ibid requires the Jewdh priefts to 
pray for him, ibid takes Babylon, ibid 
caufes 3000 citizens to be impaled, and their 
walls to be demolifhed, ui 6 invades 
Scythia, m 6 retreats, ibid invades In 
dia, and fubdues the Ionians, ibid fends 
Mardonius againft tlic Athenians, ibid in 
vadcs Greece, and becomes maftcr of tlic 
iflands in the Aegean fca, ibid h s death, 111 7 

Darius furnamed Codomanus, kmc of Per 
fia, 111 ii compels Bagoas to drink tlie 
poifon he had prepared for him, ibid an 
accompk/hed prince, ibid ^ the Grecians 
unite againft hun, ibid marches to meet 
Alexander, jji 12 defeated, and his wife, 
mother and children made prifoners, ibid 

DrHLjE, the Indian arm} pitch their tents in 
this neighbourhood, iv 158 the cnftle and 
city in Nadirs hands, iv 172 a mob kills 
Pexfian horfenien, iv 176 maflacre in this 
city, iv 176 

Derbend, the mhab cants fuller by famine, 
iv 226 Nadir marches from hence to 
Mogan, iv 236 the Lefgees alarm the 
gamfon, iv 241 and diftrefs the aty, iv 
242 

Devran khan, prime mmifter of Lidia, en- 
mity between him and Nizam Al Muluck, 
iv 140 they command the Indian arm), 
iv 158 he is wounded and dies, iv x66. 


Elephants, at the head of the Indian army, 
iv 166 tlic ftratagem ufed by Nadir to op* 
pofc thefe animals, ibid 
Vol IV. 
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Emir hemse, comes to the throne of Perils, 
ui 17 murdered by the contrivance of his 
brother, ibid 

Emir khan, general of Ibrahims artillery, 
joins his opponents, iv 299 turns the can 
non upon him at Taehiram, and difperfes 
his army, ibid 

Erctri v, defiroyed by Darius, m 6 
Erhan, the cap tal of Armenia, befieged 
by the Turks, 111 igz, 193 furrcnders by 
capitulation, iu 194 taken by Ivouh Khan, 
w X2i a great battle fought near it bthv een 
the Perfians and Turks, u 252 the latter 
defeated, ibid 

Erzeroum, the Turks alarmed at Nadrs 
demands, aflemblc an army war this place, 
n 230 

Ethiopians, invaded by Cambyf^s, ui 4. 
Evancelists, Nadir orders a tranflation ta 
1 c made into Perfic, iv 217 
European traders, at Isfahan, heavy contri- 
butions laid upon them by Maghmud, 111 
164 

Ezadallah, kills his father, and is acknow 
ledged chief of the tribe, m 62 defeats 
the Perfian army, and takes Herat, ibid 
obtams a great vifiory over the Perfians, m 
66 

F 

False clorv, reflexions on us bad confe 
quences, iv 266 

Farabad, a country palace near Isfahan, 111 
114 a defcription of it, ibid the Afg- 
hans t. ke pofleffon of it, ibid 
Fendoun, kh\n of the Kourd , commands 
Shah Tchmsss troops, 111 1 71 his cru- 
elty, ibid defeated by the Afghans, ibid 

G 

Galitzen knez. Ruffian emboflador, a let- 
ter from Koukfa to him, on Ad 1 Shah s ac- 
ceffion to the throne, iv 290 
Georgians, the r famous retreat from Ran 
dahar, 111 49, 50 no affiftance given by 
them to Shah Hufleio, 1 1 1 33 the 1 urks 
have a view to Georgia, in 1 75 ,s 
brougnt und r tbeir dominion, iu 1,8 
counge of a w Oman o'" this country , t r 
186 defcei dents of the anc nt lbcnai , 
tv 1 13 a delcrpton of tlem, n jjj, 

Rr “-J* 
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1x4, rcfufe fending the fons of their nobi- 
lity to Nadir’s camp, tv. 158. a bra'C 
people, and capable of greatdefigns, tv 300 

GhieZ, its fituation, iu 165, 166 befieged 
and taken, 111 166. of great fervice to the 
Afghans, ibid 

GitiLAV) fubdued by Peter the Great, 111 
178 this and odier towns on the Cafpian 
yielded to the Czar by treaty* 18 1 m 

Ghulpaxg an, a town attached to Tsehmas, 
111 170 befieged by Maghmud, ibid ob- 
liged to fubmit to him, 111 172 

Grecians obtain a vi&ory over the Pcrfian 
fleet, ill 7 

Gurghin-uhan, prince of Georgia, his 
charailer, m 27, 28 made go ernor of 
Kandahar, and opprefics that province, 111 
28 fends Mir-vais to Isfahan, lit 30 lus 
conduit on the return of Mir-\ ais, m 42 
demands the daughter of Mir-vais, m 43 
Mir-\ais gains his confidence, m 45 maf- 
facrcd with all his retmuc, it! 47 
G ulna dad, an account of the battle be- 
twixt the Pcrfians and Afghans, 111 106. 
the Vali of Arabia’s conduit ccnfurcd, 111 
107, ic8 the caufe of the fucccfs of the 
Afghans, iu ic8. 

H 

II\MADA\, befieged by the Turks, 111 196. 
a treaty of peace concluded here between 
the Turks and Afghan-, 111 254 taken by 
KouU Khan, iv 41 a battle here, where- 
in the T uri^s are viitonous over the Pcrfi- 
ans, iv 43 this town again in the hands of 
the Turk-, ibul 

Her vclius, 1 Georgian p nice, preva Is in 
Ptrfia, 1 3C0 improbability of citabhfii- 

mg him as king, ibid 

HritAT, irdcpcnd-nt of Pcrfn, 111 63 go- 
ven cd by Lz-dalbh, ibid 
Hussein, king of Pcrfa, his charaiLr, m 
30 will ng to quit all pretenfions to Kan- 
dahar, 1 1 58 prepares to nC-ck the Ab- 
dollccs -fid Oultegs, m 64 pref les at the 
I)i an, -t t ic Inal of the Athemn D tulct, 
»i 7> comnad of the irnocci cc cf dn- 
inn fitr, yet \ jJqi s lit- acccft-', m 2y 
V~\ s a pt-cc to the Ufi, cj, 11 87 -r- 

n -l tf tic 1 ui kills cmb-Dcor, 11 89 
fuvs 24 emb Judor to Conlt-mirop!., in. 
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92 frightened by \ anous prefages, returns 
to Isfahan, m 92 calls a council after the 
battle of Gulnabad, 111 no rejeils the 
propofals fent by Maghmud, 111 124. beha- 
viour during the fiege of Isfahan, ifi 1 37 
infatuated by the artifice of the Vali of A- 
rabn, m 138 his defigned negotiation 
refufed by Maglimud, m 140 rcligns the 
empire to the conqueror, m 144 the ce- 
remony of^lns abdication, 111 145 re- 
duced to the number of five women, 111 152. 
ratifies his abdication, ibid the bloody mur- 
der of his children by Maghmud, ni 207. 
his numerous offspring ana unbounded \ a- 
luptuoufnefs, m 208 gnes an abdication to 
Athreff, 111 217 murdered by him, iv 32. 

Hussein khan, brother of Maghmud, com- 
mands at Kandahar, iv 147 the town is 
blockaded by Nadir, tv 149 ofters to ac- 
know ledge Nadir’s foi crcignty, ibid is con- 
firmed in his government, iv. 148 

I. 

Ibrahim basha, grand vizir, put to death, 
iv 48 leaves immenfe riches, iv 48 his 
body dragged at a horfe’s tail, iv 49 

Ibr\hi.m khan. Nadirs brother, engages 
the I-ofgccs and is killed, iv 148 

Ibrahim m»R7\, fent by his brother Adil 
Shah to Isfahan to raifc recruits, iv 287. 
revolts, iv 294,295,296 defeats his bro- 
ther, and puts him to death, tv 297. til 
difficulties for want of money and provifions, 
iv 298 fends Emir Khan to Tahtran, 
who joins Ibrahim’s opponents, iv 199 his 
army difpcifcd and lunifclf cutofF, iv 299 
Jew3 return to their own country, 111 3 
Imam, or hc-d of the Mahon mcdair, the 
Grand Sigmor the only one, m 238 que- 
ries to the Mufti concerning if, in 239 an- 
fwer- of the Mufti, 111 239, 240 
I *m \n of Cabul, his prudence and great ge- 
nius, 111 219 ufed in a refpeilful manner 
by Maghmud, ibid hu cfbtc confifeated 
byAflirefi*, ibid 

India, ricafuics taken by that court to op- 
pofc tlie Perfun arny, iv 153 difeord a- 
mong d c In 5 i n emefs, iv 154 tl c pomp 
ard number of die Iidian *rmy, tv 158. 
it mcutnps m d c plants of Karual, iv. 159* 
defeated by Naiir, iy. 167, die I06 of the 

Iliij.15, 
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Indians, iv 167 diftrefs of their camp, iv 
167, 168 number flam by the Perilous m 
marauding, iv 172 the barbarous treat- 
ment of the Indians by the Pcrfians in 
collecting the contributions, iv 187 the 
treafure amsfled on thts occafion, iv 188 
\alue of the damage done by Nadir to 
the Indians, iv. 197, 198 Indian and Ar- 
menian merchants oumr alive by Nadir, iv. 
258 * 

Indus, the mo ft conftdcrable mer in Afia, 
except the Ganges, iv 161 its coutfe of 
great extent, ibid 

Ion r a ns, fubdu^d by Danus, iv 6 
Isfahan, ftate of it after the battle of Gul- 
nabad, ut 1 1 1 the fituation and extent of 
this city, til 121 its mcr and bridges, ibid 
its magnificence, and great number of in- 
habitants, 111 222 fufilrs by famine, 111 137, 
139 great deferuon, 111 139 its dreadful cir- 
cumftanccs by famine, 111 142 the people 
cat human ficfli, m 143 furrender of the 
city, 111 145 barbarities of the Afghans, 
- 111 159, 160, x 6 1, 162 a new colony of 
Afghans arn e from Kandahar, 111 167 

retaken by the Perfian army, iv 33 cruel- 
ties committed here by Nadir, 1 258 
Ismael poflefles the Perfian throne, m 15 
one of the greateft kings of the caft, ibid 
Ismael II comes to the crown of Perfia, uj 
16 fliut up in prifon, ibid puts his brother 
to death, ibid dies by poifon, 111 17 
Ismael III poflefles the crown of Perfia, m 
18 his throat cut by a barber, ibid 
Ismael beg, fent embafiador to Ruffin, m 
180 concludes a treaty, 111 181 the par- 
ticulars of that treaty, ibid * 

Ispiri ZADE, the Grand Sigmors chaplain, 
ins chandler, iv 50 affifts the rebels m tlie 
confpjracy, ibid 

Julfa, nlcci) by the Afghans, ui 114 when 
built and inhabited, 111 115 

K 

KiEt at, the great repofitory of treafure fur 
* rendered to AdiJ Shah, tv 286 
Kandahar, that province fubmits to Akbar, 
ill 25 recovered bj Shalt Abas, lb d falls 
again into the hands of the Indians, ibid a 



Kerkoud, the Turks defeat Kouli Khan 
here, iv 86, 87 

Khalbelli rhan, a relation of Nadir 
Shah, the mutual confidence between hurt 
and the; governor of Farfiftan, iv 240 
Khcrman, Nadir’s great barbarities here, 
iv 259 

Khilva and Bokhan tiken by Nadir, tv. 
206 he takes from thence many tljoufand 
Pcrfians and Oufbcgs, iv 207 
Khorasan, once favoured by Nadir, iv 258 
in the fame mifcry as other parts of Perfia, 
tv 258 

Khosroff khan, fent agamft the Afghans, 
m S 3 obtains a vuftory over tlicm, 111 54 
lays-fiege to Kandahar, 111 55, 56 his de- 
feat and death, 111 56 his hiftory and cha 
ndler, ibid 

Khudayar khan, governor of Pekier, re- 
fufes to acknowledge Nadir’s fovereignty, 
iv 202 capitulates, and gives up his nehes, 
iv 204 

Kislar, fubje£t to the Ruffians, iv 226 
built on the Perfian territories, ibid the 
Ruffians order troops hither, ibid 
Koom, bhah Hufllin s children buried here, 

111 218 furrenders to Afhrcff by capitula- 
tion, 111 225 

Koular agassi, named Almas, endeavours 
to five htmfelf by flight, m 216 is over- 
taken, and put to the rack, ibid he flajs 
his wife, and ftabs himfclf, ibid his charac- 
ter, ibid 1 

Koulifa, embafiador in Ruffia, his letter to 
Knez Galitzen, the Ruffian embafiador, iv 
29° 

Kourds, a reftlefe people, in 63 commit 
robbencs under the walls of Isfahan, m 63 
Kummer o’din khan, the Indian vizir, 
treated with feverity, iv 186 obliged to pay 
a great contribution, ibid his fecretary poi- 
fons hunfelf, ibid remarkable ftory of Ins 
fon, iv 190, 191 


Lahoi, 
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L 

Labor, a fertile province m India, iv t6r 
the town of Lahor taken by Nadir, iv 162 
h“ refrefhes his army, iv 163 its contri 
button to Nadir, iv 199 

Xar, the capital of Lariftan, taken and plun 
dered, nt 189 

Leilam, the two battles here between the 
Perfians and Turks, iv 97, 98 

Leonidas, king of Sparta, defends the ftrait 
at Thermopylae, ibid 

Lesgees, a ftout, hardy people, iv 224 put 
Nadir s army in confufion, ibid attack his 
tent, and take away fomc of his treafure and 
women, ibid make great havoch among 
the Perfians, afterwards repulfed, iv 225 
their letter to the Ruffian general, iv 226 
the number of their troops, iv 227 oblige 
Nad r to return into Perfla, iv 227, 220 
fend two embafladors to Conftantinople, iv 
249 offer to fen c as the Swifs ferve the 
French, iv 250 Sec Tartars 
Loristan, Vali of, his conduft at the bat 
tic of Gulnabad, 111 107 is declared gene- 
raliffimo by Shah HufTeui, 111 113 his 
love to his country , m 128 makes an in 
ci rfion into the territory of Bagdat, 111 232 
his two daughters attend him in this expe- 
dition ibid 

Lutf ali 1 han, the Perfian general, beats 
the rebels, 111 71 lays contributions on the 
inhabitants of kherman, ibid fent prifoner 
to court, and his army difpcrfcd, 111 72 his 
domcftic cncm es cabal ..gainft him, 111 73 
rcfolvcs to ferv c Tiehmas, 111 170 barba- 
roufly murdered, m 173 

M 

MaCos, taken by furpnfc, m 172 
Maharp \ttas, make ircuflons into tlic 
Mo c Iols dominions, iv 130 
Mahommed Shah, the great Moghoi at the 
hc-d of li s army , in perfon, i\ 158 dc 
fcated by tlic Per flats, iv 167 gnes power 
to treat with the Pcrfian mon ren, « 168 
h i mter lew with Nadir, n 1 0,171 1 »s 
treasure nd tr 1 1 j-y chcft fc ought to Iva 
“ r » 1 clivers 1 1 11 If *nd hi cFc£L 

■nL,i/ 172 he marches from 
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Karnal, iv 173 enters the city of Dchhc, 
iv 174 receives prefents from Nadir, iv 
19 1 his ceffion to Nadir of all the country 
on the weft of the Indus, iv 192, &c ad- 
vice given by Nadir to the Moghoi, iv 195 
Mahommed, founder of the dynafty of the 
Gaznavids, defeats the Cligi, m 23 defeat 
ed by them, 111 24 are almoft extirpated by 
him, 1 1 24 

Mahommed, nephew of Achmed, declared 
fu tan of T url ey, iv 5 1 his behaviour to 
Patrona, who raifed him to the throne, ibid 
Mahommed basha, geneial of the Turkifh 
army, advances to Cars, iv 251 joins Ab 
dallah Kouproh, ibid marches to Email, 
ibid defeated by the Perfians, iv 252 
flam in a fecond engagement, iv 253 
Mahommed furrukhsir, the great Mog- 
hoi, his mmifters acquire an unlimited au 
thority, 111 68 they feizc his perfon, and 
deprive him of his fight, ibid 
Mahommed hassan, heads the rebellion 
at Aftrabad, iv 244. 

Mahommed khan balouche declares for 
Tadimas Shah at Slurafs, iv no defeated 
by Kouh K.han, iv 111 hangs himfelf, ibid. 
Mahommed khoda bende, accepts of the 
crown of Pcrfia, 111 17 puts three of his 
brothers to death, ibid his character and 
reign, ibid 

Mahommed kouli khan, attacked by the 
Turks in paffing a river, m 197 
Mahommed zamon kiian, governor of the 
Abdollecs, 111 62 routed at Herat, ibid 
Mahommed an s, two fcifts among them, 111 
35 their different tenets, ibid 
Marathon, the Perfums defeated in that 
battle, 111 6 

Mardonius, fent by Darius ngamft the A- 
thenians, 111 6 retreats over the Hellcf- 
pont, ibid is killed in the battle of Platen, 
m 8 

Mascots, take pofieffion of Bahiram, 111 
68 attack the Portuguefc fleet, ibid 
Mecca and Medina, in the former Mahom- 
med was born, and in the latter buried, iu 
238 

Megasisus, makes the Macedonians tribu- 
tary to Pcrfia, 111 6 

Meluck machmud, governor of Scgcftan, 
marches to the relief ot Isfahan, in i T o is 
corrupted by prefents, in 141 concludes a 
treaty. 
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treaty, and makes hiniTdf matter of Khora- 
fin, ibid, 

„Merob, murdered by order of her brotlier 
Cambyfes, m 4. 

Mescat, tlie Imam depofed, flies with his 
family and treafure, iv 229 the Pcrfians 
enter this 1 city, ibid are iurpnzed by the 
Arabs, and put to the fword, ibid, the Alef- 
cats vi&onous at fea, ibid / 

Mesched, ShahTaehmas, enters m triumph, 
iv 19 his devotion in tins city, iv 20 
great barbarities committed here by Nadir, 
iv 259, 260 

Military exploits, reflexions on theirvamty, 
iv 212, &c the coufequcnces of fuch ex- 
ploits, iv 238 

MiltiadeS) defeats die Periians m the battle 
of Marathon, tu 6 

Mim bashi, a certain perfon, his thill in the 
ufe of the fabre, extraordinary, iv 277 
made a Khan, ibid Nadir’s way of trying 
hts % irtue, ibid his pretence for ftranghng 
the Khan, ibid attachs the Shah with a 
fibre, n 278 

Mir-ab ball ah, brother to Mir vais, fuc- 
cccds to the government of the Afghans, 

111 59 defigns to fubjedt Kandahar to Per- 
fla, 111 60 

Mjr-machmud, Mir-vaiss foil, murders 
his uncle, and is chofen king of Kandahar, 

111 61 enters Khcrman with his army, 111 
yt is defatted by Lutf Ah Khan, ibid 
raifcs an army, 111 97 marches to Kher- 
man, and takes that city, 111 98 lays liege 
to Yczd, but is obliged to retire, lit 100 
arrives atGuInabad, ill 101, 102 defeats the 
Pcrfians there, m 108 incamps atClieereftan, 
ill 1 14 attacks Isfahan, m 122,123 re- 
puted at die bridge of Shirafs, 111 1 23 lends 
propofals of peace, w 124, 1 25 pillages 
the diftridb of Isfahan, m 125, 126 his an- 
fucr to the propofal of a negotiation, 111 
140 the empire of Perfia refigned to him, 

111 144 receives the diadem, and takes 
poflelfion of Isfahan, iu 145, 146 his ce- 
remony of proceflion on afcendmg die 
throne, iil 148, 149 receives homage from 
Shall HufTein, and the grandees of Perfia, 
ibid regulates die enfl policy, ut 150* 
confirms the Perfians m their employments, 
ibid pumihes thofe who had been utifuth 
ful to Shah Hufiein, m 151. his behaviour 
Vol IV 


after the inhabitants of Cafbm revolt, m 
158 murders the Perfian lords and th»i r 
children, m 159, 160, i6r more maffacrej 
and barbarities committed by him, m i6j, 
takes Ghulpaigan, in 160, 172 lofes a * 
great part of his arm) in Cohkilan, m 190 
raifcs new troops, and befieg-s Yezd, m 
203 is obliged to raife the fiege, ui 204. 
jealous of AfnrefF, m 205 undergoes a re- 
ligious penance, m 206 murders Huf- 
Icin’s children, ui 207 fills into a delirium 
die Armenian pnefts read the gofpel over 
him, in 208, 209 his frightful condition, 
in 209 his nufcrablc deadi and character, 
m 212, he 
Mir vais, his power among the Afghans, 
in 129 his character, ibid fent to Isfahan, 
hi 30 the ftate of Perfia when he came 
court, in 33 his intrigues, 111 33, 34 lie 
oes to Mecca, hi 35 propofes political 
oubts to the Mullahs, 111 36 returns to 
Isfahan, ibid his arts to alarm the court, m. 
37, 38 raifes a fiufpicion agarnft Gurghin 
Khan, is fent back to his own country, iu. 
41, 42 engages die Afghans to revolt, in 
44 maflacres Gurghin Khan, takes poflefr 
fion of Kandahar, 111 47 deputies fent to 
hun from the Perfian court, 111 51,52 de- 
feats the Khans of Herat and Tavns, 111. 

53 the prov ince of Kandahar intirely re- 
duced, iu. 57 his deadi and character, ui. 

Moghol, the ftate of his dominions before 
Nadirs expedition into Lidia, iv 138,6,0. 

Sec Mahommed shah 

Mosul, befiged by die Pcrfians, iv. 139 they 
raife die fiege, ibid 

Mourtchakhor, the Afghans defeated by 
die Perfians here, iv 3 1 

Mullah bashi, high pneft in Perfia, his 
tpeech at the election of Kouh Khan as i mg, 
iv 126 is put to devdi, iv 127 

Muntisiks, a tribe of Arabians, throw off 
the TurJufti yoke, iv 221 their chara&cr, 
iv 221, 222 

Mustatha effendi, the Grand Sigmor’s 
embaflador, ccnekdes the peace vvirn Na- 
dir, iv 256 the conditions of die { eacc, 
ibid the pompous tides illumed bythefe 
two potentates, ibid 

Must m ha khan, and Coflun Khan, of a 
virtuous cnaracler, favoured byN-dr, iv 
S i-i 276, 
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Lahor, a fertile province in India, iv i6x 
the town of Lahor taken by "Nadir, iv 162 
h" refreflies his army, iv 163 its contri- 
bution to Nadir, iv 199 

Xar, the capital of Lariftan, taken and plun- 
dered, m 189 

Leilam, the two battles here between the 
Perfians and Turks, iv 97, 98 

Leonidas, king of Sparta, defends the ftrait 
at Thermopylae, ibid 

Lescees, a flout, hardy people, iv 224 put 
Nadirs army in confufion, ibid attack hi$ 
tent, and take away fome of his treafure and 
women, ibid make great havoch among 
the Perfians, afterwards repulfcd, iv 225 
their letter to the Ruffian general, iv 226 
the number of their troops, iv 227 oblige 
Nadir to return into Perfia, iv 227, 228 
fend two embafladors to Conftantinople, iv 
249 offer to ferve as the SwiL fene the 
French, iv 250 See Tartars 
Loristan, VaJt of, his conduft at the bat- 
tle of Gulnabad, 111 107 is declared gene- 
rahfltmo by Shah Huffein, hi 113 hie 
love to his countrj, 111 128 makes an m- 
curfion into the territory of Bagdat, 111 232 
his two daughters attend bun in this expe- 
dition ibid 

Lutf ali jChav, the Perfvan general, beats 
the rebels, 111 7 1 lays contributions on the 
inhabitants of Khcrman, ibid fent prifoncr 
to court, and his army difpcrfed, 111 72 his 
domeftic enemies cabal agamft him, 111 73 
rcfolvcs to fcr\ c T'chmas, iu 170 baiba- 
roufly murdered, iu 173 

M 

Macos, taken by furpnfc, 111 172 
MttiARR \ttas, make incufions into the 
MogloU domirions, n 130 
M \ Homme D Shall, the great Moghol at die 
hc-d of lus amy , in p^xlbn, iv 158 dc 
feated by die Peril jis, n. 167 gives power 
to treat with die Pcrfian mon-ren, iv 168 
his inter /rw with Nadir, iv 1 c, 171 1 is 

treafure U it litarv chcft fc to Na 

dir, ji j clivers 1 1 ntwlf ana his effldls 
-nds,w 172 be marches from 
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Karnal, iv 173 enters the city of Dchlic, 
iv 174 receives prefents from Nadir, iv 
191 his ceiffon to Nadir of all the country 
on the weft of the Indus, iv 192, kc ad- 
vice given by Nadir to the Moghol, iv 195 
Mahommed, founder of the dynafty of the 
Gaznavids, defeats the Cligi, 111 23 defeat- 
ed by them, 111 24 are almoft extirpated by 
him, 111 24 

Mahommed, nephew of Achmcd, declared 
flfltan of Turkey, iv 51 his behaviour to 
Pa trona, who raifed him to the throne, ibid 
Mahommed basha, general of the Turkiih 
army, advances to Cars, iv 251 joins Ab- 
dallah Kouproli, ibid marches to Envan, 
ibid defeated by the Perfians, iv 252 
flam in a fecond engagement, iv 253 
Mahommed furrukhsir, the great Mog- 
hol, his mimfters acquire an unlimited au 
thority, 111 68 they feize his perfon, and 
deprive him of his fight, ibid 
Mahommed h ass an, heads the rebellion 
at Aftrabad, iv 244 

Mahommed khan balouche declares for 
Trehmas Shah at Shirafs, iv 1 10 defeated 
by Kouli Khan, iv ill hangs himfelf, ibid. 
Mahommed khcda besde, accepts of the 
crown of Pcrfn, 111 17 puts three of his 
brothers to death, ibid his character and 
reign, ibid 

Mahommed kouli khan, attacked by the 
Turks m palling a river, 111 197 
Mahommed zamon khan, governor of the 
Abdollecs, m 62 routed at Herat, ibid 
Mahommed ans, two fc&s among them, in. 

35 their different tenets, ibid 
Marathon, the PcrfLns defeated m that 
battle, 111 6 

Mardomus, fent by Darius agamft the A- 
themans, 1 1 6 retreats over the Hdlef- 
ponr, ibid is killed in the battle of Plates, 
111 8 

Mascats, take poffcffion of Baharaui, 111 
68 attack the Portugucfe fleet, ibid 
Mecca and Medina, in the former Mahom- 
med v,uS bom, and m the latter buried, hi 

238 

Megabv sus, makes the Macedonians tribu- 
tary to Perfia, m 6 

MiLUCK-ri veil mud, governor of Scgcftan, 
marches to the relief ot Isfahan, m 140 is 
corrupted by pr-fents, ui 1^: concludes a 
treaty. 
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treatr, and makes hmifelf matter of Khora- 
fm, ibid 

^Meroe, murdered by order of her brother 
Cambjfes, lit 4 

Me sc AT, the Imam depofed, flies with his 
family and treafurc, iv 229 the Perfians 
enter tins city, ibid are furpnzed by the 
Arabs, and put to the fword, ibid the Mef 
cats victorious at fei, ibid » 

Mesched, Shah Tsehmas, enters m triumph, 
iv 19 hts devotion in this city, iv 20 
great barbarities committed here by Nadir, 
iv 259, 260 

Military exploits, reflexions on theirvamty, 
iv 212, &c the confequcnccs of fuch ex 
ploits, iv 238 

Milti ades, defeats the Perfuns in the battle 
of Marathon, iu 6 

Mim bashi, a certain perfon, his {kill in the 
ufe of the fabre, extraordinary, iv 277 
made a Khan, ibid Nadir s way of trying 
his virtue, ibid lus pretence for ftranghng 
the Khan, ibid attacks the Shah with a 
fibre, i\ 278 

Mir-ab d all ah, brother to Mir vais, fuc- 
ceeds to the government of the Afghans, 
111 eg defigns to fubjeCl Kandahar to Per 
fia, m 60 

Mir riachmud, Mir vats s fon, murders 
his uncle, and is chofcn king of Kandahar, 
111 61 enters Khcrman with his army, 111 
71 is defeated by Lutf Ah Khan, ibid 
raifes an army, 111 97 maiches to Kher 
man, and takes that city, 111 98 lays liege 
to Yczd, but is obliged to retire, 111 100 
arrives at Gulnabad, 111 IOI, 102 defeats the 
Perfians there, in 108 incamps at Cheereftan, 
in 114 attacks Isfahan, 111 122,123 re 
pulfed at the bridge of Shirafs, 111 123 fends 
propofals of peace, m 124, 125 pillages 
the dirtrift of Isfahan, m. 125, 126 his an- 
flier to the propofal of a negotiation, 111 
140 the empire of Perfia refigned to him, 

111 144 receives the diadem, and takes 
pofieffion of Isfahan, 111 145, 146 his ce- 
remony of proccffion on alcending tlie 
throne, nu 148, 149 receives homage from 
Shall Huflem, and the grandees of Perfia, 
ibid regulates the civil policy, ui 150. 
confirms the Perfians in their employments, 
ibid punitties thofe who had been unfaith- 
ful to Shah HufTetn, iu 151. his behaviour 
Vol IV 


after the inhabitants of Calbm revolt, m. 
158 murders the Pcrfian lords and th^ir 
children, iu 159, 160, i6r more maflacres 
and barbarities committed by him, in x6j, 
takes Ghulpaigan, in 160, 172 lofes a 
great part, of his army in Cohkjlan, m 190 
raifes new troops, and befieges Yezd, m 
203 is obliged to raifc the liege, m 204. 
jealous of AfnrefF, 111 205 undergoes a re- 
ligious penance, iu 206 murders Huf- 
fem’s children, m 207 falls into a delirium, 
the Armenian priefts read the gofpel over 
him, m 208, 209 his frightful condition, 
111 209 his miferablc deatli and charadler, 
111 212, &c 
Mir vais, his power among the Afghans, 
iu 129 his character, ibid fent to Isfahan, 
111 30 the ttate of Perfia when he came to 
court, 111 33 Ins intrigues, 111 33, 34 lie 
goes to Mecca, m 35 propofes political 
doubts to the MulLhs, 111 36 returns to 
Isfahan, ibid his arts to alarm tlie court, hi 
37 » 38 raifes a fufpicion agamft Gurghm 
Khan, is fent back to lus own country, in 
41, 42 engages the Afghans to revolt, m 
44 maflacres Gurghin Khan, takes poflefi. 
fion of Kandaliar, m 47 deputies fent to 
him from the Pcrfian court, 111 51, 52 de- 
feats the Khans of Herat and Tavns, nu 
53 the prov incc of Kandahar mtirely re- 
duced, iu. 57 his deatli and chamber, 111 
57 

Mochol, the ttate of his dominions before 
Nadir j expedition into India, iv 138, Ac. 
See Ma how ued sha« 

Mosul, bcfged by die Perfians, iv 139 they 
raife the fie^c, ibid 

Mourtchakhor, the Afghans defeated by 
die Perfians here, iv 31 

Mullah bashi, high pneft m Perfia, his 
fpeech at the clcdbon of Koult Khan «s king, 
iv 126 is put to death, iv 127 

Muntisixs, a tribe of Arabians, throw off 
the Turkifli yoke, iv 221 their charadler, 
iv 221, 222 

Must am a effendi, the Grand SipiioPs 
embaflader, concludes the peace- vvitn Na- 
dir, iv 256 die condit ons of tix peace, 
ibid the pompous titles ailuincd by thef- 
two potentates, ibid 

Mustapka kh \n, and CoflLn Khan, of a 
virtuouj ebaradter, favoured by Nadir, iv 
S fa 
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276, 277 Muftapha Khan diftinguifhcd for 
hishonefty, iv 284 at Nadir’s death on an 
embafTy to Conftantmople, ibid 
Myrza mehtie*. the aftair of tranflating die 
evingelifts put under his dirc&ton, iv 217 
fummons Armenian bifhops, Rormfli mif- 
flonancs, and Perfian mullahs, to meet him 
at Isfahan, ibid the manner this tranilation 
iyas made, iv 218 findhed m fix months, 
ibid prefented to Nadir, his reflexions upon 
it, ibid 

N- 

Nachiv^n, the Armenians here invite tlie 
*] urhs into their country, m 194 brought 
under the Turkifh yoke, m 198 

Nadir kouli, the mcaiung of his name, iv 
2 where bom, iv 3 his father s fituation, 
ibid bred a fhepherd, ibid obliged to gather 
flicks for 1 fupport, ibid. is earned into capti- 
vity by the Oufbegs, iv 4 returns to Khora- 
fan, ibid a companion of robbers, ib <1 enters 
into the fervice of a Beg, ibid murders his 
fellow courier, ibid alio his mailer the Beg, 
and marrjes his daughter, iv 5 retires with 
her into the mountains, ib d en ers into the 
fervice of Babulu Khan, ibid noted foccou 
rage, add refs, and perfonal ftrength, ibid 
commands an expedition agaujft the Ouf- 
begs, iv 7 acquires hoi our, ard is ihf 
graced, iv 7, 8 retires to Ka?hr, iv 9 re- 
treats to the mountains for the third time, 
ibid robs for leveral years, ibid join 
cd by the ttoons of Sef O Din Beg, iv 10 
a pardon obtained for Nadir, iv 11 goes 
to Kielat, murders his uncle, -uid takes the 
fortrefs of Kadat, ibid wages war agamft 
the Afghans, iv 42 , 13 takes Nichabir, 

1 and reinforces his army, ibid obtains the' 
Shall s pardon at Farubad, iv 14 joins his 
forces wi^L thofe under Fatey All Khan 
Khajar, iv 15, 16 Nadir kdls this Khan* 
and acquires the foie command, iv 17, 18 
conduits Shah Tcehmas to Nichabur and 
Mcfched, iv 18, 19 mexeafes his *.miy, 
iv 19 is named T xhmas by the- Shah, iv 
20 reduces Khorafan and Herat, iv 22, 23 
returns m triumph to Mefcaed, iv 23 cn 
gages Shah Txh.mas to remuil at T—lnr-n, 
iv 30 defeats the Afghans, and enters If- 
khan, iv 31, 36 obtauis- a. viitory over 
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them it Slurafs, iv 38 takes Hanvulan and 
Tavris, iv 41 grants a truce to the Turks, 
ibid augments ins army m Khorafan, iv. 
64 difapproves of the peace the Shall made 
with the Turks, iv 65, 66 makes his [on 
goi emor of Khorafan, iv 67 arrives at If- 
fahan, iv 67 endeavours to vindicate his 
conduit to the Shah, iv 68 delivers letters 
aecufuig fome of his courtiers, iv 69 in- 
trigues to depofe the Shah, iv 70, Ji takes 
pn oath to the infant king Abas, iv 73 ad- 
vances his Tons and brothers to the principal 
governments, iv 74 his mamfefto declaim- 
ing the peace with the Turks, ibid fends 
in embaflador to Ruffia, notifying the accef- 
fion of Abas to the throne of Perfu,_iv 76 
marches with an army to Bagdat,l\ 77. 
hcfic^es this city, iv 80, Ac defeated by 
the 1 urks- m the battle of Kerkoud, iv 86, 
87 retires to Hamadan, iv 93 recruits his ’ 
army, iv 94. his flxat-gcm, iv 97 routs 
the lurkifh army, iv 98, 99 acquaints 
die Ruffian court of his fucce/s, iv tog 
defeats Mahommcd KhanBalouchc,iv rn. 
marches into Georgia, and takes Teflis, iv, 
112 takes Ginjaand Shamakic, iv 1 15, 

1 16 the Ruflians make a treaty with him, 
iv 207 his fpeech to an aflembly of the 
chiefs cF Perfia, iv 124. is declared king, 
xv r 25, 127 the conditions of his accept- 
ing the dndem, iv 1 27 coins mon-y, and 
f n rcQs die lands of the church, av 120, 129 
takes die ufual oath at Cafbm,iv 132 fenus 
an embafiador to Turkey, iv 132 marches 
to Isfahan, iv 135^ makes preparations for 
an expedition agamft Kandahar, iv 137. 
how h 3 chanuftcr differs from that of Alex- 
ander the Great, iv 143, Ac leaves Isfa- 
han, iv 146 arrives at Kandahar, ibid be-- 
fieges the town, iv 147 caafed a number 
of houfes to be built, ibid correfponds with 
dtfcontcrtcd lords in India, iv 149 takes 
Cabul, iv 15 1 his fevere difciphne by rip- 
ping open eghty foldiers, tv- 152 takes 
Cabul by ftorm, ibid fends an embafly, and 
wntes to the Indian emperor^ iv 154 cor*- 
rupts the Indians wadi the plunder of Ca- 
buj, iv 15^ meets- with difficulties m bis 
■way to the river Indus, ibid enters into 
a treaty with the mountaineers, iv X56— 
fenLS another embafly to the great MoghoJ, 
ibid his po up when he enters the Indian 
tern- 
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territories , m 1 60. pa/Tes the river Indus, 
iv 161 takes Jemmabad and Labor, iy« 
162 arrives on the plainsof Karna 3 ,iv 163 
the number of hts army m India, \v 164. 
defeats the Indian army at Kama], iv 166. 
has an interview with the Indian mmifters, 
iv 168 his fpcech to the Indian em- 
peror, iv 170 gn cs a gratuity to every 
ibldicr, iv 173 marches from Kama] to 
Ddhic, iv 173, &.c. orders Delhie to be 
ruaflacrcd, iv 176 his conduct after the 
rraflaerc, iv 178 Iar^e turns brought into 
bis trcafwy, iv ijg is diflatisfied with his 
%s government in Pcrfia, iv 180 fends a 
decree, confirming ail governors and magi- 
Urates in their pofts till his return, iv 181. 
fends an embaflador to Turkey, iv 182 the 
conditions his embaflador requires, ibid 
pays his foldiers their arrears, with a gra- 
tuity, in his own com ftruck upon this oc- 
cafion, ibid makes p relents to the great 
Moghol and Lid 1 an lords, iv 190, 191 his 
advice to the great Moghol, iv 193 mar- 
ches from Dehhe, iv 196 pmiifhes de- 
ferters, ibid an inftance of his vanity and 
avarice, iv 198, 199 feizes tlie plunder be- 
longing to his own foldiers, iv 20 r marches 
taPeimor, iv 202 fends his treafures to 
Kabt, iv 205 reduces Khieva and Bok- 
lura, iv^ 206, 207 his conduit to his fon, 
who mates an attempt on Ins life, iv 210, 
zir arrives in the neighbourhood oflsfi 
han, iv.- 21 1 tlie afHiduon for his darling 
fon, iv 212 fends an embaflador to Ruffia, 
and another to Turkey, iv 214, 215 re- 
news- his claim to the provinces and cities 
formerly belonging to Pcrfia, iv 215 re- 
duces tlie Arabi m rebels and Oufbes?, ibid 
orders a maufoleum to be budt at Mciched, 
iv 216 auns at introducing a rew rel gion 
into -Pcrfia, iv 216, 217 caufes a tranfiation 
cf the four c van ge lifts to be made rnto Per- 
Jar, iv 2i~ marches againft the Lefgces, 
and enters Dagiftan, iv 2^4 difguftcd with 
the Ruffian court, iv 228 his cruelty to 
the people, ilid his avarice and cruelty 
to the Perlians by his exorbitant taxes, iv 
22g, 230 lun-mis from tlie Ottoman court 
the reftitunon of the provinces in -Armenia, 

^fi v Aluior, and Georgia, iv 23r writes a 
'etter to- the Grand S g nor, and aro ‘'tr to 
die Hiiia- atiLgc«r, iv 23-. the Turks 
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dread his defigns againft them, iv. 234. 
declares hunfcll a Sunni, ibid his plan of a 
campaign againft the Turks, iy 238 pu- 
nches the rebels mF:ufdbji,iv 243 orders 
the amount of the lofs of the Bntdh caravan 
be paid, ibid returns from Turkey into 
Perfia, iv 245 marches his army into the 
Turkdh dominions, iv 248 defeats the 
Turks in two battles, iv 252, 253 makes 
a peace with them, iv 254, &. c an embaf- 
fador fent from the Ruffian court to Nadir, 
rv 259 orders the Tons of the nobles of 
Georgia to attend hts camp, iv 257 hispce- 
vdhnefs and cruelty at Isfahan, iv 25S fc- 
\ cral Indian and Armenian merchants burnt 
aln e, iv 258 intends to maflacre part of his 
own army, but is htmfelf aflaffinated, iv, 
260, i6i, 262 daughter by the Tartars af- 
ter his death, abid motives of Nadir's fup- 
pofed intention of a maflacre, ibid reflexions 
upon his death and character, iv 263, 266 
age and reign, ibid a great compofiuon in 
his chanuftcr, iv 266 his perfon, ibid his 
voice ftrong and fbnorous, iv 267 his cor- 
poral ftren-rth great, ibid dextenty in the 
battle ax, ibid his memory and knowledge 
of the gemus of the Perfians, ibid his flciij 
in the. finances, ibid far advanced in life be- 
fore he learned to read, nr 268 hts diet and 
drefs, ibid his Io^c of women, ibid his de- 
teftation of fodomv, iv 269 puni/heil tho/e 
that were ftmncai upon him, tv 270 m- 
ftances of his aiarice, iv 271 it mcreafed 
with his jears, iv 274. his jeaiouty and difi. 
truft, ibid his artful way of gaining the af- 
feibon of h s army, n 278 his prudence, 
refolution, and prefence m aihon, iv 279. 
preferred ft rata gem to force, iv 2 So 
made an ejaculatory prayer before a battle, 
ibid indefatigable in personal application, 
and the duty of a commander, ibid punctual 
m paying his army, v 281 the foie vender 
of cloth, ard feme other commod t cs, to 
them, ibid capricious fomeumes, pardoned 
great offer ders, i&id ha behaviour to hi* 
pumfters, n 282 his conduit m the be- 
ginning of his reign, 1 2S3 deli -cred Pcr- 
ita from the joke of the Afg Ians, mid the 
motives- that influenced his a f &ois, ib L 
reflexions on hts tjrannv by hs neph-w 
Ad f Shall, iv 2S7, 2S3 tyranncai £>- 
t cnuncrc has reduced PerDjiv 3~3 
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Nazr ullah, defeats the Khan df Uama- 
dan, in 162, 163 pillages feveral putts of 
Perfia, ibid Cent to rarfiftan, 111 170 makes 
himfclf mailer of the towns of that pro 
vince, m 185 is killed at the fie|e of Shi- 
rafs, ibid his death and chara£ter, ibid his 
monument ere£led by Maghmud, 111 f 86 
Nesr am myrza, Nadir’s lecond lon» mar- 
ries the great Moghol s ncice, iv 188 de- 
feats the pretender Saun, 1 242 falls a fa- 
cnfice to Adil -Shah, iv 285 
Nisli mahommed aga emoy from the 
Grand Skgntor to Peter tlie Great, nl 173 
his public entry at Mofco^ 111 174. 

Nizam al muluck, a chief in India, ac- 
quaints Nadir of the affairs at the Mog 
hols court, iv 142 an interview between 
him and Nadir, iv 168 obliged to raife a 
large contribution, iv 185/ 

O 

'Ochus, called Darius Nothus, afeends the 
throne of Pcrfta, m 10 puts Arfitcs, and 
others, to death, ibid reduces Egjpt and 
Media, ibid his death, ibid 
Ochus, ion of Artaxerxes II conceals his 
father s dead , 111 10 go erns ten months 
in his father s name, m 11 makes a de 
crce for declaring himfelf king, ibid go 
xerns in his own name, ibid a cruel, but a 
valiant pnnee, ibid recovers Egypt, ibid 
fubdues S) na and Cyprus, ibid flam by 
Bagoas, ibid 

Ousbegs See tartars 
E. 

Patrona kalil, a jamfiaryj brings about 
a revolution in Turkey, iv 44 dethrones 
the Sultan, iv 51 advances Mahommed, 
the Sultan s nephew, to the tlironc, ibid 
his behaviour to the new Sultan, iv 51, 52 
lus cxtnordimiy adventures, iv 55, £»c 
he and other rebels put to death in the Sc- 
nM o, iv 59 

.pEtsuot, a citj in India, taken by N dir, iv 
1^7 the governor won to his intcrcft, ibid 
Nad r* adv-nccs thence to the Indus, iv 
1 60 

J?en\nce, religious, Maghmud undertakes 
on-, ui 206 mo 1 furp riling and fu, cifli- 
tious, ib d 


Persia, its empire founded “by -Cyrus the 
Great, 111. 1 the fecond of the four mo- 
narchies, ibid what occafioned their being 
an eafy conqueft to the Grecians, lu 12 
the monarchy becomes a part of the Grecian 
empire, ibid this kingdom reftored by Ar- 
taxerxes, m 13 when conquered by the 
Saracens, ibid its tranquillity in the begin- 
ning of this eighteenth century, 111 22 the 
Afghans the authors of its cataftrophe, ibid 
the corruptions of the court under Shall 
Huflein, m 30, 31 the di lfions and par- 
ties in Perfia, 111 31,32 die mdifcrect talk 
of the Ruffian embafiador made way for the 
inyafion of Perfia, 111 42 a rebellion raifcd 
by Mir Vais at Kandahar, ibid a vidlory ob- 
tained by the Perfians over the Afghans, 111 
54 the Afghans defeat the Perfians, m 56 
are defeated by Ezadallah, 111 66 die Per- 
fian army marches to fight the Afghans, 111 
103 number of the Perfian army, m 104 
dieir condutt towards the Armenians of 
Julfa, in 1 16, 1 17 the empire refigned by 
Shah Hufietn, 111 144 the northern pro- 
vinces in Perfia invaded by the Ruffians, 111 
155 mafiaercs by Maghmud, m 159, 160, 
i6r the advantages the Czar and die Grand 
Signior made by the troubles of Perfia, 111 
176, 179, 227 n partition of the Perfian 
dominions, 111 igg Perfian lords inaflacred 
by Aflircff, 111 226 the deplorable ftate of 
the Perfian monarchy, 111 227 die Perfians 
enter Isfahan, and take revenge of the Af- 
ghans, iv 33 make peace with the Turks, 
iv 64 the great change in the Perfian af- 
fairs by Kouli Khan, tv 121 the Perfians 
defeat the Indians, iv 166 the maffacrcat 
Dellue, iv 176 groan under Nadir s tyran 
ny, iv 229 abandon their country, iv 230 
buy horfes from the Turks for tnc ufe of 
their armv, iv 232 the diffrcffbd fituation 
oi Perfia by Nadir's av nee, iv 247 they 
defeat die Turks in two battles, ly 252, 
253 the Perfian army difpcrfcd, iv 262 
the Perfians polite, cunning, and deceitful, 
av 275 their gre t confufion and cJamiUcs 
by Nadirs ufurp..tion, iv 3C0 dreadful de- 
flation by the rav ages of w«ir, iv 301 
Peter the grevt, utfigns to open a com- 
munication between theC-fpian and Euxinc 
fe«s, in 154 fends «.n cml-lf dor to Perfia 
to complain of die Oulbegs, m 15*, 155 
invade* 
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invades the northern parts of Per/ra, w. 155, 
operations of his army, 111. 155, 156. aflem- 
bles an army near Dagiftan, in. 176 his 
condudt in relation to Perfia not agreeable to 
the Port, in 198. conferences renewed with 
him, 111 199. a treaty concluded between 
the Czar and the Port, 111. 200. the articles 
of that treaty, 111 200,201. his death, 111. 

2 zb. 

Phedyma, difeovers the impoftor Smerdis 
by the iofs of his ears, 111. 5. 

Phixip of Macedon, chofen general agamft 
thePerfians, 111 tr. murdered, and fuccced- 
ed by bis fon Alannder , ibid. 

Plate jc, the Perfianarmy defeated here, 111 
8. Thcmiftocles bamfhed by the Athenians, 
ibid, choofes to poifon himlelf rather than 
fight againft his country, ibid. 

Porijs, conquered by Alexander the Great, iv. 

► 162, 163 

Pou l aii bash a fent by the Serafkier to keep 
the poft of Tahajak, iv 95 abandons that 
pafs to the enemy, ibid 
Prince, reflexion on not paying the debts of 
one deceafed, iv. 274. 

R. 

Religion, Nadir's projeft of introducing a 
new religion into Pcriu, iv. 216 
Re sun, the Englifli factors plundered here 
by order of Amur Allan Khan, 11 293 
Rivers, Nadir's manner of throwing bridges 
over them, iv. 16 1 

Rjza xouli myrza, Nadir's Ion, ap- 
pointed by his father regent of Pcrfia, 
iv 142 his character, ibid, defeats the 
Oufbeg Tartars, iv. 147. returns vic- 
torious to Mefched, ibid his oppreffnc go- 
icrnmenr, iv. 149. his bad admimftration 
dlfpleafes lus father, iv 181. makes an at- 
tempt on his father’s life, iv 209 behaves 
very obflinately, iv. 211 hscyes put out, 
ibid, falls a facrifice to the jcaloufy of Add 
Shah, iv. 285 * 

Roman conqueft, 270 years after the Gr;e- 
cian empire, in. 13 its duration, ibid. 

Russia, an embuilador tent from that court 
to Isfahan, 111 37 flnngc alarms raifed in 
Perfia at his coming, 111. 37,38. his charac- 
ter, m 39 the Ruffians uneafy at the con- 
quers made by the Turks m Perils, ui. 233. 

, Vol IV. 
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the fficcefi of the Ruffian arms there, m 233, 
234 mifunderflandmg between ihe Ruffians 
and Turks, in. 241. an embaflador fentby 
Kouli Khan to this court, iv. r 17. conquefl 
on the Cafpian coaft delivered up to Perfia, 
iv. 1 17. Kouh Khan’s condudt towards Ruf- 
»a, iv. J22 the Ruffians rcflorc the domi- 
nions that belonged to thePerfian empire, iy. 
t24 an embaflador lent to Ruffin by Nadir, 

iv 183 one fent with prefen ts after his re- 
turn from India, iv. 214 alarmed at Nadu’s 
being on their frontiers , iv 226 fend an 
embaflador to Nadir, iv 257. proceed with 
great caution m oriental treaties, iv. 293. 

S. 

Saaoit khan, taken prifoncr, iv 166. 
has the charge of the city of Dehlie for Na- 
dir, iv 172 deflroys himfelf, iv. 175 
Saiid achmed khan, governor of Kher- 
man, treacberoufly delhoycd by Afbreffi, tu. 

24 

Saleh beg, 3flaffinatcs Nadir Shah, iv. 261. 
Saun, a pretender fent into Perfia, iv 24*. 
his hiflory and appearance in Perfia, W. 

2 41. pined by an army of Lefgccs, ibid, 
marches into Shirvan, iv 242 defeated by 
Near Ah Muza, ibid one of his cyc»cut 
out, ibid, lent by Nadir with a meffige to 
the Ottoman court, ibid 

Sa lam is, the Periun fleet defeated J ere, 

111 8 

Scheich eidar, fets up a new religion, III. 

14, murdered by Ruflan, ibid, leaves behind 
lum Ifinael and two other Tons, ibid. 

ScHMsand sunnis, two fe£h among tlie 
Mahommedans, iv. 129 divide the Pcrfians 
and Turks, the former being Scbtas and the 
latter Sunnis, ibid a decree by Nadir to unite 
thefe two fe£b, ibid 

Scythians, invade Thrace and plunder tbs 
country, 111 6. 

Seffie muza, Shah Hiiflein’s fon, a re- 
port that he cfcaped and retired toTurkc/, 

111 206 • 

Seffie kouli khan, made general by me 
court of Perfia, 11 1 65 defeated and cut eff 
by the Abdtd’ccs, in 66 another of tl at 
name taken prifoncr by the Turks, and cru- 
elly put to death, tv. 43. 

T t 


Sef- 
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Seffies, the time this family poflefled the 
throne, m 14 it ended in the perfon of 
Shah Huflein, tu 146 

Shahro^h, grandfon to Nadir, uncertain 
whether he was a facrificc to Add Shah sjea 
laufy, tv 286 declared king of Perfta, n 
298 marclies againft the Afghans, iv 299 
obi ged to yield to Shah Doub, iv 300 
Shalimar, Nadir mutters his arm) here, 
iv 196 marches thence to Kama!, iv. 
198 

Ships, Nadir attempts to getafl-et of fhips, 
iv 228 

Shirass, befiegcd by the Afghans, m 185 
a ferpp h intercepted, tit 188 dtftreffcd by 
famine, m 188 taken and facked, ibid, 
again doomed to diftrefs and {laughter, iv* 
243 

Sir bullind aha.v, an Indian lord of good 
reputa ion, iv 177 obtains the cefiation of 
the daughter at Dehlie, ibid appointed chief 
coltcdlor of the Indian contributions, iv 
184 his declaration to Nizam A 1 Muluck, 
tv 1 85 

SmeR-dis, the Artaxcrxes of the fenpture, 
ufurps the throne, 1 5 filled the magian, 
ibid endeavours to gam the affett ons of the 
people, ibid difeovered ~s an impoftor, ibid 
aflaffinated by the nobility, ibid 
Sonput, Pan put, and fcvcral Indian villages 
plundered by ihc Pcrfians, iv 174 
Sog d i AM us ufurps tl c throne of Perfia, m 
9 furrenders toOchus, ibid 
Su liman, king of Perfia, in 21 his health 
impaired by drunkennefs and women, ibid 
under him Pcifia began to decline, ibid 
Sulimai, uncle to bhah Txhmas, aflume3 
tie diadem, iv 299 foon bccom-s a facn- 
ficc. iv 300 

Sulim an epfcsdi, fentby thcTurks into 
Perfia, iv 23 acquaints his court of an ap- 
proaching change in Perfia, ibiJ 
Sulim \N, the lieutenant of Achmed EJha, 
defeats tl e Ar-bans, iv 232 returns home 
with a rich booty, ib d 

Sultan me yd an, pla ns where Nadir calls 
fcefor-h m the cl icfsof tl cTartars, jy 261 
difclo r cd a del gn of mafiacring a great part of 
h j tinj, ibid the conference overheard by 
aGco-g^n five, iv 261 
Sun sis, tl c Grand S O mor claims authority 
ov"r th.s fc& of Mihcmmcdans, iv 25 


Swedes, at war with the Ruffians, iv«. 232 
defire the Turks to break with their ene- 
mies, ibid 

Syria, fubjeft to Seleucus, ui 13 

T. 

Txhmas, afeends the Perfian throne, 111 15 
his wars with Suliman the Grand Sigmor, 
ibid 

Tjchmas myrsa, declared fucceflbr to Jus 
fitl er Huffein, 111 133 efcapes from Isfa- 
han, 111 136 takes the title of king, 111 
152 endeavours to recover his dominions, 
rn 168 fends an cmbaQzdor to the Port, at. 
179 yields Ghilanand other towns to the 
Czar, 111 iSr his conduit towards the Ar- 
menians, in 191 routs t body of Afghans, 
m 223 efcapes from Aflireff, m 225 en- 
deavours to negotiate a treaty with die Ruf- 1 
fians and Turks, 111 242, 243 lives obfeure- 
ly at Farabad in Mazanderan, iv 10 fends 
an embafiador to the Port, iv 23 defeats 
Aflireff, iv 29 enters Isfahan, iv 34 gives 
his general, Kouli Khan, the power of rai- 
fing money, iv 36 marclies to Envan, and 
obtains fome advantages over the Turks, iv 
42 afterwards defeated at Aftabat, and a- 
gain at Hamadan, iv 42, 43 makes peace 
with the Turks, iv 64 gives up Armenia, 
Envan and Georgia, ibid his pacific mea- 
furcs not agreeable to Kouli Khan, iv 65. 
put to death by the contrivance of Riza Kouli 
Myrza, iv 208, 209 the lafl: of the Seffie 
family, iv 209 

Tagiii khan, governor of Farfiftan, a Bcg- 
lerbeg, iv 240 die honours allowed h in, 
ibid his revolt and charadtcr, iv 243 Shirafs 
taken by ftorm, ibid earned to Isfahan with 
his favountc wife and relations, ibid their 
punifliment, ibid 

Tamaras khan, a general of great expe- 
rience, iv 259 revolts from N-dir, ibid 
Tamerlane conquers Bajazct, tu 13 fub- 
ducs Perfia, ibid lus death, ibid 
Tamseer, an Indian town, plundered, and 
put to the Avord by Nadir, iv 199 
Tartars, Ou-bcg, invade the province of 
Herat, m 24. arc obliged by Abas, king of 
Peril t, to retire, m 25 make mcuriions in- 
to Khorafan,m 63 Ni-diPs manner of treat- 
ing them, iv 278 


Tar- 
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Tartars, Lefgees, their natural dtfpofiuon, 
id 63 their motives to invade Perfia, m 
64 obtain a vi&oiy over the Perfians,m 85 
fue for a reconciliation, ibid invade Shir- 
van, and take Shamakie, 111 93, 94 commit 
great cruellies here, in 94. occafion great 
confternation at tlie Perfian court, 111 95 
take pofleffion of the reft of Shirvan, m 95 
beat the Khan of Email, ibid and lay fiege 
to Ganja, 111 96 $eeLESGEE3, 

TAVR1S, one of the fineft cities in the eaft, 
in 195 befieged by the Turks, ibul the 
inhabitants defeat them, ibid befieged by 
a great army of Turks, in 228 taken after 
a bloody conteft, iv 229, 230 

Thebes, plundered and demoldhed by Cam- 
byfes, iu 4 

Themistocles, defeats the Pexfian fleet at 
Salamis, ui 8 

Tilt 1 vs, Mir vais concerts n confpiracy with 
that tnbe, iu 46. 

To pal osman bash A, appointed generalif- 
fimo of the Turkifh army, iv 75 his ftra- 
tagem, iv 84 defeats die Pcrfians near 
Bagdat, iv 86, 87 fends his army into 
quarters, iv 93 killed, and the Turks 
routed, iv q 8 his body fent to Bagdat, iv 
99 his education in the Seraglio, iv 100 
fent by the Sultan to the bafha of Cairo, iv 
1 01 taken by a Spaiuftt privateer, ibid 

ranfomed from /Livery by a native of Mar- 
feilles, iv 1 01, 102 lus gratitude to his 
benefactor, tv 102, 103 made ferafkier, 
iv 103 made governor of Romania, ibid 
his bcnefaCtor and his fon kindly received 
there, iv 104 made grand vizir, ibid re- 
ceives h s deliverer at Conftjit nople, ibid 
is difplaced, and made baflia of Trcbifonde, 
iv 107 ordered to command the Otto- 
man armies, ibid his fon promoted by the 
Grand Sigmor, iv 108 lus good character, 
ibid 

Turkey, a furpnfing revolution here, tv 44, 

&c the grand v lzir, and other officers, nut 
to death, iv 48 the Sultan dcthroi cd, -nd 
his nephew Mahommcd declared emperor 
of the Ottomans, 1' S 1 a rebellion breaks 
out a fecund time, iv 61 the rebels dif 
perfed, iv 62 

Turkish embaflaior, fent to the court of 
Perfia, tu. 89. the ceremony of admiffion 


to audience, iu 9c. a Turkifh envoy ar- 
nv es at Isfahan, m 161. notched by the 
Afghans, ilid. foon ordered to depart. 111 
162 

Tupks, extend their ccnnucfts in Perfia, m 
157 an envoy fent to die Czar from the 
emperor of the Turks, j u 177 he requires 
the Czar to withdraw lus troops from Der- 
bend, 111 175 theft conduct during the 
troubles in Perfn, 111 177 the Port dif 
fatisfed V ith the Czar’s corduCt, m 198 
take Tavris and G«rja, m 229, 230 their 
army advance within four and twenty 
leagues of Isfahan, 111 232. cv^dc fiithn^ 
the limits of their conqucfts in Pcrfa with 
the Ruffian refidenr, 111 234 difputc be- 
tween two Turkifh generals, m 241 arc 
defeated by die Afghans, m 248 the fitua- 
non of the Port in regard to other powers, 
in 250, 251 the Turks make great prepa- 
rations agamft the Afghans, in 25a un 
fucccfsful agamft the Armenians, ibid fend 
comimffioncrs into Perfia to treat with 
Aflircft, 111 253 a tre-ty concluded be- 
tween the Turks and Afghans, ui 254 at- 
tack the Perfian camp, iv 42 cruel! v ufc a 
Pcrfian officer, iv 43 make an advanta- 
geous peace with the Pcrfians, iv 64 6c 
dare war agamft the Perfians, iv 75 de- 
feat the Pcntans at Kcrkoud and Lcilam,iv. 
86, 8y , 97 are routed by the Pcrfians, tv. 
98, 99 uefirous of peace vv ith Perfia, n 
1 16 prepare for war with Ruffia, iv 122. 
an cmibauador fent by M«dtr with prefents 
after his return from India, iv 214, 215. 
conclude a peace vath the Ruffians and Im- 
pcnahfts, n 214 tlicir dangerous fituation 
on account of Nadir’s demands, iv 230 the 
conduCf of this court imprudent wall) regard 
to the gov emor of Bagdat, iv 235 intrigues 
of the Ottonji court, iv 236 the} ma*.e 
gnx-t preparations for war, iv 24 S 6c fc t- 
cd by the Pcrfians in two l attics, iv 252, 

253 the European Turl s enervated on ui- 
tenng Alla, i\ 255 a pc-cc concluded 
wath the Perfiam, iv 236, 257, 

V 

VACirTAhGA, cicdared Vali of Georgia, 1 1 
S6 prepa.at.o'i* rn-dc by hun a~i d* the 
Lclgcc , 
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Lcfgees, ibid, who are faved by a court- 
intrigue, iii. 87. takes an oath never to appear 
in arms in favour of Pcrfia, ibid, his afliftnnee 
is defired by Shah HtdTein, but refufed, in. 
132, 133. depofed, and takes refuge at the 
Ruffian court, iii 169, 170. 


W. 

War, the inftrument of divine juftice, iv. 
301. not from the original conftitution of 
things, ibid the dreadful deflations by war 
in Periia, ibid. 

X. 

Xerxes, fuccecds his father Darius, hi. 7. 
reduces Egypt, ibid, prepares to conquer 
Greece, ibid, lofcs twenty thoufand men at 
Thermopylae, ibid, plunders the temple at 
Delphos, ni. 7. plunders, and bums Athens, 
tit- S. his vaft army defeated at Platex, ui. 
8. abandons himfclf to plcafurcs, ibid, mur- 
dered while fleeping, ibid. 


Xerxes II. murdered forty-five days after- his 
acceffion, lit. 9. 

Z. 

Zeberdest khan, formerly taken prifoner 
by the Afghans, iii. 165. Gluez taken by 
him, iii. 165, 166. Ben-Isfahan furrenders to 
him, ui. 166, 167. returns to Isfahan with 
booty and provifions, m. 167. takes Shirafs, 

iii. 187. his eftate feized by AfhrelP, iii. 
219. 

Zekariah khan, governor of Lahor, meets 
Nadir with a large contribution, iv. 199. 
ordered by Nadir to furnifh his army with 
provifions, iv. 203. 

Zopyrus, his .furpnfing ftratagem in betray- 
ing Babylon to Darius, iii. 5. 

Zorab khan, a Georgian, promoted to the 
offices of treafurer and general by Add Shah, 

iv. 295. lent by the Shall to Ibrahim Myrza 
his brother at Isfahan, ibid, treacheroufly 
killed there, ibid. 

Zorubabel, the Jews return under his con-- 
dua, iii. 3. 
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EXPLANATION 


Several foreign words in the four volumes. 

Note, p denotes Pcrfia. T, Turkey r Rjiffia. 1 India, a Afghan* t» Tartars 
* r fig fign fics. 

Note, The numerals refet to the volumes, and the figures to the pages 

A Bajots, iy io inhabitants of Bajad in Ktu- 

A buheiker, Omir, Ofmanand Ali, iii 240 Itjkan,? 

iv 120 fucctirm of Mabmtttii 01 id Biyram, iv 107 a frjltytt!, 1 
r , J ■“ J Bazar, 1 234 market plot!, p 

Mc d, 35 ft* Of A: % /*** , 

sSVys ?£-•"” ' testJw 

Aivan,* tctitminfy callta Divan, .89 « ^? 2 S l/A S* * 

Maball.de, Mouia, and Huf Bccalb, . 127 &»*» ««, r 
Mi, * Bolhn»is, iv 46 t tarit of tb,fm S lt, T. 


A ouneiKcr, uhmi, y ^ , 
IV 130 fuccejors of Mabmmtd and 

Me\X‘\u 35 /«* ‘f AU , % W °f lb ‘ 

Aeyftl Mahl, iv 174 «g l Jau «/ ;•/, I 
Afshars, 1 2 S 2 Ini/ of Tartar! 

Aryan, commonly called Divan, i log cm 

A\\y' Gbeibcllaf, MabalLde, Mouza, and Huf 

A 1 U*"’ 33 s ' ! th l ‘mmrd,attfm,lf,r of Makar- 
mid , according to tbe Per [tans , p _ , 

Allah kenm, iv 105 the province cf bed, 

Allah akbali, iv 131 Gli " P 

Allah, iv 217 Ge J, T p t, &.c 

Am, beat, tv 160 prefenter cf petition,? 

AlhretT, ttt 134 C S 7 "*** , 

Azof jab, iv J 4 * Solemn s-Lizir, 1 
Aflotra, t 125 a f fn in tbe Volga, x 

Ath mat doulet, m 41 p. 

B^ 

B.ftmns t 3 02 S/elpaars 
Bakthiar, in 127 fig. bappj, P 
Balks, 1 iSo fir trees, r 
Balouchcs 1 253 a <ni ^ 

Bannians, tv 72 flw/w? /«/^» 1 
Barrauni, tv 164 n Ung c ats, ». 
hater, 1 34 Su lero, t 
Vot. IV 


CaalJeans, 1 17 1 machines tofmeke tclaceo , p 
Caftan, iv 59 a rc<Jf «/ / M»r, T 
Calentar, 1 197 111 29 colleger tf taxes , p 
Cal ph , See Abufcencar, Idc. 

Carack, us 84 a pel tad,p 
Cas Oda, iv 51 the part in ibe/eragho u,Lere 
princes are kept confined, T 
Cav ar, See less 

Cliamatavoi jcrlique, 1 87 a cleararce, r. 

Charka, u 9 a tup fir trendy, r 

Chcik, ut 9 j a namegtien to the kings tf rer- 

C \z a. Eldar, iv 26 father tf Ifineel, founder 
tf tie Srjfit d)nafij , p 

Cher fls, in 29 defendants of Mai nssntJ, , a 


EXPLANATION 

1 

KcOitlch, i 2 49 watch guard, p. 

Khatars, i 193 antunt Bafinatts, p 
Khajaet, ju 41 iy fgo a robt of h mar, p 
Khan, i 193,200 m 53 lord or noblt 
Khotbah, 111 57, 254 a prater for the halth 
of the king, P 

Kw) a, iv 45, 332 deputy or lieutenant , T 
Kior Ciltan, m 183 one eye d lard, a 
Kirjtma, 1 *94 /mail boats, p 
Kiflar aga, 11 91, iv 164 chief of the eu 
nuchs , T 

Kifveran, m ao8 year of virgins, p 
Kizii, 1 j6 i red, p 
Kouch kajefli, iv So bird tower T 
Koul, iv 2 a fave, T 
•Koule 1 J20 a tneafure, r 
Kculler a<*afli, 1 251 m 84,216 chief of the 
(laves, T 

Kouruck, iv 173 attendance vho clear the 
way, p 

Kourrol, iv 164 vanguard, p 
Kulams, m 103 Cg j laves , an order of fcl- 
dtert , p 

Kumees, 1 347 marts milk fermented, t 
Kurchi bachr, ill 73 genet al of the heffidd 
troops , p 

Kurumfack, 1 234. a rafeal , p 
Kuzzlcbsfh, in 90,224 an order of fo!dtery,p, 

L 

Lack, iv 155 a hundred thoufand rupees, 1 
Lats, iv 62 inhabitants of the coajl of the 
black fea 

LoobJcas, 1 57 beats , r. 

Lotkas, 1 18 malts, r 

M 

Magi, 111 23 Sz/Pcrfees 
Maimoundgi, iv 141 a quack dofior , 1 
Malek, Shafi, Hanbal, and Abul Hanifa, iv 
126 Tut bjh defiers 

Malika al Zuman , iv 172 fig queen of the 
tunes, 1 

Alanfubdars, iv 184 pub tc offices s, t 

Manna, 1 129 a feed, r 

Matun, iv 190 death , p 

Meulan, in 65 a fquare , p 

Mimbalhis, »v 7 co rmander of a thoufand, p 

See Hazarri 

Mtr Bukhlhi, m 68 general paynajler, p 
Mir chckarbachf, tit 33 grand veneur, anfwers 
to our tnaJUr of the back hounds, p 


OF FOREIGN WORDS. 

Moezicr, m 247 talhrs tt firayri, T 
Moghol pmira, iv 179 Tartar Mr hi,, , 
Mornfa ah, jy 130 See Ah 
Mourcto, iv 159 an mnmhmmt, i 
Mourn feunduram, r 384 Mmgujbm tf 
candles , afefi, p 

Mufti in 148 iv 45 the firjl etcleftajhe, T. 
Muhafiils, iv 137 collectors of taxes , p 
Muhofiz, iv 23b governor of a citadel, T 
Mullah, 1 266 111 35, 72 Jig a guide or dt 
sefior, apnejt,p 

Mullah balhi, iv 126 high priejl, or firjl ec- 
clefiajltc , p 

Muffophi, j 23 a Water, p 
Muftafi Miemalek, 1 336 general ovtrfeer of 
the empire, p 

Myfza, 111 31 a writer, after a name, fg alft 
prince , p 

N 

Nachfathcma, 111 210 a folemn deed on oath, p. 
Naptha, 1 133 a bituminous matter 
Nsemets, 1 226 felts of hair, p 
Nmflakhcbi, 111 104 forlorn b pe if the Afg 
bans , alfo an order of fcldters tn the Perftan 
army 

Nasflakhchi bafln, iv 172 the officer whs 
makes fetzures , p. 

Nevtouz, i 343 new yean day, p 
O 

Ouftnat, m 227 chief of the Lefgees, t 
Ordou cadi, iv 99 attendant of the army, T 
Omra, iv 139 a prince or lord, 1 

P 

Padiflia, 111 243 iv 120 emperor , T. 
Pabrgunjb, iv 176 grantries , 1 
Peifcufb, iv 1 7 1, 184 free gift, 1 
Piclhkhanna, iv 153, royal tents, t 
Pcleuk, 111 32 afefi, p. 

Perfccs, in 98 worjhppers of fire Seexhgy. 
an l Gebres 

Poderatchick, 1 87 majler earner, r 
Podctofnoi 1 85 order for bsrfes, r. 

Pood, 1 57 36 lbs Engljh , r 


Qugfii, 11 9 a Itqu r , f. 

R 

Ragam, 1 215 a royal decree, p 

Raldar, 1 226 iv. 230 toll gatbirirt, p 
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